Kyma oHm moImmu oTciofia, OH He 3HaJI, HO 3HaJI, YTO OHM IOenyT BMecTe. Tak Ovlso Bcerga. M ero cuiH
- Jlest mogapuia cBoeMy OyOyIeMy CBIHY CaMblii LIEHHBIN MOMAPOK U3 BCeX: BEIOOP. OMHO 3TO KYIIHUIIO
OBl eff UMMYHUTET JlaXke OT er0 KalPpU3HOT0 XapakTepa. ETo ChIH BEIPACTET [0 11eJI0¥ TalaKTUKU
obellfaHu# ¥ BO3MOXKHOCTEH, BCETO IMOTeHIMalla B MUPaX, BCero BhIOOpa - ¥ B TrajlakTHKe, THe Y BCex
OynmyT Takue ke cBoOOAB. MexXny MIONbMU B 3TOM KOMHATe OHU 1103a00TATCS 00 9TOM. . . . ... ...

Bcero 4epes meHb mocie OTKpeITHS CamMmMuTa Mupa, OTKPHETO MPOU3HEeCeHHOoe MMmepaTopoM
BCTYIIUTENIBHOU PEYBI0, IOATBEPKAAOIIEN er0 HEIPEeXOOAIINY CTaTyC YeJI0BEKA BpEMEHN U
3allMTHUKA Hapopa, TanoH Kappae CTosm nepeq BEICOKUMU CTEKITHHBEIMYU ABEPSIMU B INUHOM
kabuHeTe MMnepaTopa. Kabunetr MmepaTopckoro ABopua, T00ysiCh BETUKOJIETTHBIM BULOM CIISIIETO
9KyMeHomnonuca. Hu3Kui mpoxIagHe OCEHHUM TyMaH Jiexal MeXay ToNyObIMy 3MaHUSMU B paHHEM
YTPEHHEM CBETe, CaMble BEICOKHKE TN IPOOUBAIUCE CKBO3b HEIIOABUKHYIO OEIMKY PaHHETO
XO0JI0fA.

OH moykeH OBIT MPU3HATh, YTO 3TO ORI BOOXHOBIISIOMWY BU U3 HEOOKIYHOTO 3maHus. Bcero Ha
CEeKyHIY OH 3afyMaJiCs, KaKOBO 3TO - BEITJISHYTh U3 9TOT0 ABOPLIA U 3HATH, UTO BCE, UTO BHl BUOUTE,
mpuHamiIexuT BaM. CTOSITh 30eCh ITOCPEOX HOYM, CMOTPETh Ha 3BE3[bl X 3HATh, UTO TBOE CII0BO
II0BeJjIeBaeT UM, KaXXI0U 0 eqUHOM.

TToMeHsIeTCS TM OH MecTaMu ¢ MiMmepaTopoM, eciu GyneT mauc? Hu Ha cekyHIy. 3Hast 3TOT0O
YyeJIoBeKa, 3Has IIeHy, KOTOPYIO OH IIaTHIT KaXKablid 60Kui JeHb, Kappme MOT ¢ yBEPEHHOCTHIO
CKa3aTh, YTO OH ObII GIarofapeH MoJoIBaM CBOUX OOTHHOK 3a TO, YTO Yepe3 YacC UM OKOJIO TOTO OH
pPa3BEPHETCS, YUAET OTCIOfA ¥ OCTABUT BCE MO3a[H. .

Opuako MmMmepaTop ... CMOXKET JIX OH KOorma-HuOyob yUTH? BO3MOKHO ST 3TO KOTIa-HUOY b,
HECMOTPS Ha BCe er0 TIIATeNIbHO IPOfyMaHHEIe Iy1aHb? OH OHL... MTHOBEHHO, ecu Ovl Mor. Kappre
BCETZla BUJIEJI 9TO B rja3ax MOJIOLOro YejioBeKa. JTo Obljla OfHA U3 IPUYMH, 110 KOTOPOX OH eMy
Hpasuscs. Ho B rny6uHe mymu Kappae nmogo3pesar, 4To MMmepaTop HUKOTAa He TTOJTyUYnuT
BO3MOXKHOCTH, Hafl KOTOPOM OH TaK ycepgHO paboTar ... u B IriyOuHe aymu Kappae momo3pesat, 4To
Ckailyokep TOXe 3TO 3Hall.

,]:[Bepb 3a ero CIIuHOU OTKPHBIJIACh, 1 CaM Y€JIOBEK IIPOIIeJI BHYTPE C JIETKOH YHBI6KOfI U, KakK BCerjga, C
COTHEeH YCTAaHOBJIEHHBIX IIIUTOB, BUOMMBIX B TOHKHUX JIMHUSAX I10 KPAAM 3TUX OTIIMYUTEJIbHBIX
HECOOTBETCTBYIOIIUX I'lla3, U NaXKe B CXKaTOM YeJII0CTH. KOrga OH TOBOPHUII C TEMHU, KOMY TOBEPAIIL.

Kappme coenan HabpoCOK YeTBEPTHOI'O JIyKa, HUKOTIa He 0YeHb HOBOJIBHEINA TPOTOKOJIOM, XOTS
HmnepaTop HU pa3y He MPU3BaJl €ro K 3ToMy. Yepes Tpu MecsIia IoCJie 9TOr0 UCIBITAHUS
MmmepaTop MOTHOCTHIO BEI3TOPOBE, XOTsI Kappae CbIIan, 94To OH, MO-BUAMMOMY, CHOBAa OPOCHIICS B
PYTHHY yIIpaBleHus: cBoel ViMnepue B TOT CaMBIi IeHb, KOTHa BEPHYJICS, K OONIBIIOMY
pasmpaXkeHWI0 ero MHOTOCTpafalbHOoro Menuk, Hatan XonmuH. BO3M0OXKHO, UMEHHO ITO3TOMY 3TOT
YeJI0BEK PEIu CMEHUTh IPU3BaHKWe Ha JUIIJIOMATHUIO, He MEeHBIIIe - Hy2KHO OBIJI0O 0YeHb OTYAsTHHO
IIBITATHCS TIOUTH Ha 3TO, C CoxXKajleHneM momyman Kappme.

C mpyro# CTOPOHHI, /1000, KOMY YIaBaI0Ch COXPAHSTh XJIaMHOKPOBUE, UMes IeJI0 C KeM-TO TaKUM
TUXO0 YIPSIMBIM U 0€CKOHEYHO HelpecKa3yeMbIM, Kak MMnepaTop, BeposTHO, 0OHAPYXKUII OBI, YTO
OUIIIOMaTHs OCNIabUT HaBlieHue, naxe ceidac, ¢ ATbSTHCOM IOBCTaHIlEB Ha KopycaHTe u
Pa3HOrIaCUsIMU B 0KUAHUAX, UYTO peanbHBIN , pabounii, BpeMeHHBIN CeHaT NelCTBUTEILHO OyaeT
CyILeCTBOBaTh K KOHITy rofga! [locTaTouHO KOM(OPTHO, YTOOH! IIPOCTO 3aBsi3aTh Pa3roBOp C
YeJI0BEKOM, CIIOCOOHBIM ITPOTONKHYTh BCE 9TO CUJION OOHOM JIUIIL CUIIHI BONIM, Kappae, KUBHYB
T0JIOBOM, yKa3aJl Ha TOPOLCKOM Ier3axk.

"9T0 HACTOSAIINHI B3TJIIL".



ViMmepaTop B3TIIHYJ Ha OaikoH.
"9T10? { Tak nonaram".
«Y MeH$I pe[JKO eCTb BpeMs IIOCMOTPETh» , - 3aKJIIOYUII CITy4aliHEIN BEIBO.

TeMm He MeHee, ViMIiepaTop BEHIIIEN Ha IMMPOKKM 6aJIKOH C MpaMOPHEIM ITojioM, U Kappae
npucoenuHuICA K HeMy. O6a MyzKUMHBE OCTAHOBUJIUCDH Yy pe3HOMU OamocTpaibl, 4TOOH B3T/ISHYThH Ha
OKyTaHHBIM TYMaHOM I'OPOf, [TI0Ka JeHb II0JI3 3a U3JI0MaHHBIM TOPU30HT.

«41 crpIlIan, 4To MPEACTOUT IIPOBECTH ellle OOHY cepuio pedopM - 1ojaraim, B COOTBETCTBUY C BalllUM
HOBBIM 3aKOHOJATeIbHEIM 3TaHUEeM», - cCKa3asl Kappmae B THINKHE.

«THI CTHIIIKOM MHOTO CJIBIIIHIIE>.
«BOT moyeMy BH TaK XOpOILIO MHE IIJIATUTE», - JIETKO YKa3an Kappre, Bce ellle TSAs Ha TOPO].

«$1 OBI IPEIJIOKKII BaM [IOJIXKHOCTh IIePCOHAJIa, YTOOH IIOCMOTPETh, COKPATHUT JIX 9TO MOU PACXOMH,
HO I COMHEBAIOCh, UTO BEI €€ BO3bMETEY.

Kappae yneIOHYIICS, T8 BHU3 Ha IIBIITHBIE, TOKPHITEE O€JTHIM MHEOM Cafbl Ha KPHIIIax TJ1aBHOTO
[BOpIIa ajieko BHU3Y.

«BHI 3HAeTe MeHs, YIIOPHO He 3aBUCHT.»
«Wmu mpocTo yIpsiMEIH», - 6e3 37100k CKa3an MmmnepaTop.

«K cyacTblo, 51 3Ha10, OTKy/a BhI IPHUIIJIK 10 3TOMY IIOBOLY, T03TOMY 00JIbille He OyAy CIpaliuBaTh -
XOTs TIpefIokKeHue BCceryia Ha CTOJIe, BB 9TO 3HaeTe?»

«Cmacubo», - cepbe3Ho oTBeTHN1 Kappzae.

«Hapgetoch, 3TO He MTOMeIIaeT HallleMy CYLIECTBYIOLIEMY COTJIALIEHUIO?»
WmmepaTop mmoKaydas rojIoBOM, CHOBA IIOBEPHYBUIUCH K 0ECKOHEYHOMY TOPOAY BOKPYT HUX.
«Bu3Hec Kak 00BIYHOY.

«4l He myMmaro, 4TO C TOOO TaKOe CIyIUTCS».

CkaltyoKep HamoJIOBUHY 00epHYJICs, n300paxkas HaCMEIIIKY.

«YT0... y MEHd eCTb IIJIaH».

"Ho Bpsig 111 3TO TO, O YeM BCe OyMaJiy, He Tak au?"

I[To ero rybam nmpoOexaina TeHb yIHIOKH.

«[lo-ipexHEMY HET, TOJIBKO MeXKy MHOU U TOOOI».

Kapprne 3amep Ha 3TOM, BCIIOMHUB THICSAYY ITOTEHI[MATIBHEIX BO3MOKHOCTEH.
"BHI, 3 ... He X0Tenu OBl Pa3bsICHSTh, HE TaK JIu?"

B TeueHue gonrux CEKYH]II BEIpaXXKE€HNE 3TUX HEeCOBIIagaloIUX I''ta3 T'OBOPHUJIO, YTO OH IIPOCTO MOT'



OBl... IOTOM 3TO JIETKO PACTBOPUIIOCH B APa3HALIEH YIbIOKe, U OH OTBEPHYJICS.
«41 Oymy meparth Bac B Kypce».

"4 yBepen."

Kappne nmopHATN nerkyro nanky, KOTOpylo HecC, ¥ IPOTAHYN JIIOKy.

«41 mpuHEeC BaM IOJAPOK - Ha CaMOM fiefie s IIPUHeC BaM ABOUX, HO 3TO YTO-TO U HUYETO, YCIIOBHO
TOBOPSI».

Ero cnoBa OblIM CHUCXOIUTEIBHEIMHU, XOTSI TOH €T0 ObIJI COBCEM He TaKoH. MiMImepaTop MPUHSII 3TO C
SIBHBIM 3aMeIlIaTeIbCTBOM, He 3Hasl, YTO 3TO MOTJIO ObITh. BHYTPH OBLI CII0KEHHBIN JTUCT
(GbruMCcuIIacTa, 3arHyThIM, PBAHBIM U IIOXKENITEBIINY OT BDEMEHHU, HO, 04EBUAHO, COXPaHEHHEIN C
OCTOPOXKHOCTBIO.

OCTOPOKHO OTKPHIB XPYIKYIO TPOCTHIHIO C PBAHBIMU KPAasIMHU, IOMO3PUTENTBHO BHITIISIANA, KaK OYOTO OH
o0e3BpexuBaeT 60MOy, IMIepaTop U3y4un ee... ¥ CMOTPEJI B HEITOABUKHOM TulnuHe. Kappme
BHHUMATEJILHO CJIEHUII 3a er0 JIMIIOM, OTMedasi MaJieHIre U3 KPaTKOBPEMEeHHBIX MOPIIHUHOK,
HAaXMYPEHHBIX Ha BCE eIlle MOJIOoM JIOy, XOTs 3T0 Obljla eIMHCTBEHHAS PeaKIrs, IPOI0JIKaBIIasICs
1enyio cekyHny. OCTpo 0CO3HaBast XKYTKYI0 KHHETHYECKYIO TUIIMHY, OKyTaBIINyi0 FMepaTopa,
Kapppe mpomoizkan rTOBOPUTh, Ha MTHOBEHKE 3a/laBasiCh BOIIPOCOM, ITPABUITBHO JIX OH ITOCTYIIHUIIL.

«['eHT, MO pe3ak, OH CIIeUT 3a TOHKaMHU Ha CBymaX. He ogoOpeHHast IpaBUTEILCTBOM, Oe3ympeyHast
Bepcus - 6e3 o6unm», - mobasun Kappae, 3Has, uTo FiMIiepaTop HUYETO He BO3bMET, 0COOEHHO C
y4eTOM TOT'0, Ha YTO OH CEAYac CMOTPEJI.

«OH IIpeanoYuTaeT HaCTOAIIE BEIIN. CrnoxeHHbBIE BMECTe CMeEpPTEeJIbHBIE JIOBYIIIKHW HA OTHAJI€HHBIX
IIJIaHEeTaX OGOJI&, TIe UM IIOYTH BCE COUMET C DPYK, €CliIi OH!’ MOTYT IIOTOM OYUCTHUTD IISATHA».

Kappne keCcTUKyIHpOBasl T0JIOBOM, COXpaHsIs CIIOKOKWCTBUE U HEIIPUHYXKIEHHOCTb.

«OH Takxke coOMpaeT CTapUHHBIE TOHOYHBIE JIUCTH U3 QIUMCHUIITIACTA - OMHOCTOPOHHKE MapIIPyTH,
KOTOPEIE OHU OOBIYHO BBIKJIAIBIBAIM B TOT JEHbBY.

VimmepaTop B3TIIHYT Ha Hero, u Kappye mokadas rojoBoM, 3aKaThBas riasa.

«fl TOHATHS He UMel0, I0YEeMY - He CIIpalluBaiTe MeHs. f myMalo, OH CKa3aJjl, YTO eMy HPaBUTCS
cTapas rpaduka. Y Hero oHM eCTh Ha CTeHaX ero KaloT Ha 6opTy« [lukoro Kapppme » .

9ToMy TIOUTH [IECSTh JIET, C KaKOU-To ninaHeTsl O60p mox Ha3BaHueM TaTyun OH cobupaeT ux B
l'ononeTe... BCe OrpaHUYEeHNsS CHUMAKOTCA. "

Kappue CJIeTKa HaKJIOHUJICA U KECTUKYJIMPOBAII IaJIbIleM.

«JTO MPUBJIEKIIO MOE BHUMaHUe... 3[0eCh. B CIMCKe CBYN-TOHIIUKOB OIS BTOPOU CECCUU yKa3aH CBYII,
IpUHaAIeXalliil MeEXaHUKY 10 uMeHU JleHuBhli« Fixer »JIoHE03HED... TUIOT YKa3aH Kak JIIoK
Ckaityokep u3 Aakopxena Ha Tatyuse. [IpeAmnonoxuTenbHo, MECTHBIY TapeHb. "

Ckaityokep - a Kapppe Temeps OB TOYTH YBEPEH, YTO 3TO TOT Ke CKallyokep - He OBUHYIICS C
MeCTa, ¥ IPH CUJIBHOM BeTpe OBIJI0 HEBO3MOXKHO ONPENENIUTh, IPOKUT JIX UCIIAaYKAHHBIN CTAPBIM JTUCT
(bnuMcHuIIiacTa B IOTOKe BO3AyxXa MM B PyKax gepXKaTess.

«41 mymar, Tebe 9TO MOXKeT MOHPABUTHCS», - HEUTPaIbHO CKa3asl Kappae, yBepeHHbIN, YTO 9TO OBLIO



HMEHHO TO, 9EM Ka3aJIOCh.

«41 yBepeH, 4To ['€HT 3TOT0 HE YIYCTUT, U B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, BHI IJIATUTE €MY 3apILIaTy... OKOJIbHEIMU
Y TSIMU».

OH oxupan, 4To MMIepaTop ero pa3opBeT; Pa3pyLUIUTh €To 10 Hey3HAaBa€MOCTH U Pa3HECTH OCKOJIKU
110 BeTPY. HO OH 04eHb OCTOPOXKHO CIIOXKUJI CTAPBIN NUCT GIMMCHUIIIACTA ¥ TTOJIOXKUIT €T0 B TATKYy, He
TIOMHUMas T71a3. . . JIIoKy, KOHeYHO, IPUIIUIO B TOJIOBY OTPHUIIATh 3TO - CKA3aTh, YTO 3TO OBIIO
COBIIAfieHNE, U CIIPOCUTH HaeMHUKA, COOMPAJICS JIU OH TeIepb, KOTHa OH AyMaJll, YTO 3HAET MM
WmnepaTopa, MPUHECTH eMy KaXkOyIo KJI0Y0K HHOOPMAIMK C KAKUM-THO0 CMYyTHEIM CXOICTBOM.

OH MOT [I0BOJILHO JIETKO MTPOHUKHYTH B CUITy U 3aCTaBUTh YOexKIeHNe MPUKUTLCS; YOeOUuTech, 4To
Kappme cuuTaet 3T0 HecyIleCcTBeHHEIM. Tak XKe JIETKO MOT IIPOHUKHYThH B Pa3yM HejoBeKa U
TIOJTHOCTBIO CTEPETh BCEe BOCIIOMUHAHUS 00 UMEHH.

Ho 270 Ka3anock MenoyHbIM U 6€306pa3HEIM ITOCTIEe TOTO, KaK Kappie mpuioXuil yCUus, YToOk!
nepenaTh JIUCT - eAUHCTBEHHAS CCHIJIKA Ha €T0 CTapoe UMS U ero CTapylo XKU3Hb, KOTOPYIO JIIOK
BUJIEJT TIOUTH 3a JIeCSATh JIeT - 6e3 ycnouii. KoHTpabaHOUCT IETKO MOT OCTaBUTh ero cede; Kak 4acTh
T'0JIOBOJIOMKHM, OTHOCSIIEHCS K, Ka3aroCh Obl, HEIIPUCTYIHOMY IIpoImoMy MimMmepaTtopa, 3To ObI10 OB
HEBEPOSITHO IIeHHO Ha MOATOJILHOM PHHKE. - Criacubo, - HaKOHeI[ cKa3ast JIIoK, ero cjioBa 3aTyMaHUI
MOPO3HBIU BO3OYX.

«39TO... 0OYeHb UHTEPECHO>.

Onu 00a OBEPHYJIUCH, YTOOR CHOBA B3TJISTHYTh HA TOPO, XOJIOAHEIE, TeOsSHbIe TEHU OTCTYIIUIIN
nepeq HaCTYIAIOIIUM PacCBeToM, 6eCKOHEYHbIe 3MaHus ObUIM YKPAIlleHbl SPKUMU AparolleHHEIMU
KaMHSIMU OTHSIMM, PAaCCEeSTHHBIMU I10 UX HETTOBOPOT/IUBEIM (purypam, Korga ropof IMPOCHYJICS.

"Htak, keMm Ovin dukcep?" - HaKoOHeI[ crpocuil Kappae TerKkuM TOHOM.

JIr0K 1I03BONIUII Masieiiiielt yiael0Ke MOSIBUTHCS Ha I'y0axX ¥ IPO3ByYasl B €70 TUXOM T0JIoce, 3Has, UTO
HaeMHUK ceiyac IIPOCTO MEHSJI ero PyKy U3 JII000IEITCTBA.

«fl yBepeH, 4TO NOHATUS HE UMEI0».
«Het», - MarkKo cka3an Kapppe, He m0BOpa4YuBasiCh.
"KoneuHo, HeET."

«X0Ts1 MHe X0TesIoCh OBl AyMaTh, UTO OH ceiyac B KaHTHHE I'7le-TO Ha 3aJBOPKax, IIOKYIaeT BHIIUBKY
ons Mopaxa Kap'naca».

Kappne IIOYTH HE3AaMETHO HAIIPATCA OT CJ'Iy‘-I&fIHOl"O YIIOMHUHAHHUSA O CBOEM OYEHDb JIMYHOM IIPOIIIOM,
KOTr'la IIoAepruBaHre I'YCTEIX YEPHEIX YCOB BhEIAABAJIO €0 CKPBITYIO YJ'IBI6KY.

<<ByneM HAOesTbCd, YTO OHU HAIIBIOTCA ¥ OCTAHYTCSA TaM, JIaJHO?»

OHU oCTaBaKCh B APYKECKOM MOJTYaHUM OKOJIO MUHYTHI, KOTia ObIJIO JOCTUTHYTO HOBOE IIOHUMaHNe,
U B KauecTBe yImoOHOIr0 0TBETA yIIaJo elle HeCKOJIbKO ITUTOB. O0a MYyKYUHEI, XOTS KaXKIObIH BUIEIT
3TO TOJILKO B IPYT'OM. . . B IBeph B KOMHATY [T03adu HUX BEXKJIMBO IIOCTY4asid, 3aTEM OHa CKOJIb3HY/Ia
B CTOPOHY, 1 Kapppme yBumesn, Kak BeUHO HEPBHBIN aIbIOTAHT TYPHUC BHIILIEI BIIepel 1 BeXKJIMBO
TIOKJIOHUJICSI C KOMJIMHKOM B pYyKe.



"TIpocTuTe MeHs, Ballle IPEBOCXOOUTEILCTBO, KOMaHaup Knem npocur ciosa?"

«0, 3T0, HOJMXKHO OBITH, TBOM BTOPOM IIOJAPOK», - CKa3an Kapppe, oOpariasce kK Mmnepatopy B
COBEPIIIEHHOM MaHeBpe 0eClIeYHOr0 0CO3HAHUS, XOTS 3TOT YeJI0BEK, BEPOSITHO, 3HaJI, YTO UMEHHO 10
3TOM IPUYMHE OH IPUIIEN CeTOTHS.

«4 ocTaBui ero Ha nonevyenue Kiema; OH, BEPOSITHO, yKe TEPEBEIEH BO IBOPEI]».
Kappne ynsI6HYyIICS, KOToa MIMIepaTop CKIOHUI T0JI0BY HaGOK B BOIIPOCE.

«41 octaBmiio Te0S C 9TUM», - 3aTaflOYHO CKa3aJl OH, PUCYS ellle ONUH HEeJIOBKU MTOKJIOH, OTCTYIIas.
HecMmoTps Ha Bce IeHCTBUS U HaMepeHus MMmnepaTopa, HAaeMHHK 3HaJI ero JOCTATOYHO XOPOIIIO,
YTOOBI TOHUMATh, YTO, XOTSI BTOPOM IOJAPOK, KOTOPHIHM OH MOCTABUII CETONHS, OyIeT O4eHb OlleHEH,
OH He Oy[eT I0JIb30BAThCSI TAKUM Ke HEXKHBIM oOpallleHreM, KaK TOT CTaphli MOHIIKK Ha CBYIAX.

KaKas-TO JlajieKasl MjlaHeTa KpaeBoro Mupa. [1omo6H0 HeCpaBHEHHOMY [BOPLY, KOTOPHIHA C TaKUM
T'PO3HEIM BEJIMYUEM CTOSITI B IIEHTPE TallaKTUKH, 3a KaXXKIOBIM 3JIeTaHTHEIM, YOOOHBIM (acagoM u
TJIafIkKuM, YTOHUEHHEIM ¢acaioM BCe ellle 0CTaBaIUCh TEMHEIE U OllaCHEE TEHU BHYTPHU YeJIOBEKaA,
KOTOPBIY Tak 6e3ynpeyHo 0XpaHsJI ABOPeL], TallakTUKY U OYeHb BEPOSATHO, YTO M0oJIofoil CeHaT
TIOBEPUIT EMY.

[Tycts gpyrue GeraioT, MHITAsICh pa3le/nTh U KilacCuUUKApPOBaTh, U yOemuTh cebsi, YTO OH OBUT TEM
unu apyruM. Kak u Bce Te, KTO Haxomuiics B OmuxkaiiieM okpyxkenuu Mmnepartopa, Kappae 3Han,
YTO YeJIOBeK, Bilafielommuit iMmepue, OB CJI0XKHBIM, CJTO2KHBIM IIOBOPOTOM OT 0OCTOSITENTbCTB K
00CTOSITEILCTBAM, OT MOMEHTa K MOMEHTY.

B KaKoOM-TO CMBICTIE JTF0OOOMBITCTBO IIOOTOJIKHYJIO €I'0 OCTAThCsI, YTOOH YBUIETh, HACKOJIBKO
MCTHTEIbHEIM MOXKeT ObITh FIMIIepaTop, KOrfia OH IoXKeJlaeT - ¥ oH OymeT, Korma yBumut gap Kappme,
TIOJTyYEeHHBIN OTPOMHBIMHU YCUIMSIMEM TaKUM 00pa3oM, KOTOPHIM MOTJIa CHie/laTh TOJIbKO TaKast
opraHu3allys, Kak Kappze. Tak ke KoM(pOpTHO B KaHaIKU3aluK J1I000T0 Topofia, Kak ¥ B LINUIAX.

BoT moyeMy OH HUKOT{Ia He IPUMeT IIpefioxkeHue MMmneparopa; opuiinanbHas IO3ULUS OTPUIIAET
BCe 3TO, U OH, TI0 CyTH, CTaHET He 0oJiee YeM ellle ODHUM COBETHUKOM. HeT, eMy OBLIO JTydlile TaM,
rme oH ObIJ, eNlaTh TO, YTO Y HETO OBLIO JTyYile Bcero. BTopo# momapok OBIT TOMY ITOATBEPXKAECHUEM.
W oH He [OIXKEH 0CTABAThCS, HE PAOH 3TOT0. ITO TUYHOE HEeJI0 KaXkaoro. . .. ... . .

JIIOK CTOsI1 HEBO3MYTUMBIYA U HEBO3MYTUMBIY B TIOKA3HOM PACTOYUTEIbHOCTH BOIBIION KatOTEL. JTO
OblIa KOMHATa, B KOTOPOU OH pefgKo OBIBaJ, 0HA OJIUIETBOPSa CO00M BEPIIKHY UMIEPCKOTO
n300unus u 6oraTcTBa, 6eclieHHOE CBUAETENbCTBO KpaHocTey Mimnepuu [lannaTuHa, 4ero Mor
TpeboBaTh TOJILKO ero cTaphiyi YunuTesnb. OH BrIOpas KOMHATY C G0JIbIION 0CTOPOXKHOCTHIO,
HaMepeBasCh IepefaTh TOHKUE NIOCTIaHus JaXke B 9TOM, Xejasd NOoANepKaTh MHeHNe [TIOCETUTENIEN O
HeM, KaKuM OBl HelIpaBUIbHEIM OHO HU Ob10. OH, KOHEYHO, He IOJIXKeH; He CIefyeT UrpaTh B 9Ty
KOHKPETHYIO UTDY ...

Ho TrMa B ero Tenu menrtaja rojIoCOM €ro CTaporo YUYuTesns, U OH He MOT yaepKaThCs - He KaXAbIU
pa3. OH riny60K0 B3MOXHYI, X €r0 JbIXaHWe 3aTyMaHUJIOCh OT IIPOXJIadbl PaHHETO yTPa, MEPBLIE CIIEObI
3UMBI YJIOBUJIH €T0, KaK 6JIeHYI0 JEIMKY Ha XOJIOe ITPO3PayHOro OKOHHOTO CTeKJIa, ITepel KOTOPhIM
OH CTOSJI, MOJYEPKHYTHIYA CUSIHUEM BHEILIHUX OYTOBBIX JIaMII, KOTOPBIE OCBEIay BHYIIATEIbHbIN
rpoMapHby MepaToOpCcKuii BOPEL Ha MHOTHME MUJIU BOKPYT.

WMy TbCUBHO, OH ITOJOLIET HEMHOTO O/IMKe U CHOBA BBEIIOXHYJI, 3aTyMaHMUBasl X0JI0OHOE CTEKJIO,
IpeXxne 4eM IPOTSHYTh PYKY, YTOOH 3amucaTh B TyMaHe IanblieM: M oH OajmaHCUpyeT Ha KycalolleM
KJIMHKe, II0Ka ObSIBOJIBI U aHTeJIHl LIeMYyTCs. Bee ellle MBICIIEHHO U TEJIECHO, OH U3y4aJl CJI0Ba,



KOTOpBIe OH ToMHUT U3 IIpectona [IpopoyecTBa, KOTOa OHU UCYE3JIA B HUYTO ...

3aTeM, B pa3MBITOM [IBUKEHUY, OH ITOBEPHYJICS U OBICTPO CeJl B OOJIBIION PE3HOM CTYII, 00palleHHBIN
K KOMHATe, KaK ero BEICOKME ABEPH CKOIb3HYNX 00paTHO B CBOM THe3faA. . .

Ero cBsi3anu 3amsCThs, ¥ OJETHIE B aJl0€ OXPAHHUKY IBOpIA 3aTaumny Kprca MaguHa B OTPOMHYIO
KOMHATY, POCKOIIHO 0OCTABIEHHYIO ¥ YBEIIaHHYIO BEJTHKOJIEIIHEIMHU CJI0KHBIMM, 3aMBICIIOBATHIMU
robeneHaMH.

[ TUHHBINA pAI OKOH OT IIOJIa OO IIOTOJIKA, YKPAIIE€HHEBIX BUTPA2KAMU U OKalMJIEHHBIX TOHKMMH
IJIABHBEIMM JIMHUSIMU U3 TOHKOW MEJH, IIPOJIMBaJl B KOMHATY IIMPOKHNE 0110KH HNCKYCCTBEHHOI'O CBETa
N3 HEM3BECTHOI'O UCTOYHUKA CHAPYXKH.

OH ypmapurcs o 61ecTsIire KoBaHble MTajijlagieBble TTaHeU BEICOKO B BUTHEBATOM KECCOHHOM
IIOTOJIKE ¥ 0TPaXaJiCs B CUSIOIIEM IIPeJIoM/IeHUH Ha 671eqHOM MpaMOPHOM II0JTy OTPOMHOTO 3aJa,
II0JIMPOBaHHBIM KaMeHb OTpaxka ero Tak pe3Ko, UTO B Te4eHUe HeCKOJIbKUX CeKyHI MaauH He MoT
3aMEeTHUTh OJIETOTO B TEMHOE YeJI0BEeKa YeJI0BeKa, KOTOPHIY B OOUHOYECTBE CUJIEIN B OMHOM U3 OBYX
PE3HBIX KpPeceJ, TTOCTABIIEHHBIX Y Psifla OKOH, ¥ 6e3MsTeKHO CMOTPEJT Ha MPOCHIAOIIUHICS TOPO,.

OH MIOHSJII 3TO TOJIEKO TOT'Oa, KOrda €0 IMOYTU MPUTAHYIIN K HEMY, U My2KYKWHa CJIETKa ITOBEPHYIICS,
POBHEIM I'OJIOCOM MSTKO 1 BECEJIO.

«T'enepan Kpukc Magus. 3To OBITIO JaBHO».
MapuH 3acThlla, KPENKO yaepKuBaeMasi OXpaHOou.
«HepmocTaTo4HO [OJITO».

"O, & TOTOB IIOCIIOPUTS. [IpucaxuBauTeCs".

HmnepaTop HeOPeKHO KECTUKYIUPOBaJ, 1 MaguHa OTTAIlXIIU K KPECIy HallpOTUB, MIPEXK/e YeM eTo
TIOXUTUTEJIb CHOBA TUXO 3aTOBOPUII.

«HeT ... OH MOXKEeT CUETh CAaMOCTOSATEILHO».

MaprHa BHIBEPHYJICS, KaK JIETHO 0CIabeH OXPaHHUKHM, U B TeYEHHE MOJITUX CeKYH[I OH CTOSII
YIIOPHO, I'71a3 Ha CKallyoKep, KOTOPBIM BhIiepKaJl ero B3I/Id] He MUrasi. B Hanps>KeHHOU TUILIWHE
€IMHCTBEHHBIN 3BYK UCXOAW OT TUXOTO CTaKKaTo, KOorfa nanblbl CKailyoKepa IIOCTYKUBAJIHU 110
pe3HOMY NOAJI0KOTHUKY Kpeciia, Ha KOTOPOM OH pPa3BajIujICA ...

MapuH pOTSHY ellle HECKOJIbKO CEKYH, TI0Ka 9TO ITOCTYKUBaHUE 3aMeMJINIOCh, TpeXae 4eM,
CTHCHYB 3yOHI, OH CeJl B Kpecyo. 6oraTo yKpallleHHBIN faMacCKuii cTyj. MiMmepaTop KUBHYI
CTpaXXHUKAM, He TJIsOs, 3aTeM IOH0XKaa, TIsaas Ha MaauH, oka oHu He yinyT. Korma Mapus
XpaHu1 Mojyanue, CKalyokep JIUIIb pa3 B3TISHYI Ha CBOIO IIOMSITYIO ¥ CMSTYIO OIeXKAY.

«THl BRITTIAOUIIL HEMHOTO ycTaBIuM, ManuH. 2KusHb B Gerax Tebe He 110 BKycy? HemHoro gpyras, s
3Halo, OpolleHHas Ha BeTpy 6e3 MOAIepKKYU U HUKOT0, Ha KOT'0 TH He MOXKEIIb IIOJIOKUTELCS».

«MHe Heyero Tebe cKa3arTh, - IpoBopyan MaauH.
«HempaBga», - xpabpo Bo3pa3usn MmepaTop.

«Kak s yxke cKa3zaj, S Bcerfa AyMall, UTo ¥ Hac TaK MHOTO OO0IIero, moToMy 4To o6a CTOsIu Mo o0e
CTOPOHEI 3abopa».



OTO MPUKOCHOBEHHUE YIRIOKYM KOCHYJIOCH IJTMHHOTO IIpaMa Ha meke CKalyokepa, BCe ellle HaloIHss
MapnwHa MPUIXBOM FOPAOCTH 3@ TO, YTO OH IIOMOT HAHECTH ero Ty/a - OCTOSTHHOE HAlTOMUHAHUE O
TOM, 4TO y BparoB MmmepaTopa 6riu 3yOsl. MaguH JTegsTHBIM TOHOM OTBEPHYJIACh ¥ TOCMOTPENa B
OKHO.

"9T0 BO3BpalllaeT CTapble BOCIIOMUHAHUA?" - CIpocuil MMIiepaTop, IpoCiequB 3a B3raggoM ManuHa,
KOTOPHIM OKHUHYJ B3TJISIOOM TOPOL,.

«$1 MOHKMMAI0, YTO BHI IIPOBEJIM MHOTO BpeMeHH Ha KopycaHTe... 6e3 coMHeHUsI, cobupas
nHGOpMaIuio, YTOOH B3STh €e ¢ COO0H, KOTHa Bl IEPEIUTH Ha CTOPOHY AmbsiHCa. S HafleloCch, YTO 9TO
OBLIIO TTOJIE3HOY.

«3T0 OBIJIO OYEHB TI0JIE3HO».

«O4eBUIHO, HEOOCTATOYHO 0Ie3HO0. MHaue MeHs Ol 37ieCh He OBLI0».

"Brl fymaeTe, 3TO 0O3HA4aeT, YTO BHl BHIUTpanu?"

Manus ycMexHyJICA.

«Tonmbko 6UTBA, a He Bo¥HA. Ho 9T0 o pykoi».

«BBI HUKOTTIa HE BHIUTPAETE>.

«Cracu60 3a 06ryMaHHBIHM cOBeT. [[ymalo, s BCe paBHO MPOMOIKY CBOU IIJIaHEI».
He 3Has, 4To 3T0 Oblyo, MafivH clierka 0CTaHOBUIIACK.

"YT0 TH X04eln?"

«IIpocTo MOrOBOPUTE, HUKAKUX TAJIOK U KaMHel». B

MEICTISIX MaiuH MPOMEJIbKHYJIO Masielillee 3aMelaTeIbCcTBO, U CKallyoKep XOJIOIHO YIBIOHYICS.
«B Ty nepByio HO4Yb Ha« Oce » - THl CKa3all...«

[Tanky ¥ KaMHU MOTYT cJioMaTh Tebe KOCTH, HO CJI0Ba HUKOTIa He MPUUUHAT Tebe Bpena ». B,
KOHEYHO, ToMHUTE? ¢ momMHIO ".

CKaﬁYOKep MEOJIEHHO OTBEPHYJICA TUXUM U POBHBIM I'OJIOCOM.
«TBI OBLT IIpaB, KOHEYHO, CO CBOMMH IIaJIKaMH U KaMHIMH. Ho uTo, ecnu...»

OTH CcTpaHHBIE, HECOOTBETCTBYIOIINE I'Jla3a CHOBA BEPHYIUCH K MaguHy, HaCTOIBKO SPKUM, YTO
Ka3aJiock, OyITO OHU TIOYTU CUSIOT B YTPEHHEM CBETE.

"UTo, ecnu CcJI0Ba MOTYT CJIOMaTh u Te6s1?"
«TONBKO €CNu 5 BepI0 UM - a 1 HUKOTr[a He BePUJI HU OMHOMY TBOEMY CJIOBY».

«Y4YTO UPOHUYHO, TIOTOMY YTO 51 0OBIYHO TOBOPIO IpaBay. JIoXKb Takas... HeHykKHasi. X0TS S ¥ COBpal,
KOTI'[la cKasaJl, YTO He CYIIeCTBYyeT TaKoil Bellld, KaK KOJ CyOHOTO AHS, HO TOTHA Tkl 3TO 3HAJI».

"He xouenb cka3aThb MHE 3TO cerdac?"



Ckaityokep CyX0 YIIbIOHYIICS.
«Her, He 0c000».
«3HAuuT, TH Aejaellb IIpaBay TOJIBKO TOTa, Korfa Tebe 3T0 yAoOHO».

«CMsryaoiue 06CTOSITeNbCTBa. £ YBEPEH, UTO Bbl 9TO ITIOHMUMAETE - UJTA He MOTJIU OBl BB CKa3aTh
MHe KOJIbI CBSI3M ¥ MECTOHAX0XKeHNe IPYCTHOM, 000pPBaHHOM TOJIITBI aHAPXUCTOB, KOTOPhIE BCE ellle
CJIedyIOT 3a BaMu?»

«4l BaM HUYEro He TOBOPIO. BBl MOXKeTe OTIIPaBUTHCS B afi ¥ 3ab6paTh ¢ 000 BCIO CBOIO BOHIOUYIO
WMmepuio - myCcTh BH BCE CTHUETEY.

MapuH BHITIAIUII 9TU CJIOBa KaK MPOKSaTHe. «Kakou xkKe Bhl 3710, HeJaleKnuil, MCTUTEIIbHBIN
YyeJioBeK», - 0eccTpacTHO 3aMeTus MmMmnepaTop, B rojioce IPO3By4Yaso BeCETIbE.

"A THI?" - BO3pa3ui MafiiH, 0TKa3biBasiCh O0ATHCS.

«41 OBI He CKa3aJl, 4YTO ¥ MeHs OblJI OTpaHWYEeHHBIN KPyro30p. be3kaloCTHEM, KOTa g TOIXKeH
ObITh... B3pHIBHOM, KaK MHE CKa3all, - HO PeJKO OTpaHNYeHHBIN KPyro3op. CIUIIKOM OBICTPO
cOuBaembCs C MyTH, €CIM He BUOUIIL BCeX TPOIMKUHOK. KpoMme Toro, , 3T0 CBOOUT Ha HET Urpy ".

"3T0 TO, 4TO [ Bac urpa?"
«Bcerma», - 6e3 koneOaHu# cka3an MMmepaTop.

«OTHECHUCH K 9TOMY CIIMIIKOM CEPhe3HO, ¥ OH YHUYTOXKUT TeOs. ChecTb TeOs U C3Kedb, YTOOHI
pa3xkedb CBOU OTOHbY.

« Korpa B3opBanach 60M0a, Bce elrle OblI0 MOX0xkKe Ha Urpy Ha Peerless ? Te6Gs 3T0 pa3Becenunio ?
Wnu mpocTo GONTBHO?»

CkaltyoKep HOJIr0 CMOTPET, Tpexkie YeM OTBETUTh, HO KOTHa OH 3TO Cfellal, ero rojioc ObI TaKuM
JKe CIIOKOMHBIM ¥ OTCTPaHEeHHBIM, KaK BCerfa.

«Ila, aTo 6b110. OueHb. Ho ropasmo 6obime 01710 O0IBHO, YTO 5T IIOTEPSITT COPOK CEMb YEJI0BEK BO
BPEMSI 9TOT'0 B3PhHIBa».

«4 0o4eHb B 5TOM COMHEBAIOCH>.

«XOTs TO, UTO BBEL IOTEPSIIM U CBOIO KOMaHAY I10 IPOHUKHOBEHUIO, OBIO HEOOIBIINM YTEIIEHUEM.
Bam cnepmyeTr HayuuThCS JIy4ille 3a00TUTHCS O CBOMX JIIOAsAX, ManuH, TeM Oosee, YTO cefidac B BalleM
pacIopsiKeHUH Tak MaJlo Jiofel, - roBopuT MHe Intel. OHU monaratoTcs Ha Bac - Ha Ballle CyXOeHue.
[loBephTe UX XXKU3HU B CBOU PYKU. DTO CEPbe3Hasi 0TBETCTBEHHOCTD, IIOCKOJIbKY 3HAHUE TOr'0, YTO UX
6e30maCHOCTH TOJTHOCTBIO 3aBUCUT OT BalllUX PeIleHu ".

MapnwH XpaHuJI MONTYaHUe, He BCTaBas Ha YIOUYKY, 3Has1, 0 4eM roBopuT Ckaityokep. TOT MOMEHT Ha
6opTy « OCBI» HaBCerma OCTAJICS B €0 MaMATH U yKe CIMIIKOM MHOTO Pa3 pa3pyllall ero KOMMaphL.

Cxkaityokep HeOPEKHO OTBEJT B3TJISA.
«Ho Torma, BO3MOKHO, BH f[yMaeTe, YTO ar€HTOB JIETKO HAaWTH».

«JI71s1 MeHs1», - YyBEpPEHHO CKa3ajia ManuH.



«Bcerma ecTb JIIOOY, TOTOBBIE CpaxXKaThCs, JKeJaolire COOOIUTD 0 Bamel UMmnepun».
«41 yBepeH. X0Ts 51 TOBOPHUJI 3@ 06€ CTOPOHEI IPOIACTH.

«Hert, B AnbsgHCE HUKOTO HE OBLIIO».

«BEI 3HaeTe, YTO 3TO HeNpaBsAa, - Bo3pa3uil Ckaiyokep.

«Y4T0 KacaeTcs TOTo, KTO ... Thl ObUT OBl youBneH. Kpome Jleu, koHeuHo. 2Kako, 4TO TH HUKOITa He
ornacun 3To nyonuyHo. He moiimMuTe MeHs HeIIPaBUJIbHO, 3TO I10JIE3HO UMETh CTOJILKO Ha CBOMX
OINIIOHEHTOB, HO TEMNEPS ... TEIlephb 3TO IIPOCTO ellle ONUH YIYIIeHHBIN IaHC "

«MozxeT ObITh, ¥ HET. BBl MOXKeTe HCIBITATh 0K, KOT/la Y3HaAUTe 0 MOeM CMEpPTH... BOSMOXKHO, CTOUT
[BazK[bl IOAYMaTh, IPeXe YeM IPUHUMAaTh KaKue-TH00 MOCIeNTHbIEe PEIIeHUI».

Cyxas yneiOka CkailyoKepa HUKOITIa He Kacajlach 3TUX JIe[sHBIX IJ1a3.

«Ecnu BB cobupaeTech CO30aTh TaKyl0 yrpo3y, BaM JIy4lle UMeTh YTO-HUOYIb, YTOOH IIOOKPENUTD €€
- yero y Bac He Obit0. Hukorma He melTaliTech 00MaHyTh CUTXOB, MafuH ... €C/IU TOJIBKO y Bac HET
KaKUX-TO YOOOHBIX MCalaMUPH, CIPSITaHHBIX 1106/1M30cTH cHOBa ? HeT? Kak npuckop6Ho. Eiie ogun
CeKper. fl cmenaro Bce, UTO B MOUX CUJaX, YTOOH! TH yHEC ¢ CO00U B MOTHUTTY. "

CkaiyoKep ImePeCceiucs, B €r0 TOJI0Ce 3BY4alio XOJIOTHOE BECETIBE.

«Wtak, moMuMo Jleu: areHTHl, IPOLIIOe - Te, YTO MPSIMO ¥ Bac 07 HOCOM ... 3a6aBHO, 3TO HUKOTIa He
TO, 0 KOM BHI IyMaeTe, He Tak nu? Hy, B mro60M ciydyae , 9TO HUKOTTA He TO , 0 KOM BHI [yMaeTe».

«BbI HE 3HaeTe, 4TO 4 ayMari».

«HampoTuB, 1 TOYHO 3HAI0, KTO, 10 TBOEMY MHEHMI0, paboTasn Ha MeHs. T Tak yacTo roBopun Tar
Macca, gTo 3710 68171 COJIO, OHA CKa3ajia MHeE, UTO B KOHIIE KOHIIOB €l IIPHUIIIOCH OTKPHITh Ha HETO
¢aiin Intel».
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