"CKOMNBKO - B TONme?"

HaTan nomosnyan Kakoe-To BpeMs, 3aTeM: «[If0K1Ha, BCe B Hadase. Kak BBl y3HAIU?»
JIIOK 1oxaJ mjievyaMu.

«3T0 OBIIO HEMHOT'O CIIMIIKOM HeanbHO. ITO Ka3ajloCh OPKECTPOBAHHBIM».

«Tomnbko Tebe, yBepsio Te0s», - mooberan HaTaH.

«ITo GombIe# 4acTy 9TO OBIIO CIIOHTAHHO. MBI ITPOCTO [aIu HEOOJIBIIION TOTYOK>.

"A nuctBa?" - KpuBO crpocu JII0K, ONepPIINCh Ha KYIIETKY AJIST 0CMOTPa 60JIBHOTO.
«B03MOXKHO, MBI IIPEIOCTaBUIM HECKOIBKO IPOJABIIOB», - YAOBIETBOPEHHO CKa3anl HaTaH.
«MecCTHBIE ITOCTaBIIMKY, KOHEYHO, Ha BCAKUU CJIydal, €CJIU IIPOBEPST>.

OH noxan neyamu, Korga JIroK B3rJIsIHYJI Ha HETO.

"¢ mor OBL."

JIiok yneIOHYIICS, KOT{Ia, HAKOHEI], yIIaJl Ha MEeJUIIMHCKYI0 KPOBaTh; 3TO OBIJI0 HEBEPOSITHO XOPOIIIO.
«HuKorma He TOBOPU MHE, YTO Thl POOUJICS He [OJI HOMUTUKY, HaT». .. .... ...

Mapa IIPUCIIOHUTIACh K OanbHEel CTeHe B 3aTeMHEHHOM BHEIIHel KOMHATe MeOUaIIpOCTPAHCTBaA U
CMOTPEJIa 4epe3 H.II/IpOKI/Iﬁ 9KPaH M3 OPIrCTeKJid, KaK JII0K cman B 3aTeMHEHHOM KOMHATE, eT0 BOJIOCH
BCe elle ObLIH TJIagKKUMMU II10CJI€ HOYHOTO IIOTPY2KEHUA B 6aKTy. Mapa 3Halla, YTO OH HEHaBUJUT 3TO,
HO HaTtaH KakKuM-TO o6pa30M YTOBOPHUII €T0 COTJIaCUTHCHA, XOTA OHA HE MOT'JIa ITPEeNCTAaBUTh, KaKou
IMOAKYII OH HUCIIOJIB30BaAll.

MoxeT ObITh, 9TO ITPOCTO BIIEYATIISIONIE YIIOPHAas CIIOCOOHOCTh MeOUKa YTOMJIATh JTI0fieH, II0TOMY
YTO B TOT MOMEHT, Korfa JIfoK oka3ascs B 6akTe, HaTaH cHOBa oOpaTuil CBoe BHUMaHNe Ha Mapy,
CKaHUPOBAJI ee, a 3aTeM 0e33KaJI0CTHO MUJIUTI ee, TI0OKa OHAa He II03BOJIUJIA eMy CHOeflaTh en
TOHU3UPYIOLIUN YKOJI, IIPEXKAe YeM OTHATh IIPHUKa3.

«cOanmaHCUPOBAHHYIO €[y» HOCTABUIIA B €€ KBAPTUPY U OTIIPABUIIM Ty[a OTALIXaTh.

YTO OHa mesasna BCe IATh 9acoB ... 3aTEM OHA Ofienach 1 IIPpOKpaiaChb 06paTHO B MENOTCEK, YTOOKI
IMOCMOTPETH, KaK JIroK B3OpParuBaeT U OepraeTCsa B HEU3BECTHBIX CHOBUOEHUAX B 0akTe, Kak HHUKOI'Ia
PaHEbIIe, 3Had O TeX 2K€ CAMBIX OBIMHEBEIX KOIIIMdPaX Ha yT'jiaX €e COOCTBEHHOE BOCIIpUATHE, HO
HecrmocoOHOe HU YBUOETH, HU PACCEATH UX.

Ho Temepb OH cIlajl CIIOKOHHO, CUHSIKY, OeCYNCIeHHEIE TOPE3kl ¥ MOPEe3kl HCYE3TTH, KaK OYITO MX
HUKOTTIa ¥ He OBITIO, OCTAJICS TOJIBKO 6oJiee TIy00KUH XUPYPTUUECKHH [IpaM OT yOaJeHUs BEIOMOTO
YyuIa U ry6oKast HHPEKITUS ero JTOIbIXKKH.

Mapa HakJIOHHIIa I'0JI0BY, HabIomas 3a HUM, yibiOKa MMOosBUIach Ha ee rybax... 3aTeM ucuessa, Korma
OHa Cy3WuJIa I'Jla3a, TOBEPHYBIIKUCH, YTOOH IOCMOTPETh Ha ABEPD B I'JIaBHBIM MEIUAINYHKT 3a
HECKOJIBKO CEKYH[I 10 TOr'0, KakK OHa OTKphUIack. Kupusa [1'Apka Bollla B KOMHATY, €€ OJINHHOE
PyOMHOBOE TINaThe IIYPIIaiio B TUIIMHE, TOHKKWE MepPIlaHUsI PO30BOT0 30J10Ta B BHIIIIMBKE HEHALOJITO
OTpazKaJiCh B CBeTe Kopuaopa 3a Hed. OHa cheslana [Ba Ilara BIepeq B 3aTeMHEHHYI0 KOMHATY,
IIpexXae 4eM 0CO3HaJla IPUCYTCTBUE Mapkhl B TeHHU, IOBEPHYBIIMCH, KOTa OHa Hayasa.



Mapa ckpecTuia pyKH, HaKJIOHUB TOJIOBY.

"Ilpunete apecToBaTh MeHT?"

VimnepaTpuile morpedoBanoch He 60yee CEKyHABI, YTOOL BOCCTAaHOBUTH PaBHOBECHE.
"IloueMy THI cOenas 4To-To elme?"

«f myman, Thl He 3aKOHYMJI C IIPOIIJIOTO pa3a».

Bripaxenue nuila Kupuu moxosmoneno, HO OHa OTBEPHYIACh ¥ ITOCMOTpena Ha JIioka.
"XannuH cKa3aj, KOTrfa OH ImpocHeTcsa?"

B3arnsg Maps! 3agepxKaicsa Ha Kupuu ere HeCKOJIbKO CEKyH], 3aTeM OHa CHOBa IIOBEPHYJIACh K
JIoKy.

«On TOBOPHUT, 4TO elle HEMHOT'O».

«OH BHITTISIEN Y2KaCHO», - C YYBCTBOM CKa3ajla Kupus, mpexpae 4yeM OBEPHYTLCA K Mape TakuM xke
0eCKOMIIPOMUCCHBIM TOHOM.

«Tebe crenoBajo BEITAIIUTh €TI0 PAHBIIIEY.
«Ha caMoM ferne oH caM BRIOpascsi», - XOJIOHO CKa3asia Mapa.

«MBsI TONBKO uTO mopo6panu ero. Y Met ObIu OB TaM HAaMHOTO PaHbIIe, eCNId OBl ITyTEIIEeCTBOBAIUA CO
3BE3MHBEIMU PA3PYIIUTEISIMHY, a He u36eranu ux».

Kupus HeBO3MyTHMO ITOBEPHYJACH K CIsiliel Gurype.

«B03Mo0xkHO, Te6e CTOUT MOMHUTH 00 3TOM, KOTZla B CJIEAYIOUIUYN Pa3 Thl PEIINIID He TOTYUHSThHCS
IpSMOMY IPHKa3dy MMimepatopa».

«B03MOKHO, MHe ClIeflyeT IIOMHUTh 00 9TOM, KOTZa s IIUIIY CBOM 0TYeT 000 BCEM 3TOM HHITUMIEHTE.
Kak B ymMaeTe, 4TO S HOJIKEH MCII0Ih30BaTh, YUHUTD MPEMSATCTBUS, IPENATCTBOBATD UJTH ITPOCTO
MetaTh ? Wnmu, MOXKeT ObITh, BCE TPU».

B tyckmom cBeTe Mape OelCTBUTENIBHO ITI0KA3aJI0Ch, YTO OHA YBULENA JIETKYI0 YILIOKY
WmMmepaTpuiisl... faxe ycybIIIana 3TO B ee rojoce, KOTga OHA 3ar0BOpUIIA.

"U Tak manee."

Kupust monro Mmom4asa, He cBofs ria3 ¢ JIioka. Korga oHa 3aroBopuia, B ee rojioce Oblyia pekast
CHUCXOOUTEIbHOCTD.

«TBI XOPOIIIO CAEIad, YTO HaIIell ero».

Mapa nouyBcTBOBasa ce0st HelIOBKO. He uMes HUUero Ha 3TO CKa3aTh, OHa, HAKOHell, CHOBa
IIPUCJIOHUIIACh K CTEHE ¥ HEKOTOPOoe BpeMs cMoTpena, Kak JItok cnut. Korga Kupug He yiuta, Mapa
HaKOHeIl pa3pelniia, He 000payuBasiCh.

«4l mymato... TO, 4TO THI CHiesiasl, OBbIJI0... YMECTHBIMY.



"Bel gymManu, 4TO 39TO He Tak?" - TUXO CKa3aja Kupus.

«H ¥ BB IIPOCTO HaesIIUCh Ha 3T0? Boioch, BH He H30aBUTECh OT MEHS TaK JIETKO, KOMaHIUP
Ixeiin. MMmepaTop CTaHOBUTCS BCE CHIbHEE, U S HaMePeH CHejlaTh 9TO BMECTe C HUM. $1 Takxke He
coOupaioch J00ABIIATh K €r0 HOIIIEe B 3TO WK B JII000€ Apyroe BpeMs .

«CepresHo, - Cyx0 cKa3ajnma Mapa, - Tak THl ye33Kaelllb?

«qA TOBOPIO O TOM, 4YTO HE X049y 0eCIIOKOUTh I/IMnepaTopa HEeBaXKHBIMHU MeJI0O9YaMU BCEro, 470
IIPOUCXOOHUIIO B €TI0 OTCYTCTBHE>.

"AX, 9TO TO, UTO BEI cCeiuac Ha3rBaeTe?"

«Ms1 MOTTTH OBI CTOSITh 3[IECh U CIIOPUTH 10 PaccBeTa, KoMMaHaep [Keu, U 9TO MOTJIO ObI TOJIBKO
TAHIIEBATh BOKPYT COOTBETCTBYIOIIEN OUCKYCCHUY, KOTOPas JOJIKHA ObJIa MPOU30UTH B KOHIIE
KOHIIOB».

Mapa ckoHUTIa FOJIOBY.
"TIpomonxats?"
«[lepeMupue, KOTOpOe y HaC eCTh - s IpefJiarai, YTOOL OHO OCTaJIOCh B CUJIE ellle HEMHOT0».

«MHTEepecHO», - HEOIIpEeeIeHHO CKa3aia Mapa, BClIOMUHas YBEPEHHOCTh JII0Ka B TOM, 4TO 3TO
IpepoXKeHre IIOCTYIUT - UHOTIa OH MOT OHITh 0 6e3yMUS IIpaB.

«$1 yBepeHa, BHI COTJIACUTECH, YTO BCE, YTO IIPOM30IIIIO, OTKPHIBAET IYTh [JIg HEOOJIBIIOTO...
IIPOMIBUKEHUS HAIIIETO CEPIEYHOI0 COrIacusi», - MITKO CKa3asia Kupusi.

«41 mymar, meno OBITIO B TOM, 4YTO ST BepHY JItoKa, TH iepkKaJl gefla B II0KOe, KOHEIl CAeNIKU».

«Y MeHs HOBas CHefiKa - ¥, YeCTHO TOBOpS, 5 He MyMalo, YTO KTO-TO U3 HAC MOXKET II03BOJIUTL cebe
0TKa3aThCS OT Hee»,

Korma Mapa monuana, Kupus npogonxunia.

«$1 TOBOPIO BOT YTO: Y KaXJOT0 U3 HAC €CTh CEKPETH IPYT O Apyre... f 3Hai0 0 (hIaKOHAaX, U BEI
3HaeTe, UTO 5 3aAyMaJl B TOT eHb. 3[1eCh €CTh 0UEBHUIHOE PEIIeHue, He TaK JIu?

«3QM, TO, 4TO g caesas, ObII0 OMKUOKOM CyKAeHUs. Brl IBITaMMCh MEHS apecToBaTh!»
Kupus noBepHysach, ATHHHBIE PECHUITE 00PaTUIH OIMHYIO JIMHUIO Hal MUHOAIeBUIHEIMY T'Ia3aMH.

«HM y Bac ecTh moKa3aTeabCTBa 9TOr0 ¢akTa? Brl 3HaeTe, Kak u 5, 4To MMmepartop He OymeT
IerCTBOBATh IIPOTHB YejioBeKa 0e3 MaTepHasbHbIX, 3aKOHHBIX 00513aTEJIbHBIX JOKAa3aTeIbCTB. ITO
HWMnepus, KOTOPYIO OH CO3[AaeT, U OH yKe IIPOOeMOHCTPHUPOBaJjl, HACKOJIbKO CUJIBHO OH XeJaeT
CTpafaTh, YTOOBI OTCTAUBATh 9T IEHHOCTHU. W s CUMTAI0, YTO BCE OXPAHHUKH, KOTOPHIE
3agepxkuBanu Hatana Xo/inHa, 0 COBIIafieHUI0 OBLIM IIepeBeeHkl faneko oT KopycanTa. X0Ts 4,
KOHEYHO, He YBepeH - BO Bcex OeclopsaKax, s IOHMMal0, YTO ONpefeeHHble CIUCKA OXPAHHUKOB
OBLTH TIOTEPSTHHI.

" Mapa KuBHYyIIA.

"Kakoe cuacTee".



"He Ttak mu?"
«MHe He HYXKHHI IoOKa3aTeIbCTBa. I MOTy IpoCTo...»

Mapa 3akonebanack; OHa IIOYTH CKa3aja: «3arisHu cebe B TOI0BY», HO BOBPEMSI OCTaHOBUIIACH.
I'Apke He Hy>KHO OBLIO 3TOTO 3HATE.

«4 mMory cka3aTh JIIOKy, 1 eMy HYKHO TOJIbKO OBITh PSHOM C TOOOU, YTOOH! Y3HATH IIPABLY, TH 3TO
3Haelrb. Eciu ol cpocuT Te0s TUIIOM K JIHITY, Thl CEPhE3HO AyMaelllb, YTO MOXKEIh CONTaTh eMy?»

«To , 4TO g memnan, g CYUTan IIPaBUJIBHEIM [JId KUMIIEpPATOpa. Ecnu on pemni 3aridHyTh B MOU MBICIIH,
OH IIOHSJI OBl , YTO TOXKeE.»

"B camoMm mene?" - cupocusna Mapa, IbITassCh ype3aTh MMnepaTtpully, IipaBaa 9TO UK HET.
«Hy, Torma moyeMy THI TaK YePTOBCKHU He XOYeIllb CKa3aTh eMy?»

«$1 ckazan BaM, 4TO X0uy u3bexkaTh upe3amMepHoro 6ecrnokoiictBa MmnepaTopa. Bece, 4To Bh
cOernaeTe, IOOHMMAsSA 3TOT BOIIPOC, - 3TO IIOCTABUTE €0 B HEBHITOOHOE MI0JI0KEHUe, TIOTOMY YTO
IIpaBfa B TOM, UTO S €My BCe ellle HyKeH».

"Bl aGCOJTIOTHO YBEPEHH! B 3TOM?"

«TakK Ke TOYHO , KaK 4 5, YTO, II0 KaKOH - TO IPUYKHE, OH He TOPOC HagoedalT CBOe! MaleHbKOU
Oe3pmenymkon emne. X0TS 3TO MOXKET U3MEHUTHLCS , eCIM HEKPaCHUBO MpaBfia BhIIIIA, TOTOMY 4YTO BCS
mpaBpa ObI BHINIA, 1 BaM obelrato. Ero manmenbkuit 6penok Wouldn Y, B KOHIE KOHIIOB, BCE, YTO HAM
ymanock OBl COETNaTh, - 3TO OTTONKHYTh MMIepaTopa ¢ 00eux CTOPOH U IPEIOCTaBUTh €Ille OIHO
IOKa3aTeIbCTBO TOTO, YTO MBI HECITOCOOHEI K ITPOCTOMY CAaMOOTPAHMYEHHUIO - Jaxke KOorga Mel 00a
IIOHMMAIOT, YTO 9TO CaMbIM HETIOOXOOSAIIUM MOMEHT... {1 YBepeH, YTO BBl COTJIaCUTECH, BPSAM JI 3TO
mecTHHIM o6pa3 ». "A Harau?" - cmpocuna Mapa.

«Kak BB lyMaeTe, Kak UMeHHO HaTaH OTHEeCeTCs K 3TOM MaJIeHbKOM... COeJIKe ?»

"4 y:Ke KocBeHHO roBopus 00 aToM Hatany XonnuHy, u s CUUTal0, YTO OH IIOHUMaeT Heo0X0OUMOCThb
cTabuIbHOCTH. §1 yBEpEH, YTO CO BpeMeHeM OH Oy[eT BIOJIHE TOCYIapCTBEHHEIM [IeSITEeJIEM ... U UTO
Obl TaM HU OBLIO, S HAUMHAI OHKUMaTh yTo HaTaH XonnuH Bcerna OymeT genaTth TO, YTO OH CUUTAET
JIy4IuM [J1 cBoero MmmepaTopa ».

«2KaJKo, 94TO TH HE 0CO3HABAJI 3TOT'0 JI0 TOT'0, KAK apecTOBaJjl ero».
Kupwusi mpourHopupoBaia HaXXUBKY.

«41 y3Hatw B XaJMHe YeJI0BeKa, KOTOPHIM MTOJIOH PELIMMOCTH OBITh IIOJIE3HEIM MiMIlepaTopy u
00I1IeCTBY, KOTOPOE OH CTPOUT. B Tebe... {1 BUXKY TemoxpaHuTess, He 00jiee TOTO».

"YTO 9TO MOIKHO O3HA4YaTh?"

«Ecnu BB JOJIKHEI OCTaThCA, TO, 110 KpaliHel Mepe, IocTapaiTeCch HAyYUThCS OBITH OJIST HETO
IIeHHBIM... HAyYUTECh UTPaTh B 3Ty UTPY».

«4l mpepgnosnaraio, YTo 9TO TpyOLIN IIEPEBOM, MOJTYY, BEPHO?»

«HeMHOT0... GUNIOMaTUX TOXKE He IIOMeIlaeT».



"W THI CNly4alHO 3HaAEIIb TaKKe Belly, He Tak u?"

"Ecrnu BEL fyMaeTe, UTO 5 3aUHTepecoBaH B 00y4eHUN Bac, TO B omubaeTech. 1 IpoCTo Ipenarao
MeTO[I, C IIOMOII[bI0 KOTOPOT'0 Ballle OCTaBIIeecs 37eCh BpeMs OyeT MUHUMAaIbHO BPeIHEIM IJI51 BCEX
CTOPOH.

Het H606XOI[I/IMOCTI/I HHU B OJHOM, HH B 06oux KoHe4YHO, eCTh BCe IIIAHCHI, YTO OH B KOHII€ KOHIIOB
IIPOCTHUT HAC, HO €CJIX €CTh YTO-TO, UYTO 4 Y3HAJI O HallleM I/IMHepaTope, TdK 3TO TO, YTO €EMY HEJIETKO
JOBEPSTE - U €CJIN 3TO NOBEPHE CIIOMaeTCd, 3TO 3aHMMaeT MHOI'0, JOJITO BpEMEHH , YTOOBI 3aJIEYUTh
«,

«TBl myMaelllb, YTO 3HAEIIbL BCE YIJIbl, HE Tak JIU? Bce 3TU OTBETH TOYHO Ha MECTE».
«Jlymaro, 51 3Ha10 00IIecTBO, B KOTOPOM XKHUBY, KOMaHOUpP [IxKem».
"U, KOHEYHO, 5 He 3Haw?" - egKo oTBeTUIa Mapa.

"Bo3M0XKHO, BaM OyIeT HHTePEeCHO Y3HaTh, YTO, IT0OKa BEl OPOMUIM BOKPYT 3TOTO 00IIECTBa, KOTOPOMY
BBl TaK IIEHUTE, eCJIu ObI Y Bac OBIJIO JOCTATOYHO CPEMCTB, YTOOH BPEMS OT BpEMEeHU 0CMAaTPUBATHCS,
BBl MOTTH OBl YBUMIETD, KaK 5T IPOCTO TUXOHBKO 00IIar0Cchk. [I0OTOMY 4YTO 5T He BEIPACTH IPOCTO B
BEIPOC B CAMOM IIEHTpPe 3TOr0 06IecTBa - B caMOM KMMmepaTopcKoM mBopIie. M MpUroToBbTECH, HO Y
MEHS TOXKe eCThb IPY3bs B KOPOJIEBCKUX JJOMaX, KOTOPHIM 51 IEMCTBUTEIIBHO MOT'Y TOBEPSTh.

Te, KTO ObIJI BOCIIMTAH ¥ IIOHMMAaET BCIO STOLIEHTPUYHYIO UTPY BJIAaCTH, KOTOPas IPOUCXOOUT B Balllei
MaJIeHbKOM 3JIUTHOM KJMKe. M, ToBOps 0 Imopoyalnell pemyTaluy, IToKa Mbl 3a0upanu MMieparopa,
MBI C MOMM OPYTOM BCe ellle Habmogany 3a ToOOH ... ¥ OHa CKa3ajia MHe, UTO Tkl TOTOBUJICS K
IIePEeBOPOTY, CO BCEM TBOMM TLIATEIHHEIM YCTPAaHEHHEM JII000T0 COMPOTUBIEHUS ». Kupus
HEBO3MYTHUMO II0XKasa Iyie4aMu.

«41 TTOJIOKHUTI OIpeneeHHbIe CTPAX0BKH, Aa. JIFo0oi chema Okl TO XKe caMoe B JTI000H moJ00H0H
CUTyaluu, YTOOB 00ECIIeUNTh HETPEePHIBHOCTL MMIepuu. MeXOyIlapCTBUS - OIIACHbLIE BEIIy».

"['mapgkas IpeeMCTBEHHOCTh!"
Mapa ycMexHyIace.
«Bbe3 coMHeHUs, ¢ TOOOM BO IIaBe».

«Ecnu monagoburcs. Ckopee 51, 4eM KaKoW-HUOYIb HEM3BECTHRIN MOdd - UK, 4TO ellle Xyxke, 6oprba
3a BJIaCTh ¥ I'paXkfaHCcKas BoWHa. d Mor Okl 06ecrieuuTh 3Ty IPEEeMCTBEHHOCTE O0JIbIlle, YeM BEI
nyMmaeTe». Mapa 1mokaydalia IroJIOBOM.

«Hy, pa3Be y Tebs TpOCTO HET OTBETA Ha BCE».
WpeanbHEle TYOH U3 OYTOHOB PO3HI IIPUIIONHSITUCE.
«BrI TOBOpHUTE TaK, KaK OYOTO 3TO MITOXO».

['ma3a Mapsl Cy3uUnuch, HO OHa ycTajla OT 3TOX UI'PHL, U II0 IIpaBhe rosops, [I'Apka yxKe yCTyIIuI,
BHIIBUTAS MIPENIOKEHUE.

«BBI XOTUTE IIOUTU Ha KOMIIPOMUCC? BBl XOTUTE KaKyo-TO CTPaX0BKY OT 3TOU KOHKPETHOU CEPUM
KpaillHe HeyJa4yHbIX pemeHu? [IpekpacHo».



Barnsag Kupun Ha MTHOBEHKE BCTPETHIICS C HEH, ¥ Mapa moxaja IaedaMu.

"CkaxeM TakK, MHOTO€e IIPOSICHIJIOCH IJIS MEeHS 3a IOCeNHNEe HeCKOIbKO Helesb, BKIII0Yas Moe
cobcTBeHHOe Oynymmee. U Ballie, Kak 9T0 ObIBaeT. JIIOK TOBOPUT, YTO eMy HY2KHO, YTOOHI BH JepKaju
KOPOJIEBCKHUE [IOMA B y37ie, KOT[la HAYHYTCS U3MEHEHUS, ¥ €C/IU OH IyMaeT, YTO Thl €My HYXKEH, TO
1711 MEHS 9TOT0 NOCTATOYHO - HA JaHHBIM MOMEHT. UTO KacaeTcsl MeHs, Thl MOXKeIllb OCTaThCS ».
Kupus npunogHsiia uaeanbHO YX0KEHHYIO OPOBb.

«Kak MHJIO C TBOEM CTOPOHEBI».

«Ho moiiMuTe 3TO - 1 HAOM0JA0 3a BAMU, ¥ B TOT MOMEHT, KOTfIa S AyMalo, YTO B OOJIbIIIE He
IEeUCTByeTe KaK aKTUB, KOTOPHIH, II0 er0 MHEHHUIO, eMY HYXKeH, 3Ta CHejIka OKOHYeHa. [IpocTo
TIOMHUTE, YTO B CIEAYIOIUH pa3, Koraa Bul OygeTe paboTaTh Haf 3TOM IIafikoil HEIIPEPHIBHOCTHIO . "
II'ApKa HUCKOJIBKO He 00€CIIOKOUJICS.

"Torma y Hac ecTs IOHUMaHUE?"
«$1 OBI He TIOIIIA TAK HAJIEKO», - XOJIOHO CKa3asa Mapa.

«MoxeT OBITh, KOMIIpOMUCC». Kupus moBepHynach, 4T00b CHOBA B3TJISIHYTh Ha CIISLIYI0 QUTYDPY
JIroKa, Korfia OH CJerkKa Ioepa3all.

«OpuH MyOpHIT 4eT0BeK OJHAXKIBl CKa3al MHE, YTO KOMIPOMHUCC - 3TO XOPOIII0; KOMIPOMKCC OH
TTOHUMAJI».

Mapa HaxMypHIaCh HECKOJIBKO CEKYH]I, IIPeXe 4eM coo0pas3uiia, 0 KOM OHa TOBOPHUT, U e
IIPUIIIOCH TAXOHBKO PACCMESITHCS.

«3JTO OT YeJI0BeKa, KOTOPOMY He HpaBUJICS CIIOCO0 yIIpaBiIeHUs ralakKTUKOM, II09TOMY OH PEIIUI 3TO
U3MEHUTH>.

Kupus Toxe cnerka ynbsOHyIach.
«4l mogo3pesBato, YTO Hallle [IPefCTaBlIeHre 0 KOMIIPOMUCCE MOXKET HEMHOI'O OTJIMYaTLCS OT eT0».
Mapa KpyBO KUBHYJIA.

«4d TJ'IY60KO IMOJO03peBaAl0, 4YTO €ro uaesd KOMIIPOMHUCCA TdKOBa: « Bce pmemaliTe TO, 4TO S CUHTAIO
JIY4YIIUM, U I KaKUM-TO o6pa30M 3aCTaBJIIO BaC AYMATh, 9YTO BEI TOZKE€ 3TOT'0 XOTEJIA ». "

KI/IpI/Iﬂ BeCeJI0 KUBHYJIa, U Mapa ImogyMalia, He IMOOEJIMINCE JIM OHHU eIlfe OOJHUM MOMEHTOM
€IUHOMBIIIJIEHHWKOB; B IIPOIIJIOM I'OOY IIOJIYUHMJIOCH OBaA - OHA 3abecmokoniack. OHa moxasa
InjaevdYaMy, He xKeJlasa 00 aTOM OyMarThb.

«4] momarato, 4To ceyac Hy>KeH HeGOIbII0N 0CO3HAHHEIM KOMIIPOMUCC, a?»

«3TO0 HAMHOT0 0OJIbINIE, YeM 3TO, KOMaHAuP [IKelin, Tak pab0oTalT rocygapCTBeHHbIe fena. Temneps
KaXK[Iblit ¥3 HaC KPOBHO 3aMHTEPECOBAH B TOM, UTOOH XPaHUTh MOJTYAHHE... © UMETh OOIIYIO CBS3b.
[TpaBuTeNnLCTBA U 00IIECTBEHHBIE KOHTPAKTEHI - BCE XOPOIIIO, HO 9TO TaK. YTO AEPIKUT U
IIOAAEepKUBAET TeX, KTO AUKTYEeT TaKue Bellld. ITO TO, UTO UMHU OBUXKET ".

"f myma, 4To 3To 0b1ee 6maro?"

«He 6ymb HauBHEIM. COI03BI PEOKO 3aKITIOYAIOTCS 110 TAKUM aJIbTPYUCTUUECKUM IIPUYHMHAM, KaK



1106paﬂ BO/s. HO 9TO MOXKEeT mOCTEINeHHO CTaTh TaKUM - KOT[ia THI YYBCTBY€Ilb, YTO MOXKEIITh
JOBEPSATE CBOUM ... SHAKOMBIM».

"ITaBaliTe He OymeM 3[eCh YBIIEKAThCs, HE TaK MU?" - CyX0 CKa3asa Mapa.
«Bel 0OHapyXKUTE, YTO HUYTO TaK HE CKPEIJIIET COI03, KaK B3aMHasi YBEPEHHOCTh>.

«4T0 y HaC BHE3AINHO €CTh, IIOTOMY 4TO, €CJIU TH Ha[Oellb Ha MeHs, S IOJTy4y OT TeOs KpEICY,
BEPHO?»

«He coBceM Te c10Ba, KOTOpHIE 51 OB MCIIOIH30BaJ, HO, IO CYTH, Ja».
"A Kaky1o ¢pa3y BH Obl HCIIONIB30BANK?" - cIIpocuiia Mapa.
Py6uHoBEIe TyOb Kvpuu pacIyibiiCh B HEXKHEHIIEHN yITbIOKe.

«$1 GBI, HAaBepHOE, CKa3ad: MoOpo M0KaIoBaTh B 0YapOBATEIbHEIN IEHTP OBOPLIOBOM ITOJTUTHUKH,
KOMaHpop [lxeum».

"B camom mene?"
Mapa CKJIOHUIIa TOJIOBY.

«4 mymaio, 3T0 MOXkeT OHITh KOPOTKOE TpeOriBanue. Ha camoM fiene, st mymalo, 4TO B3aUMHOE
nIepeMUupre MOXKeT 3aKOHUUTHCS, KOTa S 3aKOHYY 3Ty (pasy... 1 6epeMeHHa».

Kupus MmenneHHO MOPrHyJa, 1 Mapa C yooBIeTBOPEHUEM YBUAEIA, KaK 9TO UeaIbHOE JIUI0
6e3MATeKHOU KPACOTHI YyTh-4yTh IIOTPECKAJIOCH, IPEXK/e YeM OHA BOCCTAHOBMIIA KOHTPO.

"IlonsTHO ... u UmnepaTop ..."
"3Haet".
"4 Buxy." . .

[Ton nHabmioneHneM 6eCKOHEYHO BCIIBUILYKBOM rocnoxu MMnepaTopa padym Kupuu ycrpeMuncs
OCMBICIIATD 3TOT (haKT ¥ IpOaHaIN3UPOBATh €r0 [I0CJIe MTHOBEHHOTO OCJIEIISIONIero B3phiBa
TPEBOTH, TBEPAO PEIIMB He MafiaTh epe CBOMM IIPOTUBHUKOM. be3qyMHO OHa pa3riafuiia CKIagKu
TJIaThsl, 3alpaBuiia BEIOUBIIYIOCS MPSIb BOJIOC TIOM CJIOXKHBIN T'OJIOBHOM YOOP, KOTOPHIHM HOCHUIIA, BCE
BpPeMs COIOCTaBIIsAS HexXeNlaTeabHble ()aKThl CO CBOUMU IIPeNoaraeéMbIMU HaMEPEHUAMH ...

U wrpa ellle He 3aKOHYMIIACH - ellle HeT. be3nenymka MMmepaTopa Heclla ero pebeHKa...
IPUCKOPOHOE 00CTOSTENTbCTBO, W, TOCKOJIbKY MIMIIepaTop 3Hall, o CyIIecTBy Heu3MeHHoe. Ho B
KOHIIE KOHIIOB, OHa OBIJIa BCETO JTUIIh JTI0O0BHUIIEH, ¥ MMOI0XKeHre Kupuu 0CcTamoch MPexXHUM; OHa
Obita MiMmepaTpuiie, a 9T0 03Ha4aslo, 9YTO eCJId OHa pomuT pebeHKa, ecinu MMmepaTop CenuanbHo
He TIOCTAHOBUJI MHAaYe, OH BCe PABHO OyMIeT 3aKOHHBIM HACIIeTHUKOM.

Best ranakTuKa BHelNa, Kak OHa B3sijia Ha ce6s poJlb MyXa B TOT CaMbIH IeHb, KOTIa er0 IOXUIIEHNE
CTaJI0 JOCTOSTHUEM 001IeCTBEHHOCTHU. 0HAITO ObIJIa Ta, KOTOPYIO OHU BUMENH, a He [IXKeii, KoTopas
TOJIBKO Korfa-nu0o paboTasa BHe MOJIst 3PEHUs U MOTHOCTHIO CUe3lia, KOTHa IIpaBa cTaja
M3BECTHA, He3aMEeTHO 151 BceX. PebeHOoK [Ixkeln Mor OBITh faXKe MyOIMYHO IPU3HAH - XOTS OHa
COMHeBajach, 4To MiMneparop Korma-mu6o 6yoeT HaCTONBKO HEBEXKJTUB, YTOOHI CeNaTh 9TO - U OH
BCe pPaBHO oCTaHeTCcs 0ojlee HU3KUM HaCJIe[ICTBEHHBIM CTATyCcoOM, 4eM 060l pebeHOK Kupuu Kak
Wmnepatpuiisl, o6ecreynBasi IPeeMCTBEHHOCTb, KOTOPYI0 OHa HaMepeBaiach BOIIPEKH faxKe. ..



Bo3HuKIIa MBIC/Ib, KOTOpas BhI3Bajia HEOOJIBIION CyX0U CMeX.
«Tak uTo [lanmaTuH 10 yMOT4aHKI0 T06eXKaaeT».

[>Kel HaxXMypuIach, Cy3uB Ijasa.

"Kakasa?"

«3T0 OBIJIO TO, YTO OH BCETMa UMeJl B BUy - pa3Be BHl He 3Hanu? OH CKasal, 4To g uaeasbHas
HWwmnepaTtpuiia. ITo BceMm mpuyrHaM, KOTOPHIE ST BCETHA 3asIBIIsiy, U JIIOK IpHU3HaBaJ, YTO 5 ObIT
uaeanbHBIM BEIOOPOM [iist MmepaTpulisl ... Ho 0H cKa3ail, 4To 1leHa 3a ecu OBl OH IT03BOJINI MHE
3TO MOJI0XKEeHue, Bel popunu Obl HacnemHuka ».

kel ToXKe TOPLKO cMesifiach Hafl JOCTUXeHueM [TanmaTuHOM CBOUX liejiei, B MAaHEBPUPOBAHUM
BCEX 3aMHTEPECOBAHHBIX CTOPOH B BHIOPAHHYIO UM JIMHHUIO, MaXKe U3 MOTHIIHL.

«f mymaro, 4to y JItoKa ele eCTh 1apa CIOPIPU30B AJI CTapUKa».

«Pacmag aBTokpaTuu? BepHo, 1 He gyMato, 4To [lajmaTyH nIaHupoBall 3T0», - BECeJIo pa3pelinsia
Kupus.

«IIpu3Haloch, 51 He cpa3y y3Hau cebs... O, s gymal, 4To Halll CBeXXUii, Moofo# MMmepaTop BHeCET
M3MeHeHH s, KOTla OH IIPUJET K BJIaCTH - MOXKeT OBbITh, faxke paguKasibHble, YBeINYNBaIoIIne
CBOOOMBI ¥ CIIPABEIIMBOCTh B KOHCTUTYIUHU, U TOMY ITomo0Hoe. Ho Bb OOpaTuTe BHUMaHUE, YTO 5 HE
BBITJISIZIEJT CJIMIIKOM YIMBJIEHHBIM, CTOSI HAa 9TOM BO3BBIIIEHUHM 110331 HETO ceromHs. Ber Oymere
yIOUBIIEHBI, KaK OBICTPO CTAHOBUTCS SICHa Oojiee MIMPOKas KapTHHA, KOTHa Y BaC €CTh OCTYII K 3TOMY
3aMeyaTeIbHOMY apXUBHOMY OaHKY B KauecTBe He-(paKTo rjaBhl TOCylapCTBa - faxe OIS KOPOTKoe
BpeMs. U ecnu OH X04eT MOJUYUHUTEL ce0e Kakoe-HHOyOb MajleHbKOe BOCCTaHueE, a He ITPOCTO
YHUUYTOXUTH UX, TO 3TO, KOHEYHO, €ro npeporaTusa ".

«Tak TH BCe elle...»

«ITogmepxuBaTth ero? Ila».

I'onoc [Ikein 0OCTOPOKHO ITOHU3UIICH.

"Tak 4TO, TH 3HaEIIb YTO-TO, YETO I HE 3Haw?"
«O4eHb BepOsITHO», - JIETKO CKa3aja Kupus.

«B maHHOM Ciy4ae s MOTY fJaxe 3HaTh TO, 4TO JII0OK He paccMaTpuBasl. 4 3HAI0 3TO, IOTOMY YTO
IIPOKUJI CBOIO XKU3HB 3[1€Ch, CPEIH 3IIeJIOHOB BJIACTH, U 5 3HAI0, YTO U3MEHUTCS ¢ Oojee
3HAUUTEIbHBIMU COOBITUSMH, @ UTO He U3MeHHUTCs. He3aBucumo ot Toro, OyHeT i1 OH Ha TPOHE WU
HeT, JIFOK 0CTaHeTCs BO I'JIaBe OTHOTO M3 CaMbIX 3HAYUTEIbHEIX KOPOJIEBCKHUX NOMOB, KOTma-Tu60
CO37laHHBIX. S BCTYIUII B 9TOT OpakK, Hecs IPefaHHOCTh, CBSI3H, CBSI3U U MONEPKKY, ¥ BCe 3TO OBLIO
6ecuenno ms Jlioka. He moHUMar, CKOJIBKUMY CBSI3SIMU U JIOSITBHOCTBHIO OH YIIPaBIISIET, HE3aBUCHMO
oT Toro, UMmepaTop oH unu HeT. Ero BiusiHWe Terneph pacIpocTpaHseTcs: Ha Bcex.KoponeBckue
IoMa, apMus ... ITO MOJIOO€e MTPABUTENILCTBO, KOTOPOE OH, KaXKeTCs, HaMepeBaeTCsl CO3[aTh, Maxke
€CJI1 OHO CaMO CBOUM CYIIIeCTBOBAHUEM 00sS3aHO EMY.

CrpeMsich co3maTh CTAaOUIBbHYIO MIAaTGOPMY AT PabOTH], OH CO3[aa CaMbIi MOTYIIECTBEHHHIH,
BIIUSTEJIbHBIN 1 BCeOOBEeMITIONINY KOPOIEBCKUY NOM U3 BCEX CYIIEeCTBYOUMX. BEl fyMaeTe o4eHb
y3K0, KOT'[la fiyMaeTe 0 HeM Kak 00 MiMmepaTope, KomMaHfepe [[Keus.



Co3maHHas UM OMHACTHUS U Hacjlenue He ImepecTanyT CyIIeCTBOBAThE IIPOCTO IIOTOMY, 9YTO OH COEIaeT
IIar Hal3afl - eCJIK 9TO BOOOIIe BO3MOKHO ».

«4 OyMalo, 94TO OH YGeJII/ITeHBHO OOKa3aJl, 9YTO €CJIK OH T'OBOPHUT, YTO YTO-TO BOSMOZXKHO, TaK OHO 1
6YJIGT, Jaxe eClin eMy IIpUAaeTCd COeJlaTb 3TO CaM».

«Ha 3TOT pa3s s mymato, 4To ThI paB. Ho 5T TakXke CMOTPIO Ha TO, YTO OH CHEeJaj, Ha BEIOOD, KOTOPHIH
OH C[iefiaJl, Ha TepeMeHHble, KOTOPble OH Pa3pellul, Ha BAPUAHTEH], KOTOPhHIEe OH IepKas B Pe3epse,
HO HUKOTZA He urpai... U s 3Hai0 3TOro 4eyioBeka. §1 3Hal0, YTO OH TBEPAO YBEPEH B TOM, YTO 3TO
OymeT IIaBHBIN IIePexof] OT abCOMIOTHOTO MPaBIeHUs K JeMOKpaTHH. M ecii OH XO4YEeT 3TOTO, TO,
BO3MOXKHO, OyJIeT He TaK JIETKO BEIOPAThCS U3 IIEHTPa CLEHH, KakK OH HafieeTcs. HeT, s gymato, 4To
Oymy mo0ysich TeM XKe BeJIMKOJIETTHEIM BUA0M C 6aKOHa MOUX allapTaMeHTOB B IMIIepaTopCKOM
IBOpIle B 0603pUMOM OyIYIIEM ».

«4l mymaro, THl yOUBUILLCS», - CKa3asa JIKeun.
«Ecnu JI10K 3aX04eT yUTU B OTCTaBKY, OH YULET».
«4l mymaro, 4TO yMeCTHOe CJIOBO B 3TOM IIPEJJIOKEeHUH - eCNIU» , - [IOHUMalollle cka3ana Kupus.

Pyka JIeup I0ACO3HATENIBHO JIErIa el Ha XKUBOT, U Kupus IIOCTEIIEHHO CMOTpeia BHU3. «Bam
MHTEPEeCHO, I'Ie Balll pebeHOK BIMCHBAETCS BO Bce 9T0? Torma 1mo3BoIbTe MHE CKa3aTh BaM: 9TO He
tak. O, B HacJeiuy, KOTOPOE s TOIBKO UTO OIHKCAJ AJIsT II0O0BHUIIEI, ECTh MECTO - TAKUX B UCTOPUHU
OOJIBIIMHCTBO KOPOJIEBCKUX NOMOB... XOTS 5 HE MOT'Y Ha3BaTh BaM HUM OJHOT0 U3 HUX. OHU OYeHb
OBICTPO yXOOAT B 6€3BECTHOCTD, KAK TOJIBKO POXKIAETCS 3aKOHHBIN HACTEOHUK ».

«TBI CEpbE3HO OyMaelllb, YTO OH ...»
[I>xelin Becesio MoKadasa I'0JI0BOM.
«BBI He 3HaeTe ero Tak X0OpOIIo, KaK iyMaeTe».

Kupus u3smHo yiae0HyIach, SIMOYKYM 00pa30BajuCh Ha U3SIIHO IIOKPACHEBIINX IIeKaX -
HECOBEPIIIEHCTBO, KOTOPOE, KaK OHA BCErjia YyBCTBOBaJIa, J00ABIISIIO YEJIOBEUHOCTH 6€3yIIpeyHOn
KpacoTe. «Bo3M0XKHO, HO 5T 3HAI0 Ce0si».

He BneuatrnenHas, [IKe¥ BEI3bIBAOIIE TTOIHSIIA TOAO0POI0OK, TAKOM XKe IIJTaMeHHBIH, KaK U ee
THUIIMAaHCKHE BOJIOCHL.

«THl He yTpo3a, Kak T gyMaelrsb, Kupua [I'Apka - jaxe 6113KO.

Thl x04elb, YTOOBI TBOE UMS OBIIO B yueOHMKaxX ucTopuu? Tebe Hy:KeH 3TOT TUTYJI, 3TO IpU3HaHUE?
Bo3smu ux. Tebe HyKHa 3Ta MPOKJIATAs AparoleHHas KOPOHa, TH HOIIY? X0POIIo, ITOHITHO. 9TO
IIPOCTO TsiKeJlasl KOJIIEKIIUS XOJIOMHBIX KAMHEeH, KOTOPHIE JIOBST CBET ¥ 3aCTABIISIOT JIIOfEHN MHOTIa
cMOTpeTh. Y Moy, KOTOPHIX OCTIENTIIET MajleHbKast KICKOPKa, He U3 TeX, Ha KOT0 S XOUy IIPOU3BECTHU
BIleYaTJIeHHe. ITO YeJI0BEK, KOTOPOro A X04y, a He ero I0JIoXKeHue ".
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