-MamMa, y Bac CerogHs xopoiiee HaCTpoeHue.”

YTpennee mpuBeTcTBue biap.

3aMeTHuB, YTO SMOLMOHATIBHOE COCTOsIHEE Biap G0 mydlie, 4eM B 1000H Apyro# JeHb, MepemuT
cKa3ajia 00 3TOM.

-boxe, Tl 3aMeTuna?” - b1ap 3aCTeHYUBO 3acMesiach U cka3dasa, - CKopo geHb poxpaeHus Ero
BenuuectBa MMnepaTtopa. KaxXpobli feHb 10 HETO - BOJIHYOLWINMA.”

9710 OLUI HEOXKUIAHHEIA OTBET.

B ToT MOMeHT, Korga MepeauT OBITI0O UHTEPECHO, B YEM XKe [eJI0 Ha CaMOM JeJie, TIOCTIBIIIAJICS T'0JI0C
Bbap:

-[Tpuni; ®abuan TakxKe OyOeT MPUCYTCTBOBAThH, BeMlb S TaK JaBHO €ro He Bupena.”

Y curo MUHYTY CTajo MOHATHO, TodeMy Bisp Oblia B XOpoIleM HaCTPOEHUH.



-Korpma BbI B mocneguuit pa3 Buaenu Ero BreicoyecTtBo npunIia?”

-B meHb MOero poxXaeHus B IMPOILIOM rofy. He3aBUCHMO OT TOT'0, HACKOJIbKO BaXKHa yuyéba, MHe
TIeYasibHO OTTOTO0, YTO S HE CIMIIKOM YacTO MOTY YBUAETh ero nuio”, - Bisp HaxMypumiach u
nobaBuna: - Pazymeercsi, MO€ OUTS CUJIBHO BOCIIOJIHSET MOE OOUHOYECTBO.”

-Ecnu mpuHIT Ha 3TOT pa3 BEPHETCS Ha PomuHy, BENIUTE eMy 0CTaThCS 3[eCh IOJOJbIIe.”

-4l xoTesna cpenaTh 3TO, HO AyMalo, YTO OH OTKaXKeTCs, OIIPaBAaBLIMCh TEM, YTO OKOHYAHHE
Akapemuu - B IpuopuTeTe. fd MHOTOr0O He XAy.”

-Ho ecnu oH KaK MOXKHO CKOpee OKOHYUT AKafleMHI0, CMOXeT BepHYThCA B banTuiickyio [IxkeuH.”

e Tol mpaBa”, - Brap cierka npuiypuiiachk 1 OLICTPO CMeHMIa TeMY: - BepHee, TH Xe elle He
Bupena ®abuana?”

-IIa, Bame BennuecTtso.”

-OueBugHO, Tebe OH TOXKe MOHpPaBUTCA. [I0TOMY YTO OH MUJIBIHM U HOOpHIH pe6€HOK. OH MOX0XK Ha
MEHSI, ¥ BEITJIIOUT BEJINKOJIEIHO.”

-Ecnu mpuHI] TOX0K Ha CBOIO MATYILIKY, TO 51 YBEPEHA, YTO Tak u Oymer.....



B 9T0 BpeMst KTO-TO TUXMMHU IlIaraM{ BOIIEN B IPUEMHYI0. 3a ciuHOM Biiap Onlna 3amMedeHa
KaTapuna, KoTopas IprBe3jla CEPBUPOBOYHYIO TEJIEXKKY.

B 3TOT MOMEHT MepeauT MoHsIa, YTO IIPUILIJIO BpeMs OCYIIeCTBUTD €€ MaBHUY IIJIaH.

-Kcratu”, - B TOT MOMeHT, Korfa KarapuHa Hanuia MHE 4aid, 1 OTKPhIZIa POT U 3arOBOPUIA, - ECTh 1u
y Baiiero BenudecTBa anneprus Ha MepCUKu?”

-Anneprus Ha nepcuku? HeT, y MmeHs e€ HeT. C 4ero 310 BOpPyT?”

-ITo mpaBge roBops, 51 cobupanack mogapuTh MmepaTtopy TOPT ¢ GOJIBIIUM KOJTUYECTBOM IIEPCUKOB U
KJTyOHUKH, B 3TOM fBOpLE.”

-O 60xe, JIUIIH YCIIBIIIAB €T0 OMKCAaHKWe, Y MEeHS MOTEKJIH CITIOHKH.”

-Ho s HemaBHO cibimana, 4To y Ero BenuuecTBa Oblyta anneprus Ha MePCUKH.”

-Y Ero BenuyectBa MmmnepaTopa? HacKombKO 51 3Hal0, y HETo HET ajJIEPTUU Ha IMepPCUKu.”



-4 Toxke y3Hana 00 3TOM Ha ypoKax misi MiMrepaTpulibl, HO II0X0XKe, YTO OHA MOSBUJIACH ¥ HETO
COBCEeM HemaBHO.”

-Ho B03M0OXKHO 7111 TproOpecTy anieprui?”

-Ila. 4 3Hat0, 4TO 3TO HE PEOKOCTh.”

-Torga Hy>KHO IIOMEHATh UHT'PEAUEHTH [Jjid TopTa.”

-M3BunUTE, I TaK Pe3Ko npenyrpenniia BaC 3aMEHUTE IIEPCUKU HaA alleJIbCUHEI. 3TO 04YEeHB CJI0KHO
OJIs1 OCTaBIIETOCsSA BpEeMEHHU, HO 3TO BaXXKHBIN BOl'IpOC."

-Xopomtag unes. Ho MHe ITOHpaBuUIach Ipolnias 3agyMKa. sl IOATOTOBUIIL IEPCUKOBLIYA TOPT Ha
MOU [eHb POXOeHUs?”

-KoneuHo. {1 3amomMHI0 ¥ 00513aTEIbHO IIPUTOTOBIIIO €T0, MaMa.”

Tem BpemMeHeM MepenuT mocMOTpesia Ha yXOOdllyo Katapuny.

“O4eBUAHO, OHA CIIBIIaIa BECh pa3rosop.”



3aTrem KaTapwHa BBIIIA. DTO OBIJIO HEMHOTO IT033Ke 0OBIYHOTO.

“HaxuBKa 3akuHyTa. Kmoiicst pribka Oosbiias ¥ MajieHbKas.”

MepenuT IpHUIIIOCH CAEPKUBATh Ce0s B IOMBITKaX pe(IeKTOPHO IPUIIOTHSATE YTOJIKHU T'y0.

)%k

Bcé Ovl10 Tak, Kak 1 0XKugana Mepemur.

Kaxk Tonpko KaTapHHa BEPHYJIAaCh B CBOIO KOMHATY, OHA Oajla YKa3aHUA FOpHPI‘-IHOfI:

-Ha#igu cnyry, KOTOpHI# cefiyac paboTaeT Ha KyxHe fABopiia Koposessl.”

[To mepe npubnuxenus gHs poxpenus: Mmnepatopa Kataputa Bcé 6osnblie 6eCIOKOUTIACS,
TIOCKOJIBKY He MOTJjla IPUAyMaTh, Kak OTOMCTUTL MepenuT.

“MHe nogBepHYyIach Takas ygava!”

Ona yyBCcTBOBasa cebs Tak, CJIOBHO MOIYYHUIA JTyYIIUY TOMAPOK CyabOBI, BCETO JIUIb HaluBas Yai.



“I'mynass Mepenut. Bynb Th gaxe mepen BooscTBytomet iMnepaTtpuiiel, Hago OBITE OCTOPOXKHOM!
CnoBa 6bICTpO HalpyT cebe mpuMeHeHUE.”

[Toremasick Hag Mepenut, KaTapuHa moksisnach, 4To 6yieT cMesiTbCs IOCIeqHeN, CTaB
VimMnepaTpuiier BMECTO HEE.

“M=lI emmé mocMoTpuM. Ha 3TOT pa3 s omo3opio TeOs Ha rna3ax y Bcex!”

A B KadecTBe OOHyCa 51 CMOTY IOTy4YuTh 3DPEKT yXyAleHusI OTHOLIEHUN MeXay MepeauT u
HWmMnepatopom.

Pa3MBIIIIsSIsS 0 TOM, 4YTO MPOU30UaET B OmuxkarieM OynyiieM, KaTrapuHa He CMOTTIa ciepxaTh
pamocTh, ¥, B KOHIle KOHIIOB, TPOMKO 3aCMesiiach.

)%k

Bpemsi cHOBa IIIJI0, ¥ HAKOHEIl, HacTal leHb poxaeHus Teomopa.

....... OueHsb ycTana.”

OpHako B 3TOT MPa3gHUYHBINA JeHb MepeauT Oblia B IIJIOXOM CaMO4YyBCTBUU. A BCE IIOTOMY, YTO
BYepa HOUYbI0 OHA COBEPIIEHHO He MOTJla YCHYTh, fajKe He OTAbIXaB, OHA 3aHMMasiach IOCIeTHIM
IIPUTOTOBJIEHNEM TT0oJapKa s Teogopa.



“Ho s ropma TeM, 4TO BUXKY IIOJTHOCTHIO 3aKOHYEHHBIN [TI0JapoK.”

OH OB cHeJaH B CIIEIITKe BCEro 3a MeCsIl, HO BCE PABHO BRITJIIUT HeIIo0xo0. [laiaHa, TOMOTaBIIas
MHe, TaKXke CKa3aJjla, YTO OH XOPOILIEHbKH, TI03TOMY ITOJIapOK He MOT, He ITIOHPaBUTCS.

-XOpOIIEeHbKO yIakyh ero, [JxKynus. 9To BaXXHBIM IOJapokK.”

-Koneuno, Baire BenuuecTBo. X0TUTe Ha4aTh IPUTOTOBIEHUS ceiidac?”

-fl He gymaro, 4TO OII03[al0 Ha [NeHb POXKIEHUdA.”

BankerT 110 cnyvyato umMeHuH MMiiepaTopa HauvHAJICA PaHHUM BeUyepoM. Bce ciykaHKY gBopLa
VimmepaTpuilsl cobpanuch B IOKOSIX MepeguT, 4TOOH IOMOYL €1 TOATOTOBUTHCS K DaHKETY.

-4 mymato, 3TO OXKepenbe ydllle, 4yeM To. Pa3Be 0HO He ObLIO ObI CIUIIKOM SIPKUM?”

-O uém BbI ToBOpUTE? CeromgHs BBl HOJIXKHEI CUSTH sipue Bcex!”

-CoBepIieHHO BepHO. Besakuii, k1o yBupuT E€ BennuecTBo, HONXKeH NPEKIOHUTH KOJIEHU TIepef e€
Kpacortou!”



910 OBLN IIEPBHIM IeHb POXKAEeHUST FIMIepaTopa, Ha KOTOPOM OHa Obl ITPUCYTCTBOBAlIa, fia €IIE U B
KayecTBe MMmneparpulibl. [I0OCKOJIBKY 3TO ObIJIO 3HAMeHaTeIbHOe COOBITHE, CIIyKaHK! MepenuT
IIPUJIOKUIN BCE YCUIHS, YTOOB HApSIAUTh U HAKPACUTH €€. B TeueHUe HECKOJILKUX YacoB MepenguT
OEeJI0OBUTO HapsiXkKali.

-Utak- Bceé roroso, Bame BenuuecTtso.”

910 O8I0, KOraoa MepeJII/IT 3dCHYIJIa, He IIpeodojieBasd YCTaJIOCTH BO BpeMs HaHECEHUA MaKUsXKa.

Mepe}lI/IT IIPOCHYJIACh OT PAa3AaBIIETOCA I'OJIOCa FOpHPI‘-IHOfI, " MEOJIEHHO IIOOHAJIa BEKH.

U ona CTOJIKHYJIAChb C OCJIEIIUTEJIbHO KpaCHBOﬁ co06oii.

P030Boe€ MIaThe C U3SIIHO BEIIATHIM KPY2KEBOM U OOTATEHIME 000pPKaMu cennano MepemuT
HEBEPOSTHO MuUJIoN. Trapa ¢ po30BHIMU OpUIIIMAHTAMY Ha €€ rojioBe Oblyla BEIIOJTHEHA 6e3
U3IUIIECTB U MpHUaaBaaa MepemuT HOCTOMHCTBO ¥ aBTOPUTET VIMIIepaTpHUIILL.

I'nsapst Ha ceOst B 3epkaio, MepenuT mpobopMoTara:

-YouuTenpHO. 1 4yTh OBIIO OMKMOOYHO He IMOAyMalia, YTO BEPHYJach B IeHb CBAAbOHI.”



-9T0 KOMIJIUMeHT?”

-KoneuHno. 9T0 Tak KpacuBo”, - moxBajauiia MepeguT cTapaHUs CIIyKaHOK, C BIleYaTIEHHBEIM JIUIIOM, -
Cnacu6o BceM. bnaropmapsi BaM, He qyMalo, YTO sI CETONHS MPEKJIOHIO KOJIeHU Ieper KeM-Tu0o B
OaHKeTHOM 3ae*.”

(TTpuM.: 3To MepenuT Tak IOUTpPasia CO CJIIOBAMM ¥ IIOBTOPHUJIA TO, YTO €¥ TOBOPUJIM TOPHUYHEIE UYTh
BBIIIIE, BEIOMpAs oxkepenbe. Tak OHa CKasaja, YTO «Kpalle e€, Ha 0aHKeTe HUKOTrO0 He OymeT»)

-AGcomioTHO. Barre BennuecTBo - caMasi TpeKpacHas XKeHIuHa B 3Tou UMnepun.”

-JIr060#, KTO YBUIUT Bac CETONHs, OyIeT BHHYXK/EeH BIIOOKUTHCS B Baile BenrndecTBo. B Tak
Kpacusel!”

Tak, mo-apyKecku, MepenuT 1noo0dIanach C TOPHUYHBIMH.

-Bamre BenuuectBo, Ero Benuuectso MnepaTop npudsin.”

K MepenuT mpumién BeCbMa HeOXUOaHHbINA 'OCTb.

OHa SpKo yIHOHYIACh U CKa3ana:

-Briyctute ero BHyTpB.”



Yepes nmapy CeKyH[ OABEPh OTBaApuUiIach, U 3a Hel IToKa3ascsa Teomop.

-[IpusetrctByto Conuue Umnepuu, Ero BenuuecTso......

OpHako MepenuT He 3aKOH4YHUIa npuBeTCcTBHE. OHa ITOCMOTPeNa Ha Teogopa ¢ olIapalleHHEIM
BhIpaXKeHMEM JIUIIA, Jaxe He fyMas, YTO el Hy2KHO TOPONIUTHCS 3aKOHYUTh CBOE IIPUBETCTBUE.

To xe camoe u ¢ TeogopoM. He nmonpuBeTCTBOBaB, OH CMOTpPeJl Ha MepenuT C 3aCTHIBIIUM JIUIIOM.

....... Bamie BenuuecTBo.”

....... HWmnepaTtpuna.”

IIBa 4esioBEKa, CTOSIIHE JIUIIOM APYT K APYTY, IPSIMO ceiddac gyMaiau 00 OMHOM U TOM XKe.

“Brl Bcerga ObIIM TAaKUM KPaCUBBIM?”



“Bel Bcerga ObIIM TaKOM KpacuBou?”

EcTecTBeHHO, OHM Jaxe He MoradblBalauCh, YTO OyMaloT 00 OIOHOM U TOM ZXKe.

“KoHeuHo, 5 ¢ caMOro Havyaja 3Haja, 9YTO BhI KpacCus, HO......

“KoHeuHoO, s MogyMaJi, 4TO Bbl KpacHBas KeHIIWHA ellé C TepPBOii Halllel BCTpeyun.”

BepOHTHO, 3TO OBLIH II0CIeaCTBUuA TH.IaTeJ'[BHOfI IMOATOTOBKH, HO CETOOHMA B I''la3dX OPYT OPyTrd OHU
BRITJIAOEIN HEMHOTI'O HHa4e, 4YeM OOBIYHO.

PaSYMeeTCH, B ITOJIO2KUTEJIBHOM KJTIOYE.

910 OBIIIO TPUMEPHO B TO BPpEMsI, KOTa 3HaKOMCTBO APYT C APYTOM «II0-HOBOMY» JIMIIUJIO ABYX
JIIofel BO3MOXKHOCTH MBUTATHCA:

-Bame BenuuecTtBo”, - [IXKynug HarioMHUIIa MepequT o TOM, YTO OHa He 3aKOHYUJIA IPUBETCTBUE.

Haxkosnen, MepenuT o4HyJach ¥ IIpoMoprasacs.

...... Kaxertcs, 3T0 IIPUBEJIO K 4EMY-TO HEJIOBKOMY.



-[TpusetrctByto Conuue Umnepuu, Ero Benuuectso UMmnepatopa.”

MepenuT MOCIEeNIHO T03I0P0Baiach, ¥ TONBKO TOraa Ayia Teomopa BepHyIach 06paTHO B TEJO.

-.....AMmmneparpuna.”

-Bel mpuminu Tak ganeko. A He MOIUIXA MPSIMO B 6aHKETHBIH 3al......

-4 xouy noutu Tyga ¢ Umneparpunei.”

-Brl npuexanu Ha KapeTe?”, - cripocusia MepenuT, OCTAHOBUBIIKUCEH Ha 3TUX CJI0BaX.

-Ia. CeronHs 51 BHOBb Oyny «007IbHEIM»”, - Teomop yibIOHYIICS ¥ IPOTSAHYT MepenuT pyky, -
[Moiimémre BMecTe.”

U mocMOTpeB Ha ero pyKy, MepeouT moYyBCTBOBajIa, Kak e€ Cepalle KOJOTUTCS OBICTpee 0OBIYHOTO.

..... Takoe yxe ObIJIO paHbIe.”



Korga mMbl coOupanuch Ha COBMECTHHIM YKUH ¢ B1ap, BCE ObIJI0 IPUMEPHO TaKXkKe.

“Ho 310 yTO-TO mpyroe. CerogHs HEMHOTO M10-OPYTOMY.......

¢ HepBHUYAIO, MOE ceppre ObETCST OLICTPO, a TJIABHOE......

...... # He Mory cMoTpeTsh B ria3a Ero Benuuectsy.”

Crasio TpyoHO CMOTPETH B Te I'Jla3a, B KOTOPEIE 51 BCeryia CMOTpesa U ybibanacs.

CTtpanHo...... MeHs cMyIaeT 3To.

Y korma MepeouT He MOTJIa MOIIEBETUTHCS M, KaK Impexae, u3berasna ero B3rIsL/a.

OH He cTan 0ojee XKOaTh ¥ MEPBLIM B3I MepenuT 3a pyKy. HeoxkumganHo, KOTa TEII0
PacCIpOCTPAHUIIOCH TI0 €€ pykKaM, MepeguT mocMoTpesna Ha Teomopa ¢ yOUBIEHHBIM JIUIIOM.



-M&I o1m1037aeM.” - OH TUXO MPOIIEeNnTall.

B T0 ke BpeMs 3T0 npupano MepeouT HeMHOTO OOJIbIIE CHJL.

Mepenut mogyMara, UTO TO, YTO OHa ceiyac mepxara, OBIIO cepalieM, a He PYKOH.

....... 9TO CBOOUT MEHS C yma.”

Wuaue cepaie He 6umock OB Tak OBICTPO.
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