-Brt mBoe. O 4éM BHI TaK CEPLE3HO TOBOPUTE?”

-Bame BenuuecTBo, Kaxk BEI 30€Ch....." - ClIpocuiia MepenuT ¢ pacTepsHHEIM JIUI0M, - Pa3Be BH He
crianu?”

-4 mpocHYyIICS paHbllle BpeMeHU”, - BCE eIllé C HeHOBEPUYHUBEIM JIUIIOM Teomop KOPOTKO OTBETHUI U
cripocu’t: - O 4éM BHI TOBOPUTIU?”

-4 pacckaseiBana capy OenuKcy o TOM, YTO MPOU3OIIN0 CeTonHsa”, - mpexnae yeM PenuKc 9yTh OBIIIO
He CKas3aJ IIpaBAy, BMelnanack Mepenurt.

denuKkc CMYIIEHHO IIOCMOTPE Ha MepeauT, HO OHa MTOCIENIHO 3aT0BOPHIIa, YTOOL OH 3aMOjT4al 1 He
TOBOPHJI HU CJIOBA:

-0, mpuHIiecca IIIBapi; BopBajack Ha CeTOHSIIHEe YaemuTue.”

-Ha gaenutue?”

-Ia. d yrmy0miock B meTanu U pacckKaxky BaMm 00 3ToM.”



MepenuT HeJI0BKO YIIOHYIach U MOAOIIa K Teomopy.

Teomop moouyepenHo MocMOTpen Ha Mepenut u ®enukca, a 3aTeM cpa3y xKe MOumENn ¢ MepemuT.
3ateM MepeguT 0CTOPOXKHO MOBEpPHYach K DeNuKCy ¥ MPUIIOXKKIIA YKa3aTeIbHEIH maell K rybaMm.

“IToxarnyiicTa, mepXuTe 3T0 B cekpeTe oT Ero Benuuectsa.”

®enukc nocMOTpeN Ha MepenuT ciierka pacTepsIHHBIM JIUIIOM, M, B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, KUBHYJ. MepeauT
yNIBIOHYIaCh ¥ CHOBa ITOBEPHYJIA T'OJIOBY BIEPEL.
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B onouuBantHe Teonopa Mepem/IT PpacCCKa3allia BCe HOI[p06HOCTI/I CEeTOOHAIITHEr o JHd.

Teomop KuBHY, 6yaTO GBI 00JIBIIE HUYETO €T0 He YIUBIISIIO.

-Ho BBHI XOpOIIIO CIPaBUIUCE.”

-MeHs1 6€CIIOKOUT, HEe CIIMIIKOM JIH MHOT'0 BCETO0 s COBepIar.”

-Cnumkom MHOT0? Huckonpko”, - Teogop ¢eIpKHYN, - OHM HUYEro He MO03Hal0T, Oyab Bbl CIIUIIKOM
MUIOCEPIHOM.”



-Munocepguou?”

-Ia. 651 maBHO Opocun npunneccy llIBapl B TeMHUIY 3a HeyBaXKeHUe K MMnepartputue.”

-.....0TO miepebop.”

Y Ero BenuyecTBa U MBICTIA HET O 30JI0TOM CEPEOUHE.

-Bel cniuimkoM MunocepaHel”, - Teomop TYT Ke OIPOBEPT €€ CIioBa, - OHa mocMesna BTOPTHYThCS Ha
BCTpedy MMIepaTpuilsl 1 HaBeCTU TaM IIyM. Ka3Hb - 9TO caMoe Majioe, 4TO S MOTY NPEeJIOXUTh.”

He 3Ha4, Tak nmu 9T0, HO OJI Mepem/IT CMEpTHasA Ka3Hb Ka3ajlaCh CIIMITKOM CYPOBEIM HaKa3aHHEM.

Ho, pa3se 310 He JIy4lliee HaKa3aHNe 3a XKeCTOKOCThb YyejoBeKa’?

B TOT MOMEHT, Korfia s mogyMasa 00 9ToM:

-Ho BHI JIOCTOfIHH moxBasml. He OyMalo, 9TO CMOT OBl OTHECTHUCH K KOMy-HI/I6O 13 HUX TakK MSTKO.”

-4 ToXXe He TakKas yXK 4 MITKasg”, - IpeyBeJInueHHO HeyBePEHHBIM T'0JI0COM OTBeTHIIa MepenuT: - Kak
OBl TO HU OBITIO, €€ THEB 3HAYUTEJIbHO BHIPOC, TAK YTO S YBEPEHA, YTO OHA MOMBITAETCS OTOMCTHUTh
MHe.”



-Y Bac ecTh KaKOW-HUOYIb MIaH?”

-Koneuno”, - MepeouT yBepeHHO KUBHYIIA.

[Tocne Toro, Kak OH ycinblan njaad Mepenut, B3risag Teogopa HEMHOTO U3MEHUIICS.

-9To xopoliu# mnaH. HensBecTHO, monameTcs nu oHa.”

-E€ moiimaior. be3 coMHeHUsA”, - yBepeHHO cKa3ajla MepenuT, - «Ecnu pribKe 3aKUHYTh HaXKUBKY,
oHa 003aTeNIbHO KII0HEeT».”

-Co0OCTBEeHHO, 5 AyMaio Takxke.”

-HUtak, eCcTh 1 4TO-HUOYOb, YTO BHI IEMCTBUTEIHLHO XOTUTE TOIYYUTh B IOAAPOK Ha [IeHb POKAEHUA?”

Teonop YCMEXHYIICA BHE3aMHOU CMEeHe TEMEI Ppa3rosopa.

-4 mymar, 4To MBI 3aKOHYHUJIU C 9TUM BOIIPOCOM €Illé B POLUTHIH pas3.”



-....To, 4yTO BaM HpaBuTcs.”

-Y MeHd HeT Takoro.”

-He mpaBpma. ¥ Kaxkmoro yejgoBeKa MOIKHO OBITh YTO-TO, YTO €My HPaBUTCS.”

-4l HuKorza He gyMain 06 9ToM.” - 3afyM4uBO O0TBeTUN Teomop: - To, UTO 5 CKa3ajl B IPOUIILIU pas3¥,
OBLIIO IIYTKOM, ¥ Ha CAMOM JieJie BaM He HyKHO CJIMIIKOM 0eCIIOKOUTHCS O IofJapke.”

(ITpuM.: oTchInKa K 52 riaBe.)

-I[IpocTo mpuroToBbTe 4TO-HUOYAL hopMasbHOe. Tak OblI0 Bcerma.”

ITocne 3TUX CIOB MepeHI/IT, €CTEeCTBEHHO, BCIIOMHHIIA TO, YTO YCJIBIIIalia OT denukca.

‘Ha camom pene, Ero BemuuecTBo pefiko mosydan nogo0Hble TogapKu.’



Torma oH IIOJIY4YHUT €TI0 B 3TOT pPas. 310 HepBBIfI COBMECTHHIA OEHb POXIOEHUA I10Ciie CB&JIBﬁBI.

Mepe}:[I/IT TaK U HE OTBETHJIA Ha CJIOBa Teonopa.
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Bepnysimuce Bo gBopel; MMnepaTtpuiiel, MepeauT pacckasana [[XKynIuy, 4TO OHa X0TeJla CoeslaTh B
KadecCTBe Iofapka Teogopy Ha [eHb ero pOXaeHus.

Ycneimas ntadsl MepenuT, XKynus CMyTUIACh:

-Ho arto Oyzmet Henerko. KaxeTcsi, 3To 3aiiMET MHOTO BPEMEHH......

-3Hato. Ho MHe [eliCTBUTEIbHO X0UeTCs COelaTh «3T0» U MOJapUTh.”

I'omoc MepenHT Ka3aJiCd KaKHUM-TO I'DYCTHOBATEIM, II03TOMY ,H}KYJ'II/IH He MorJjia 00JbIme BO3PA3UTE.

-Torga s IOATOTOBIIIO U IPUHECY BaM.”

[Tocrne Toro, Kak [IXKynus BHIIJA, OCTABIINCH OfHA MepenuT mpoOopMoTaa:

-Brino 6w xoporo, ecnu O TeOe TOHPABUIIOCE.....



Ecnu OH MONYyYHT CAe/TaHHEIM ITONaPoK ¥ cllerKa yIelOHETCs. Eciu emy noHpaBuTcs. Eciu OvI 9TOT
IeHb POXKIEHHUS OCTAJICS I HeTO MPUSITHEIM BOCIIOMUHAHKUEM. Torga s mymalo, 4To O6yay CYacT/IHBa,
He JXeJjas O0JIbIIero.

Ha ry6ax MepeQuT, IpeCTaBUBIIEH 9TOT MOMEHT, MOSBUIACH YIHIOKA, KOTOPYI0 HEBO3MOXKHO OBITIO
CKDBITh.
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B T0 ke Bpemsi, ocoOHsK IIIBapi.

-Katapuna, Katapuua!”

Bepnysmmuch B 0cobHsK, ['epuor [IIBapi HeMenIeHHO cTajl UCKaTh KaTapuny.

-I'me Katapuna? OHa eIl€ He BepHYJach U3 MMnepaTopckoro asopua?”

-HeTt. OHa oTOBIXaeT B CBOUX IIOKOSX.”

OTUM [BOPELKUH, Ka3ajlocCh, Cupocuil: «IIpuBectu nu MHe Jieou croga?»

[Ipexpne yeM ycreTs 03By4uTh Bopoc, ['epuor IBap1 TONHYJ HOro# U HanpaBUICAd K KOMHATe
Kartapunsl. Cyas 1o cuiie ero 1maros, OH ObIJT pa3rHeBaH.



-Kartapuna!”

He mocTy4aBIIuCh, OH OTKPHUT IBEPh U BOIIEN BHYTPb. I MOMEHTaIbHO pPaCTEPSIICS.

KomuaTa Oblsta 11BeTa 90eHOBOTO mepeBa*.

(TTpum.: YépHas mpeBecHHa TPOMUYECKOTO AepeBa. [IpyruMu ClI0BaMH, B KOMHATE OBIIO XKYTKO
TEMHO.)

KaraprHa cupena Ha KpoBaTH, He 3aXKuras HU eIUHON CBEYH.

Ha kakoe-TO BpeMsi ero CMyTHJIO HeOXKHUIaHHOe 3penulre, Ho Bckope ['epiior IIIBapil BHOBL cOema
CEePIUTOE BHIpAXKEHUe JIUIA.

-4 cnblman, Kak ropHUYHbEEe IMIIepaToOpCcKOro OBoplia mylryKanuck o Tebe. KatapruHa, 4To, 4EPT
BO3bMH, THl CETOOHSA HaTBOpUnal”

-He mymail, 9T0 CMOXKeEITb YCIEUTHO BO3BHICUTD Hally PaMUINIO, IUIIb YCIEIIHO 3aBEePIIUB YalHYI0
BCTpEYY...... Tebe cTeiAHO? ¥ TEOS €CTh YYBCTBO FOPAOCTY UM HeT!”



-Heyxenu TH [efiCTBUTEIBHO XOYElIh YBUETH MafieHue Halllel ceMbu? BOoBCTBYyOMIIAs
VmnepaTtpulia faxe momoria HaM, HO Thl, YEPT BO3bMH.......!

-......YUTO THI XOUEILIb YCIBIIATh OT MEHs?” - 3aT0BOpHUIa KaTapuHa, KOTOpas g0 3TOr0 MO4a
cnymana. 9To OBUI T0JI0C, HATIOJTHEHHEBIM THEBOM.

I'epror IBap1y B3gporHyna ¥ nocMoTpen Ha Katapuny.

-4 ToKe X0Tesla MPOBECTH CErOfHS YaWHYI0 BCTPeUy. f X0Tesa MPOBECTH e€ JIydllle, 4YeM KTO-TTu00
opyroiu!” - ronoc KatapuHsl cTan pe3de u 3jee: - Mexay npoyuM, Mepenourt, sTa XuTpas OeBKa,
yKpasa Bcex MOUX rocrei! OSTa cyKa BCE UCIIOPTUTIA. ITO He MOs BuHa!”

-Tak 4To0 XKe TH coOpasnach ¢ 3TUM chefaTh? HeyxkTo cobpanach MOXOPOHUTE Ce0s B CBETCKOM
o01recTBe? My mpocTo CMOTPETH, KaK BCe YXOOAT Ha CTOPOHY Mepemut!”

-Bce oOMaHBIBalOTCSI MPUTBOPCTBOM 3TOM CYKH.” - XKYTKUM T'OJI0COM KpUKHYJa KartapuHa. -
[Tocnymaii, oTen. f yBepeHa, YTO PaCKpOIO IPUTBOPCTBO 3TOU AEBKU.”
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BpeMs HecnemHo mpoTeKano.



B ocraBieecst BpeMsi MepeguT Beta OeCIIOKONHYI0 ¥ HAPSKEHHYIO JKU3Hb: TOTOBS MIOAAPOK
Teomopy, MOATOTABNIMBASICH K ITPA3OHUKY B Y€CTh €I'0 UMEHHH U MTPOI0/IXKas CBOIO ITePBOCTEIIEHHYIO
paboTy BO BHYTPEHHEM ABOPIIE.

Tem He MeHee, Graromaps XopouIeMy pa3feIeHr0 BpeMEeHH U ero UCII0JIb30BaHUI0, ITPOIIECC IIET
CcTabMILHO, ¥ HU B YEM He OBLI0 HemoCcTaTKa.

TeMm BpeMeHeM, IIOATOTOBKA K KPACHOH [IaTe IOOXOOUIA K KOHIY, HACTYIIHUII TOCIeNHUM OeHb Iepen
OHEM poxneHus: Teomopa.

['nmsgs Ha MOYTH TOTOBHIY MTOJAPOK, Ha nulle MepeouT IPOCKOYHUIIO COXKaleHue.

“HyKHO HaWTH U PelINTh, KAKUM MaTepHasoM YKPacUTh, ClenaB «(bHUHaIbHBIN IITPUX».”

MaTepI/IaJ'IBI, KOTOPEIE TIPHHECIIA ,]:[}KYJ'[I/IH, OBIIH OrPaHUYEHEI.

“Ho ecnu s noiipy uckaTh B IMIepaTOPCKOM [BOpILE, KTO-TO MOXKET Y3HaTh, YTO S TOTOBJIIO 3TOT
Iogapok.”

MepeJI[I/IT OO CaMOr'o KOHITa Aep2Kajia 3TO B CEKPETE U X0TeJIla COeJIaTh CIOPIIPU3.



Torma ecTh TONIBKO OOUH CIIOC00!

-MHe HY>XKHO HEHa[0JIro BEIUTH.”

n

-BuiiTu? Bamie BenuduecTBo, 0 4EM BHI TOBOPHUTE....

-MHe HeoOX0guMOo IoexaTh B TOpo.”

-3ayeM BaM.... /I CHayasa yBeIOMIIIO OXpaHy.”

-HeT, THI He mOJIXKHA TOBOPUTH OXpaHe.” - MepenuT moKavasa roJ0BoH, - I coOupach TAKOM BEIUTH
HeHamouro.”

-410?” - rna3a [IXyauu pacUIMpUIUCE OT YAUBJIeHUs, ITocye cioB Mepenut, - Hert, Bauie
BenuuectBo. ITO omacHo.”

-Eciu HUKTO He y3HAET, YTO g YX0XKY, TO pa3Be 3To Oy[eT omacHo?”

-9JTO mpaBAa, HO.....



-BoT mouemy s cKa3zasa, 4TO yUAy TauHO. [1J1s BCeX - 5 Jierja OTOOXHYTh.”

-Ho Bc€ xe 6e3 oXpaHHI......

-He Bonuyiica. 4 noupny He ogHa. A Bo3bMy [anaHy.”

-Torma, HOX{aHYﬁCTa, CKaXWUTe MHE OKHUIaeMO€e BpeMd Balllero BO3BpaH.IeHI/I${."

-9T0 He 3aMET MHOTO BpeMeHHU. OKOJIO....... YeTripéx yacoB? Ho MoxeT ObITH OyHET y2Ke HEMHOT'0
II03[IHOBATo.”

-He Bonuyiitecs. [ToToMy uTO 51 6ymy rubka B CBOMX CYKOEHUAX.”

-Cyxpenue? Yto?”

-4to6bI BOBpeMsT MOOMIM30BaTh CTPaxKy, YToOk HaliTu Baie BemuyecTBo.”

-......5Jl HUKOTria 9TOro He pomyiny.” - MepeouT HEJIOBKO paccMessach ¥ ycnokousna [xynumw: - He
Oecmokoiicsa. Huuero He mpou3oumeT.”

B pe3synbraTe CyXaeHUs ObIIA HEBEDHHI.



9T0r0 OBIJI0O HEAOCTATOUYHO, YTOOB MOOMIM30BAThL BCIO CTPAXKY, HO 3TO HE 3HAUMIIO, YTO «HUYETO» He
ITPOU3OIIIIIO.
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