KarapuHa cTosiia HanpoTuB [Kynuu rnepefn MpuEMHOM gBopLa MMIepaTpUILL.

-[ToueMmy THI He O3BoOJIgelIbL MHe BoUTU? {1 cecTpa E€ Benuuectra!”

-Brl He MoxkeTe BolTH 0e3 mpurnamenus Ee BemuyecTsa.”

Vxke nsaTeili pa3. OgHY U Te XKe CJI0Ba 0€CCMBICIEHHO MTOBTOPSIIUCH Pa3 3a Pa3oM. [IKynus yxe
ycTaja oT 3Toro. Ho, HecMOTps Ha 9TO, OHa He MOTJia [T03BONUTh KaTaprHe BOWTH B IPUEMHYIO 6e3
paspelneHus MepenuT. ITo OBITIO He TOJIBKO IPOTUB MIPABUII, HO ¥ IOTOMY, 4To KaTtapuHa Gblna
BparoM. Ecnu BIyCTUTh €€ cedac, TO Ha YaeluTUu Oy/IeT IOJIHbIM OeCIIopSIoK.

Y [Ixxynus B ouepefHON pa3 TBEPAO HacTauBajla Ha CBOEM:

-MHe XKaJb, HO S He MOT'y BacC BIIYCTUTB.”

-Muccuc Pe Hemu, BB XOTHUTE CKa3aTh, YTO COOUpPaeTECh MPOTUBOCTOSATH MHE 10 CaMOr0 KOHIa?”

-Ixynus.” - Korga ux crop Ob11 671130K K 000CTpeHuIo, pa3facs ronoc Mepenut, - Yto 3mech
IIPOUCXOOUT, [I0YeMy TaK I'pOMKO?”

-Huuero ceppesnoro, Bame Benuuectso. [Ipuiié€n He3BaHBIN I'OCTh, TIO3TOMY 51 CTapaloCh BEXKINBO
€ro0 BBHIITPOBOOUTE.” - HEOMPEEeJIEHHO OTBeTHNa [[XKyIus.



-Huuero ceprée3noro?! Kak, 4€pT BO3bMH, S BRITJIAXKY B IJla3aX MUCCHUC?” - YCIIBIIIAB CJIOBa [KyInH,
KarapuHa B36ecumnach: - HecMOTpS Ha TO, UTO MeHS He IIPUTJIaCUJIH, 51 BCE PaBHO OCTAIOCh
emuHCTBeHHOU cecTpol Ee BenmuectBa MMnepatpuirel! Cripocu y MMnepaTpuilel ceriuac xe! bes
COMHEHMS, BBl XOTUTE MEHS BIYCTUTL?”

T'omoc KaTapuss! ObI7T HAMHOTO TPOMUe, YeM Y [IKynuu, KOTOPYI0 OBLIO CHIBIIIHO YyTh paHee.

MepenuT ycTano B3OOXHYysa, 3aTEM yKa3aa:

-Ilxynus, 103BOJb puHLiecce IlIBapil BOUTHA BHYTPb.”

-Bamie BenndecTBo, HO.....!

-4 He xouy, 4TOOH y [Kynuu ObUH TPOOIEMEL.”

-Baire Bennyectso, g B mopsgke.”

-Bcé B mopsimke. Coemnait 310.”

B koH1e KOHIIOB, [IXKyIHs OTKpPHIJIa IBEPD B MPUEMHYI0. KaTapuHa I1arsynia, IOCMOTPeB Ha [[XKynuio.
Y, HakOHeI], OHa BOIIJIa B IPUEMHYI0 MIMIIepaTpuIisL.

S Xa, Bce OwLIH 30ech.”



[ToHayasy OHa coxpaHsiyia CIIOKOMCTBUe. Ho yBUIEB miofiel, YTO U3HAYaJIbHO NOJIKHBI ObITA OBITH
TOCTSIMU e€ MIPUEMa, a celdyac CUAeny B TOCTHHOM MiMIepaTpuiIlkl, OHa He CMOTJIa COepKaTh CBOM
THEB.

-HeynusutenbHo. f mocuyuTana CTpaHHBIM TO, YTO HUKTO He TIPUILIE.”

Hoquy-To OHa IMoAyMalJia, 4YTO JOJIZKHA OTKA3adaThCA OT IIEPBOHAYAIILHOTO IIJIdHa.

-Barrie BenndecTBo, 4TO BB ceidac menaere?”

-IlomKHa 1 51 CIPOCUTD, UTO Ceryac AeflaeT MpuHIlecca?” - He CKphiBasi abCypOHOCTH €€ CIIOB,
MepenuT yKa3aja: - Pa3Be 3T0 eqUHCTBEHHOE, YTO BH XOTUTE CKa3aTh Ha BCTPeYe, Ha KOTOPYIO Bac
maxke He Ipuriacumu?”

-Torma 4To Xe g foJIXKHa CKa3aTh B 9TOU CUTyaluuu?” - ronoc KatapuHsl noBeICUIICA: - Pa3Be aTa
cutyalus He Ovina Ol abcypaHoi, Oyas Baie BenuuecTBo Ha MOEM MecTe?”

-MHe TOXe HeJl0BKO. U BceM 37eCh NIPUCYTCTBYIOLIUM. ”

-Het! He Bce npucytcTByoLIre, B TOM yucie U Baiie BenuuecTso, 4yBCTBYIOT 3T0.”



-O 4éM BBl TOBOpPHUTE?”

-Brl roBopuTE 9TO IOCIIE TOTO, KaK Opocunu MeHs! Y Bac eCTh COBECTH?”

-[IpuHIIECCA, BH, KaXKeTcs, oinbaeTech.” - 3TOT 3BOHKUM I'0JIOC He IpHUHAaAIexan MepenurT.

YBepeHHO CMOTPEB Ha KaTapI/IHY, MOJIOOad Jiedu 3aroBOpuia:

-X0Th MEI BCE ¥ COOpAIKCh 3[0eCh, MBI HE CIIJTAaHHPOBAIM 3TO 3apaHee.”

-O yéMm BBI TOBOPUTE?”

-M#I He CrOBapUBaNCh BMECTe, YTOOB OPOCHTD NPUHIIECCY.” - JIe[X MPOM0IkKaa TOBOPUTL CBOUM
CTIOKOWHBIM T'OJIOCOM: - MBI IIPHUIIIIU CIOfa 110 COOCTBEHHOMY XKejlaHui0. TeM He MeHee, 5T JyMalia, uyTo
KTO-HUOYIb U3 HAC MOWIET Ha YaeluTHe IIPUHIIECCH], HO K MOeMY YVIUBIIEHUIO, 5 OII16IIach.”

B aTux crioBax He OBITIO HY CKPHITHIX MOTHBOB, HU HacMeIlleK. MoJofasi iequ, KOTopasi OTBETHIA OT
uMeHU MepenuT, Cka3asa BCE KaK eCTb.

-Kpome Toro, E€ BenuuecTBo Takke CKa3ala, YTO TOJIBKO CETOHS YTPOM y3Hajla O TOM, YTO BpeMsI
ITPOBEIEHUS YaeTUTHS IPUHIIECCH COBIIAIAaeT CO BpeMeHeM eé mpuéma.”

-Kaxkoit cMBICTT TOBOPUTE 00 3TOM?”



-He BunuTe moporywo* MMmnepartpuiy.” - KOJIKUM r0JIOCOM, AeByIIKa 1ocoBeToBaia Katapuse: - B
IIPOTUBHOM CJIy4dae penyTalus IaBllel MPUHIIECCHl MOXKET CTaTh ellle Xyxe.”

(mpum. Takke MePeBOAUTCS, KaK «Munas». «Jloporas» B CMEICIIe «TI00MMasi» U «yBaxkaeMasi».)

Ho gnsa KaTapI/IHBI 9TO IIPO3BYYaJI0 CKOPEe KaK OCKOp6J'IeHI/Ie, d He COBeT.

“Brl, 4€PTOBBI COOAYOHKY U KOPOBHI, CMEETE CMESIThCS Halo MHOU B MOEM IIPUCYTCTBUH!”

Tot ¢akT, uto KatapuHa ycibimana mogo6Hoe ocKOpOIeHre 0T HU3IIEH €€ Mo CTAaTyCcy
apPUCTOKPATKY, OBT HEBEIHOCHMO Pa3APazKkarolM.

[Tocne TaKuxX TPEBOXKHBIX [IJIs HEE CJIOB, MU0 KaTapuHEI KCKA3MIIOCh.

-Brl roBOpUTE MHE BEPUTH B 3T0? ITO He uMeeT cMulciial Kak g Mory He 3HaTh!” - KaTapuHa
BCKPUKHYJIA, KaK OBl 3aBhIBasi: - Kak BCE MOXKeT OBITh TaK, U3 BCEX TeX [HEH U YacoB, UMEHHO 3TO
BpeMsi! MoxeT 1 9T0 OBITh TPaBIOM?”

-¢1 He 3Haja.” - MOTYaBIIasi BCE 3TO BpeMsi MepemuT, 3aroBopuiIa, - [IpuHIlecca He cooOIunIa MHe 00
9ToM. Tak Kak ke s Morjia 3HaTh?”



-Ecnu OBl BBI CKa3a/id MHE, TO KOHEeYHO, g1 Ovl n30exasa 3Toro.”

-Hu 3a 4T0. 4 3Hat0 Bce KoBapHELIE yI0BKYU Bamero Benuyectsa.” - capkaCTU4YeCKU OTBETUIIA
Karapusa, - He nbiTaiiTeCh CKPHITh 3TO OT MEHS.”

-9 cKa3asa mpaBfy, HO BH He IMOBEPHUIN MHE, B TAKOM CJIy4ae, HUUero He IofdenaTh. [IpuHIlecca yxe
BUOUT BO MHE 3JI0T0 4YejioBeKa.” - B3MOXHYB, MepeouT mpoaoikuia: - B mo6om ciaydae O6b110 OB
JIy4Ille OCTABUTh 3TO B MOKOE. [laxke eC/Td B 3TOM €CTh UTO-TO €II€, ST He JyMaro, YTO HaM eCThb 4TO
o0cyXmaTh.”

-Het! Brl foIXKHBI U3BUHUTHCS.”

-M3BUHUTHCA? 3a YTO U3BUHUTHCA?”

-3a TO, YTO BEICMESIJIM MEHS Ceromus.”

Ha koro-To cHu3o1111a 3B€371a BCeil KUIHU*, MepeI[I/IT IIpo cebs YCMEXHYIIACh.

(mpum. Momoma: 3a3Be3guiace, a-nsi «Koponesa»)

-Brl ockopbunu 6eccunbHylo npuHIieccy! MoxHo v genaTh 9To, Oyayuu UMnepaTtpulieit? Bam He
CTHIOHO?”



-[TopxomuT nu oHsATUE “OeccuinbHas” MpHUHIlecce BeNMUKoU ceMbu IlIBapIr?” - cmpocuna MepenuT B
OTBET, MOXKUMas IyiedaMu, OyOTO MIPUHIIECCA CKa3asla YTO-TO Hejenoe. - HuUKTo OBl ¢ 3TUM He
cornacurics. bonee toro, cembs lIBapll - MOSI CEMbS, ITIO3TOMY SI MOTY BOCIPHHSTH BalllK CJI0OBa 3a
ocKopOJieHre B MOIO CTOPOHY.”

Korga Mepenut ynoMsiHyna ockop6iaenue Mmmneparpuilsl, Kataputa pednekTopHo B3gporuyna. Ho
CETONHS €€ THeBY He OBIIO Ipefieia, I03TOMY OHa HE OCTAHOBUJIACh Ha HOCTUTHYTOM.

-XBaTuT nputBopAThHCA! C KakKux 970 nop Mneparpulla fyMasna Tak o ceMbe [IIBapu?”

-ITpuHItecca, BCE 3TO He OBIJIO CIIJTAHUPOBAHO. [aXke eCjiu Bbl HE XOTUTE, BBl JOJIXKHEI TPHU3HATH 3TO.”
- MepenuT CIIOKONHO CHeflana BEIBOM: - ITO IPOCTO PE3YIbTAT OOLIYHOT0 IIOBEIEeHUS* TPUHIIECCHI.
MHe XaJb, 4YTO S HEe MOTY 3TOTO IIPUHSATE.”

(mpum. OHa 1mipo To, uTo KaTapuHa He coob1iuia mpo cBo€ Yaenutue. [loatomy Mepenut He OyneT
W3BUHATLCS(HE IPUHKUMAET 3TOT0))

-Bamie Bennuectso!”

-Bosee Toro, maxe ecnu, KaK BB ¥ TOBOPUTE, S BCE CIJIaHKpOBAJa, HeyXKeju IpuHIlecca He 3HaeT,
YTO 3HAYUT BOPBaThCS cioga?”

B atoT MmomeHT KaTapuHa norepsina gap peuu. Mepenut Ovlia IIpaBa. BrIIo M1 9TO OACTPOEHO, UK
HEeT, B KOHEYHOM UTOTe, 3TO ObIn BeIOOp Mepenut, BeiOop MMnepaTtpuiiel. Ho KaTapuHa He xoTena
9TOro Ipu3HaBaTh. HeT, OHa He MOTJia 9TOro Npu3HaTh. EC/iv OHa MPU3HAET CBOIO HEIIPaBOTY, OHAa
mpourpaet. Tak 4YTO OHa HUKOITIA He IPU3HaeTCs B cBoe omubKe. He BaxKHO, YTO 3TO!



-CBoell BJIaCThIO BH YHUXKaeTe yenoBeka! Kak kKecToko.”

-B 3TOM HEeT HMKAKOTro CMHIC/Ia. YOupaiics orciona.”

-Her, s He mory yutu!”

-Ixynus.” - mo3Bana Mepenut [IKynuio Tak, OyATO 3TO OBLIT MYCTSK.

IXymust e BOILIA BHYTPb, CIIOBHO OXKHUMaia 3TOTO:

-[Tpuka3riBaiiTe, Baire BennuecTBo.”

-BriBenu npunnieccy lIBapil cuio MUHyTY.”

-bynmet ucnonueno, Bame BenvyecTtso.”

[To mpuka3y Mepenut, ciiyKaHKU CXBaTUIX KaTapuHy 3a PyKH.
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-JH, Ky[a BHI JIe3eTe CBOUMU PyKaMu



KaTapuHa, KOTOPYIO iepzKau ¢ 00erx CTOPOH, BOIUIA TakK, OyaTo €€ 060KTIH. BEIIO Tak TPOMKO,
YTO BCE BO3MYIIEHHO 3aKPHUIM CBOH VI, MepeluT TOXKe YOUBUIACh U [Jajia JOTOTHUTEIbHEIEe
yKa3aHUSs:

-30€eCh CIUIIKOM IIYMHO. 3aTKHUTE €U POT.”

-Kak npukaxete, Bame BenndecTtBo.”

-Her, He Tporaiite Mo€ Tesno! He 3aTeiKaliTe MOM POT Kiasgmom!”

Ho conpotusnenve Katapuabl He UMeJI0 HUKAKOT0 CMBICIa. CJI0BHO TOJIBKO 3TOTO U XKpana, [JxXKynus
3aTKHyJa poT KarapuHe. MoMeHTaIbHO HACTYyNHIa TUIIXHA.

KaTapI/IHa IIBITaJlaCh U30aBaTh JIKIITb GGCH_IYMHBIG KPHKH. TonbKo TOrTa BCe OBLITH YOOBJIETBOPEHEL.

-Tak 1o nmyuie.”

-Bur Mmynper, Bate BennuecTtso.”

-A Tenepb, MBI 3aKOHYMM IIPeABIAYLIUY pacckas?”

OO6cTaHOBKa OBICTPO BEPHYJACh B UCXONHOE COCTOsIHKUE. CTOMIO TONBKO BRITHATh KaTapuny u3
IPUEMHOM.



-Ecnu BHI e11é pa3 MOJHUMUTE IIyM, S T030BY CTPaxy.” - mpexgynpenuna [xKynus, Tpexae 4eM
BBIHYTb KJISITT U30 PTa.

-Torpma myist IpUHIIECCH BCE CTAHET elle Xyxke. KoHeuHO, CerofHsAIIHee TPOUCIIECTBUE MIUPOKO
pacmpocTpaHuTcs B o01iecTBe. [loMrMO IIOTepH pemyTaluy, Bac 6ymeT BEICMENBATh KaXkObIN.” -
npurpo3usa Katapure [Ixynus.

YcnrimaB 3To, KaTapuHa ycTaBuiachk Ha [IXKy/IHio TaK yrpozxKalollle, YTo, Ka3aloCh, MOTJIa YOUTh
mo6oro B3rmsagoM. OpHako [IXKymus, Jaxke He B3APOTHYB, oTnycTuila Katapuny.

Ho ona u He mymarsa 6osblile TIOAHUMATDH UIYMUXY. BCé 3TO OBIJIO IIOTEPE TOIBKO [JIS HEE.

-[TocmoTpy ¥ yBUAMILG. { OTIIAYY CIIOJIHA 3a CETORNHALIHUY 11030p!”

B KoHEYHO UTOTE KaTapI/IHa yiamna, IIPOMSAMIIUB 3TH CJIOBA.

I'naps edt B cnuHy, [[XKynus TyT XKe 3acMesnach.
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