B ToM MecTe, 0TKy[a 3TH [IBO€ VIIUIH, OCTajlaCh TOIbLKO Mepenur.
HekoTopoe BpeMs 0OHa ITPOCTO CMOTpPeJia B HUKYAA IIyCTHIM B3TJISIOM.
Eé nuuo Kka3amoch COBEPILIEHHO OMYyCTOIIEHHBIM.

Yepes HEKOTOPoe BpeMsi MepenuT pyxHyya Ha 10, OyATO €€ HOTH JIUIIMIACE CHIL.

B KaKO#-TO MOMEHT €€ JIUII0 UCKA3UIOCh, ¥ OHA 3alljaKaina.

Iymasi, 9TO el Hy2KHO CHepXKUBaTh CIE3L], OHa B KOHEYHOM UTOTe NIPUHSJIa OTYasHUE.
-Martyumka, MmaMma.....!
Cmech HeToIOBaHHUS, THEBA U IIIOKa OXBaTulla Mepenur.

Ona nakasna, ¥4 KpyTujia B IOJIOBE IIpaBAy O CMEPTU MaTepHU, KOTOPYIO y3Hasa 3a 10 ner.
10 net Ha3apg eé MaTh, KOTOPAst BHE3AIIHO KcYe3y1a, Obla mpokisaTa I'epriorom IIBapi.

T'eprioruns IIBapi) 1 KaTapuHa, a Takke JBOPElKHEe ¥ TOPHUYHEIE He IePecTaBaii TOBOPUTh, UTO
MaTh MepeauT, OoJIKHO OBITh, cOexkana.

[To mpouIecTBUY TPEX MECSIIEB, 3TH CII0BA 3aKPEIUIKUChH B TOJIOBE Y MOJIOA0M MepemuT.
B To BpeMsi, OHa Bepuia B 3TH CJIOBA.

STO MPOMU3OIIIO0 TOTOMY, YTO OHA OBINa CIUIIKOM MOJIOia ¥ 3Halla, 9YTO e€ MaTh Bcerga 0oponack ¢
I'epuorom LiBapuem.

MepenuT 3Haa, Kak I1JI0X0 00palanuch ¢ e€ MaTephio B moMe IIIBapil, ¥ Kak IJT0X0 OHa K3-3a 9TOTO
paborana.

HOSTOMY, BMECTO TOT0, YTOORI OOBHHSITH CBOIO MaTh, OHA IIEITANIACh IIOHATEL €€ U KUTh
CaMOCTOATEJIBHO.

B Toxe BpeMsi, OHa OTKa3aJIaCh OT CBOUX CEMEUNHBIX Y3, YBUOEB O0TIIa, KOTOPOTO HE 3a00THII0
HMCYe3HOBEHUE eé MaTepH, u FepL[OI"I/IHIO H_IBapu, KOTOPAsA He IIBITAaJIaCh HaAWTH €€, XOTs TOPpHHUYHAasA
ncyeasia.

OpHako OHa JaXke He 3Hajla, YTO 3a TAaMHCTBEHHBIM HUCYE3HOBEHUEM CKPHIBAETCS XKECTOKas IpaBha.
MepenuT c CUION CxKalla MJIaTOK U 3aljlakKara.

-MaMma, MaMa He Opocajia MeHH.....
OHu cKa3asny, 4To eé MaTh co6JIa3HMIa UX 0TIla, HO MepeauT HUKOTfla TaK He oyMaJia.
C maBHUX ITOp MepeauT 3Hasla, YTO MaTh POMUIA €€ He II0 XKeJlaHUIO.

970 OBIIO IIOTOMY, YTO OHa 3HaJla, 4YTO €€ MaTh HUKOTA He UCILIThIBala I[OGpHX YYBCTB K OTIIy.



Bomee Toro, mmocne ponos €€ MaTh OYEHb CTapallaCh nu3beraThb BCTped C repHOFOM.

T'eproruns IlIBapi] Op71a Ype3BEIYAMHO BO3MYIIIEHA BCTPEYaM 3THX JABOUX OJIM3KO0 APYT K APYTY, 110
m0001 Ha TO IPUYUHE.

Ecnu 1 OBLT IIAHC, YTO 9THU OBOE HaXOOWU/INCH B OOHOM IIOMEI[eHUH, TO 9TO OBUIM MHU, KOr7a e€ MaTh
n30uBaIH.

KoneuHo, BCIKUY pa3, Korga 3To npoucxoauio, ['epior [IIBapil 3aKphIBall rjla3a Ha THEB U HaCUIIAE
CBOEHU XEeHHI.

OHu faXe MpUKa3aly CIyraM BEIBECTH €€ U3 IoMa.

“Marth He X0Tesa poxkaTh pebeéHka ot I'epriiora.”

MepenuT cupena ¥ HEKOTOPOe BpeMs IIaKasa.

“ITouemy 51 He COMHeBanach B 3TOM BCE 3TO BpeMsg?”

HecMoTps Ha TO, YTO COMHEHUY OBLIO OCTATOYHO, MepeauT cuuTasa, 4To MaTh 6pocusna e€ u yIna.

Korma MepenuT 6Gbly1a HEMHOT'O CTapllle, OHA Hafesnack, 4YTO €€ MaTh He CTPafiaeT, THe-TO XOPOIIIo
JKMBET ¥ XOPOIILIO ITUTAETCA.

Mepemut mymana, 4To Tak OymeT nmydie, ©00 3HaNa, KaK TSIKeJI0 IPUXOJUIOCh €€ MaTepH B
ocobusike IlIBap.

Bonee 10 et oHa He coMHeBanach B 3TOM.
B Kako0#-To MOMeHT MepenuT nepecrasa JIUTh CJIE3HL.

OHa nepecraJsa Tak TOPeCTHO IIJlakaTh, ¥, KaK0e-TO BpeMs, OIIyCTOIIEHHO CMOTpeia B ITyCToe
ITPOCTPAHCTBO.

3aTeM oHa MeJIeHHO IOOHSIIACE.

BcTaB ¢ mosa, OHa pacipaBuia CKJIagK¥ Ha IOH0JIe CBOETO IJIaThs, U OTPSIXHYJIA €r0, 3aTeM OHa
yOparsa ciefbl OT CJIE3, OCTaBIIKXeECs Ha €€ IIeKax.

[ToToM OHa Kypa-To HalpaBuiach.

Ho 210 Ol He IepBOHAYAIbHEINA MYHKT Ha3HAYEHUS*,
(HamomuHaHue* oHa [0 9TOTO B KabuHeTe Obla.)

[MTaru MepenuT Benu K ['maBHOMY OBOPLY, IOe Haxomusicsa UMmmepaTtop.
keksk

Korpa connie 3amnuio, UMmnepaTop, B KaKOU-TO CTEIIeHY, ITOIIPaBUIIC.

OH Bech [IeHb IIpoJieKall B IIOCTEJIHN, a ceryac BCTal, YTOOBI IIOCMOTPETh HAKOIIUBIINECA JOKYMEHTEI.



B TOT MOMEHT, KOTla OH aKKypaTHO IEPeOesics, M, HAaKOHEI], CeJl 3a CTOJI, YTOOH HayaTh paboTaTh.
-Bamre Bennyectso.”

KTo-TO BoOIIEN B €r0 KaOUHET.

Briyio 04ueBUHO, YTO He HYKHO IIPOBEPSTH, KTO 3TO.

3a UCKJIIOUeHNEeM HEMHOTHX, CIOla He MOTJIM IIPOCTO TaK ITOMacCTb.

-Ax, BH He cruTe.”

-Cop ®enukc, 4To MPOUCXOOuT?”

-Eé BenuuecTBo mpuiina.”

-UmnepaTpuna?”’

OH OBICTPO BCIIOMHUJI, YTO CEJIal YTPOM.

Owa mpwuIia coga, YTo0k M00IarogapuTh?

Ha ym mpumna ynei0ka, KOTopas, Kasanoch, Obllia BUHa U Ha ero rybax.

-Bnyctu ee.”

-9T0, KCTaTH....”

3aTeM ®eTUKC 0CTOPOXKHO 3arOBOPHIL.

-Eé BrIpaxkeHue nuila KaxkeTCss HEMHOT'0 CTPAHHBIM.”

-Bripaxxenue nmuma?”

Crpocuit oH C yIbIOKOH.

-[Touemy? IT0 BRIpaKeHUeE U@ TPOHYTOI0 MOKUM ITOAapKoM?”

-9T0 OBIJIO HE TaK.”

YcnBIIaHHbIM OTBET, OTJINYHLIM OT 0KHUAAeMoro, 3acTaBui MMmepaTopa Cy3uTh OpOBH.

-4T10 TH UMeelIs B BUAYy?”

-9710.....OHa BHIIAOEeNa IoOaBJIeHHON.”

-ITogaBienuon?”

-Ila. IToxoxe Ha mady.....
-Tnay?”

YcnpiiaB HeOXKUOAHHBEINM 0TBET, IMIIepaTOp CIIPOCUIT CMYIIEHHBIM T'OJIOCOM.

-4T0-TO IPOU30IINIO CEerOfHs Ha Yaenutuu?”



-Coo0I111anocs, 4To 0coObIX KOH(GIUKTOB He Obl1o. CKopee, aTMocdepa Oblna XOpPOIIIEH.....
Cnyias OTUET, OH elll€ 60Jbllle He TTOHUMaAI.

Kak 651 To HE OBITT0, PeNUKC yIIET, U, Yepe3 HEKOTOpoe BpeMsi iMIiepaTop yCbIIIa, KaK BOIIIa
Mepenur.

OH cMOTpen Ha IBEPh, OXKUMas €€ MOSBIEHHUS.

-Bame Benuuectso.”

Mepenut, npencrasiias nepen MmnepaTtopoM, 1o3Bajia ero TUXUM I'OJI0COM.
HMnepaTop nocMoTpen Ha MepeouT ¢ HeBEIPA3UTEJIbHEIM JIULIOM.

Kak u coobmun Oenukc, BEIpaxkeHue eé muia OblI0 XMYPHIM.

['nma3a OblIM KPACHBIMHY, a JIULO BEITJISIAENIO HEMHOTO TEMHEE.

“Ona nnakana.”

HMnepaTop 3aMeTUJI ¥ UHCTUHKTUBHO CIIPOCHUJI, UTO C HEU CIIYYUIIOCE.
-4To nmpomn3omrno?”’

Mepenut oTBeTHIa HE Cpa3y.

[Tocne KOPOTKOIr0 MOJIYaHUS, OHA OTKPLLIA POT.

-MHe ecTb, 4TO BaM CKa3aTh, I03TOMY f IpuIia.”

-T'osopu.”

Ckazasia MepenuT, HEMHOTO IPUIIOAHUMAS IIYXJIble TYOHI.

-3aKJI04YnuTe CAENIKY CO MHOU.”

-Coenky?”

-la.”

Be3 konebanuii ckasana Mepenur.

-[TomoruTe MHe yHUUTOXKUTE ceMbio LIIBapir.”

BHe3anHBIM OTBET Ha MTHOBEHME O0CTaBUI MMIepaTopa B HEJOYMEHUH.

Ona npuiia [OC/e YaellUuTus U BHE3aIlHO [IONIPOCKUIa IIOMOIIY B YHUUYTOXeHuU ceMbu [lIBapil.
-4T0 IpOM30I1I0 Ha Yaenutuun?”

OH He MOT He CIIDOCHUTB.



Bompoc MmnepaTopa OblsT HarloMuHaeM [t MepeouT o 6071e3HEHHOM Pa3roBOpe, KOTOPHIM OHA
TOJIBKO YTO yCJIBIIIANIA.

Y cHOBa BO3HUKIIA MJIIIO3US, UTO €€ CEpAIle TPEUIUT II0 IIBaM.

YToOHI CIIPABUTHCS CO CBOMMU 3MOIMUSIMU, MepeuT aKKypaTHO 3aKycHuiia r'yObl U IoKadasa IoJI0BOM.
-JaenuTtre 3aKOHUMIOCH Onaromnony4yHo, Bamie BenndectBo. ATMocdepa Toxke Oblyia X0opolie.”
-Ho nouyemy Bopyr?”

-COoBepIIeHHO CIIy4YarlHO MOC/ie YaenuTus.”

Mepenut ropopuia HEMHOTO KECTOKUM T'OJI0OCOM.

-4l ycnelana y>KacHBEU pa3rosop.”

-/l HUKOrja He cMoOry IIpoCcTUTh ceMslo [lIBapu, Baire BenuyecTBo.”

MepenuT roBopusia C PEUIUTEIbHBIM B3TTIAI0M.

-[ToMmoruTe UM MOTEPSATH BCE U CTaTh HECYACTHHIMU.”

I'naps Ha nmuio Mepenut, MiMmiepaTopy CTano ai000IBITHO.

YTo, 4EPT BO3bMHU, ITPOU3OIII0, YTOOHK 0OPATUTHCS C TAKOW MPOCHOOH K HEMY, C TPAaruueCcKUM
BEIpAXKEHUEM JIMIla, KOTOPOe OH HUKOT[a paHblile He BUME.

“IIazke B HOYb CBAObOLI TAKOr'0 He OLBLI0.”

TeM He MeHee, OH IIOCUMTAal, YTO B X OTHOIIEHHUSX, KOTOPBIE XaPAaKTEePU30BaJIUCh CYXUM TOPIoOM,
CIIPAIIMBATh O IIPUYHNHE HEYMECTHO.

OH TakXke AOyMaJl, 9YTO Y HETO HET IPUYNH YOUBJISATECA 3TOMY.
HewnsBeCcTHO, OTBETUT JIK OHA Ha €ro BOIIpPOC.

Yepe3 HEKOTOPOE BpeMs OH MEMIJIEHHO OTKPELT POT.

HWMnepaTop cepbe€3HO IIOCMOTPEN Ha MepeauT 1 CIIPOCHIL.

-Yro GBI BHI CHIe AU AJIST MEeHSI, eCJIH Ol ST TOMOT Pa3pyIIuTh ceMbio IIIBapIr?”
-To, uto Bamre BennuecTBo xoueTt 6oJble Bcero.”

-Moé neuenue OBIJIO 00EIIAHO eIIE€ B Hallly IEPBYI0 BCTpeyuy.”

-f roBopio He 0 neyeHun.”



MepenouT mokaydasa rojioBOM U OTBETHUIIA.
-9T0 pa3Bojf, Bare BenuuecTtso.”
-.....PacTtopxkeHue 6paka?”

-Ha. Tlocne napenus cembu 1lIBapii, 5 yBepeHa, BaM OyzeT He TPYIHO PaCTOPTHYTh OpakK, CChLIasiCh
Ha pamunuto IIBapi.”

KoHedHO 3TO Tak.

Brino 651 00peMeHuTEeNIbHO UMEeTh XKEeHY U3 IaBIIero ceMeicTBa. [la elré u B KauecTBe
NmmepaTpulisL.

ITo nro6oit mpuyuHe.

910 OyHeT MelaTs.

Mepenut npopoXKuia TOBOPUTE.

-Y Baiero BenuuecTBa ogHaX Okl TOSBUTHCS KEHIITMHA, KOTOPYIO BB IOII00UTE.”
-BbI 3aX0THTE UMETH TOTO, KOTO IIEMCTBUTENBHO XOTUTE BUAETh MMnepaTpuiien.”
MepenuT yneI0HYIach, CIIOBHO HE BOTHOBAIaCh.

-[Ipexpe 4eM s CTaHy NIPENATCTBUEM, 1 YUAY cama.”
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