Korma MepenuT OLICTPO IOBEPHYIA TOJIOBY Halafl, iMIepaTop CMOTPEI Ha HEE C HEBRIPA3UTEIIbHEIM
JIALIOM.

Mepe,uHT TaK HEPBHKUYAJIa B TOT MOMEHT, YTO HEe MOI'Jia IIOIIEBEJIUTECAA.

E# Ka3anmock, YTO Ha HEE HAJIOXKEHO 3aK/IMHaHUe, He MTO3BOJIAIONIee IBUTaThCs.

Bckope OH THXO OTKPHII POT.

-He Tyma.”

ViMmepaTop yKa3asl Ha BHYTPb CIIa/IbHHU.

MepenuT Ha MTHOBEHHUE OIYCTeJIa, a 3aTeM OTKpPhI/Ia POT, OyATO 3a0kIB.

-Hy, BBI CKa3anu, 4YTO MBI UCIO0JIb3yeM CEKPETHHIN IIPOXON.”

-Ia. [TomoxnauTe 3meCch HEMHOTO, @ 3aTEM BOUIEM B CEKPETHEBIN TPOXox.”

Mepenut KUBHYIIA.

3aTeM OH CeJl 3a CTOJI OGIU30CTH.

WmMmepaTop, KOTOPEIH, BEPOSITHO, CUET IPSIMO IIepel IpuxonoM MepenuT, CHOBa CeJl 3a CTOJI,
TIOJTHBIA MOKYMEHTOB.

MepenuT mocMoTpesia Ha Hero u OTKpPELIa PorT.

-Kaxetcs, y Bac MHOTO fien.”

-Hemnoro.”

-MHe IpOCTO MOUTH OOHOU?”

-Het.”



-MeHs BCE paBHO He IOWMAIOT.”

-Kak s y:ke BaM TOBOpUJI paHee, BE He CMOXKeTe 00bSICHUTDH, KOTHA Bac moimaior.”

WMmnepaTop IIPooJIKail FOBOPUTh, He CBOMS IJ1a3 ¢ Oymar.

-4l oTIpaBIio Bac OJHY, eciu HauféTe yoeouTenbHoe 00bsicHeHne.”

HeT. He 01110 HOCTOWHOTO OOBSICHEHU.

B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, MepenuT caaaach ¥ 3aMoJTdaia.

Me}Kny HUMHU HACTYIIUJIO KOPOTKOE MOJT9YaHHeE.

-Ku3Hb B MMIiepaTopcKOM ABopLe.”

E€ royoc mpo3By4as CHOBa, Korga MepeauT, He 3aiyMbIBasiCh, OTJIsIIbIBajIa CliajabHIo MiMmepaTopa.

-Ctout nu oHO TOT0?”

..... OH gyman, 4To omubasncs B faHHBIM MOMEHT.

Mepenut cmoTperna Ha MnepaTopa.

OueBUOHO, 0O TOTO, KaK OH YBUAEJ 3TO, OH AyMaJl, YTO COCPEOTOYMIICS TOJILKO Ha JOKYMEHTaX.

OH He 3HAaJ, KOT[la 3TO HA4YaJioCh, HO €€ ras3a CMOTPEJIX Ha HETO.

MepenuT cpa3y ke CMyTUJI HEOXKUJAHHBIA OTBETHHIM B3TJISAL.

Ho Bckope, OH HEOGPEKHO OTKPHLT POT.

-.....CerofiHs TpeTuil IeHb, I03TOMY 5 He yBepeH.”

-OTH TPHU OHS MPOMOJIKATHCS, ¥ 3alIOMHSITCS B OymyIiem.”



-Ecnu 3to Tak, oHO TOTrO CTOUT.”

Hukakux mpouCIIeCTBHM MOKa He OBIIIO.

Y, 9ecTHO TOBOPS, OBIJIO XOPOIIIO.

-Kak BHI cKa3anu, 1 Hafeloch, 4To Tak OymeT u manbie. Tuxo. Lleno v HeBpeguMo.”

Hwuuero He nmpowr3o111I0.

e s MPOCTO Ha 3TO HaAeiocs.”

Mepe}Z[I/IT 3aMeTHJIa, YTO 3TO KOPOTKOE MOJIYaHKE 03HAYaJIO ‘9TOT0 HEe MOXKeT OBITE .

Bcé He OymeT Tak TJ1afiko, IIOTOMY YTO TPH [HS Ha3af B cuanbHe MmmepaTopa OB YOUMIIEL.

“Ilake B IePBYIO HOUb MO€# CBagbOHI.”

C'oBOpHUIIH, YTO HUYETO CTPAHHOTO He OBIJI0 OB B TOM, laXKe eCjiy OBl 3a 3TU TPU JHS CIYUYUIIOCH eIIe
OMIHO HaIlafieHue.

MepenuT moyeMy-To Braja B JEIPECCHUIO.

-Br1 moiinéTre?”

Y cBoeBpeMeHHO MiMmepaTop pacckasall 0 BEIXOJIE.

Mepenut ynelOHYIach U KUBHYTIA.

-Kyna s Mory mmoutu?”

-Unu croma.”

Vst 3a MMmepaTopoM, MOKHO OBITIO YBUIETh OTPOMHYI0 KHUKHYIO IIOJIKY.

MepeJII/IT 03aJa49Y€HHO ITIOCMOTPEJIa Ha KHUZKHYIO II0JIKY.

-JTO CEKpPETHBIY Ipoxon?”



-Koponesa bnap emé He y3Hana o HEM.” - mpobopMoTan Mmmepartop, OYOTO eMy 3TO OUEHb
HPAaBUJIOCE.

-4l coenan HOBBIM, ITOCTIE CMEPTH OTIA.”

9T0, IOX0XKeE, €My TO2K€ HPAaBHJIIOCE.

Bckope 0H BHITAQIIXII IIEPBYI0 KHUTY U3 IIEPBOT0 psifia KHUKHOMU MTONKHU.

BTopyo KHUTY U3 BTOPOTO Psifia, TPEThI0O KHUTY U3 TPETHETO PSfa.......

HWrak, mopa ObIJIO HOCTAaTh CEObMYI0 KHUTY U3 CEIbMOr0 psfa.

Bpp-

KuuxkHas moska Hayasa TPSICTUCH C BUOPUPYIOIIUM 3BYKOM.

Mepenut Obla TOpaXkeHa ¥ IPOU3BOIBHO OTCTYIHIIA Ha3afl.

BCKOpe, KHHXKHAs II0JIKa OTOOABHMHYJIACh B CTOPOHY, OTKPEIB IBEPL.

MepeJmT IIOCMOTPEIa Ha IIPOXO0[, MIOSIBUBIIIAMCS B OOHO MTHOBEHIUE, IMUPOKO PAaCKPEITEIMU I'JIa3aMHU.

-Y MeHs OblIH TPOOIEMEL C 9TUM.”

HMnepaTop nocMoTpen Ha MepeauT HEMHOTO TOPABIM B3TJISIIOM.

-TToimem?”

)%k

Komner mpoxopa Haxonuics 3a ['TaBHEIM OBOPIIOM.

M3HavanbpHO, 9TO OBIIO MECTO, TTIe He XOMUIH JIIOMIHU.

MepenuT GblsIa 10 CTPAaHHOMY CITIOKOMHA, KOT{Ia IIIjIa 110 3TOM THXOM Jopore.



-Ecnu g He 6ymqy criaTh CETOMHS HOYbIO, CMOT'Y JIH 51 TPOYUTATh BCe KHUTHU?”

Ha Bompoc Mepeaut, IMmepaTop THXO paCCMESICH.

Mepe}:[I/IT IIOCMOTPEJIa Ha I/IMnepaTopa B3rJIsA00M, KOTOpBII7I TaK U CIIpallliBaJI, II04YeMYy OH CMeeTcsl.

-Ecnu BEI reHUM, 9TO BO3MOXKHO.”

9TO OBIIIO HEBO3MOXKHO.

-IToxoxe, BLl HEe 3HAETe, CKOJIBKO TaM KHUr.”

-Heyxenu ux tak MHOT0?”

-Ecu HauHEIb TOJIbKO Cceromus.”

I/IMr[epaTop IIPOTAHYII IIAJied, 6YI[TO XOTeJI BBIYUCIIUTD.

-Ilaxke ecny Bbl OCTaHETECH Ha BCIO HOYb U [eHb, Tpu OHA? Hememnwo?”

-EcTb GonbIast pa3Hulla MeXOy TPEeMs OHSIMU U Hefellel, YTOOB 3aHUMAThCS UTEHUEM ITUX KHUT
BCIO HOYD ¥ OEeHb.”

-OueHb CJI0XKHO YMTATh BCIO HOYL U [NeHb, a Hefless - 9TO elné 00bias pa3Huia.”

-9 He 3HAI0. ITO BH OOJIKHEI YMUTATh, a He 1.”

-Brl BooO11Ie MHe He momoxeTe?”

-MHe XaJb, HO 51 COBEPIIEHHO OOBIYHBIN YeJIOBEK, He UMEIOITNI Hu4Yero o0IIero ¢ Maruei. 3To
COBEPIIEHHO HE TIOMOXKET.”

9TO 3ByYasi0 CTPAHHO ¥ HEIIPUSITHO.

MepenuT 3akpuiia poT.

“B nmro6om ciy4ae, s coOupanach caennaTh 3TO OfmHa.”

9T0 cpaboTaeT, eciy pa3roBapuBaTh HEMHOI'O KPAaCHOPEUHUBO.



T1xX0 KaJI0BaBIINCE, OHU IIOMNOLIIN K 0MOIHOTEKE.

-BxogHast mBephb Oymet 3amepra.”

-Tax 4TO MBI HOJIKHEI IPOUTH Yepe3 YEPHHIN BXO[.”

ViMmepaTop MOBEpPHYIICS K 3afiHel iBepu 6ubnnoTeku, 6yaTo He OBIII0 HUKAKUX IIPOo0OIeM.

I[To cpaBHEHMIO C BXOIHOM IBEPBIO Pa3Mep 3aMKa OblJT HEBEJIMK, ¥ OH PacIIoyiarasicsi B HETPUMETHOM
MeCTe.

OH OTKPHLI 3aMOK CBOMM KJTIOYOM U BOIIEJ BHYTPb.

U korma OBEDPDb Onlna 3aKpPBITA, TOJIEKO OJHa MaJIeHbKad JlaMIla OCBeIllalla GeaynpeqHon TbMY.

-byne ocTopoxkHa Ha necTHUne.”

MepenuT 0CTOPOXKHO MOMHSIIACH IO JIECTHUIIE, CIIeNyst 3a UMIepaTopoM.

JlaMIia He ocBelljajna BCE IIOJTHOCTHIO, IOTOMY YTO BHYTPU OBIJIO CIIUIIKOM TEMHO.

ViMnepaTop NOMHSATICS Ha YETBEPTHIM 3TaxX.

MepeJmT OnlTa YOouBJI€eHaQ, BIIEPBLEIE Y3HAB, YTO Ha I-IeTBépTOM 9TaXe TOXKe 4YTO-TO €CTh.

-4 mymana, 6ubIroTeKa TOJBKO N0 TPEThEro 3Taxa.”

-Kax BuguTe, 4eTBEPTHIM 3TaXK 3amnepr.”

OH merCTBUTEILHO ORI 3alepT Ha 0YeHb OOJIBIION 3aMOK.

3aTeM OH BBHIHYII KJTI0OY U3 CBOETO KapMaHa, 4, He Pa3[yMHbIBasi IIOBEPHYII ero, OYATO 3aMOK He OB
OJ1s1 HETO TTPO0JIeMOH.

3aMOK OTKPEHIICS OBICTPO.

Kpup - gBephb OTKPHLUIACH CO CTPAHHBIM 3BYKOM.

-0x....”



Kak Tonmpko MepenuT BoIJIa BHYTPb, OHA TIOHSIIA, YTO CKa3aHHOe paHee MiMmepaTopoM He OBIIO0
JIOXKBIO.

KHUXKHBIE TONKY, IOIHBIE KHUT, 0eCKOHEYHO pacCKiIagbIBaJInuChb.

Kaszamocs, 4To BCe 3a1‘1pe1_uéHH1>Ie KHUTHU XPAHATCSA Ha BCEM ‘-IeTBépTOM 9Taxe.

MepenHT HpO60pMOT8.J'Ia TOJIOCOM, CMEITaHHBIM C BOCXUIIEHNEM U U3YMJIEHUEM:

-B camom mene mHOTO.”

-[ToToMy 4TO 3meCh HaXOAUTCSA THICAYENIeTHAS uctopus Ummnepuun.”

-4l He 3HAsA, YTO €CTh TaK MHOTO KHUT, 0003HAUYEHHBIX 3alPeléHHBIMY. "

Brinmo 6ecunciieHHOe KOJIMYEeCTBO KHUT C Ha3BaHUSIMY, BHI3LIBAIOIIIIMU BCEBO3MOKHBIN HHTEepecC.

MepenuT u3-3a MH00O0NBITCTBA IIOTSIHYIAaCh K OMHOM U3 HUX.

-Ax....”

HiMmiepaTop HEXKHO CXBaTUI MepemuT 3a PyKy, OCTaHOBUB €€.

OH yneIOHYICS.

OmHako, yneiOKa Oblla BEI3BaHa HE YHCTOM PAfoOCThIO, a IPeNyIpekneHneM.

-He cmoTpuTe HU Ha Kakue KHUTHU.”

-Ilaxe UMmnepatpulla He MOXeT?”

-Ilaxxe KoponeBa He UMeeT ITpaBa CMOTPETD 3alpeIlEeHHble KHUTH.”

[Tocrne ero cioB, MepenuT Oblsia BEIHYXKIEHA 3aKPHITH POT.

BEITE I/IMnepaTopOM ,'[[aéT MHOT'O ITPEUMYIIECTB, HO MepeJmT CHUTaJla, 4TO MOHOIIOJINA Ha
I/IH(l)OpMaU;I/II-O OBITIO CAMBIM T'JIABHBIM K3 HUX.

Pa3Be 3TOT 00BEM CEKpeTHOM UH(POPMAIMU He CTOUJI TOM 1IeHEl, KOTOPYIO ObLI0 OB TPYOHO



KOHBEPTHUPOBATEL B I[eHI:]"I/I?

3aBupnys MMmnepaTtopy, Mepenut noiisia 3a HAM.

-BoT, 3mech cobpaHbl 3apeTHE KHUTH, CBSI3aHHbIE C Maruen.”

Macrirtab OBI7T OTPOMEH.

MepenuT HaxMypuiaach, 6ygTO TOJIBKO OT OGHOTO B3TJIsiAA Ha HUX, Y HEE 3a60JUT rojoBa.

......... Korpa s BCE 3TO CMOTY IPOCMOTPETB.”

PagocTs 0T BO3MOXKHOCTH Y3HATh 30EeChb H606XOJII/IMYI-O I/IH(l)OpMaLII/II-O OJINJIaCh BCEro JIUIIb
MI'HOBEHHE.

“¢l Oblya riyTa, KOrha AyMalia HalTu U IIPOYUTaTh BCE 9T0.”

-Kax H¢ mOCMOTPH, TPOCMOTPETH BCE 3a OOUH JeHb HEBO3MOXKHO.”

-4 3xe cka3aj BaM, 9TO HEBO3MOXKHO.”

-Brl, mpaBaa, He cobupaeTech MHe TOMOTaTh? §1 MEITAIOCh BEIIEYUTH laXke He CBOIO 00J1e3Hb.”

-BBI momKHBI ObLIM TOAYMaTh 00 9TOM, IIPH 3aKJTI0YEeHUY COETKH.”

-Brr 6eccepmeyHsIii.”

OzkugaTh MOMOIIM Ka3asiochk 6eCIone3no. MepeguT GLICTPO CHaiach U MPUHECTA CTYIT U3-3a
KOJIOHHBHI.

OpHako K TOMy BpeMeHH, KOTfla OHa IIpUHeCsa CTyj, MMnepaTop yXke CII0XKHUJI BCe KHUTU, KOTOPEIe
ObLIM pa3MelleHbl Ha BHICOTe, HEOOCTYIIHOM 7id MepenuT.
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