-....Bamme BenmuecTtBo?”

MepenuT CTpaHHO IIOCMOTPEJIa Ha [ep2KaBIinero eé MMmeparopa.

Ha MraoBenue ox YOUBUIICA, HO BCKOP€ BEPHYJI HEBRIPA3UTEJIBHOE BEIPAXKEHHUE JIMIa U CIIPOCHUII.

-Te1 B mopsimke?”

-Ax, ga.”

-Torma cnyckarcs.”

'Ha?"

-IIJHEM HEMHOTO TSIXKeJIoBaTo.”

-Ax.”

HiMeHnHO Torma MepemuT MOHSIA, YTO COJIHIIE eIlNe He 3alllo.

Ona Obiyla mopazkeHa ¥ OBICTPO CJIe3/1a C pyK MMmepaTopa, Kak YeI0BEeK, COBEPIIUBIINYN 0YEHb
CEpPbE3HYIO OIIUOKY.

3aTeM cIpocuia ¢ 00eCIIOKOeHHEIM BEIPaKEeHUEM JIUIIA.

-Brl B mopsigke? Ecnu BB 4yBCTByeTe OOJIb B CEPAIIE......

-Bel BUOMTE BO MHE OYE€Hb KPUTUYHOIO MTalieHTa.”

-Br1 Taxkesno 60ILHE fHEM.”

B 3TOM He GbIJI0 HUYETO IIJI0X0T0, HO 110 KaKOH-TO MPUYMHE MHE CTaJIOo I1JI0XO0, II03TOMY Y
VimmepaTopa OblJT HECKOJILKO UCITYTaHHbIM BUI.

-Ilymato, BH y2Ke BCTpedanu capa JIxkepoMa, roBops o 0601u B cepptie.”

-Ila. Buepa BeuepoM s IO3Bajia ero o IpemyioroM 6eCCOHHUITHL.



CoO6CTBEHHO, HUYETO 0COOEHHOTO 5 He Y3Halla.

Ho st He Mory 3acTaBuTh MIMIepaTopa CHOBa CMOTPETh Ha MEHS C II0JJ03PEHUSIMHU.

-Ho xak xe 3nech Bame BenudecTso.....HeT, kak B y3Hanu 00 3TOM MecTe?” - cupocuia Mepeout
CTPaHHEIM I'0JIOCOM.

-9TO caMblii flalbHUM YT0Jl Ha BTOPOM 3Taxe, T03TOMY BOKPYT TOYHO He OBLIO Jofen.”

-Y Bac HeT TajlaHTa He TOJILKO K aKTEPCKOM UIpe, HO ¥ K OCMOTPY BOKPYT.”

_Ha?ll

-¢1 OBITT OKOJIO 3agHeH MMOJIKY C TeX Mop. Pa3Be BEI He 3aMeTHIH?”

4 ¢ yxkacoM noxara Injae4aMu.

-4 He 3Hanma.”

-9T0 OBLNIA 1, TAK YTO MHE OYeHb XaJb.”

-Ho s He mymato, 4TO 51 chefnajia YTO-TO, YTO MOTJIO OBITh HETIPaBUJIbHEIM. ”

-4l 4yTh He ynana.”

MMmepaTop, Ka3aiock, 3aMETHUII, KaK 9TO IIPO3BYYAJIO.

-Yto OHI 1 Oenasa, eciu OB clIOMasia KOCTh.”

-Ecnu pyku B mopsigke, paboTaTh ¥ UYMTATh KHUTH MOXKHO.”

S 3TO 04YeHb XOPOIIo.”

WMmnepaTop OTBETUI aOCYpAHO:

-Utak, ects 11 TpaBMHI?”



-Bnarogaps Bam, 51 B 6e3onacHoctu. Criacu0o, 9To cnacny MeHs, Bame Benugectso.”

-4l MOmOoIIEN TOMBKO ITOTOMY, YTO YCJIbIIIA, KaK CTy/ 3aCKpune.”

-B 6ubnuoTeKe Tak THUXO, YTO CJIBIIIHO BCE 3BYKH.”

9 mpoGopMoTana, cierka B3IPOrHYB.

-Bam nyumre Bame BenudyecTBo? Pa3Be BaM He CTajo ObI IIJ10X0, TPUAK BEI cofma?”

-Bcé B mopsimke. CKOpPO COMNHIE CSAmeT.”

-Brio 611 00JIbHEe BCero Ha 3akarte.”

-Hy, g npussik. YeMm 370.....

I/IMr[epaTop MEIOJIEHHO HAKJIOHUJICA U IMOOHAJI KHUTY, YIIaBIIYIO Ha II0JI.

3aTeM OH IIPOTSIHYJI €€ MHE U CITPOCHII.

-BbI bITanMCh HOCTATh 3Ty KHUTY?”

<HacrTos1aa npuyrHa 3anpeTa Y4€pHON Maruu>

Brin ObI Tepernonox, eciiu 66l 9TO YBUAEN KTO-HUOYOb IPYTOH.

-Ila, Barre BenuuectBo. Cracu6o.”

4 GBICTPO TONMyYMIIa XenaeMyio KHUTY 0T iMmepaTopa.

Cpa3sy ke U3 MOero pTa BhIpBaCs kKaJIoOHBIM T0JI0C.

-Ho 9T0 He KaxKeTcs 04eHb II0JIe3HBIM.”

_Ha?ll

-Ila. I ocMoTpenace, U, KaXkeTcsd, 3[eCh HET HYKHBIX KHUT.”



-Brl UMeeTe BBU[Y, YTO BaM HYKHBI 3alIPETHHIE KHUTH?”

'Ha."

-....3ampeTHEIE KHUTH XPaHSATCS Ha CEKPETHOM KHUKHOM MomKe.”

ViMmepaTop Ha MIHOBEHHUE 3aiyMaJiCsi 1 OTKPHLI POT.

-4l eMMHCTBEHHHIN, ¥ KOTO €CTh K/II0Y OT Hee.”

-3T0 X0poI1o. f BOJIHOBAIACh, YTO MHE MIPUAETCS CIIPOCUTEL OubmuoTekaps.”

A npotauyna pyku MmMmneparopy.

HWmmepaTop IOCMOTPET Ha MEHS.

-[ToxxanyiicTa, KJII04 OT CEKPETHOU KHUKHOU MOJIKHU.”

Ycneimas 310, Teogop Hesleno yXMbeUIbHYJICS.

-Trl 2XKe He coOupaelbcs UATH celdac, BepHO?”

-CKOpO BpeMs 3aKpHITHS OUOIMOTEKH, TAaK YTO S MCIIOIL3YI0 3TO BpeMs.”

-He genayt aToro, ugu co MHO.”

-IToimém co MHOH.”

Ou mo6GaBui, OyaTo 3a05HIB.

-Hougpr0.”

-MHe focTaTO4YHO NOHTH ogHOM, Bamie BenuuectBo. [JomkHO OBITH, y BaC HaKOMUIach pabora 3a
oeHb....”

-Bo-miepBrix. Ecnu BRI IpUAETe ClOfa OfHA BeuepoM, Korma 6ubauoTeka OyoeT 3aKphiTa, YTO €CIU KTO-
HUOYOb 3TO YBUAUT?”



Bckope MMmepaTop IPOTSHYI BTOPOY masell, fo6aBUB BTOPYIO IPUUKHY.

-Bo-BTOpEIX. {1 HE MOTY IIPOCTO TaK IIepefaTh KoY OT CEKPETHRIX KHUKHBIX IIOJIOK APYTHUM.”

-Pa3Be B He 3HAETe, YTO 3HAUUT OBITh €IUHCTBEHHEIM, ¥ KOTO €CTh KII04?”

-HeT. Xopommo.”

MepenuT oTBETUA C OTCYTCTBYIOIIUM JTUIIOM.

-B KOHIle KOHILIOB, Bl HE BEPUTE MHE.”

-9T0 BTOpas nIpu4YnHa.”

MepenuT cy3una OpoBH, IO Ha MMIepaTopa, KOTOPHIE He OTPHUIA 9TOTO.

-ITo mepBoit mpuynHe, OBITIO OB XOPOIIIO COOPATHCS BMECTE HOUBIO.”

-Ho pa3Be He 6ymeT MeHee 3aMEeTHHIM [IJIs IPYTUX, CJIH 5 MPUAy ogHa?”

-HeT. BBl Bcerpia mOnKHBI OBITh TOTOBHI K TOMY, YTO YTO-TO MOXKET IIOWTH He Tak.”

-Brl uMeeTe B BUMy, 9YTO €C/IM IIOWTU BMECTE, HUYETO HE IPOU30UneT?”

-Pa3Be MbI He cMorniu OBl Ha3BaTh BECKYIO IPUYKHY, Oymyuu BMecTe?”

-Beckasa npruunHa?”

-M=uI MOXKEM CKa3aTh, YTO y HAC cBUAaHue.”

-.....B 3akprITOM OGHOMMOTEKE HOUBIO?”

be3 cTpaxa.

Mepenut Gblyia CMyIIEHA.



-f "He OyMal0, 9TO KTO-TO B 3TO HOBepI/IT."

-Tak unu nHaue.”

OH TOXKe MOoAyMaJl, YTO 3TO HEMHOTO abCypPAHO, ¥ CMYLIEHHO ITPOTOBOPHIL.

-B I'maBHOM [IBOpIlE €CThH IIPOXOM, KOTOPHIHM MOXKET OBITh MEHee 3aMeTeH [IJis OKPYXKaloux.”

MozxKeT, 3TO TOT CereTHBIfI IIpoxon, 1Ipo KOTOpBIfI OH I'OBOPHII B HpOI.T.U'[BIfI pas.

-Brirto 661 6e30macHee IPOUTH TaM BABOEM.”

-Xopouro.”

MepenuT OGLICTPO COTIIACHIIACE.

-Torpa g ckaxy ciyxaHKaM gBoplia MmnepaTpulisl, 4To UAy B ['1aBHEIM gBOpeEL.”

-Xopoto. Torma pa6oThl OygeT ropa3no MeHbIie.”

-Ilymaro, 310 Tak. Torga yBUOUMCS HOYbIO B ['maBHOM fBOpLeE.”

Mepenut GBICTPO 3aBepIlniia Pa3roBOP U IOKJIOHUIACHE MMIiepaTopy.

Y oTBepHyBUIUCEH OT MiMIIepaTopa, BhIIIA Ha YIIUILY.

I/IMnepaTop OOJITO CMOTpeII en B CIIMHY B3rJIsigOM, 3HA4YEHHNEe KOTOPOTro OBLII0O HEBO3MOXKHO IIOHSTh.

)%k

[Tocne yxkuHa, HaCcTynuiIa HOYE.

[Tepen cHOM, MepenuT cka3aia [XKynuu Tak, Kak u obelfana MmmepaTopy.

-4l mymato nouty B ['maBHEIM gBOpeEL NPsMO cerdac.”



I'maza J:[}KYJ'II/II/I paCImupuiincCh, KOrga OHa YCJIBIIIajla CJIOBa Mepem/IT.

-B camom gene?”

-Ila. 9 mymaio, 661710 OBI XOPOIIIO MTOTPATUTh KaK MOXKHO OO0JIbIIle BpEMEHH, YTOOH! y3HATh MOOIHUXKeE
Ero BenmuecTtso.”

Be3 npuuwuHe, Mepenut mobaBuia OTTOBOPOK.

-f HUYero He MOTY C coboit IIogeiaTh, IIOTOMY 4YTO B T€YE€HHUE JHA U Y HETO, U Y MEHS €CThb memna.”

-3T10 xopomas unes, Bamre BenuuectBo. TakuM 00pa30M, BBl TOCTEIIEHHO cONMM3uTECH ¢ Ero
BenuuectBOM.”

IKymus BRITTIsAENIa OYeHb CYaCTINBOM, OyaT0 MepeauT MpHIIIia B IoJIOBY 0COOEHHAs Ufes.

-4l ceiiyac xke npuHecCy Bally HakugKy. [loxamyiicTa, mogoxagure.”

MepenuT Hagena KPeMOBYIO HaKUAKY, IPUHECEHHYIO [[Kynuel, ¥ HampaBuiach B [ JTaBHEIM ABOpeEI.

C3amu, maxe TOPHUYHEIE BOJTHOBAJIKCh.

MepeuT, KaKuM-TO 00pa3oM, paHuIa eé COBECTb.

“Briy1o OB HEIIJIOXO TTOWTH Ty[Ia II0 TAKOM rapMOHUYHON IIPUYHHE.......

K coxanenuto, ¢ UMnepaTopoM Kak-TO CTPAHHO 3aKPYTUJIOCh, C CaMOU IIEPBOU IIYTOBULIBI*,

(n/m:*KR upgmroMa: ¢ caMoro Hadaja BCE IIOIIO He Tak)

“Ecnu ObI TOJIBKO g He yBHUAENa 3Ty CIIeHYy B HaIlly IIePBYIO HOYb......

Bo3MoxHO, HY2KHO Yallle 3aXOOUTh B ['maBHBII OBOpeL, YTOOBI COTU3UTHCS.

Hy, Teneps 3T0 GecrosesHo.

-4 BcTpeuato Bamre BenuuectBo Mmneparpuiry. [1ycTs Hag BaMu Bcerfa 00UTAIOT MUD U
6maromonyyue.”



-Cap denukc, MBI CHOBA BCTPETUINUCE. 4 370ech, 4TOOH yBUAeTh Ero BennuecTtBo.”

-0x, na. [laBariTe MpoOMOEM BHYTPb.”

®eMKC OCTOPOKHO BIYCTHII MepeauT BHYTPb, HE3aBUCUMO OT TOT'0, CKa3aJl Ji eMy 3To MMnepaTop.

BouTu BHYTpH CIIa/IBHU......

-Br1 3gecr?”

VimmepaTop OBLI OET TOIBKO B TOHKYIO PYyOAllKYy.

Mepe}:[I/IT Ha MTHOBEHHUE CMYTHJIACh.

“9T0 ecTeCTBEHHO, IIOTOMY YTO ceryac HOYb.”

Hoquy MHE HEJIOBKO 3TO BUOETH.

MozxkeT OBITh 9TO M3-3a TOHKOM TKaHU, KOTOPasi HEMHOTO BEIIETISIETCS.

Mepenut 6bIcTPO M30aBUIACH OT GECIIONIE3HOTO OECIIOKOUCTBA B CBOEH TOJIOBE.

-....41 BcTpeuarw Bame BennuectBo MMneparopa.”

Korpa oHa U3SIIHO IOKJIOHUIIACh, €€ BHUMAaHKe IIPUBJIEKIIO U0 MMnepaTopa, CTPaHHO
OT/IMYABIIEECS OT IPEIBIAYLIETO.

Iaxe ecnmu cedyac HOYb, MOTHOCTBIO CHSITh YCTAJIOCTh C JIMIA U3-3a 00J1e3HU THEM, Ka3aloCh
CJIOKHBIM.

OpHako, IIOCMOTPEB Ha HETr0 HO4YbI0, OHa He MOI'Jia HAWTU HUKAKUX IIPU3HaKOB UCTOLIEHNA.

TeHb O[T €ro rina3amMu gaxe co3pgaBala OIIaCHYIO ¥ CMEPTOHOCHYIO aTMOC(bepy.

-Mory s BEIATH ceigac?”

-Xopouro.”

[Tocrne KpaTKOTo COTJIallleHts], OHa IOMBITa/Iach YATH TyMa, OTKy/a 3alllia.



A TIOTOM KTO-TO CXBATHJI MepemuT 3a IIIed0 C3a/u.

-Ax...."

[MopaxénHass MepenuT GBICTPO TIOBEPHYJIa TOIOBY Ha3ajl.

ViMmepaTop CMOTpEN Ha HEE C HEBLIPA3UTEIbHBIM JINIIOM.
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