qa OCTOPO2KHO OTKPHIJIa ABEPH U BOIIJIa BHYTPb.

4 yBupena MmepaTopa, JexKallero Ha KpoOBaTH ¥ YU TAIOIIET0 KHUTY.

bl 3aroBopwuiia, CierkKa YJII/IBJIéHHI:IM roJIoCoM.

-f1 He 3Hasa, YTO BH YATAETE KHUTY.”

Ycnwias MeHs1, OH He Cpa3y IMOCMOTPEJI Ha OBEPHh, a 3aTeM IIOBEPHYII T'OJIOBY KO MHE.

4 monpuBeTcTBOBasa MMmeparopa, HeJIOBKO IeBesIs rybamu.

-3opaBcTByuTe, Bame Benuuectso.”

-....Torma, s He 3Hal, 4To MnepaTpulla CHOBa NMPUOET cloma.”

OH cHOBa IIOCMOTPEJI Ha YdcCHI.

-Eme yTtpo, UmnepaTpuua.”

-4 3Ha1o, Bame BenuuecTtBo.”

-Torma?”

-Ho MHe HyXkHO OBIIO IPUNUTHU Clofla cenyac.”

-4to BH UMeeTe B BUmy?”

-9T0 crocob BcTpeTuThcs ¢ Kopomesoit.”

-Ut0 9TO 3HAUUT?”

-OHa cka3ajia MHe cjieouTh 3a Bamum BennuectBoM.”

-Cka3ana Tak npsMo?”

-OHa mpocuia MeHs BHUMAaTEILHO CJIEOUTH 3a COCTOsIHUEM Bamero BenmyecTtBa u coobuiath ey,
Kaxpoe YyTpeHHee IIPUBETCTBUE. ITO O3HAYaeT TO XKe camoe.”



-Xa.”

-Ilymato, MHe HYKHO OBIJIO IPUITH CIOfIa, TOJIBKO YCIIBIIIAB 3Ty POCLOY.”

-Kax B mymaeTe, Koponesa elre He 3Ha€eT, UTO Bl IPULIIN Clofa?”

-He 3Haro. 4 cTrapanack 0encTBOBaTh.”

-f BUXKYy, BBl HE OYEHBb XOPOIIO urpaere.”

-....Bul maxe He Bupgesnu.”

-Hy. lymato, MHe Jaxke He HYXKHO Ha 3TO CMOTPETh.”

-...Ecnu Tak, BO3MOXKHO, BacC yKe mouManu.”

A orBeTumna C JIOCTOfIHbIM BEIPAZKEHHEM JIXIIA.

-Ho 4TO0, ecnu Tak u ecTb.”

-Ila. 1 HUYero He MOTY IoAenaTh.”

HesaBucuMmo ot Toro, OB I pa3roBOp HEJETKUM, FiMIlepaTop OTBedYas C 3aMEeTHEIM yTOMJIEHHEM.

-Koponesa, [omKHO OBITH, C CAMOT0 Hayasa IIpucMaTpuBaia 3a BaMu. [laxe eClIu BaM 3TO He
HYKHO.”

-fl He myMaro, 94TO OHa OOBIYHEIN YesloBeK.”

-....He OOLIYHLIN YeJioBeK.”

Bymyuu Moomo#, He U3 MPeCTUKHOM CeMbH, OHa TIOKOpUIa cepate MmmnepaTopa u cpa3y MOOHSIACh
[I0 TTOJIOXKeHusT MIepaTpuis.

OOBIYHBIM JTIOMISIM 3TO CHEJIaTh COBEPIIEHHO HEIIPOCTO.

-Utak? O 4éM TH celiyac gyMaemunb?”

-4 monoxy Kopornese, uto Baie BenuuecTBo Bce elne 6omeeT.”



¢4 cka3asna 9To ¥ B3TMIsAHYyNa Ha MmepaTopa.

-....Ha camom pene 310 He 7102Kb. Ho ecu BEI OOJIBHEI, HE [e/IaiTe mepephiBa.”

-Tebst 9TO BONHYET?”

OH He omm0cs, HO 3TO OBIJIa 0YeHb rpy0asi peysb.

4 3amornyana, 6yTO CUXKY Iepe[ MallMeHToOM, HO CMOTJIa 3aCTaBUTh CBOM POT IOTHSTHCS.

-Brl mpuninu cioga, 4ToOH CKa3aTh MHE 3T0?”

-MHe 65110, YTO CKa3aThb, HO TaKXkKe MHE €CTh, UTO ITOCIyIIaTh.”

-Uro?”

-¢1 xoTesna OB TOYHO 3HATH O COCTOSTHUM Barero BenuyecTBa.” - cKa3anma MepeouT, TSI IPSIMO Ha
HWwmmnepatopa.

-4l X04y BCTPETUTHLCS C OBOPLIOBEIM IIOMOIITHUKOM, KOTOPOMY HoBepseT Bauie BenuuecTBo.”

-....3aueM?”

-41, momxHO OBITH, TOBOPHJIA BaM, YTO MHE HYXKHO TOYHO 3HATh COCTOsIHKME MMmepaTopa, 4ToOh
BBLIJIEUUTH Bac.”

-¢1 He TOBOPUII, UTO 3TO HEBO3MOXKHO."

ViMmepaTop, Ha MTHOBEHUE 3aMOJI4all, @ 3aTeM OTKPBIT POT.

-IIxxepom Baysnep. 910 ero ums.”

-EcTb 1 cioco6 BCTpeTUThCS ¢ HUM? Ecniu 0THeIbHO MO30BY €ro s, AyMalo, Oyay Ka3aTbCs
IIOO03PUTEIbHOM.”

-9T0 He Cn0XKHO. CKaXH, 4YTO Thl He MOXKEeIb 3aCHYTh.”



-3acHyTbH?”

-Ila. B meguinmaCcKOM LeHTpe MMepaToOpCKOro ABOpLia HET HUKOrO0, KTO yulle [I>xepoMa bayHepa
neunnt 661 6eCCOHHUITY. ITO Hallla KofJoBas MOJIUTBA.”

-Ax, ma. IloHsaTHO.”

BeccorHuna. { TBEPOO BIOXKWIAa 3TU TPHU cjIora* B CBOIO TOJIOBY, & 3aTeM CKJIOHWJIA TOJIOBY Ilepen
HWmMnepatopoM.

(m/m:*Ha Kope#icKoM cI0BO ‘OeCCOHHHUIIA' HUINEeTCs B TpH ciora: [J[)

-Torpma g moupy.”

-....BBHI IpuIIy mpocuth 00 sTom?”

"]:[a?”

-EcTh emi€ Bompock.”

-O, ma. Het.”

4 OrICTPO KMBHYA, 3aTeM fno0aBuia.

-Ecnu B paboTe O6ymeT, JOCTUTHYT KaKOU-T0OO0 IIPOTPECC, S cpaldy XkKe MPuAy, 4ToOkl CKa3aTh BaM.
Torpa otoerxaute, Bame BenuuecTtso.”

[Tocne atux cnos, MepenuT nokuHysa cransHio MMnepartopa.

denukc HEMEIJIEHHO BOIIEN B CIabHIO MIlepaTopa, OTKy/Ia BHIIIIa MepenuT.

Y Hero OBITIO HECKOJIBKO IOCTOMHOE BEIPAXKEHUE JIUIA.

-4 mymato, Tebe 4TO-TO He HpaBUTCS.”

-Bame BenuuecTBo, BH OEUCTBUTENLHO BepuTe MMnepaTtpuiie?”

-KaxeTcs, oHa He urpaer.”



B IIPOTUBHOM CJIy4ae, 3TO OBIT OBI OTJIMYHBINM CIIEKTAKIIb.

OpmHako, I0 eT0 MHEHUIO, CTOJIKHYBIIUCDH C JOBOILHO OOJBIIINM KOJIMYECTBOM JIIONEN, CKPBIBAIOIIHUX
CBOM UCTHHHBIE HAMEPEHUS, B 9TOM CJTydae 9TO OBIIO He TaK.

-IToxoxe, y He€ BOOOIIIE OTCYTCTBYET TalaHT K 9TOMY.”

-Brl He MoXeTe oBepsATh ITOMY Tak JIerko.”

-Cop denukc.”

HWmMnepartop no3Ban ®ennkca CIIOKOMHBIM T'OJIOCOM.

-l HUKOMY He moBepsio. Pa3Be TH He 3Haellb.”

-Ecnu g He HaWAy APYroro Mara, 4ToObI BEUIEYUTH MOIO 00JI€3Hb, TH TOXKe Gyaelrb TOBOPUTHL 00 9TOH
mpobieme.”

WmnepaTop, clerka pe3KuM TOHOM, 3aKphIT poT DesuKcey.

Ha camom pene, ®enukcy Heyero OBIIO CKa3aTh 110 9TOMY IIOBOAY.

H}KepOM BayHep CKasaJl, YTO MeulHa 6eCCUITbHA, IIpHUYHHa 001e3HU HEM3BECTHA.

MepenuT Obljla e0UHCTBEHHBIM YeJI0BEKOM, KOTOPHIN ITOCTABUII BCE CPa3y, OT MIPUUYUHEI 10 JTI€YEHUS.

Temneps.

-Ecnu ceiyac ecTh KTO-HUOYAb, KTO MOXKET BHIIEYUTD 3Ty YEPTOBY T'OJIOBHYIO 00JIb, TO HE UMEET
3Ha4eHus KTo.”

-.....II03BaTh Bpayda?”’

-Hert, BCc€ B mopsigke. 4 moyKeH MPeKpaTUTh YUTATh KHUTY.”

HmnepaTop MaxHyn pykoi denukcy, Kak 6ynTo oH 6eCIOKOuU ero.



-Briiign.”

®enuKC MOJT4a CTOSI, a 3aTEM BHIIIEN U3 ClIalbHU MMIlepaTopa.

OcTaBIINCh OOWH, I/IMHepaTop JOJITO JIeXKaJl C 3aAyMYHUBEIM BhEIPA2KEHUEM JIXIIA.

Henb3s cka3aTh, JyMall ¥ OH 0 YEM-TO, WJIH HET.

)%k

Toit ke HOub0. [[BOpeln MIepaTpUILL.

-41 BooO11Ie He MOTY 3aCHYThb.”

MepenuT KOCHYJIack CBOEro ji0a, C paCCTPOEHHBIM B3TJISIOM.

-Yrto mHe menath, [IxKynus. Bugumo, s Tak u He Oyay CclaTh CEromHs.”

-Brl He MoXeTe 3aCHYTH?”

-Ia. Tak OBIIO CO BUEpALIHEro JHS.”

9T0 Obl/Ta IIpaBAa.

qupa OHa O4Y€eHb O0JITO He CIIajid.

XoTs 9T0 OblIa Mpo0ieMa, BEI3BAaHHAS HANIPSIXKEHUEM.

-Buepa ke Oblyla mepBasi HOYb, ITOCIIE MOEH CBAOBOHI, TO3TOMY, AyMalo, 51 IepeHepBHUYANA. ...

MepenuT roBopuia ¢ BhIpaxkKeHUEM JIKIla, KOTOPOe roBopuio, OyATo oHa 00JIbIlle He MOTJIa 3TOTO
BEIHOCUTE.

-He gymato, 4TO HAago OCTaBNIATh 3TO Tak.”

-IIOJI2KHEI U MBI [103BaTh JBOPELIKOTO Bpava?”

-TBI MOXKEITh 9TO COenIaTh?” - XOJIOOHO CIPOCuIla Mepenur.



Ixynust KUBHYJa, KakK OyYATO 3TO OBLIO €CTECTBEHHO.

-Ila. [ToxamnyucTa, NOJOXAUTE MUHYTY, Balle BenryecTtBo.”

BCKOpe IIOCJIe 3TOTO, KTO-TO BOIIEN B CITAIbHIO MepeI[I/IT.

MyX4rHa C TEMHO-PYCHIMHU BOJIOCAMU ¥ 3€JIEHBIMU T'Ta3aMM, HalloOMUHAIUMU [TepumoT*.

(m/m:* 30710THUCTO-3€IeHbIN TONYAParoleHHbI KaMeHb.)

Own BRITIAOENn cTapiie MMmmepaTopa.

OH OBUT He 0YeHb BIEUYATIISIONIAM, HO €T0 BU[I, KOTOPHIH Ka3aJICsS TUXUM, KAKUM-TO 06pa3oM
co3[aBajl MpayHyI0 aTMOoChepy.

[To cyxpenusim Mepenurt, emy 6b110 oKoo 30 JeT.

-Pap 3rakoMcTBYy, Bawe Benuuectso.”

-Brr1....”

-A Ixepom baynep.”

ITocrne TOro, Kak OH MATKHM T'OJIOCOM IIpeacTaBUJICsA, OH CeJI Ha IIOATOTOBJIEHHOE MECTO.

-9 cipimtan Koe-uto oT Ero Benuuectsa.”

-Torga pa3roBop mougeT OricTpee.”

Paccka3 MepenuT Ka3aics XOpPOIIUM.

-4 681 xoTena Oomnbiie ycnblmaTh o bone3nu Ero Benuuectsa.”

-OaKTUYECKH, S IPUIIEN CIofla, YTOOBI pacckal3aTh 9Ty YacTh, HO B 3TOM HET HUYEero oco0eHHOro.”

-4T1o0 BH UMeeTe B BUny?”

-Ero BenuuecTBo cTpafiaeT OT neproandeckux 0ojeit, Kak OYOTO OHU MOTYT IIOSIBUTHCS B JIt000€
BpeMsi OHs. CUMITOMEI BKJIIOUAIOT B ce0s: TOJIOBHYIO 60, IOMOTY B TeJle, CHUKEHUE 9HEPTUH, CYX0H



Kaliens.”

-UHorga y Hero ObIBaeT BHICOKAsl TeMIlepaTypa, TOJIOBOKPYKeHMe U IIyM B yIIaX. Takke OH
YyyBCTBYeT 60Jb B cIuHe.”

S Kommnnekc 6ome3neit.”

-Ila. [TosToMy 51 He yBepeH, IOMOXKeT JIX BaM 3T0.”

-EcTs emé uTo-Hubynb» ocobeHHoe?”

H}KepOM Ha MI'HOBEHHUE 3adyMaJiCd.

-B meHb MONTHONYHUS, faXKe JHEM €ro COCTosiHue obnerdaercs.”

-O, 9TOT HeHb.....

MepenuT TUXOHBKO BCKPUKHYJIA, Kak Oy[ATO el eCTh YTO CKa3aTh.

-3TO [eHb, KOTMa rOBOPSIT, YTO MOIIHOCTb Maruu ciabeet.”

HeckombKO COMHEHMH B TOM, UTO S MOTJIA OIIU0AThCS, ORICTPO Pa3BESIIMCh, KAK TOJILKO S YCIIbIIIaIa
3TO.

-Criacu60, cap [Ixxepom. [I715 0CTaIbHOTO 5 IOCTAPAloCh HAMTH c1oco6.” - ckasana Mepenut ¢ 6oyee
pacciabIeHHBIM BHIpaXKeHIeM JIUIIA.

-Bame BenuyectBo UMnepaTpulla UCIIOIB3yeT UCLESIONIYI0 Maru?”

'Ha.”

-9TO YOUBUTEIbHO. YIUBUTENIBHO, YTO MaTK BCE €II€ OCTAJTUCh, ¥ S CIIBIIIAJ, YTO KOJTUYECTBO MaroB-
HenuTenel ObJI0 HeOOIbIIUM. ”

-9TO0 BpOXAEHHAs Ccrtoco0HOCTh. Cap [I:KepoM, KOTOPHIM 06y4dasncs caMm u o61afaeT OOIIUPHEIMU



3HAHWSMHU, HaMHOTO yyle.”

-TTocrne Bamux c0B, XoueTcs paboTaTh ycepaHee.”

-Kaxk monro Bel paboTaete B UMmepaTopckoM gBopIe?”

-Mens BeIOpany, cpa3y mnocjie KopoHanuu Ero Benuyectsa.”

-[Ipouinio HeMHOTO BpeMeHu.”

-Ia. o aTOoro y MeHs He ObIJIO XKeJlaHUS HaXOAUThCA B MIMIepaTopckoM fBopiie.”

OH roBOpHUJI, YTO IIOTEPSII CECTPY.

“Bel mpumiu u3-3a mectu?”

E# 651710 MI000IIBITHO, HO OHA HE CIIPOCHIIA.

OHa myMmara, 4To 9T0 ObIIO OBl TPYOBIM BOITPOCOM.

BmecTo 3Toro, OHa yIRIOHYIAch U APYyXKeJo0HOo cKa3ana.

-Cmacu6o B 6ymyiem, cap [Ixepom.”

-4 xoten Ovl cripocuTsh, Bate BenuuecTtso.”

-4 mymaro, 9T0 B IMIIepaToOpCKOM [BOPIIE eCTh JIIOAH, 3aCITyKUBAIOLIe JOBEPHUS, TOITOMY S
YyBCTBY10 00neyeHue.”

Ycneimas aTo, H}KGPOM IIOCMOTPEII Ha MepeHI/IT " CIIPOCHUII.
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