B menb cBameOHOM 1IePEMOHUH.

C camoro yTpa Hadanuch IPUTOTOBIEHUS. MepequT BcTala ¢ IOCTENX Ha PacCBeTe U XKpaia, Koraa
13 MMnepaTopcKoro aBoplia npubyneT KapeTa. Bce IPUTrOTOBIEHUS NOIKHEL ObIIN [ejlaTh BHYTPH
ViMImepaTOpCKOTO ABOpIIA, IO3TOMY el HeueM ObIJIO 3aHSIThCS.

EnvHCTBEHHOE, UTO HYKHO CeJlaTh, 3T0 yOOpPKa CBOeH CTapoy KOMHATEI, B KOTOPO# OHa 00JIble He
OymeT XKHUTb.

-9TO CIUIIKOM IIPOCTO” - cKa3asa [allaHa, ¥ IPOAOJIKUIIa TOBOPUTE. - [lake eC/id BHI HUYETO He
BO3bMETE, C BaMHU BCE OymeT B mopsigke?”

-Ila. 4 B mopsake”

MepenuT pelnia OCTaBUTh B KOMHATe HEMHOI'0 OfIeXKIbl ¥ akceccyapoB. C caMOro Havajla OHHM He
OBLITH JOPOTHUMM, HO B HUX 0OJIbIIIEe He ObII0 HEOOXOTUMOCTH.

EnvHCTBEHHAs TOPHUYHAS, KOTOPAs TaKXKe MoedeT Bo aBopel, Ovla [lafiaHa.

4 xoTesna B34Th C cOO0M KaK MOXKHO MEHBIIE Belled U3 3TOro moMa.

“IToTomy 4TO, 1 HAYMHAI HOBYIO KU3HB"

Korga Tpu Mecsila Ha3a MHe ITpHKa3ald BEIUTHU 3aMYXK, 51 IPOCTO pacTepsinach. OmMHAKO IOC/e BCeX
TPEX MECAIEB, 1 0XKUAana 3Toro. [IpuHyauTeNbHBIN OpakK Ka3ajcs BEIXOIOM M3 3TOTO foMa. I'1ie Okl s
HU XKuja, TaM OymeT nydie, 4eM 3[1ech.

-Ecnu 661 Meppun Oblyia kuBa, Obly1a OBl 04EHb CUACT/IUBA....” - MpobopMoTana [laliaHa IPyCTHHIM
T'0JIOCOM.

Meppui Obl7Ia MO HACTOSIIIEH MaTepbio. [OPHUYHAS IIBITAHCKOT'0 MTPOUCX0KIEHHUS.

Kak cubHO HAaCTOIHKO CKPOMHOE MTPOUCX0XKIeHe MepenuT KOCHYJIOCh PENyTallii U JOCTOMHCTBA
T'epnorunu IIBapil. 3To OBIJIO TO, 0 YEM OHA MOTJIA JOTafgaThCs, MaXKe He 3Hasd.

-Ho, mos1 mathb....”

MHe cTano rpycTHO, KaK TOJIBKO S BCIIOMHMJIA 00 yMepuIel MaTymke. Ho HeHamomro.

-Mucc Mepegur.”



CHapy}KI/I IIOCJIBIIIATICA CTYK B IBEPHL, KTO-TO 3BaJl MEHA.

-Yxe nopa ye3xkartb.”

Mepe}:[I/IT, ofeTas B IIPOCTOE IINTaThe KEMUYZKHOT'O IIBETA, BCTaJla CO CBOETr0 MeCTa U BHIIIJIA 3d OIBEPL.

Cnyckasich 110 JIeCTHHIlE, OHa 3aMeTusIa 3HaKoMble GUTYpPHI IOf TepuiaMu. Kasanock, 4To Bce OHU
coOpanuch MPOBOOUTH MEHS, Iepef cBagbOoi. OmHAKO Ha UX JIHUIaX He OBII0 HUKAKUX 9MOITUH. XOTs
HeT, MU0 KaTapuHsl OBIIO pa3gpakEHHbBIM.

MepeJmT BCTaJla Imepen HUMHU U BE2KJIKMBO I103J0POBalack.

-HocTtaTtouHo. ITommn”

-JTagHo.”

[epror HIBap1 KUBHYI U pe3KO moxyonaa Mepenur 1o mnieuy.

-Vimeit BBUMY, HUKTO He [IOIKEeH ObITh BOBJIEUEH B fejla CeMbu.”

-....Ja”

-YBupgumcs”

9to BCE. «beperu cebs, Korga OymeT TsAxKeo, Ipue3kai K CeMbe» - 3MOLUOHATBHONU pedr He OBIIO.

“3T0 ObIJIO OKKMIaeMo” - MepedouT ropbKO YCMEXHYIach Ipo cebsl.

“Takux OTHOIIEHUH HEe CTOUT OXHUOATh”

YTo g mpopmoiKana UCKaTh?

“Ilymana, 4TO OTell, TPe3UPABLUINI MEHS BCE 3TO BpEMS, BAPYT CTAHET APYruM?”

W BCé Xe, 1 He MOTJIa 0TKa3aThCsS OT 3TOT0 OXKUAAHUS, 51, OJIKHO OBITE, TIIyIa.

“Bepno. 91O Taxk ruymno.”

MepenuT GbICTPO ImpHIiIa B ce0s u o0epHynack. OHa cefla B KapeTy, He B3TJISTHYB Ha CBOIO CEMbIO.



Bckope, KapeTa TPOHYTIACk.

MepenuT He OTJISHYIach Jaxke IMOCIe TOTo, Kak 0CoOHsK IIIBapI] OTHAMUIICS, ¥ TPEBPATHUIICS B TOUKY.

)%k

[To mpubriTrio B MMIepaTopcKuil BOPEL], MEHs IMOIPUBETCTBOBANa XXeHa MapKku3a Pe Henu.

-3npaBcTByiTe, Bamie BenndyecTBo” - 0OHa C KpaCHBBEIMU 30JIOTHIMU I'Ia3aMU U TEMHO-3€JIEHBIMH,
MIOYTH YEPHBIMU U3SIIHBIMU BOJIOCAMM, TIOKJIOHUIIAaCh MHE.

-ITo6po moxkanoBaTh BO ABOpel MMmepaTpuiibL.”

OHa Oblna OgHOU U3 TeX, KTO o0y4yasn MepenuT 3THUKETY.

-4 Oxynus Pe Hexnu, 6yny cinyxuth Bamemy BenudecTtBy B OynymeM. [ToxkamnyiicTa, Ha3bBalTe MEHS
Hxynueun.”

-Papa cHoBa BupeTs Bac, [Ixymnus.”

-BEI BCE ellle He UCIIPaBUIIK CBOM TOH.” - ra3a [ KyJIUU Cy3UNKCh. - & Oblla B TAKOM CTpecce
HECKOIbKO mHeu moapsn.”

-Ax...”

4 moxkarna nmmeyamMu. MHe OBITIO HEJIETKO MOTHOCTHI0 n30aBUTHCS U HCIIPABUTE IIPUBBIYKY, KOTOpPAA
3aKaJlidaChb ABaJUATh JIET, BCEro 3a TP MeCslIla.

-Huuero crtpamrsoro, 1o cBage0HOM IIepeMOHUY eIllé eCcTb BpeMs.” - [IKynusi BeIUKOAYIITHO KUBHYIIA.

-OpmHaKo, mocje CTaHOBNIeHUs MMnepaTpullel, Tak TOBOPUTDL HEMb3s. ITO He UMEET 3HAUEHUS OIS
OPYTHX OBOPSH, HO, TOXKAIyHCTa, OyIbTe OCTOPOKHEI C TEMH, KTO PEIIUTEJIeH B OTHOIIEHHUH K BaM,
Bame BenuuecTBo. ITO TaKXe CBI3aHO C OUCLUIIIMHON BO ABOpPILEe MMmnepaTpuiisl.”



- moHWMaro, 4YTO TH X0Yelllb CKa3aThk. byoy umeTs B BUAY.”

-Ia, Bame BenuyectBo. Xopoio” - 3aTeM [IXKymnus, yibi0asich, yKa3aja MHE U3SIIHBIM )KeCTOM PYK. -
[Toxanyiicra, npoxogure”

[TogroToBka K IepeMOHNH Ha4aJlaChk CPa3y XkKe.

MepenuT yoxuna BOJIOCH, Hafiesa MjlaThe C MBIIIHOM I00K0M U IPKUMU AParoleHHOCTSIMU, YTOOH
CTaTh 3JIETAHTHOU HEBECTOH.

[Tocne Tpéx 4acoB MOATOTOBKY, [IKynIus IpefocTaBuiia rpaduk.

-Temeph y HAaC 0CTalIOCh MeHee ABYX 4acoB M0 nepeMonuu. 0X.”

-IIlxynus” - 3aTeM Mepenut no3sana [JXKynuio.

IXymus mocMoTpena Ha MepenuTt.

-Kaxkou uenoBek Ero BenuuectBo?”

IXXynusi He CMOTJIa Cpa3y OTBETHUTS.

MepenuT BEIT/IsIIEIa HEMHOT'O PAaCCTPOEHHOM.

-Benp s HUKOTma paHbIle €ro He BuAena.”

'AX"

OpHako gaxe MOCe 9TUX CJI0B, [IXynus He CMOrJIa JIETKO OTBETUTh. Kak 4esioBeK, KOTOPHIU
YCHBILIA OY€eHb CJIOKHBIX BOIIPOC.

Ho MepenuT Bc€ XKe XKpana OTBeTa.

-Uto x, Ero Benuuecrtso.......

IXymust TIaTeNbHO BHIOMpAsIA CI0BA U OTKPHIIA POT:



-OH XOpOILIXii YeNOBeK. Y HETO OTIMYHLIN XapakKTep, K TOMY XKe.....

-K Tomy xe?”

-OH xopoti co6oit”

-BoT Kak” - MepenuT HE3HAUUTEIbHO KUBHYJIA.

4 cupauBana He IOTOMY, 4TO ObUIa 9TUM 00€CIIOKOEHa, @ IPOCTO U3 JIFOOOMBITCTBA. [10 3TOr0 AHS
MHe HUKTO He TOBOPUJI, KTO OymeT e€ MyxkeM. X0Ts, B TO BpeMs y MeHs He ObIJI0 BO3MOXKHOCTH
y3HaTh, 4TO [IXKyusg He TOBOPUJIA O CAaMOM BaXKHOM.

)%k

-I[Tpubruta Eé BenumuectBo Mimnepatpura!”

IIBepb OTKPHUIACH, ¥ [TOCTIE0BAJ TPOMKHUI BO3IJIAC.

MepenuT, ofgeTast B Byalib, OCTOPOKHO, IlIaT 3a IIaroM, BHIXOOUa BIIEPE,.

OTOBCIOI[Y S 9YBCTBOBaJIa, YTO BCEe B3rIAObI IBOPSIH OBIIIH IIPUKOBAHEI TOJIBKO KO MHE. A Hukormga B
KHW3HU He II0JIy4alla CTOJIBKO BHUMAdHUS, U YYBCTBOBAJld cebs1 ceriyac HEMHOTO O6peMeHI/ITeJ'IBHO.

Ho, mpupnas cumnel HoraMm, f noua npsamMo. HakoHel, HacTajl MOMEHT BIIEPBEIE BCTPETUTLCH C
HMmepaTopoM JIMIIOM K JIULTY.

_ AX n

Kak u rosopuna [Ixynus, UMnepaTop OblJT 04eHb KpacuB. Ero BolOCH ObIJIM YEPHBIMU, KaK CMOJIb, @
rnasa eme teMHee. Ecnu BrIsigeThCs B HUX, TO, Ka3a/I0Ch, YTO BB CTOUTE IIepef IPOMIacThIo.
Bmo6aBoK, OH OBIJT 04EHb BHLICOKUM U C KPEIIKUM TeJIOCTIOXKEHNEeM, YYBCTBOBAIOCh JOCTOMHCTBO
WwmmepaTopa.

...... OH moxX0X Ha CTaTyo0, KOTOpas MOXeT OBITh BEICTaBIIeHa B My3ee”

Ero kpacoTa Oblyia 3a rpaHbio BOOOpaxKeHUsT, HAMHOTO JIy4Ille, YeM s MOTJia ce0e IMpeCTaBUTE.



Brnepnoe nuuo. OcTphie r1a3a u HOC. TBEPLIE TYOHL.

X0oTs1 OHM ITPOU3BOMAST MOBOJILHO XOJIOMHOE BIleYaT/ieHue, Ka3anoch, aTMocdepa BoKpyr MmmepaTopa
Oblla TaK¥XKe XOJIOfHA, KaK ero B3TJIs/.

Kcraru...

“T®I 4TO, TIJIOXO CIIAJl MMPOIIION HOYbI0?”

[Tox rma3amu ObIIM TEMHBIE MEIITKH. BhipaxkeHue ero juila ObII0 yCTaabiM, OYOTO OH HEe CMOT YCHYTh
IIPOLJION HOYBIO.

9710 6b1T0 3a6aBHO, XOTS ¥ HEMHOT'0 HEJIET0, YTO faXe 3TO MPUOABaio eMy UHAUBUIYATbHYIO
KPaCOTY, COYETasiCh C ero OJIeIHBIM I[BETOM KOXKH.

TéMmHBIe T7Ta3a HUKAK He MOBJIKSIN Ha BHIAIOMIyIocs KpacoTy MmmepaTopa.

OpHako Hp06neMa BO3HHKaAJIAd IIOCTEIIEHHO, II0 MepPe TOIr'0, KaK HEPEeMOHUA IIPOOO0JIZKaJIaCh.

-Kxa, kxa”

CHauaJjla MHe 110Ka3aj0Ch, 4YTO 3TO IIPOCTO KallleJib OT CyX0T'0 BO3ayXa B cBameOHOM 3are.

Ho BpeMms 11710, TPePHIBUCTHIM KallleNlb He TofjaBajl IPU3HaK0B IIpeKpalleHus.

Ac onpenenéHHoro MOMEHTa, €TI0 PYKH 3adP0ZKaJllu.

bl IIOYYyBCTBOBAJIa, 9YTO YTO-TO HE TakK.

“Emy nimoxo?”

Ho suKTO OTKpHITO HE crnpainuBan y MMmnepaTtopa «Baiie BennuecTBo, BaM IIJI0X0?» U S pelinia
npoMmon4aTth. Kak OyaTO COBCEM HHUKTO HeE CJIBIIIAJ 3TOT Kalllellb.

-4 cupomy y UMnepaTpuLbl” - 3aTeM CBAIIEHHUK CIPOCHUT y MeHs. - KIgHETeCh M Bbl IPUHSATL Ero
BenuyecTtBo MMIiepaTopa Kak CBOEr0 MyKa, JIIOOMTh U yBazKaTh €T0 BCIO CBOIO XKU3Hb, U CITYXKUTh
€My Bepoil ¥ IIpaBoi, KaK 3aKOHHasd XKeHa?”

-....Ja, KIsgHyCch”



-Ha sTort pas g cupomy Ero BenuuectBo MmnepaTopa. [IpuaumaeTe nu Bel E€ BenudecTsBo
HmnepaTpully B KaueCTBe CBOEY KEHHI, U KISHETECH TIOOUTH U yBaXKaTh €€ BCIO CBOIO KU3Hb U
BMECTEe MUPHO IpaBuTh UMnepuen?”

-Knsauycp”

-¢1 3asIBIISII0, YTO 9TOT OpaK oUIMAIBEHO COCTOSIIC”

Kaxk TONMBbKO CBAIEHHUK 3aKOHYMI TOBOPHUTSL, IIOBCIOOY Pa30aJIMCh allIIOOUCMEHTHI.

Mepenut mepBast OCTOPOKHO B3siyia iMmepaTopa 3a pyky.

OH OBITT XOJIOOHBIM, CJIOBHO JIE. & 4yTh HE MPOMaxXHy/Iach OT YAUBIIEHHUS.

qa IIOBEPHYJIIACh ¥ ITIOCMOTPEJIA B JIMIIO MYXKYNHE, KOTOpBIfI CTaJl MOUM MYZXKEM.

Kak OyaTo HU4Yero He IIPOU30IIIO, Y HET'O OBIJI0O MpPaYHOe JIHIIO.

OpHaKO He 3aMeTUTh ero COCTOSTHUE OBIIO 3aTPYOHUTEJIBHO.

“On 6ojyen”

Bot mouemy I'eprior lIBapir caenan meHs UMnepatpulieli, BMecTo KaTaprHEL.

“HeynuButensHo.”

Kenuts 60mpHOTO MMnIepaTopa Ha KaTapuHe - mycTas TpaTa BpeMeHH, HO 9TO He [ejlaeT MeCTO
ViMnepaTpullsl MeHee IPUBNIEKATeIbHBIM, YTOOBl OT HETO OTKA3kIBAThCS.

“OHU He MOTYT CHenaTh AJis MeHs HU4ero xopouero.”

Oco3HaB cuTyanuio, Ha rydax MepenuT nosiBunach ropbKas yibiOKa.
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