[Tpexme 4yeM OTKPHITH IBepb, MepeauT riy00Ko B3OOXHYIIA.

“He HepBHUYau, Mepeout”

3TO TOTO ﬂeﬁCTBHTeHBHO HE CTOHUT. Cel"OJIHH HOYbIO BCE PaBHO HUYETO HE CIIYyUUTCH.

YToOHI YCIIOKOUTDL HEPBH, MepenuT BcioMHUIa 00pa3 MMmepaTopa, KOTOPOT'0 OHa BHfeNla Ha
cBagbOe cerogHs OHEM.

“OH BHITJIAZEN O4eHb ociabneHHbIM. Kak OyATO OH Ha rpaHu CMEPTH.”

Ipoxalirve pyKu 1 HETIPEPHIBUCTHIM Kalllellb.

[To BceM 3TUM Mpu3HaKaM OBIJIO OYEBHUIHO, YTO YEJIOBEK, 3a KOTOPOT'0 OHAa CETOMHS BHIIIIA 3aMyX,
ouYeHb OoJIeH.

“Kak MOeT HaCcTOJIbKO O0JIbHOM YeJI0BEK IIPOBECTH IePBYI0 OpadyHylo HOUb, KaK MOJI0XKEHO0?”

HMTak, oHa myMasa, 4YTO CETOOHSIIHSS HOUb IPOUAET MUPHO.

BCé, YTO el HY2KHO CH€EJIaTh, 3TO JIeYb Ha Ty K€ KPOBATh U XOPOIIIO BEICIIATHCA.

[Torpy3uBIIKCE B CBOM MBICIM MepenuT, HakKOHEL, IPUHSJIA pPelleHrue 3auTH.

3aTeM OHa caMa OTKpHIJa ABEPh U BOILTIa BHYTPE.

C aToro MoMeHTa HUKTO O0JbIlle HE MOT BOUTHU B 9Ty [BEPE.

MepeJmT THUXO 3allljla B KOMHATY, 3arjiylilad CBOU IIaru.

I/IMr[epaTopCKa;{ CIIaJIbHA HAaKOHEII-TO BUOHEJIAaCh, HO...

CluieHa, OTKPHIBIIASICS TIEPEN TIa3aMu MepeauT ¥ CUTyallus, B KOTOPOU OHA Celyac 0Ka3ajach,
CHUJIBHO OTJIUYaJIMCh OT TOTO, 0 YEM OHA AyMasia [0 3TOTO.



HOBCIOI[Y JiexarT JIInJU B T-IépHBIX MaCKaX U UCTEKAIOT KPOBEIO.

MozxkeT OBITh, 3TO KpacKa.

Ho ot HKMX HCXOOMI HaCHIEHHBIN 3alaxX MeTalla, 3alax KpPOBH.

KomHara, KoTOpast u3HayaibHO Obllla ONPSITHOM, TEeTeph IIpeBpaTHiach B 0ECIOPSIOK.

Ho ecTs TO, 4TO MOKUPYET €€ ceiryac OOJbIIIe BCETO.

My}K‘-II/IHa IIPUCTABUII K €€ IIlee Meu, CHUJIbHO HOKpaCHeBmeﬂ OT KPOBH.

-Te0Os morimanu”

-4l myman, TH He TIPUOENIb.

9T0 ompeneneHHO ObIT €€ My2K, KOTOPOMY [I0 CETONHSIITHET0 JHS ObIIO TPYOHO Jaxe CTOSTh Ha
HoTax.
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Tpu mecsia Ha3af,.

-THI BEIMTEIIh 3aMyXK”’

Korga MepenuT BriepBhIe YCIBIIIAIa 9TH CJI0BA, OHA IOAyMasia, YTO OCJIBIIIaIach.



-3t0 6pak ¢ Ero BenuuectBom MMnepaTopoMm. CBamb0a COCTOUTCS Yepel3 Tpu Mecsna”

-Bamra cBeTnocTh, momoxkauTe....” - mpodopMoTana MepenuT u IOCMOTPeIa Ha OTIa. - [IoHATus He
MMeEI0, 0 4YeM BBl TOBOPHUTE.”

[Tocne atux cmoB repior IIBapI] mocMoTpen Ha MepeauT B3TISA0M, KOTOPHIM OHA He MOTJia ITOHSTh.

Kasamnocs, o CIIpAIIXBAll «II0OYEeMY ThI HE IIOHUMAEIb 3TOr0?»

MepenuT 10YyBCTBOBaIa KOM B TFOpJIe ¥ BCKOPE CIIOKOMHO 3ar0BOPHIIA.

-Buezanubil 6pak ¢ MMmepaTopckoi ceMbel. TO OYeHb HEOXKUTaHHO”

-Ho Jlemu KaTaprHa eIr€ He 3aMyKeM, TakK Kak ke s MOTy OBITh ITepBOM?...

-TEI X0UeIlls cKa3aTh, YTO HE MOXKEIIb 3TOT0 COenlaTh?”

-...5 IPOCTO IBITAIOCh CKa3aTh, YTO 3TO CIUIIKOM HEOKUOAHHO”

-HeHaBuXKy OBTOPATH ABaXAbl, MepenuT. YU TH 9TO 3Haelb”

-Tvl BEIMEIIb 3aMyXK 3a MMepaTopa yepes Tpu Mecsna. M cranems UmnepaTpunen”

OT0 OBIN yKe PelIEHHbIN IPUKa3.

-¢1 mo3Bas Te0st He OJIs TOTo, YTOOH! CIIpAIMBaTh TBOE MHEHME”

Tak u OwUI0.

-9 mo3Bas 10651, 4TOOLI COOOIIUTEL 00 3TOM”

-Magam u nenu KatapuHa 3Ha0T 00 3TOM?

-ITa. Pa3Be 3T0 nuMeeT 3HaueHue?”



-KoneuHno, x MHeHUE BaXXHO. 71 cIIpallnBap, 0CO3HaBasl CEPbE3HOCTh” - MepemuT NMpuHsIa HeJleroe
3aMeydaHue OTIa, KaK O6yaTO CMUPHUBIIKUCE. - TO, 9TO S MOJIKHA CHEaTh, YTOOH BRIUTH 3aMyXK 3a Ero
Benuuectso, 3710...”

-3 ViMmiepaTOpCKOTO ABOpILia MpUulyaeT yYuTelNlb, KOTOPHIY OyOeT yUuTh Te0S 9TUKETY” - Teplor
[IBap1 cyxo obpaTumics K MepeauT. - A 1oka nmpuBenu ce0s B MOPSIOK U 0XKugal cBags0y”

-...JJa”

MepeouT KOPOTKO OTBETHIIa ¥ MOKUHYIa KabuHeT repiiora IIIBapiia.

Ho mpoiifst Bcero HeCKOIbKO IIAroB, OHA CHOBA OCTAHOBHUIIACK.

OnHa He MorIa IIOBEPUTH B 3Ty CUTYALIUIO.

“BriiTu 3aMyXk 3a Ero BenugecTtBo?”

BEIJIO HEJIOBKO BHE3AITHO XKEHUTHCS, HO TOT (PakKT, UTo e€ OymymuM MyxkeM Ovll iMmepaTop, OBl
emé 0ojlee CMYIIAIONINM.

“Kpowme Toro.....

9T0 OBUIO He eIUHCTBEHHOE, YTO MEHS CMYIIAJIO.

“I'epuoruns IIBapu u KaTtapuHa 3Hai0T 00 9TOM, HO HUYETO He MpeaIpuHIau?”

Ha masHLIE MOMEHT 3TO He uMeJjIo 0C000ro CMEICIIA.

“9TO0 CIUIIKOM MOJ03PUTENTHHO”

Onu 00e CYKTaNM, YTO TO, UTO S MOTY HAaWTH XOPOIIEro MapTHEPA, BEIUTH 3@ HETO 3aMyX U IOKUHYTh
3TO MECTO - 3TO KaTacTpoda, KOTOPYIO HEOOXOAMMO MTPeOTBPATUTh JIt000i 11eHOM.

“Ho BUOeTh TULINHY C UX CTOPOHHL.......

Kaxk u cnemoBaio 0XKuaaTh, 9TO TONO3PUTENTbHEIN OpakK.

“Hert, MHe He HYXkHO fyMaTh 0 repuoruse IlIsapi; u Katapune.”



B ToM, uTo repiior IIIBapi] MOOTOTOBMII [AJIsI HE€ TAKOM BRITOHBIM Opak, He OBIJI0 HUKAKOr'0 CMEICIIA.

“Ho pa3Be B 9TOM €CThb UYTO-TO MOMO3PUTENbHOE?”

9T10 Opak He ¢ KeM-Tu6o, a ¢ caMmuM MMmepaTopoM. Mornio GBITH TakK, 9YTO OH OYEHb CTap, HO 3TO HE
TaK, HOBBIH HMIIEPATOP JIKIITh HeJJaBHO B3OIIEN Ha TPOH.

9T0 OBl Opak, B KOTOPOM OHa He MOTJIa HalTH HU eUHOr0 U3bsHA.

Mepenut cMyTHIaCh.

-B ueM gemno?”

3aTeM c3aAu pa3falics Pe3Kuu rojoc.

Korpga oHa moBepHyia rojioBy, TO YBHeNa AeBYIIKY IPIMEPHO TOTO XK€ BO3pacTa, YTO U MepeauT, ¢
pacmyueHHBIMYA CBET/IHIMEU BOJIOCAMH.

Korga ona mocMoTpesia Ha MepeuT CBOMMY OCTPLIMM KPACHBIMHU T'Jla3aMH, TO OTKPHIIa POT.

-[Touemy THI 3aropaxuBaellb MHE Jopory?”

OTo¥t meBymKOM Oblyta KaTapuHa.

KaTtapuna IlIBapu. Ctapiias goub repuora IlIBapiia.

CBopmHas cectpa Mepenur IlIBapii CO CTOPOHHI OTIIA.

Ho Mepenut He ocMenuiach cKa3aTh ‘CBOAHASA CeCcTpa” B IPUCYTCTBUM KaTapuHEL.

-MHe oueHb XKaJb, I0HasA negn”

MepenuT GLICTPO MpUXKaNaCh K CTEHE U OTCTYNHIIa B CTOPOHY.

Ha camowMm [iene, eé yTBepXKaeHue, 4To MepeouT «3aropaxkuBaeT el Jopory», Obiyio 3a0aBHEIM,
IIOTOMY 4TO opora Obljla JOCTAaTOYHO IMIUPOKOH.

“TBl IPOCTO HE XOYellb BUIETh MeHs mepeq co0oit”



g Katapuasl Mepeout He OblJia CBOOHOU CECTPOH.

OHa py1s1 He€ OblTa He JTydllle TapaKaHa Ha JOpore.

EnuHCTBEHHOE, HO POKOBOE IISITHO AJIsT €€ 000UX POOUTENIeH, YTO ObIIKM 671aropogHOM KPOBH.

Bot uto Katapuna nymaer o Mepenur.

Ho KaTtapuHa Oblyla He eIMHCTBEHHOM, KTO y2KAaCHO HeHaBUaesl Mepeur.

l'epnoruns IIBapiy, 6uomoruyeckass MaTh KaTtapuusl, u maxe repuor IIBapil, eé 610I0TH4YeCKui
OTell, OTHOCUJIUCH K MepeouT UMEHHO TakK.

MepenuT Takxke IepecTasa 0KUAaTh OT KOTO-TO U3 HUX CEMEMHOU MPUBSI3aHHOCTH I10CJIe CMEPTH
CBOEeM OMOJIOTUYECKOM MaTepH.

U ona AJepxXKallaCb OT HUX Ha PACCTOSHUH, UCIIOJIb3Yyd IIOYETHRIE OﬁpaH.IeHI/IH.

Kak 6ynTo oHa Oblna CITyToi.

Ha camowm [ferne, 9T0 He GBIJIO YEM-TO CTPAHHBIM, TIOCKOJIBKY TI0JI0KeHUuEe MepeuT B 0COOHSIKE HUYEM
He OTJIMYaJioCh OT IOJIOXKEHUS CIIyTH.

Ieno, KOHe4YHO, OBITIO B TOM, YTO HUKTO HUKOTHA He CIIbIIIal, YTOOk OHa YTO-HUOYIb TOBOPHUIIA.

9T0 OBIJIO 0YEBUAHO, TIOCKOJIBKY HUKTO HE BO3pazkaJl IPOTUB €€ BEeXKJIMBOM MaHEpHl PEYH.

-...Ax, npaBmga”

B TOoT MOMEHT, KOTja OHa coOupanach MpouTu MuMo MepenuT, KaTaprHa 0CTaHOBUJIACH U
OTJISIHYJIach Ha Hee.

MepeJmT 6I:>ICTp0 OTBEPHYJACH, YTOOBI N30eXKaTh 3PUTEJIEHOTO KOHTAKTa C KaTapHHOﬂ.

Bcé motomMy, uTO ogHaXkab KaTaprHa pa3o3nuiach, IOTOMY YTO OHA IIOCMOTpeNa el B I'jlasa U
Havajla Kpu4yaTh O TOM, YTO OHA BHICOKOMEPHaA.

-THI CcyIBIINIAJIA 9TO OT OTIIA?”



-Uro?”

-Otnuuno. [IpuTBOPSIEIIbCS, YTO He 3Haelb” - ronoc Katapuns ctan 6ojee rpyosiM. - [Ipo cBagwby C
Ero BenuyectBoMm”

-Trl momKHa YyBCTBOBaTh ce0sl OnaromapHoi. BynbrapHelii He3aKOHHOPOXKIEHHEIM peOeHOK
cTaHOBUTCS MMnepaTtpuuey Hamed Umnepun”

-BrI 3HaeTe, 0 4éM ropopure”

-Uro?”

-Y MeHs ToXe ecTb Bompoc. To, 4YTO BMeCTO I0HOM efu 51 Oyay TOM, KTo cTaHeT VMrepaTpulie ams
Ero BennuectBa UmmepaTopa”

MepeI[I/IT IMOOHSAIIA T'OJIOBY M IIOCMOTpEIa IIPAMO Ha KaTapHHy.

Ha e€é nuile siCHO YMTAJIOCh CMYIIEHHUE.

MepenuT mpopoKala pa3roBapuBaTh ¢ KaTapuHoi.

-C yero OBl MHE M[ITH Ha 9TO CJIaBHOE MeCTO BMecTO GyaropomHo nequ?”

-...OTKyna MHe 3HaTh, UTO XOTST B3pocnibe?” - KaTapuHa O0TBETHIIa CTPAHHO CMYIIEHHBIM I'OJIOCOM. —
Y Moero oT1a, TOMKHO ObITh, €CTh IJIaH. TakoBa BOJIS B3POCIIHIX...."

-Thl mpoCTO MONMXKHEL OBITH CYACTIMBA BHIMNTH 3aMyXK 3a MiMmepaTopa” - IpefiocTeperalolie cKa3ala
Kartapuna, c 6oniee pe3KuM rojiocoM, 4eM paHblile. - He 3agaBaii 0eCIione3HbIX BOIIPOCOB”

-4 umeto B Buny, Benu cebs xopoino. He mopThk penyTauuio Haiei ceMby 6e3 MpUYUHbL

OcTaBuB MOCTIeHIE CJIOBa 3a co00#, KaTapuHa MoIia CBoed OPOrow.

C PaCTepAHHBIM BEIPpAXKEHHEM JIUIld Mepe):[I/IT HaXMYPHJIAaCh U IIOCMOTPEJIa Ha CUIIYy3T KaTapI/IHbI.



CnycTst BpeMsi, TONbKO Korfa o6pa3 KaTapuHnl ucuyes U3 1ojs 3peHus, Mepenut npobopmoTana cebe
107 HOC:

-Kak ¥ 0KMIanock, 3TO BCE Ke MOJO03PUTENHHO”
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Ho uepe3 HeCKOIIBKO oHen CJIy4YHMJIOChE HEYTO Oonee TIOOO3PHUTEJIEHOE.

http://tl.rulate.ru/book/50151/1247121



