AnTWHa TIOBEPHYJIACh IIEPBOY U MOKUHYJIA OaHKET.

Peruc nocnenoBai 3a HeEH.

— Hy u Hy... CuTyauus CTaHOBUTCS 3aMyTaHHOM.

— ITonoxkeHue Ha I0Te TakK IIJI0X0?

— KoneuyHo. BoeHHEIE IeWCTBHUS TaM BeIyTCS OYEHb TSXKe0. DTO MOXKeT ObITh MpobieMaTHyHo... Ho
emré Oosbirast mpo0eMa — Ballle 3BaHHE FeHepaJuCcCUMyca. OTO BaXKHBIHM BOIIPOC.

AnTvHa HaKJIOHUIIa TOJIOBY.

— 9JT0 3BaHMe Ha CTYIEHb BHIIIIe TeHepasta, BepHo? f 3Haw 3T0. Tak B 4éM mpobiema?

Peruc B3goxuy.

— OTCYTCTBI/IG XKaOgHOCTH, MOXKeT, uo6poneTenb, HO OTCYTCTBHE HHTEPECA TOXKE HEIIPaBUJILHO...

— XM-M...

B npouwtoM oHa 6rl Bo3pa3uia eMy, HO Teleph ANTHHA 3HaJIa BaXXHOCTh 00yUeHHUS.

[Toka OHH IIIH 110 KOPUAOPY, 3aCTeJIEHHOMY 3€JIEHEIM KOBPOM, Peruc 03By4uI CBOU MBICIIH:

— MoxeT, TH U IIpaBa, HO UMIepus benrapus He Ha3Havala reHepaJuCCUMyca B TeYeHHE NOJIT0T0
BpeMeHHU. XOTSI 9TO 3BaHUE BCE eIllé CYIIeCTBYET B CUCTEME, TO3TOMY, €CTECTBEHHO, YTO TH HE
IIOHUMAeIlb BCET0 ero 3HaueHusI.

— 3HauwurT, g npasa!

— XM-M... X0T4 5 gyMalo, YTO reHepast goJiKeH 00 3TOM 3HaTh... Ho, TaK KakK Mbl OBIIIM 3aHSTHI
BOWHOM, IyMalo, TYyT HUYETO He Tofesaelb. Bcé ke 5 Toke YaCTUYHO BHHOBAT.

— BorT kak?

— ...IIpocTo s He mymai, 4yTo Tebe ImepemanyT Ke3/ reHepaTucCUMyca, TO39TOMY He pacCKa3bIBajl
Tebe 00 3TOM.



— Yr0 9TO emé 3a Ke3J1 reHepaTuccumyca?

AnTuHa BepTesia B pyKax IyOUHKY, KOTOpPYI0 JISTpeuIs Bpy4Yun el Kak foKa3aTelbCTBO CTaTyca.

Ona 6BUTa cHesiaHa U3 30J10Ta C BEIPE3aHHBIMU 110 BCEY TIOBEPXHOCTH Y30paMH, yKpalleHHas
[ParoleHHBIMU KaMHSIMHU.

BcTpeBoxenHO Peruc mosscHum eu:

— Ero He mocTaBany U3 Ka3HEI B TeYEHUE HpI/I6HI/I3I/IT€HBHO OBYXCOT JIET.

— Xm-M?

— ITocMOTpH Ha 9TO C OAPYTOM CTOPOHEI, 9TO IPOU3BENEHNEe UCKYCCTBa 6oJlee IIeHHO, Y4eM KapTHHH,
BEICTABJIGHHEIE B 3a7€...

— 9-3-3-37!

Ot ynuBnenus AnTHHA yPOHHUIIA XKe3J1 reHepanuccumyca. Ho ycrena mogxBaTUTh €0 [0 TOTO, KaK
TOT yIajia Ha IIOJI.

Peruc Ov1 IIOKKUPOBAH 00 TaKOH CTEIIeHH, YTO €r0 cepane Io4YTu OCTAaHOBHUIIOCH.

— 7L

— A-xa-xa... Beino 6mu3ko... [IpaBaa, He nyrail MeHs Tak, Peruc.

— JIYMB.IO, MO MPOOOIIZKUTEJIPHOCTE KM3HU YMEHBIINIIACh Ha I'0ia TPH. He I/Il"pafI C HallMOHAJIBHBIM
COKPOBHIIIEM.

— JTa Belllb JeHMCTBUTEIFHO HACTOIbKO IIEHHA, YTOOBI TOBIIUSTh Ha FOCYI[apCTBeHHHﬁ 6IOJ1}KGT...

«OmgHAKO Med, KOTOPBEIM THI Malllelllb BCiomdy, ellé Goree 1neHeH. TeM He MeHee s JOIKeH IIPoMOoIdaTh
00 9TOM, HHAY€e 3TO 3aTPOHET €€ UCKYCCTBO ()EXTOBAHUEY.

YTto-TO pousouno? EMy mmoka3anocs, 4To AJITUHA U3MEHUIIacCh.

B IIpOIIJIOM OHa He mobuia PaCTOYUTEIIECTBO, HO BCE ke 6€33a00THO TPATUJIa OEHbI'U. Tenepb,
KaXeTCs, OHa IIOHAJIa BaZKHOCTb OEHET.



— ...Tak unu uHaue, KpoMe OEeHEeXHOW CTOMMOCTH, 2Ke3J1 reLepajanuccCuMyca — 6omee HEeBEPOsATHAA
Belllb, 94eM MOZXKHO IIPEOCTABUTE.

— 4 Mory KoMaHIOBaTh YaCTSIMU Ha Pa3HbIX GPOHTAX UM KaK-TO TaK? JISTpeu yxke cKa3aj 3To.

OTo Ha3hIBAETCS UMIEPATOPCKUY YKa3, a He «KaK-TO Tak»>...

— ...V reHepanuccumyca eCTb IOJIHOMOYUSI MOOUTN30BaTh HECKOIBKO apMUM U KOMaHI0BaTh UMHU.
9T0 haKTUYECKHN HeOorpaHWYEeHHAs BIAaCTh HaJl BCEM, YTO CBSI3aHHO C apMuen. B oTnuyue oT
denmpaMapiana y Hero HeT AUMIOMaTUYECKUX TIOJTHOMOYMH, TO3TOMY Thl HE MOXKEIIh 110
cOOCTBEHHOMY KeJIaHUI0 00BSIBIISATL BOUHY UJTU ITPOBOJUTE IIEPETOBOPHI O MUDE.

FeHepaHI/ICCI/IMYC OBITT CaMBbIM BBICOKOIIOCTABIEHHBIM reHepasioM.

AnTrHA OKa3aja TpuMacy HeIOBEPHSI.

— ...Mo6unu3oBaTh apMuu?

— lenepanuccuMyc MOXKET CO3[aTh CTABKy reHepanuccumyca. Takxke eMy HO3BOJIEHO
PEKPYTUPOBaTh 0QUIIEPCKUM COCTAB U B €T0 IIOJTHOMOYMSIX IIPUCBAUBATh 3BaHUS, 3apIjiaTy U
Ha3HaYeHHe COJIJaT IOJ] ero KoOMaHmoBaHueM. ECiiy TH 3aX04elllb, Tl MOXKEIITb H3MEHUTh
671arocoCcTosIHYE CBOUX MOTYMHEHHEIX. VI KOHEYHO, OTIIPaBUTh UX B 110060€ MeCTO HEeCEHUS CITyKOHI,
KakKoe II0xKeJaeTe.

Brnacts, KOTOpYO ey ganu, youBuiia gaxe ANTUHY.

— 3-3? 97? Pa3Be 3T0 He paboTa MUHUCTEPCTBA 110 BOEHHKEIM BOIIPOCaM? ITO CIIUIIKOM CTPaHHO?!

— Ero BenuuecTBo yke YIOMSIHYJ, YTO MUHUCTEPCTBA UCIBITHIBAET HEJOCTATOK B... fI iyMaio, 4TO OH
X04eT pachopMUPOBaTh MUHUCTEPCTBO 110 BOEHHEIM BOIIPOCAM.

— Ho nouemy?!

— [ToueMy THI HeJOBOILHA 9TUM? Bo BpeMs mocienHel BOMHH y Briciielt Bputanuu OBIIIO TOIBKO
TPUOILATH THICSY COJIIAT, HO benrapus moHecsia OTPOMHEIE TTIOTEPH.

— Ia.

— Bcé 13-3a pa3HuIbl B MOATOTOBKY MEXIY CTOPOHAMHU. [109TOMY €CTEeCTBEHHO, UTO MUHHUCTEPCTBO
MOJI?KHO TIOHECTH 3@ 9TO OTBETCTBEHHOCTD. EC/Iy NMUIL OMUH OTBETCTBEHHEIN OyIeT 3aMeHEH,
cucTeMa ocTaHeTcs 6e3 U3MEHEHUN U CUTYyalUus He YAy4YIIuTCsS. BeposaTHO, umnepaTop JIsTpeusn



IPUHSTT PEIIeHNE.

— K-xakoe perlenune?

— IIna Ero BenuyecTBa ¥ Bac, KTO Ha3HaueH TeHEPaIMCCUMYyCOM, ThI OyHellb YIIpaBiasiTh BCEU
000POHHOM CHUJION BMECTO MUHUCTEPCTBA 10 BOEHHEIM BOIIpOCaM... BeposTHO, B 3TOM €ro IIjIaH.

BLIJI0 MHOZKECTBO APYTHX IPUYHH, IOYEMY OH Ha3HAYMJI TeHEPAIUCCUMYCOM UMEHHO e€, HO cerdac
camoi 60JIbIION TPO6IEMO B UMIIEPCKON apMUU SIBJISIETCS THUIOBOE 00ECIIeUeHue.

Peruc noustus He uMmesn, OyaeT I MUHUCTEPCTBO CYIIeCTBOBAaTh KaK HAaMMEHOBAHUE UJIU IIOJTHOCTHIO
pachopMrUpoBaHO. ITU BOIPOCH B 3HAYUTENIHHON CTEIIEHU 3aBUCSIT OT MUHUCTPa bekmnappa.

AnTHHA B IIOKe OTKPHITIA POT.

— ...HerT... Hu 3a yT0?! [lake ecyu TH TaK BHE3AIIHO TOBOPUIIL MHe 00 3TOM, g He Mory?!. [[]om: [Ta
KTO OBI TeOe 9T0 mopy4us, TBou Ceprili KapauHanbuuK U caM CIIPABUTCS, U 3aMETUThL He yCIIEeellb.

— MHe neiCcTBUTENBHO Xallb, YTO y TeOs He ObLIO TaKOM pPeakIuy Ipexke, YeM THl IIPUHSTA Ke3JT
reHepanuccumyca. Hy, KpoMe Kak IPUHATH 9TO, APYroro BbIOOpa BCE paBHO HET.

— Ax, BEPHO. Tenepb MOM CTaTyC IPHUHIIECCEI 66CCMHCJ’I€H, IIO3TOMY 4 MOT'Y CpaXKaThCAd TOJIBKO KaK
coJigart.

— ...Ia.

—B HEKOTOPOM CMEICJIE PAa3BE 3TO HE 3aMeyaTebHO?

AnTHHA CYaCTIUBO yJbI0aach.

Peruc HeonpeneneéHHO KUBHYIL.

000

Tak Kak B BOPOTax co6paock MHOKECTBO PEIOPTEPOB ¥ rPakAaH, BHIAMSA U3 JBOPIIA, OHYU CPA3y CEJH
B Kapery.

Hpa3I[HOBaHI/Ie B roponae OBITIO B CAMOM pa3rape. U 1o Bcel BUAMMOCTH, TIIPOOJIUTCA ellé Hemeno.

[TockonbKy Ky4ep OblI IPOMHCTPYKTUPOBAH 3apaHee, OH u30eras IJIaBHBIX JOPOT ¥ B3I KPIOK Yepes



IIOJIOBUHY CTOJIMIIEI, IIPEXOE 9eM OOCTHYb OJHOTO 0COOHSIKA.

Oco6usk [Toma Tupa3zo JIesepme...

HOCKOJ’IBKY IIpuHIIeCCa He Onlyia B XO0pomuX OTHOHIEHUAX C APYTMMHU JBOPSAHAMHU U HepBOﬁ apMI/IefI,
Te, KTO IOAOEP2KUBaAJL AJ'[TI/IHy, He OCTAaHABJIMBAJIUCh BO OBOPIE U CEJIUJIUCh 30€ECh.

Tskeno OpoHMpPOBaHHAS I1€X0Ta U3 YETBEPTOM apMUU OXpaHssia BOpoTa, Kak 6yATo 3To OBl mTab Ha
nojie 60s1. Bo BHyTpeHHEM IBOPE OHU HaXKe YCTAaHOBWIIM CBOM IITAHOAPT.

Peruc u AnTrHA BBHIIIUIN U3 KAQPETHI.

Y100k IMOIIPUBETCTBOBATL WX, CIIYTU BEICTPOUIINCH B JIMHHUIO.

IIBepb 0COOHSIKA OTKPHBIIACK, ¥ U3 TIIYOMHBI KOPUOOPA K HUM BHIIITIA JIEOW aPUCTOKPATHYECKOH
HapyXku. ITO Oblyia OeHPUH.

— Cmacubo 3a TSXEIBN TPy, IPUHIIecCa APreHTHHa, cap Peruc.

— Bam TOXKe.

— Cmacu6o BaM. Ho s TOIBKO ITOCETHIIa [IEPEMOHUIO U POy CTHIIa 6aHKeT. Mo meyIKa J0JKeH
OLLI OBITH TAM.

— IIpuMepHO TOIOBUHA I0KHEBIX IBOPSIH OTCYTCTBOBAJIa. BEPOSITHO, TOTOMY, YTO S ITPOUTPaa B
6opb0e 3a TPOH, a OHU MOANEPXKUBATU MEHS...

— 3Hechk HUYETo He Iofeaellh, TOKOMHBIN UMIIePaTOP CKOHYAJICS PaHbIIle, YeM MBI 0XKUIaIIH.

— JIaTpeunn oOpaTuics K BaM C KaKOK-TO CTPaHHOU MPockboii? Bcé nmu xoporo?

— f1 He COBCeM yBepeH B 9TOM Bompoce... OCTaBUM 3TO II0Ka, MTO3IPABJIAI0 C TPUCBOGHUEM 3BaHUS
TeHepaIrCcCUMyca.

— Apa, BHI yXe 3HaeTe?

— KoneuHo! Kak roBopsT B 00II[ECTBE: «CIyXH PA3HOCAT Heu».

[Toka KapeTa ¢ Perucom u ocTajbHbEIe HAXOIUIUCH B IIYTH, BEPOSTHO, OBOPSIHE, IIPUCYTCTBYIOIINME Ha
OaHKeTe, IOCTIANK CITyT, YTOOHI IIepeaTh HOBOCTH.



Tak kak [lom Tupazo JleBepae GBI MUAEPOM I0KHBIX IBOPSH, Y HUX OblJIa CUITbHAS
pa3BefbIBaTeIbHAS areHTypa B CTOJHUIIE.

deHpUH TOBEJIa UX B OCOOHSIK.

— OTO He CTOJIb 3KCTPaBaraHTHO, Kak 6aHKeT BO IBOPIIE, HO MBI TOXKe IIOATOTOBUIIN IIPOCTOM
IIPa3gHUYHBIHA CTOMN. ECM 9TO He BBI30BET KaKUX-IM00 npobieM, Mbl OyeM pafibl, €CJIH BhI
paccnabuTech ¥ MOyXKUHaeTe C HaMu?

AnTrHa XJIONHYJIa B JafOLIH.

— Jlagaenbko! C yTpa y MeHsI COBCeM He OBIJIO BpeMeHH, S ToJIofHa!

— ®y-dy, 9TO 3aMeyaTeNTbHO.

— Ilepeqn TeM Kak OTIIPaBUTHCS B CTOJIOBYIO, JaBail mepeogeHeMcs!

— JlagHo.

Topauynas Knapucc xpmana no3anu ®enpun. OHa B3siyia 6arax AJTHHEL.

—..C BO3BpallleHHWEM, IIPUHIIECCA.

— 9T0 OBIJIO YyTOMUTEJIbHEH, YeM TPEHUPOBKA C Me4oM. [0MAEM, TOMOKEITh MHE ITePEOEeThCs.

KJ'ISpI/ICC MOJI49d IIOKJIOHHJIACh.

[Toxa Knapucc 6blsia mepeq APyruMy, OHa pasroBaprBaiu 6e3 SBHOT'O BhIpazKeHHs, 13-3a 4ero ObII0
TPYAHO TIOHSTH, YTO OHA YYBCTBYET.

9TO Iyrajo fgaxe OPYIUX CIIyT.

Ona norMara IpUCTaIbHBIMA B3rISO Perrca, HoO HUUEro He CKa3ana.

[axe mpu TOM, YTO 3TU ABOE HAKOHEI] BCTPETUIIUCH IIOCTIe OIUTENIbHOI0 pacCTaBaHUs TOJIBKO BUEPa,
Peruc He Mor HallTU BpeMs IIOTOBOPUTH C HeH, TIOTOMY YTO OBIJT CIMIIKOM 3aHAT. OHa Oblia
TOPHUYHOU IIPUHIIECCH], B TO BpeMs KaK OH OblTI cTpaTeroM. [1oaToMy eMy OBITIO TPYLHO HAUTH
IpUYUHy o0ecenoBaTh C HEH.

®eHpUH OpenIoXKuIa:



— Hy Torma, npucoenussnTecs K HaM, c3p Peruc.

— Ha npa3gHuke u Oj1si MeHS €CTbh MeCTO?

— KoneuHno! Bac nossicunu fo mrabHoro oduilepa IepBOTr0 paHra, BepHo? 1o cpaBHEHUIO ¢ H0€BEIMU
oduriepamu, mITaOHLIM CIIOKHEe MOMHSATHCS B 3BaHUHU. 91 HUKOTIa He CIIbIIIAJA O CTOIh MOJIOIIOM
mTabHOM oduilepe MepPBOro paHra. Bel yIUBUTEILHEL!

— Vrx... OI_IeHI/IB MOHM BOE€HHEBIE OCTHU2KEHUS, UMIIEPATOPD H3TpeI/IHH IIOBBICUJII MEHJA, HO
JIefICTBI/ITeHBHO JIK 3TO TaK YI[I/IBI/ITGHBHO?..

— He gymaliTe 0 TakKuX TpUBUAIbHBEIX BelllaX. HeBaXkKHO, BO UTO 3TO BBIILETCS, 3TO 3aCTyKeHHad
Harpapa 3a Bairy pa6oTy. [locTaTo4HO 00 3TOM, BB IPOCTYAUTECH, €CNI OyeTe HOCUTh 3Ty BIIazKHYIO
omexny. [ToxkamyiicTa, mepeoaeHbTeCh.

— Ox, u IpaBga.

— 4 ToXe moMOry.

— Bcé xopoti10, BCE X0POIIIO.

Peruc oTknoHun eé ImpenjaoxkeHne u Y6e}KaJ'I BBEPX IIO JIECTHHUIIE. Ceiliuac OH KuJI B KOMHATe Ha
TPEThbEM 3TaxKe.

[To myTH OH BCTPETHUIT DOMHU.

— Ho, Peruc!

— AX, TOCIIOOUH JDOOH.

— Yro Takoe Peruc? Y Hac ¢ BaMu OIMHAKOBHIM CTATYC, II0OYEMY Thl HACTOIBKO hopManeH?

— 97

— 4 6oeBoit o¢ullep MePBOTo PaHra, U TH Temeps MTabHoM odullep MepBOro PaHra, BEPHO?

— BepHo... Ho s meBanbe, B TO BpeMs KakK I'OCIOAWH JOOu — Teplior.

— He Gepurte B roioBy 3Ty Meno4b — Ha I0jie 60si MBI Ha OMHOU CTYIEHH.



— OTO CIIMIIKOM BHE3alHO.

— Peruc, TH XKe MOXKeIIb 0011aThCsI C APTeHTUHOM MO-ITPOCTOMY? YV MeHs He TaK MHOTO OPY3eH, U C
JISTpeunnnoM MBI TOXKe OTHATUAIINCS.

B mporioM, KaxkeTcst, OHK OBIJTA XOPOIINMU APY3bSIMHU U YaCTO TPEHUPOBAIUCH B PEXTOBAHUH U
BEPX0OBOU €3]] BMECTE.

Ho Temeps 3uau ObLT TeTOXpaHUTEIEM ABTyCTa U 4ieHOM ¢pakimu ApreHTuHbl. Cefiyac UM CII0KHO
ObLI0 OBl 00IIATHCSA KaK APY3bA.

Ecnu mogonbie 06 9TOM MOAyMaTh... Y4eTBEPTas apMusi Oblyla HECKOIBKO JajieKa OT BHICIIETO
ob1mrecTBa. He OBI710 HUKOTO, KTO OBII OBI TEPIIOTOM U OQUIIEPOM IIEPBOTO PaHra, C KeM JOOU MOT
TIOTOBOPUTH I10 JyLIaM Kak ApYT.

— ...Takum 00pa3oM, THl IPHUIIEIT, YTOOE HAUTH MEHS?

— Qemucus Ha3Baa Tebs «XOPOIIUM OPYroM», BEPHO? ITO eIllé ogHa MPUYKMHA, YTOOLI CTATh MOUM
IPYTOM.

— Il MeHs CIUIIKOM OoIbIIIast 4eCTh Ha3hIBATh IIATYIO IIPUHIIECCY OPYT'OM...

— Ona OBlJIa OYEHb CYACT/IMBA, KOTOA THl pa3Masall eé B maxmaTax. KaxeTcs, el MOHPaBUIICS Balll
OecHnolllagHLIl CTUJIb.

— H-Ho TOTAA...

[Tocne mpa3gHoBauus [IHS OCHOBaHHUS Y HETO HAKOIUIOCh MHOT'O paboTHl, T03TOMY, KOT'Ia OH TOTTa
urpaj B IIaXMaThl, ero rojoBa Oblyia 3a0uTta paboToi. OTIOMHUBIIKUCH, OH yXKe IoOeus e€ 3a
HECKOJIbKO XOMOB.

BrI10 3aMevYaTesIbHO, YTO 3TOT UHIUAEHT OCYACTIIMBUII €€, HO OPYXKUTH C YIeHaMHn KOpOHeBCKOfI
ceMbH OBIJIO CITHUIITKOM TSIKEJTBIM 6pemeHeM O Hero.

Snmu 60)1})0 roxsornan Peruca mno njaedqy.

— JlaBal TOXe CTaHEM XOPOLIMMU OPY3bSIMHU.

Ipyx06a c reprorom OBUIO CIUIIKOM [71s1 Peruca, KOTOPHIY 0CTaBaICs IPOCTOMIOAUHOM... HO
OTKa3bIBaTh €MY TOXKe ObIJI0 CITUIIKOM Ipy0o.



— ...4l mocTaparocs.

— Torpga mo3abotscs 060 MHe.

BHe3anHO Oaau CMEeHUNI TeMy.

— Kcrartum, kak mpormén 6aHKeT?

— OH Obl1T 9KCTpaBaranTeH. MMnepaTop JISTpeusnn miaHUpPOBasl IPOAaTh ITPOU3BENEHUS UCKYCCTRA,
yT0OH 00ecneyuTh GOHT A7 BOOPYXKEHHBIX CUJI, TIO3TOMY 3aJ 00JIbIIle TIOXOAUI Ha XYHL0KECTBEHHYIO
BEICTaBKY.

— Xa-xa-xa... KaK 1 0KHUAanI0Ch OT HSTpeI/IHHa. OxH Bcerga T'OBOPHUIJI, YTO XPAHUTH B Ka3HE
IMpou3BeneHusI UCKYyCCTBA CIIMIIKOM PACTOYUTEIIBHO.

— BepHo TO, YTO TaKOoe MHEHUE He MTOAXOOUT YJIeHY KOPOJIeBCKOW CeMbH... BO3MOXKHO, Ha HETro
TIOBJTUSIJIO MHEHHUE €T0 Ky3UHHI?

YneiOKa ucuessa ¢ Iula JOou.

— ...Beatpuc, xox. [la... Peruc, Thl 0eCTBUTEILHO 3HAEIID BCE.

OH B3[@OXHYIIL.

Opnako Peruc He 3Han geTasnel. Beob OH maxke He MOT BCIIOMHUTL €€ uMsi — BeaTpuc. 3a0bi 1u OH,
UJIA OHA IPOCTO Obl/Ia He OYeHb U3BECTHA?

Spau 3aTPOHYII €T0 MI00O0MIBITCTBO, HO OHU ITPOCTO 00JITanu B KOpumope. BrIIo mydliile He KOaThCs B
TaKWX BelllaxX CJIUIIKOM T1yO0KO.

— ITaBait 06CyouM 3TO B CIEOYIOIINH pa3.

— Ara... BEPHO... J'[que He 3aCTaBJIATh UX 2KIOATh CIIMIIKOM [JOJITO.

— Hy Torpa, g movay mepeogeHych.

— Xopotiio, yBUAUMCS B 00eleHHOM 3aJie.

Peruc nonpoimasncs ¢ 9aa4 U BEPHYJICS B CBOIO KOMHATY.
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OH nepeogerncs.

B KOHIIe KOHIIOB Ha HEM OKa3ajach 0ObIYHas (popMa YeTBEPTOU apMUH.

OH yXKe NpuBHIK K Hell. OH He HOCHJI €€ B TeYEHHe Mecslla M y2Ke Hada 10 Hell CKy4aTb.

Tyk-TyK, — B IBEpb IIOCTyYaJIH.

— IToxarmyiicTa, BXOOUTE.

— Wo, Peruc, Mbl MOXKeM mM0GeCIIOKOUTh Te6s Ha CEeKyHay?

9T0 ObLT TPETHH IpHUHIl bacTHaH.

O3 Toxke ObljIa C HUM.

— Cnacu6o 3a TSIKKHY TPY[ BO BpEMS IOCEIEHUS IePeMOHNH, ToCIofuH Peruc. d ciwlmana, 4To
IpUHIIeCcCe APreHTHHE ObIT JapoBaH TUTYI FeHepaluCCUMyca, TIO3APABIISTI0 Bac 000UX.

OTa geByIIKa, KOTopas Oblyla pOIOM M3 KOPOJIeBCTBa Bricimasi BpuTaHus, HHOTHA MPOXU3BOOMIIA
BIIEUAT/IEHUST aPUCTOKPATKH.

Iaxe IIpX TOM, YTO BHITJIAOEJIa OHaA KakK IIPOCTad OEBYIIKA, eé IIpujie2KHOE TIOBENEeHNN 1 BBIGOp CJIOB
3aCTaBJIAJIA OPYI'HUX IIOIIPABUTE UX OCAHKY.

BacTtuaH HENOBKO yIBIOHYICS:

— §1 ¢, 94To Bac OTHIPABISIOT Ha HOT?

— Ia.

— [loHATHO... ITO 030D, HO 51 OCTAHYCh B CTONHUIE. ECTh KOE-4TO, YTO 5 elll€ JOJIKeH CHelaTh, U MHE
HeoOX0OuMO TIPOAOJIKUTE 00y4ueHue y mpodeccopa bopmxuH.

— §1 monuMaro. Bcé ke Baire BeicouecTBO He CONAAT, TO3TOMY /ISl BAC HET IPUYUH OTIPABISITHCS B
30HY O0EBHIX IEHCTBUH.



— JlaxKe ecnu s CUUTAI0, YTO OOJIKEH COTPYOHHYATH C ApTGHTHHOfI... CaMad OHa He MOXKET IIogyMaTh
0 Ce6e, IIO3TOMY BCeT'a II0JIaraeTCs B CBOUX OelCTBUSX Ha CJIoBa Peruca.

— {1 He co6upaiOCh MONCTPEKATh €e...

— 4 3Haw. [IpocTo MOU MO3HaHUS CIIUILIKOM CKYOHEIE.

— ...IToxanyiicra, TpyAUTECh He TTOK/Iafas PyK.

— Ara! Pagu HanmcaHust Moero OyoyIiero mefeBpa, s H0IKeH YIUThCS 0ombine! OM... HY... S MOTY
IIOIIPOCUTH TeOs?

— O yém?

— 91 HAEeI0Ch, YTO BRI CMOKETe... B3STh I3 B 0COOHSIK Tupa3o JleBepae Ha wore.

— B 0co0HAK UX I'IaBHOTO HJoMa?

OJU3 OIyCTuUsa roJI0BY.

— Iloxamyicra.

— II-mogoxmute. YTo mmpoucxoout? Pa3se BH OBOE...

[leByIlKa CMYIIEHHO 3aMaxajla PyKaMHu.

— Yro0 BH TaKOe roBopuTe rocunoaut Peruc?! bacTuaH u g, COBEPIIIEHHO, faxKe HEMHOTO, HE B
MHTUMHBIX OTHOIIEHUSIX?!

Eé méxu Obliu COBEPIIEHHO KPACHBIMU.

BeposiTHO, 3T cj10Ba OBUIM CIMIIKOM CMYIIAIOIIMMY, U BacThaH OMyCTHUII I'OJIOBY.

— I-ma...

Peruc vakioHuUI romosy.

— OTO 3ampoc OT TPEThero IMPUHIIA, a COPOBOXKIEHNE BaXKHEIX TOCTEN — OgHA U3 0053aHHOCTEN
UMIIepPCKOM apMui... Ho moueMy? 3aueM OTIPaBIISITLCS Ha 10T, KOTOPHIM CTaHET mmojeM 00s?



BmecTo Kone6romeiics 9nu3 oTBeTun bacTuas:

— M3BUHUTE, HO MOXKETe Bl He CIIpallvBaTh 0 npuyuHe? [loxanyiicTa, IPOCTO IOUMUTE, YTO I
OOJIXKEH JOCTaBUTh N3 B oM THp330 JleBepre.

— ...IloHSTHO.

— 4 ToxXe XO0TeJ Imoexarh...

OH cxaJ KyJlaKu.

Ju3 moKayasa IojIOBOH.

— Twt He MoXKelb... BacTHaH yKe TakK MHOTO chenant ais MeHs. Ho oist Tebst camasi BaXKHas Belllb —
310 yuéba. Eciu THI ITocenyelb 3a MHOM Ha 10T, KaK Thl OTIIPABUILIb MEHS Ha APYTYIO CTOPOHY
okeaHa? {1 He MOTY OTHUMATh y Te€0SI caMoe parolleHHOe BPeMs B TBOEU KU3HHU.

E€ croBa OblIM CITOKOMHEI, HO PEIIMMOCTH Oblsla HETTPEKIOHHOIM.

BactuaH npukycun ryoy.

— ...4 moruMaro. Bcé ke MBI MHOTO pa3 rOBOPHIIU 00 3TOM.

— XOpomuy Malb4uK.

HGBYHIKa BBITJISIIe/Ia MOJIOKe, HO Bejla OHa cebs Kak CTapuiasa CeCTPa UJIKM MAThb bacTtuana.

— ...41 ompepnenénHo Hauny Tebs.

— 4 6yny xpmath TeOs. Y MeHs ToXKe eCTh KOe-4To, YTO s [OJIXKHa CHeaTh.

— Korma HacTaHeT BpeMsi, s II03BOJII0 TeOe IIPoYecTh MO IIefieBp.

— Yrx... 9TO XJIONOTHO, HO 51 yKe IPUTOTOBUTIACH K 3TOMY.

— Ou OymeT unTepeceH! { onpeneneéHHO HAMUITy POMaHTHYECKYI0 UCTOPHIO, KOTOpas 3aCTaBUT Tebs
KaTaThCs OT cMeXa II0 moy!

«Pa3Be poMaHTUYECKHE UCTOPUHU HOJIXKHEI 3aCTaBIISATh APYTUX CMESIThCSI?» — IOOMETHN Peruc, Ho He



npepBas ux 6eceny.

ITo ux Pa3roBOpy OH MOT IIPEAIIOJIOKUTD TUYHOCTD Onu3 U MOT IMIpencCTaBUTh, IIOYEMY OHa XOTeJla
Irepece4db OK€aH MMEHHO cenyac.

9nus3 IIOCMOTPEJIa Ha Peruca:

— Tax Kak s IpoIIy Bac 0 3allXTe, fyMalo, YTO JOJIXKHA BCE paccKasarth...

— Her... Bama nTu4HOCTb, «T-3Ka Inu3 u3 Briciiedr BputaHuu, KOTOpas mprexania Clofga YIUThCS»,
I MeHs ynobHee.

— 97

— MoxeT, 51 0671aiat0 HEBHIAIOIIMMCS TaJlaHTOM, HO TeIeph S CTpaTer CTaBKU eHepauCcCUMYyca...
YTO 9KBUBAJIEHTHO ITOMOILIHUKY MUHUCTPA II0 BOEHHEIM BOIIPOCAM.

— Bcé-taku ApreHTHHA J0JIXKHA BO3TJIABUTh CTABKY reHEepauCCUMYCa.

— W noaToMy Gb1s10 GBI CEPLE3HOM OIJIOIIHOCTHIO, €CIIM ST BHITYCTHIT OBl BaXKHYI0 HHPOPMaLUIO U3
ctpansl. Ho, ecnu st H1 0 4éM He 6yay HOrafgbIBaThCS, HUUETo He MOesIaellsb.

— TI'ocnonuu Peruc...

— Bceé xe g He HaCTOJIBKO XOPOII, KaK TOBOPST. ¢ YIYCTUII OTPOMHOE MHOXKECTBO BeEIIEH.

Xa-xa-xa, — Peruc paccmesncs.

9mu3 HU3KO OIIyCTHJIa T'OJI0OBY.

— OT uMeHHU TOM OTBETCTBEHHOCTH, YTO 51 HECY, ¥ HETIOCPEICTBEHHO OT MeHs ITy6oKas
011aroTapHOCTb.

BacTuaH mpOTSIHYI IPAaBYIO PYKY.

— Cmacub6o tebe, Peruc.

— 4 MOTy IOHSITb... YYBCTBO, KOTA PACCTAEIILCS C KEM-TO BaXKHBEIM. §1 ompeaeéHHOo 61aromnoaIydHo
IOCTaBIIIO €€ TyHa.



Peruc BonHOBasics, OyHeT JIM 3TO CUUTAThCS HeyBaKeHUEeM K KOPOJIEBCKOM ocobe, HO OH ITOXKall
IPOTSHYTYIO PYKY, YTOOBI MPHU3HATh OKa3aHHOE eMy [IOBEPHE.

Co cne3aMu Ha riasax bacTuas Hayas ApoXkKarTh.

— 4-1 paccuyuThBaio Ha Teb4... Yrx... Yrxx!

— BonpHO?!

— Ox, u3Bunu! 9 cran HebpexKeH U UCIO0IH30BaJl CIIUIIKOM MHOT'O CHJIBL

—4d IIogyMmali, 4YTO MOS PYKa BOT-BOT PACCHIIINIETCA, KaK JIEIEHEII. ..

Peruc Tpéc CBOIO HEMHOTO MMOKPACHEBIIYIO PYKY.

Brin nu bacTuaH CIUIIKOM CUJIBHBIM UM Peruc ciuirkoM ciabeiM? BeposTHO, U TO, U [IPYTOeE.

dy-dy, — Onuc paccMmesnace.

U cné3el, moxoxkue Ha KPUCTAJIIMKY, TIOKATUITUCH C YTOJIKOB €€ TJias.

000

Tak Kak OHU XOTeNu IIPOBECTHU OCTaBIIIeeCsa BpeMsA TOJIBKO BJIBOéM, bacTtuan u SHI/Ip He IIOIIIX B
CTOJIOBYIO 1 IIOKHMHYIIN OCOOHSIK.

[Toxa3aB CBOIO IPEeNaHHOCTh (PaKIUK APreHTHHH, OH 00JIbIlle He MOT OCTaBaThCs BO [BOpPIIE U
TeTeph KUJI CO CBOUM [elyIIKO MapKu3oM bepxkepakoMm.

Peruc H006e1uan YBEOOMHUTE UX OO TOT'O, KaK dpMUS BEIIBUHETCS.

[TokMHYB CBOI0 KOMHATY, OH HAIIPABUJICS B CTOJIOBYIO.

On YZKe HEMHOTI'O OIla3ObIBal.

IIBeph B KOPUAOPE BHE3AIMHO OTKPHLIACE.

W3 mpoéma mosiBuIach Oejasi TOHKas pyKa ¥ CXBaTHIIa pyKaB Peruca.
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OTa TOHKas pyKa C YOUBUTEJILHOU CUJIOW 3aTsHyJa Peruca B KOMHaTYy.

— ¥VBa?!

Peruc ynarn Ha 110J1, ¥ IBEPb 3aKPHIIACh.

«YT0 mpoucxomut?!»

JTa KoMHaTa Okllla 04eHb MaJIeHbKOM.

Kak KoMHaTa IJIs CIyT TOCTEeH UM YyJiaH [Ajs Oaraxa.

Yro6nl He maTh Perucy mBUTraThCS, TOT YEJIOBEK YCEIICS Ha HEro CBEPXY.

YenoBek ObLT JIerdye, 4eM OH OXKHuOall.

— IoxanmyiicTa, He JBUTAUCH.

3710 OBLI KEHCKUY T'OJI0C.

YcnokouBIIuce, OH IIOCMOTPEJI Ha Y€eJIOBEKa.

910 OBINa CTPOMHAS XKEHIIMHA C 0eJ10¥ KOXKel U CBETIILIMU BOJIOCAMH.

— ...JIxkeccuka?!

— Turne.

— [I-mouemy THI cHenana 3T0?

Ceituac oHa OblIa OfleTa Kak dPHUCTOKpATH4Y€eCKas JIEOH. E€ Genoe miaThe OeWCTBUTEIBHO IIIJIO H.

B 3TOM 0COOHSKE HUKTO He YOuUBHUJICS OBl TaKOMY OfiesiHUI0. HO BMECTO 3TOT0 €€ KpacoTa IIPUBJIEKIa
Obl BHUMaHHE MYXKYHUH...

Peruc yxe 00bsICHUII YeTBEPTOM apMuu, KeM Oblyta [I2KeccrKa, ¥ YTO Telephb OHa COI03HUK. OH He
IIOHKMaJI, TI0YeMy OHa TaK CTPeMHUJIaCh BCTPETUTHLCS C PerucoMm HaepmuHe.



Ixeccuka B3MOXHYIIA.

— DTO MeCTO IaTPYIUPYIOT COJIAATH YeTBEPTOU apMUM, BEPHO?

— [a.

— ...OHu 3HAIOT, YTO I HAEMHUK U3 «[I0BEIIeHHON JIUCHI».

Buepa ¢ moMomipi0 HAEMHUKOB Peruc coeguHUmCS ¢ 4eTBEPTOU apMuel, KOTopas CTOsjia Y CTOIHUIIHL.
Braropmapst aToMy oHU M36eXKau CTOJTKHOBEHHUS C IIEPBOY apMUei.

— 4 yxe cka3an uM, 4TOOBl OHU CUUTANIX BaC COIO3HUKaMU? f [yMalo, UTO OHU yXKe IIOHUMAIOT U
6raromapHbI BaM 3a IIOMOIIb.

— Bor kak? Ho gymaroT 11 OHM TakK B INyOuHE Aymu? BCIIOMHUTE, YTO TPOU3O0IIIO B ITPOIITIOM.
[Tycts «IloBeleHHas Mrca» Mpourpasa B 3anagHoM JIagpeccaHke, MBI BCE XkKe YOUTTH MHOXKECTBO
MMIIEPCKUX COMNAarT.

— ...Ja.

B ToM cpaxenuu Peruc co3man TyMaH M YHUUTOXKWUII OTPAL CHabxXeHus Briciieir Bputanum.

[TycTh B TOM CpazkeHHUH YeTBEPTAs apMus mobennsa, OHM MMOHECTH 6oJiee TSXKETBIE TOTEPH, YeM
OXHUMAIIH.

OH Bcé er.ué SCHO IIOMHHUJI MOMEHT, KOT'Ja UX mtTab IIOOBEPTCA HalladE€HHIO.

I>KeccuKa BHITJISIHYJIa B KOPUIOP.

CHapy}KI/I TIOCJIBIIIIAINCH TSXKETIbIe IIarH.

— ...4... He moBepsito OPYruM, Kak Thl. Ecnu 5 moTepsito 6IUTEIbHOCTh XOTh Ha MTHOBEHUE, €CTh
IIaHC, YTO OHHU YOBIOT MEHS U3-3a MECTH.

— Bcé xe 3pemHne 0XpaHHUKY BeTepaHbl. Bce OHU pallMOHaIbHbBIE COJIIATHL.

— bBrina enas Ky4a HAaEMHUKOB, KOTOPEIX IIOBECUJIN M3-3a TAKNX HaMBHBIX MbIcel. HaéMHUKH
WHOTJa CUMYJIUDPYIOT COAa4y, IOMaXuBasi OeJbIM (bJ'Ial"OM, YTOOBI 3aCTATh Bpara BpPacCIIJIOX. Tak KakK MBI
TOTOBBEI 0OMAaHEBIBATh AOPYIuX, MBI CAMH OXKHUIOdeM, 9YTO HaC O6M8.HYT.



— ITousiTHO.

— Hampuwmep, 4T0 MpOU30MUaET, €Cu 5 IIPEeACTaBIIio0 HOXK K TBoeMy ropiny? Ecnu g 6yny yrpoxkatb
IIPUHIlECCE U MOMIPOIY 00MeHsTh Moero 6paTa Ha e€ cTpaTera, pa3Be He GymeT mpoire?

— ...Bo3moxHo, ['unbept OyzmeT ocBoboxknEH. Ho uTo mpou3ounéeT nocnie sToro? 4 yxe ckaszan Tebe,
4yTO Bbl OyZeTe mIpecienoBaThcs uMnepueir benrapus, u B TO ke BpeMsI Ballla penyTalus B COCETHUX
CTpaHax yXyOmuTcs. Pa3Be BoCCTaHOBUTH €€ OymeT mpocTo? Thl y2Ke 3Haelllb OTBET.

— 310 BEPHO. HWmeHHO IIO3TOMY A COTr'JIaCHUJIaCh Ha COTPYOHUYECTBO HA IMYHOM YPOBHE.

— 3aMeyaTeNibHO, ¥ Pa3 ThI BCE €I1€é IIOMHHUIITL 00 3TOM, MOXKET, OTIIYCTHUIIL MEHS? ITO CcHe/laeT MeHs
CYACTJIUBEIM.

OHa He ObITIa TSIKEIOM, HO €My OBIJIO CII0KHO YCIIOKOUTHCS.

On YYBCTBOBAJI, KaK TEIIJIOTa TeJla H}KGCCI/IKI/I IIPOHUKAET B HETO.

Iaxe eciu OH MPOUTHOPUPYET ITOT aCIleKT, TO, YTO XKEHIIUHA C CUJION MPUMABUIa €T0, OCTABUT Y
HEro IICUXOJIOTUYECKHH 1IpaM, U IPSIMO CeHYac OH 3aJMBaJICS XOJIOMHBIM IIOTOM.

— ...9T0 TH HOMKeH IOMHUTE. [Toxon Ha 1or? UTo 3T0 3HAUUT? Mou OpaT Haxogutcs B ¢popTe Bonkc?!

B rosoce [XxeCcCHUKHU IIOCIBIIANIOCH OECIIOKOUCTBO.

Tak Kak OHa PeaKo IMMOKa3kIBaJla CBOX 3MOIIKHU, 3TO YOUBHUJIO €T0.

«Xm», — Peruc 3agymancs 00 3TOM.

— V «IloBeleHHOM TUCH» 0CTAT0Ch TOIBKO CEMbCOT YesioBeK. C TaKUM KOJIMYECTBOM BhI HE CMOXKETe
cractu ['unbepta u3 hopta Bonkc. [T09TOMy M3HAYaIBHO THI XOTeJIa UCIIOIb30BATh MEHS B KaUeCTBe
3a/10kHKKa. Ho, HEMHOTI0 ITOyMaB, TH Pellnia IOMOYb MHE, BEPHO?

— XO0X... ITO TOJILKO IIPU YCIIOBUM, UTO MOM OGpaT OymeT CIaceH.

— Pa3Be THI He CIUIIKOM OECIOKOUIILC?

— Twl He moHUMaeb. HepBhl HAIMX YIEHOB yXKe Ha npepene. OHU TEPIAT 3TO JIUIIEL B HafieXkKae, YTO
Mo# OpaT OyneT crnacéH... Ho oHu He 13 TeX, KTO MOXKET XOPOIIO CKPHIBATh CBOU YyBCTBa. 2KUThH B
najlaTKax Ha OKpauHe CTOJIUIIE, OKPYKEHHbIE UMIIEPCKUMU COJIfaTaMy, OHU KakK OyATO UAYT 110 Kpaio
yT€ca C BepEBKaMHU Ha IIee.



— ...Bcé HacTombKO 1m1ox0?

— M&I He moBepsieM uMIiepiiaM. Mbl Bcerfa HaCTOpoxke, YTOOh BHE3AITHO HE MOJIYYUTh HOXK B CIIUHY.

OTKYI[a He BO3BEMHUCE, B PyKe JI>KeCcCHKH MOSIBUIICS MaJeHbKUHK HOXK. [IaThe BHITTISAEI0 COBCEM
OGBI‘-IHBIM, rge OHa MOTJia CKPBIBATH ero?

Ona HamaBujIa JIe3BHEM Ha Ieio Peruca.

— Ckaxu MHe, Peruc n’Aypuxk... Tel mxKems MHEE?

— BoBce HerT.

— Ho THI X04els OTIIPaBUTh Ha 0T?

— ...fl He oxwupan, 4To TH Oymellb Tak NaBUTh Ha MeHs. fl 0TBeUy Ha TBOU OXKHU[aHUS, faBau
IIOTOBOPUM CIIOKOKHO.

— CHOBa rOBOPUTH O COTJIAIIEeHUN?

— CI/ITyaI_II/IFI MEHAETCA CIIMIIIKOM GBICTpo " BpEeMEHa TOXKe.

— 91 Kpmana BCE BpeMs, ITOKa Thl aKTHBHO pa0oTas U3 TeHU CTOJIMIE, TOCIOguH Peruc. Jaxe
®panuecka Oblyla paHeHa, HO 51 He yBUeNa OT TeOs ¥ MOHETKH. Tak CKOJIbKO, Thl [yMaelllb, Mkl OyHeT
ClIenoBaTh 3a TO00H?

— ...Korpa 15 roBOpHIIE TaK, 3TO 00BSICHSIET TBOM THEB. f 3abmyxpancs.

Korpa JIatpeunn nomeitancs youts Peruca, oH mymai JUIIb 0 T00ere ¥ BO3BPAIeHUH B CTOHITY C UX
TIOMOIITBIO.

Enma, Boma, MecTo [JIst OTOBIXa ¥ OXpaHa ObIM IOATOTOBJIEHE UMM, ¥ OHH [aXKe IOIUIH K YeTBEPTOH
apMHHU, HECMOTPS Ha OMaCHOCTh.

I/IMHepCKI/IX COJImAT BO3Harpaguiu, Imocjie Toro Kak CuTyaluud CT&61/IJ'II/I3I/IpOBaJ'IaCB, OHHU IIONTY4YHUIIN
BO3HarpaxmgeHue COrjlaCHO UX BKJIaoy W, BOSMOZKHO, ITOJIYYHUJIX ITOBEIINIEHNKE.

OpHako HAaéMHHUKK paboTaioT pagu meHer. OOLIYHO MM 3apaHee BHIIIaYMBaIH II0JIOBUHY CYMMEI KaK
TTIPeoNJIaTy.



Peruc B3BOTHOBAHHO 3aroBOpPUII:

— ...41 moHKMMal0, HO B JAHHBI MOMEHT S He MOT'Y ITPEeIOCTaBUTh BaM yIOBIETBOPUTEIbHYIO OIIaTy. B
KOHIIe KOHIIOB y YETBEPTOM apMHUU HET CTOJILKO feHeT. X0Ts eCTh OI0KeT, OTJIOKEHHBIN Ha CTaBKY
reHepanuccumyca. JJoCTaTOYHO JeHEeT Mbl CMOXKEM ITOJIyYUTh TOJIBKO B CIIEAYIOIIEM MECSIIe.

— THI TOBOPHUIIIL, YTO MBI JOJI2KHBEI CHOBA KIATh?

— .4 MOTY JIAIOb IMOIIPOCHUTH IOBEPUTH MHE, HO 1 TOXKE HE 6y11y CHUIOETh CII0XKa PYKH. Eme 51 X0Tell
OBl IIOIIPOCHUTE, YyTOOKI BHI IIOIIIM Ha 0T BMECTE C HaMH.

— W Kakag npuumHa?

Jle3Bue y ero ropa GBITI0 IeHCTBUTETHFHO XOTIOMHBIM.

II>xeccuKa HaKJIOHHUIIACh OInXKe.

Ona Orlna KpacaBulleid. CI0KHO OBIJIO CKa3aTh, 0 YEM OHa AyMaeT, HO Peruc Mor moHsATh, YTO e€
YyBCTBa OBLLIM OYEHb TEPEMEHYUBHL.

— ...BynmeT 3amMeuaTenbHO, €CTIU THI OTBETHIIL MHE 3apaHee... I y&Ke 00CykKaall 3To C IPUHIECCOH.
YToOHI OTIIJIATUTH BaM 3a IIOMOIIs MHE, OHA COTJIACUIIach OTIYCTUTh [ unbepTa.

OHa MKXPOKO pacKphlia riasa.

— O-3T0 mpaBpa’?

— ...f yXe He 3HaI0, CKOJIBKO pa3 g rOBOpPUI 3TO... Ho, moxarnyiicra, Bepb MHe.

Y Hero He OBIJIO HUKAKOI'0 IIHCHMEHHOTO NOKa3aTeJIbCTRA.

II>xeccuka BHITIISAIENa HETOBOILHOM.

— [ToueMy THI He TTOATBEPANII HEYTO BaXKHOE B MUCEMEHHOM Bue? My MoXKeT, [ Bac Moi OpaT
HACTOJIBKO HE3HAUYUTEJIeH?

— Pa3Be Korpga BH 00cyxkaeTe miaHel ¢ Kopomém HaeMHUKOM... TH BCerfa Aejlaelllb 3alucu?

— ...B aTOM HET HUKAKOM! HYXK[IH.



— V Hac To Xxe caMmoe.

[>KeccuKa OTOBUHYJIA HOXK.

Ona HakoHel oTnycTuia Peruca.

BcraBas, Peruc BeiTep X0m0nHbIM I0T. OH KOCHYJICSI CBOEU LIEH.

— 4 myman, 4To TH ¥ IIpaBha mope3aja MeHs.

— ...JTO yJIOBKa.
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II>KeccrKa yHapuia HOXKOM II0 CBOeH pykKe.

Hukakoi paHBl HE IIOSIBUTIOCS.

— 4 nnoxo obpaiaiock ¢ HoxKaMu. Ecyu Ol 51 clly4ailHO Imope3asia Tebsi, CUTyalus cTaia Obl emne
CJIOXHEe.

— ...TBOM IPOTHBOPEYUBEIE SMOIUU TOXKE OBLIU UTPOU?

— Jlymaii KaK XO4ells.

I>XKeccrKa BEPHYJIa CBOE 0OBIYHOE XOJIOMHOE MTOBEfIEHNUE.

Peruc B3goxuy.

— 4 yxe otmpaBun nuckMo ['unbepty. Mul ocBoO0OIUM €ro, KakK o0elany, HO, YTO OH OyOeT menaTh
masbIile, 3TO €ro feso. 1 He 3HAI0, MPUEMeT JId OH, YTOOBl COETUHUTHCS C HAMHU.

— ...JJeHCTBUTENLHO.

— JIU4HO 51 BCE elllé X04y II03aUMCTBOBATh Bally cuily. MMeHHO 1103TOMYy 5 106aBUII IPOCHOY
OTIIPABUTHCS Ha IOT.

OH He 3HaJ, COrNacsaATCs JIu OHU Ha IIpucoeguHeHne K HUM, II03TOMY 3TO Onblta npocs6a, d He IIPHUKaa3.



I'unbepT xoTesn OBl MOTYYUTE IIAHC BOCCTAHOBUTH CBOIO PEIYTALMIO II0CTIE TPOUTPHIIIA TIOCTIETHETO
cpaxenusi. CliemoBaTeNlbHO, I0KHBIE MTUHUY (PPOHTA TOHOUUTHA OB eMY OUYeHb XOPOIIIO.

II>KeccuKa IIpuBesia B IOPSIAOK CBOE IIaThe.

U, kaxeTcd, IoBepusia eMy.

— Ecnu moroBop ¢ MouM GpaToM IpaBpa, Torma cracu6o... Ho He 3a0kiBait oOelaHue, KOTOPOE THI
maj MHe, JIaJHOo?

Omna oberrana IOMOYb Ha JIMYHOM YPOBHE, B3aMeH Ha Oyzmyuryio omaty «IIoBemIeHHON Iuce».

— KoneuHo, MBI coepKUM Halle obeljanne. BepHo, He X0uelllb IPUCOeTUHUTHCS K HallleMy
Ipa3gHOBAHUIO?

— locnoguu Aypuk... [IBOpsiHe He [MOJIKHBI IIPUTJIalllaTh HAEMHUKOB, KaK MbI, 0T0O0elaTh C HUMH.

— BorT kak?

— Iaxe ecnu 51 Oyny IpuriaiieHa, MeHs 3TO He 0CYaCTIUBUT, II03TOMY 51 0TKaXyCh.

— 4 He X04y 3aCTaBNAThH TebS.

I:KeccuKa yKa3aa Ha [Bepb, Kak OyATO OHa X0Tesa, YTOOB! OH MOCIIEeIINTT U YIIET.

— ...Yto emé 6ojiee BaKHO, €CIU 5T IPUAY B CTOJIOBYIO BMeCTe C TO0OM, 9TO He GyHeT CTOUTh TOTO,
€CJIU 5T BEI30BY PEBHOCTH MPUHIIECCH APTEHTHHEL.

000

OH ymeén, 4ToOn UL ITePeoeThCs, HO, YTOOR 4OOPaThCS OO CTOJIOBOM, eMy OTpe6oBaIoCh MHOTO
BPEMEeHH.

OH BOIIEN B CTOJIOBYIO.

B 1nieHTpe MMUPOKOTo ¥ 3KCTPaBaraHTHOIO 3ajia Obly1 0eKeBhIH ATUHHBIM cTOJ. CTEHH YKpallaiu
IIPOU3BENEHUS UCKYCCTBA, X PSIAOM C OIHOM M3 HUX BHICTPOUJIUCH B JIMHUIO CIIYTH.

AnTuHa cupesna B CaMOM fiajibHeM KOHLIe CTOJIa.



OH myMaJi, 4TO OHU yKe Hadajy, HO, KaXkeTcd, e[y elle He rnofganu. Ha crose cTost TombKo xi1eb u
IyCThle GOKAJILL.

AnTvHa pou3Hecna:

— Haxkosnen-to npumen, Peruc!

— 9-3M... Bce BB XKOanu MeHs?

— EcTtecTtBeHHO. Bcé xKe 9T0 Mpa3gHOBAaHME B YeCTh TE0S U MEHS.

— Hert-HeT-Her... [103BOJIATL IPUHIIECCE, KOTOPAs B OOHO U TO 3Ke BpeMs oco0a KOPOJIEBCKUX KPOBel
U TeHEPAJTMCCUMYC, KOATh KOT0-TO, KaK 51, BOBCE HEECTECTBEHHO.

— XBaTUT 00 3TOM, AU CIOJa U CAOUCh.

Ona nmoMaxana eMy, u Peruc cen c HpaBOﬁ CTOPOHEI OT Hee.

Tak Kak 37ech MPUCYTCTBOBAJIM HE3HAKOMITH, Perrc ucmob30Ball BeXKIMBOe oOpalleHue.

9puK cTosin 3a Anturou. OH NMPUHSIT MPeanoxeHue Peruca u cTan COMPOBOXKAAIINM CTPpenkKoM. Tak
KaK OHM HaXOOUJIMCh B 3aKPHITOM ITIOMEILeHNH, Y Hero He ObIlIo ¢ co00l BUHTOBKH, @ BMECTO Heé Ha
€ero TajJuu BUCEJI Mey.

Ynri6asich, OH MOMPUBETCTBOBAN Perrnca KUBKOM.

CmpaBa ot Peruca Onina x03siiKa 3TOro oco0HsiKa, PeHpUH.

— He XenaeTe nu 11aMIIaHCKOTO, C3ap Peruc?

— Ila, crtacu6o.

Ona coenarna XecCT, 4 ClIyTa HaJIUJIKx B Ookan IIPO3PAYHYIO 30JIOTUCTYIO ZKUOKOCTD. Ona IIy3bIPXIIACE.

CneBa oT AnTuHBI OBITT DOOH, TAaK KaK B 0COOHsSKe Obl/Ta OXpaHa, OH He B3sJI ¢ COO0H Med.

Hemnopmanéky ot HuX OB KOMaHAXD phillapeid A6ungans IBpa. OH OB OfeT OIS CpakKeHus, TOTOBBIN
IerCTBOBATH B JII000# MOMEHT. [ HEro CTouIla Obljla TePPUTOPHEH TPOTUBHUKA.



HampoTuB ANTHHEI, Ha APYTOM KOHIIE CTOJIA, CHEI YeJI0BEK, KOTOPOMY Ha BUI OBIJIO OKOJIO
TPULLATH.

9TO GBI U3SAIIHO ONETHIM ION CTAaTh ABOPSHUHY MKEHTIbMEH. ETr0 phlzKeBaThie BOJIOCH OBLIH
3ayéecaHbl Ha3af, a 6poBu u 6opofa ynoXKeHH, KaK Ha KapTHUHE.

BCTpeTI/IBH.II/ICb B3T/ISO0M C Perucom, OH BEXKIIBO IIOIIPHUBETCTBOBAII:

— To3ppaBsio ¢ MOBHIIEHUEM [0 MITA0HOTO oduIlepa MePBOTO paHra, FOCIOAUH Peruc.

— Cmacubo.

— [pusaTHO MO3HAKOMUTLCS, 5 rpad [omueH. A cnyXy ympaBnsomuM 610po TP MUHUCTEPCTBE T10
BOEHHBIM BompocaM bekmnappa.

— On Mo HavyanbHUK, — mobaBuna ®enpur. OHa Obla oUIIEPOM 10 OOIITMM BOIIPOCAM B TOM K€
MHUHHUCTEPCTBE.

Ynpagsnsiomuii 6:0po OBITI0 DOMKHOCTHIO, KOTOPOI OBITIO IeJIerupoBaHo IPaBo OTHABaTh MPUKa3kI
MHOXKECTBY JIIOe# IO MUHUCTEPCTBOM.

[Monmyuuts TUTYN Tpada B TpUALATE ObII0 OOJIBIIMM OOCTHXKEHHEM. BO3MOXKHO, OH ObIIT CBSI3aH C
BEJIUKUMHU JBOPSTHAMH, ITOCKOJIbKY ITPOM3BOIUI aypy IPUHAIEKHOCTH BHICIIEMY OOIIECTBY.

«T'ocmioxka ®eHpuH npurnacuia ero? C Kakou Hebi?»

[Toka Peruc pa3meiuisan 06 9TOM, TOPHUYHLIE TT0faBasu 61ofa.

AJITHHA IOOHSJIA CTaKaH.

— 3a Baime 370poBbE!

Xo3sgiika PeHprUH 0TO3BaNack:

— TNo3ppasnseM npuHLECCY APreHTHHY CO 3BaHUEM reHepaluccuMyca u capa Peruca ¢
TIOBHIIEHUEM.

3BOH 6OKAJIOB CIIMJICS B ONUH 3BYK.

Peruc momHsI CBOM CTaKaH U MOIHEC €ro K ryfam.



HamuTox Ob1n ClIafKUM X apPOMATHEBIM, A ITY3BIPEKHW B3PHIBAJIMCE Y HET'O HaA SA3BIKE. Kak 6YI[TO
TaMIIaHCKO€ UT'PAJI0O KHUBYIO 1 QHEPTUYIHYIO MY3EIKY.

— Ax-X... KaKoe X0polilee BUHO.

— 310 TOPOOCTE I''ltaBHOT'O oma. Kaxmrii roq Pa3IUBa€TCA TOJIBKO TPUOLATH 6YTBIJ'[OK 3TOT'0
ITaMIIaHCKOI'O.

— Torma oHO ¥ mIpaBAa Tak LIEHHO.

Hom Tupazo JleBepae TakKe yIpaBisijl BUHHBIM 3aBOIOM, ¥ BUHO, KOTOPOe OHU IIPOU3BOLOUIN, 0UEHD
yBaXkKau.

Peruc nepeBén B3risag Ha [oleHa.

OH TOXKe 3aKOHYMJI IUTh.

— BocxutuTtenbHOoe BUHOTpagHOe BUHO. BKyc u3sIeH, HO, YTO elé 6ojiee BaXXHO, OHO COBEPIIEHHO
npo3payHo. X0TeoCch OB, YTOOB OpraHu3aluy ObIIN TAKUME XKe, KaK OHO.

— ...A ceiiyac OHU He IPO3pPayHHI?

Ha Bompoc Peruca oH KUBHYII:

— §1 cam HampocuJICs Ha 3TO IIpa3fHOBaHUe. 1 X0uy 06CYOUTh C IPUHIIECCOU TeHEPAIUCCUMYCOM U
€€ CIIyXKallMMU OTHOCHUTEJILHO CO3[IaHUs CTaBKU IeHepaluccuMyca.

AnTrHa 3aMaxaa PyKOHu.

— ¢ ocTaBII0 BCe CITOXKHBIE BENTH Perucy.

— Ilogoxkpmurte... Bame BricouecTBo...

— ¢ u3yuuna MHOKECTBO Pa3HEIX Belllel, HO, YeM OOoJIbIlle ST y4uIach, TeM CUJIbHEee MMOHUMaIa,
HACKOJIBKO yOuBUTeNeH Peruc. 1 ocTaBiio IeperoBopsl eMy u 0yay BHEMATEIbHO CITyIIATh.

— ...X0X.

Brnioma 61y mofgaHbl, ¥ IAauU ObLT IEPBBIM, KTO CXBATUJICS 3a BUJIKY.



— 4 ocTaBnio Ppa3roBOpPEI BaM, a CaM n03a60qycr> 0 Mmsce!

— 4 ToxXe x04y noecTs!

OHuU BCE paBHO He MOTJIM CHECTh BCE, TO3TOMY GOPOTHCS He OBIJIO HYK[IHL.

Peruc Msrko B3moxHys1. Ho, Ka3amocs, Ipyras CTOpOHa BOBCe He Bo3paxKala.

— ...I'pad T'ommeH, 4TO TEmeps MPOU3OUAET C MUHUCTEPCTBOM II0 BOEHHEIM BOmIpocaM? Brl 3HaeTe,
YTO HaMepeBaeTCs CAenaTh IPUHI JIaTpen?

— Cnyxu, yto Ero BenuyecTBo X04eT pacinyCTUTh MUHUCTEPCTBO, XOAWIM YKe [aBHO. [laxe 1o
KOHYMHEI UMIIepaTopa.

— Taxk maBHO?!

— M3-3a IOCTETIEHHOTO OTCTaBaHMs OT APYTUX CTPAH B Pa3BelKe U B MaTepuaabHOM 00eclieueHun
Ero BenuuecTBo JISTPEUIII... TIIATEIbHO TPOAYMAJl 3TO, eIé Koraa OBl (eTbIMapIIasIoM.

— ...H ero omaceHnus mogTBEPAUINCH BO BpeMs BOWHEI ¢ Briciieir bputanuei.

— YBumes OTPOMHEIE TIOTEPH UMIIEPHH, OH HAKOHEIl IIPUHSAJI PELIeHHUeE.

— Ho oH mercTBUTENBHO X0UET PacIyCTUTh ero? f gymar, 4To, II0 KpalHel Mepe, OH OCTaBUT UM4...

— Bo3MoxHO, IIOTOMY, 9YTO MUHHUCTD BeKHapn OBLI nepeBeuéH B MUHUCTEPCTBO HepeMOHHfI.

— XM-M... ITO 03Ha4YaeT, YTO OH I103BOJISeT MUHUCTPY bepxkepaky yUTH B OTCTaBKY?

— Bcé xe 0H yxKe B Bo3pacTe.

Yxop B OTCTaBKy II0CJIe IPOBEMIeHNS lIePEMOHUY KOPOHALIMY UMIIepaTopa ObIsI0 OOJIBIION YeCThIO TS
IPOLIIBIX MUHUCTPOB 1IePEMOHMUH.

Bo3moxHO, TO, 4TO OH SABNsEeTCA AeOyIIKON bacTraHa, KOTOPHYM IPUMKHYT K (paKiuu ApreHTHHHI,
TOKEe TOBIUSIIO Ha 9TO PEIIeHHeE.

CrnepnoBaTtenbHO, ['011€H He YKa3aJl Ha 3TO ABHO.



— U ocranpuBIE?

— BonpmmHCTBO IIOTEPAIOT CBOU JOJIZKHOCTH.

— 2-3? OHU MOTYT NPUHSATE 3TO?

T'oIlIeH IPe3PUTENIbHO PACCMEesIIICS:

— Jlaxxe cam MUHUCTP Beknapa He MOT IPUHSTH 3TOT0. [10 CpaBHEHUIO C MUHUCTEPCTBOM TI0
BOEHHBIM BOIIPOCAM, MUHUCTEPCTBO LIEPEMOHUM CIIUIIIKOM OrpaHu4YeHo BO BiacTu. Y emée Ero
BennuecTBo JIaTpeuss SBHO II0OKa3aa HaMepPeHue COKPATUTh MacIITa0bl HAIBIIEHHOCTH ITapafioB U
IIePEMOHUU.

— QaKTHU4YeCKM 3TO NOHMXKEHHUE B MOJIKHOCTH.

— ITa. KoHeyHO, AdPpyrue BEICOKOIIOCTABJIEHHBIE YNHOBHHUKH... YYBCTBYIOT TO 2K€ CaMOe€.

— OHMU He COTJIaCHHI C MMOTEPEr UX OOIKHOCTEN?

— OHHU CYUHUTAIOT, YTO OHU fAeNanyu Ty ke paboTy, YTO U UX NPEeNIIeCTBEHHUKY, ¥ II09TOMY He
IIOHUMAI0T, [TI0YeMy BCE 3aKOHUMJIOCh TaKuM 00pa3oM? OHU B THEBe.

— prr‘I/IMI/I CJIOBAMHM, OHU He CUYHUTAIOT, YTO Jdejalld YTO-TO He TaK?

— Ia.

— XM-M... B KOHIIe KOHIIOB TaKOH OO0JIBIIION Pa3pEIB IIOABUJICA HE B IIOCIIE€OHUX JEeCATUIIETUAX.

— OOBIYHO JIIOOX CHUTAIOT, YTO €CJIK YTO-TO IIPOJOJI2KAaJIOCh B TEUEHHUE CTOJIETHM, TO U B
IMMOCIegyIOIINX CTOJIETUAX HUYEro He USMEHUTCA.

— Ho Teneps 5T0 HEIPUMEHUMO.

— IloTOMy 4TO TIOSIBUJIMCH HOBBIE TEXHOJIOTUY, IIPULIEAIINE C BOCTOKA, MCCIIEAYIOTCS HOBHIE
MaTepuasbl 1 ©300peTaloTCs HOBLIe MallvHbL. BoeHHas u o6pabaTkiBaroliasi TPOMEIIIIEHHOCTE OyaeT
PEKOHCTPYHUPOBATHCA. $1 MyMaro, Mbl B IOBOPOTHOM TOYKE MCTOPUH.

— 4 cumTalm Tak xe.

— locioguu AypuK, KaKoi, BH fiymMaeTe, OymeT cienymoliias 3pa?



— ...Ero BenmuuecTBo JIaTpeni paciupuT TUHUY QpoHTa. [1o KpaliHell Mepe, OH KOHTpaTaKyeT
Bricmryto Bputanuio u JIaHT000T, KOTOPEIE BTOPTJIUCH B 9TOM Tofy. To XKe camoe MTPOU30UaET U C
0T OM.

— M= 6yzeM aTakoBaTh, XOX...

— ITocne TOro Kak UMIEPCKast apMus IPeyCIieeT B yCTAHOBKE MacCOBOT'0 MMPOU3BOMICTBA HOBBIX
BMHTOBOK ¥ OPYAUM, METONH BEIEHUSI BOMHBI CUJIbHO U3MEHSTCS. EC/IM BUHTOBKY OyIyT CTPEJATh
HEeTIPEPHIBHO, TO HEOOJIBIIIOE KOJIMYECTBO MeX0TH OyieT B COCTOSHUY OOeIUTh KaBaJIepUIo.

Korpma xkomauaup peitiapeit AGupganb IBpa YCIbIIIal TO, YTO CKa3an Peruc, Ha ero julle MOSBUIOCh
0eCIOKONCTBO.

«IToka 3T0 emé B 6yayIneM, y Hac eCTh BpeMsi CeNaTh C 9TUM YTO-HUGyOb», — mobaBui Peruc.

['omeH HaKJIOHUII TOJIOBY.

— Wmnepust benrapust mOUgET MO MyTH 3aBOEBAHUS?

— Kakoe-To BpeMst 3T0 OymeT HeM30EeKHO.

— ... nocne aroro?

Peruc nmocMoTpesn eMy IpsiMo B r'a3a.

Kak oH momXeH Ha4aTh?

3acnyKuBaJll 11 OH OoBepus? Tak Kak ero npuriacuia PeHpuH, BepOITHO, OH He U3 ppakIuu
JIsTpeunna...

[TepexéBLIBast CBOE MsICO, AJITHHA CKa3asa:

— Ecnu ObI 51 cunTana, 9YTO OH IIpeycIeeT, 1 Obl He 60pojiach C HUM 3a TPOH!

OHa BBICKa3ajla CBOE MHEHUe.

Co B3moxoMm Peruc ckasai.

— Hy... Kak-To Tak. bynyiee, KoTopoe s BUXKY, HEMHOI'0 OTJIN4YaeTCs OT UealoB UMIlepaTopa.



Bcé xke oH He Mor IIPOM3HECTH CJIOBA «MMIIEPCKAA apMUS IIPOUTPAET.

[ommen KuBHYII.

— Kaxk ¥ 0Kuaanock OT rocrnofuHa AypHKa, BBEI OTJIN49A€TECh OT OPYIUX COJIAAT.

— 4 oTIMYHO 3TO 3Hal0. B KOHIlE KOHIIOB, S HE MOT'Y HUCIIOJIb30BATh M€Y UJIK €30UTH BEPXOM...

— 4 He 9TO UMeN B BUAOy... Tak unu nHaue, 1 04YEHb YBaXKadl0 Ballli OCTOPO2KHEBIE U OCHOBATEJIbHOE
MEIIIIJIEHHUE.

— Bot kaxk?

OH He 0TBETHJI U BMECTO 3TOI'0 CMEHUII TEMY:

— ...Moxer, s u u3 foma rpada, Ho 5 TUIIL OeTHBIM JBOPSIHUH U3 3aX0IyCThS U HEe UMEI0 HUKAKOTO
CTaTyca B MUHUCTEPCTBE. Bynyun BHIHYKIOEHHBIM Pa30upaThCs C MHOXKECTBOM HEIPUSITHBIX 3a7ady, 5
MHOTOMY HaAy4YHJICS.

deHpUH KUBHYIIA.

[TpepriBaTh MyXKYUH, 00CYKIAIOIINX IIOTUTUKY, OBIJIO OYeHb TPy00 [T apUCTOKPATKH.

Ho o e€ nuiy 65110 SICHO, UTO OHa IIPU3HAET crioco0HOoCTH ['oleHa.

POCHYCK MI/IHI/ICTepCTBa II0 BOEHHEIM BOIIPOCAM.

[TepeBonm muHUCTPa beknapma B MUHMCTEPCTBO LIePEMOHUM.

CoxpateHue 60IbIIMHCTBA CIyKAaIIUX.

Y ero mnpepncTaBeHUs O TOM, YTO IIPOU30UOET B OYOYIIEM...

W3 GecuncieHHBIX BO3MOKHOCTEH, Pervc HakOHeI IIOHSI HCTUHHOE HaMepeHusa q)erI/IH

— Xwm-M... CTaBKa reHepaIicCcuMyca OoJIKHa MIPUHATE Ha ce6s1 0653aHHOCTY MUHUCTEPCTBA I10
BOEHHHLIM BoIlpocaM. [IpssMo cefiyac, 4eTBEPTOM apMUH YPE3BLYAKHO HE XBATAeT JII0eH [JIs
AIMUHUCTPATHUBHON PAOOTHI.



— 41 3Har0 00 3TOM.

— YuuTHIBas HAII Pa3roBOP, V BaC eCThb CIIOCO0 PEIIUTh 3Ty mpobiaemy, rpad [omen?

— IIa, s cuerna BCE, 4TO MOTY.

YToOHI TOMOYSL HEYKOMITJIEKTOBAHHOM YeTBEPTOM apMuu, PeHPUH MpeficTaBUlIa HaC PaCIyIeHHOMY
MUHHICTEPCTBY II0 BOEHHBEIM BOIIPOCAM.

MoxeT, 3T0 1 OBIJIO TaK, HO 3TO OblyTa OpraHmM3anysia, paCnylleHHasa HSTpeI/IJ'IJ'[OM n3-3a C€pBé3HI:IX
HEOOCTAaTKOB. HOSTOMY OaJIEeKO He BCe CIIyZKallue OBIIIO UM ITOJIE3HEL.

Hy}KHO OB17I0 TIDATEJIbHO U3YYUTH UX.

W Peruc monxeH OBIN SICHO MTOHSATH, €CTh iU Y ['oleHa crmoco6HOCTH. BBIn M1 OH KeM-TO, KOMY MOXKHO
OBLIO MOBEPUTH PAbOTY, ¥ MOT JIM OH ITIOMOYb AJITHHE?

Torpma Peruc crpocui...

000

— g Ero BennuecTtBa JIaTpeunna, npruHLlecca ApreHTHHA U YeTBEPTas apMus SBIISIETCS
o6oromoocTpeiM MeuoM. OHU HeoOXoguMas Cula [AJisd IIPOBUXKEHUs ero rereMonuy. Ho pa3uuiia Bo
B3TJIAlaX HEe NA€T eMy BO3MOXKHOCTE IIOJTHOCTHIO UCKITIOYUTH BO3MOXKHOCTL OYHTa.

«/ KOHEYHO, y HaC HET HaMepeHU fieNlaTh 3TO celyac», — 3aKOHYMI Peruc.

Antuna gobasuna:

— 4 mpocTo X04Yy 3aKOHYMUTH BCE BOMHEI B 9TOM MHUpe, a He mobenuTh JIaTpeuia uiu HavyaTh
rpakIaHCKYI0 BOMHY.

— ...MoxerT, 3TO U TakK, HO OH OIpefieJIEHHO OyAeT BUETh B HAC TOJIOAHEIX OXOTHUYHUX IICOB. B KOHIIE
KOHIIOB, HECKOJIBKO [IHEeH Ha3a[ rpakiaHCcKas BOMHA yXKe 4yTh He Hayasack.

— OTO €ero BUHa, YTO OH OTIIPaBUJI TO MyCOPHOE IUCHMO!

— OTO HEMHOT0 HafyMaHHO.

B koHIIe mociemHero muchbMa, KOTopoe JISTpeus OTIpaBuil Kak GpembaMapinai, OH H3BUHSIICS 3a



ommOKy. Tak Kak Temepb OH CTaJl KMIIEPATOPOM, BCE 3TO yKe CIIOPHO.

Peruc nmpoponxkui:

— Ero BenuuecTBo JISTpEUT HOMXKeH OBIT U130 BCEX CUII CTAPAThCS OCIa0UTh YeTBEPTYIO apMuio. U B
KOHIIE KOHI[OB ITOMKITAJICS YOUTE €€ cTpaTera.

— ...Hy, ato BepHo.

[otreH BoBCe He OBITT YOUBJIEH.

— Bu1 yxe 3Hamu?

— Cnyxu. [laxe IIpy TOM, YTO MBI BRIUTPAJI OCafAHYI0 OMTBY, TOMOIIHUK TJIaBHOTO CTpaTera OBl
youT B 6010... JIF000#, KTO XOTh HEMHOTO 3HA€T O BOOPYXKEHHBIX CHJIAX, 3alI0I03PUT HEUECTHYIO UTDY.

— Hy, BOT OHO Kaxk.

— Tl'ocioguH Aypuk — repou, KOTOPBIY CIlac Hallly CTPaHy. f paf, YTO BBl BEIKUJIU.

— ...Cnacub6o. Hy, Hallle BCTyIJIeHNE CIIMIIKOM 3aTSHYJIOCH, ST XO0Tes Obl KOe-YTO CIIPOCUTh TOCIIOOUHA
['omeHa.

— Kak g Mory OBbITH 10oIe3eH?

On BEITIPSAIMHUII CIIUHY.

AnTtyHa 1 OO TOXKe CMOTPEJIH B €70 CTOPOHY.

— ...IIpsimo ceituac Ero BenuuecTBo JIaTpensin He NbITaeTCS 0CIa0UTh YETBEPTYIO apMUI0, HO Jaxke
[apoBasl IPUHIleCcCe UCTOPUYECKYU BEICOKUH YPOBEHSb BiIacTU. Kak B lyMaeTe, 4YTO 3aCTABUJIO €T0
nepengyMarh?

T'oIlIeH TTOTOKUIT PYKY Ha MOg60PO/IOK.

— Vrx... [IpuumnHa, X0X...

Peruc nepeBén B3rsan Ha AOumans OBpa U JOIu.



— 4 xoTen OBl 3aaTh 3TOT BOIPOC BCEM MIPHUCYTCTBYIOLIUM.

AbGupans OBpa MOOHSI PYKY ITEPBHIM.

— 4 mymaro, 3TO IOTOMY, YTO OH MIPHUIIEN K 3aK/IIOUEHHI0, YTO CIP CTPATET — OMACHHIN IIPOTUBHUK, U
PELINIT YIYYILINTh C BAMH OTHOLIEHUS, fa0kl n36exkKaTh KaKoro-11ub0 BOCCTaHuUS.

— Ycmupenue, XoX. [I71s1 TpaBUTENIS MOBHIIIEHNE Harpadbl, YTOOH! TOOHSTE JIOSJIBHOCTh
MOJYMHEHHHIX, TOAX0sIIas cTpaTerus. Ho mogHUMaTh Oembli ¢uiar IHIlb 13-3a OGHOTO
OJYMHEHHOTO ¥ OTKA3BIBAThCSI OT CBOET0 MYTH 3aBOEBAHUS — CJIMIIIKOM HempaBaonomoOHo. Ero
BenuyecTBO — BeTMKHH YEJIOBEK C IOTPSICAIOIIUM TYXOM.

— Ox... [TonstHo. TpyaHO NIpeCTaBUTh, KaK OH NBITAETCSA HaJaAUTh OTHOILIEHNE C (paKiuen
IIPUHIIECCHI.

3aTeM OBLI DOOu.

— 4 gymato, 4TO 9TO OBUIO BHIHYKIOEHHBIM pelneHreM? OH OCTaBU/I CEBEPHEIE, I0KHEIE ¥ BOCTOYHEIE
GbpoHTa YeTBEPTON apMUH, B TO BpEMS KaK OH OyHeT 3alluilaTh JUIIb CTONMUIY. M TH CKa3al, YTO OH
IJIaHUPYeT HamacTh Ha Bricmryio bputanuio u Jlauro6onT, BepHo? Eciu Ha MUHUCTEPCTBO 110
BOEHHEIM BOIIPOCAM PaCCYUTHIBATH HEJb3s, TO OH [OJIKEeH IPU3HaTh HE00XOOUMOCTh CTaBKU
reHepauccumyca.

— ...Tak Kak ero mnaH ocna0uTh HAC MTOTePIIeN Heyaady, OH K3MEHUIT CBOIO CTPATETHI0 U PEIIHI
MCII0/Ih30BaTh HAC B KAUeCTBe CBOUX IelneK. Tak KaK OH OyHoeT MCII0Ib30BaTh HAC, CUIbHAS IelIKa
Jlyy4llle, BePHO?

— OTO BepHO.

— Hennoxas unes. Ho Tak 0H He CMOXKeT UCKITIOYUTL BO3MOXKHOCTDb TOTO, YTO YeTBEPTAs apMUs
BEPHETCS, IOOHUMET BOCCTaHUE U aTaKyeT CTONuIy. Kak eMy ObITH ¢ 3TUM?

— XM-M... HY, TOTla eMy IIPOCTO HYKHO TepeOuTh OYHTOBILINKOB.

— Torpma oH momXkeH OBITh TOTOB K I'PakJaHCKOW BOMHE. f mymalo, 4YTO 3TO HEMHOTO IIPUTSIHYTO, HO
0JIM3KO0 K UCTUHE.

AJTHHA BCTaja.

— 4 He Oyny HauKWHATh IPakJaHCKYI0 BOUHY! f TOUHO He HayHy eé!



— ...KoHeuHo. §I mpoCTO MBITAIOCH TPOAHATM3UPOBaTh MbICTTH Ero BenuuecTtsa JIaTpeumnna.

— OH KakK Bcerfla urpaet co MHOI! He3aBHCHUMO OT TOT'0, CKOIBKO BOKMCK OH MHE MA€T, OH BCE elle
IyMaeT, YTo S He MOTy 1o6euTs!

— Hert-Her...

«OH [eNCTBUTENHHO NTPU3HA TBOU CIIOCOOHOCTH», — IomyMal Peruc.

WUnu BEpHEeE, eClin OBl He 9TO, OH HE BBHIOEJIUIJI UM OPArOll€HHbIe BOMCKa U 6IOI[}KeT.

[eHepanmucCcUMyC MOXKeT KOMaH0BaTh IMOYTH ITOJIOBUHOM BCEX CUJ UMIepuu. ECIu OH IIpourpaer,
CTpaHa MOIBEPTHETCS PUCKY YHUYTOXKEHMUS.

®eHpUH He OTBETHIIA.

Haxkoner pyky nopgusan ['omeH.

— OTnpaBUBLINCH Ha I0XKHBIM PPOHT, IPUHIlECCa NOJKHA MOAIePXKUBATh CEBEPHBIN 1 BOCTOYHEIE
¢dbpoHTa, m03TOMY, 6€CCIIOPHO, HY2KHO JapoBaTh el 3BaHUe reHepanuccumyca. [laxe ecnu OBl el
IIPHUCBOUIIM IIOJTHOTO TeHepara, IecTast ¥ BOChbMasi apMUU He CTau Obl MOOYUHSTHCS €€ ITPUKa3aM.

— 4 ToxXe Tak gyMaro.

B npomnom, Korga oHa Ovina, B hopTe CepK...

HepmaBHO Ha3Ha4YeHHBIM reHepaj-Maliop ANTHHA IlepeHsia KOMaHgoOBaHue Y YEPHOTO pHILaps,
OpurapmHoro reseparna [xepoMa.

HYCTB OHa IIPEeBOCXO0OHuJIa €TI0 B 3BaHUHU, TUTYJIE U Y Heé OB IIPUKa3 MUHUCTEPCTBA...

CosnpmaTel He IOBUHOBAJIUCH €€ KOMaHOaM.

To e camoe IPOU301II0 OB, KOTHa YeTBEPTas apMus mpuObIa Ha or. Ho Ha 3TOT pa3 BpeMeHH Ha
TIOEMHOK HET.

Ycneimas ciioBa Peruca, AnTrHa cXkajla KyJIaKu.

OHa BCé emé ynei0anach, HO BOKPYT Heé MosBUIach aypa MHTEHCUBHOI'O THEBa.



— XM1... Tak TI0OU U3 MUHUCTEPCTBA Y2Ke 3Ha/IH, 4TO [[KepoM He CTaHEeT CIyIIaTh MOU IPUKA3HL...
Mory st 1oOUTH €ro?

lolieH OTCTpPaHUMICH.

— -1 He UMel0 HUKAKOT0 OTHOIIEHUS K IIepeHa3Ha4YEeHUIM.

Peruc ycnokourn ero:

— B MuHUCTEPCTBe eCTh CaMble pa3HO00pa3Hble NOMKHOCTH... HO 3TO OTJINYAETCS OT CTAaBKU
reHepanuccumyca. ECM OHU O0TKaXyTCs MOMUYUHSTHCS, MBI MOKEM IIPOCTO YBOJIUTh KOMaHTYIOIIHUX
IIeCTON ¥ BOCEMOW apMUMU.

— M= MOXeM cheJsiaTh 9T0?!

AnTtvHa CMOTpP€JIa Ha HETO0 C IMIUPOKKUMH I''Ia3aMH.

Peruc nogTBepoum aTo:

— Tak kKak MHUHHCTEPCTBO II0 BOEHHBIM BOIIPOCAM MOZKET 3TO, 3HAYUT, U MBI TOZXKE.

— Ho, ecnu MBI yBOIMM KOMaH[YIOIIETO, apMUSI apACTOKpaTa, KOTOpasi COCTaBJIIET KOCTSK, TOXE
YULET.

BricnymaB komMeHTapuu ['omena, AnTrHaA KUBHYJIA.

— OTO0 BepHO. AX, IOTPaHUYHBIN TONK beunmMuar — apMmus [Jxkepoma.

— Ecnu Mu1 IoTepsaeM ux, Toraa y HaC He OCTaHEeTCsSa HHUKOI'O B 3dllace.

Peruc nozxkain miegamu.

IITecTas u BOCbMasd dPpMHU, MOXKET, U HE ABIIAIOTCA UX TMYHBIMUA dPDMUSIMHU, U €CTh OPYyrue COJIOATHI,
Ha KOTOPBIX OHU MOTYT IIOJIOZKHUTHECHA, HO GYI[eT JIy4lie He YBOJIBHATh KOMaHOYIOIMHUX OIIPOMETYHUBO,
YTOORI COXPaHUTh CUJIBI HE3ATPOHYTEIMH HaCTOJIEKO, HACKOJIBEKO 3TO BO3MOZKHO.

— Xwmid... BMeCcTo MoeguHKa YBOJIUTh UX OyeT HaMHOTO IIPOIIe.

— OTO BEpHO.



[omen BepHYICS K TEME:

— 4 gymato, unes, uto Ero BenmuuecTBo JIaTpenssn Ob1 BEIHYKOEH BPYUUTh Ke3J1 TeHepaTucCuMyca
IIPUHIIECCE 13-3a 00CTOSITEILCTB, BEPHA.

Jlaguo! dmmu nmpuHsI MobemHYIO 03y .

«OpHaKo...», — Peruc npomomKuil pasroBop:

— Kaxk Torga €My IIOOAaBUTh BO3MO2XKHOE BOCCTaHHue"?

['o1ieH OTBETHII CIIOKOMHO:

— Ero BenrvuecTBO HauMHAET MacCOBOe IIPOM3BOACTBO HOBEIX BUHTOBOK. [Tocne Toro Kak CUTyallud
Ha I0Z2KHOM (I)pOHTe CTa6I/IJ'II/131/IpyeTCFI, OH [OO0JIZKEeH OBITH TOTOB K BBIITYCKY OO0JIBIIIOTO KOJIMYECTBA
BHUHTOBOK.

HepBa;{ dpMusi, KOTOPad, KaK CHUTAETCA, Oblza caMas CHJIbHAs B HUMIIEpUH, GYJIGT BOOPYZXK€EHa
HOBBIMH BUHTOBKaMH.

AbGupnanb OBpa MPOCTOHA:

— 4 "He X049y CPpaXKaThbCA MMPOTHUB HUX...

Peruc gyman TouHO Taxk xe.

— OT10 npaBga. 4 gymaro, uto Ero BenuuecTBo JIaTpensl Tak BEeIMKOOYIIHO apoBasl Ke3Jl
reHepajauccuMyca TOIbKO IIOTOMY, YTO MBI Ha IOBOPOTHOM MOMEHTE BOWHHI.

AnTrHa HaKJIOHUJIa TOJIOBY.

— PasBe mou dPMUHU HE OOJIZKHEI TOZXKE OBITD SKHIITNPOBAHEI BUHTOBKaMu?

— Koneuno, Ero BenuuyecTBo xo4er CHa6I[I/ITb HOBBEIMH BUHTOBKAMHU U IIYIIKAMHU BCIO aPMHUIO. Ecnu on
9TOr'0 He CAeJlaeT, TO y HaC He GYJIGT IIOOaBJIAIOLIIETO IPEUMYIEeCTBa I1epeg COCeEJHMMHU CTPaHaMU.

— 2-37?

EcTecTBeHHO, OHa He IIOHKMMAJA.



— 41 3Hal0, moyeMy BH cMyIleHH, Bamie BricouecTBo. Ecii MBI BOCCTaHEM ITOCIIE TIONYYEHUS
BUHTOBOK, Halll HEAOCTATOK OPYkKus OYOEeT CBEEH HA HET, BEPHO?

— Ia! Xots s He Oymy aTOoro OefnaTh, HO OYAET IU OH JOBEPSATH MHE?

— Xa-xa-xa... ITO HEBO3MOXKHO.

Paccmesinica Benyx Peruc.

AnTvHa Hagynachk.

— My-y-y...

— 7L

Korpma Peruc 3acMesincst ¥ OTMaXHYJICS OT CJIOB IIPUHIIECCH, KOTOpasi cedyac Oblna
reHepanuccumycomM, ['omeH OblT MOTPSICEH.

Axx... Peruc nIpuKpELT POT.

— Hy Me}K;:[y BMHTOBKAMH U OPYOHUSAMU, UCIIOJIb3YEMBIMHU JO CHUX IIOP, €CTh OTPOMHAA PAa3HHUIIA.

[Topa3MBICTTMB HAJl 9THM KaKOe-TO BpeMsi, AITMHA HAaKJIOHUIACh BIEPET:

— Ax, 9TO cHaOxkeHue!

— BepHo! YouBruTenbHO, B CUIBHO BEIPOCIH!

— Qy-¢y-dy, xBanu MeHs OombIe, Peruc.

Snnou CKPECTHUJI PYKU WU HAKIJIOHUJI I'OJIOB:

— Xm-M? CHabxeHue?

— Yro6bl UMETh BO3MOXKHOCTh BeCTH 00ii, BUHTOBKaM TpebyioTcsa 6oenpumnackl. U Ero BemuyecTBo
JISTpeun Xxo4eT UMETh IIOJTHBIN KOHTPOJIb Hafl UX ITPOU3BOICTBOM.

— OX-X... HIOHATHO. { yJI0BUJI, BOT OHO, 3HAYUT, KaK...



3aKuBaiI JOOau.
OH uyBCTBOBAJ ceOsT HEJIOBKO, HO PEIINII IPONOTIKHUTD.

— Ero BenuuecTBo JIaTpent npefoTBpaTUT 1t060e BOCCTaHUE, UCIONIb3YI (PaKT, YTO «HEBO3MOKHO
HayaTh BOMHY He uMes opyXKue u 6oenpunackl». M oH 3aIIén gaxe eIé gajblie.

[Tocrne aToro GymeT... pachopMupoBaHre apMUl OBOPSH U HallMOHAIN3allis BOOPYXKEHHBIX CHUIL.
Peruc noxain niegaMu.

— Yro KacaeTcs XKe3ja TeHepanuccuMyca, OH 3a6epéT ero mo3xe, I03TOMY OH TaK BEJIMKOOYIIHO
BPYYHIT €T0 BaM.

Bot 4To0 OH Ha caMoM fefe 3agyman?! — AnTuHa Hagyla IMIEKH.
[omen B3MOXHYJI U CKa3al:

— ...HukTo B MUHUCTEPCTBE UMK CPEOY apUCTOKPATOB He IOHMMAaEeT CUTyalluio 10 TaKOW CTEIEHH.
Kak u oxkupganocs oT Bac.

— l'ocniogus IotieH Toxke YZXKe IIOHAII 3TO. Bu PacCCKa3alia 00 aTOM OPYyIruM I[BOpiIHaM?

— Qy-dy... [IBopsiHe BEICOKOMEPHEBIE CylilecTBa. OHM He COMHEBAIOTCS, YTO MUP CYIIECTBYeT pagu
HuX. OHU, KaK HeBUHHEIE [IeTH, [10J1araloT, YTO HOBBIM MMIIEPATOp HU 3a UTO HE JIUIIUT UX
npuBuierui. [laxe ecnu s Ipegynpexy ux 00 3TOM, OHU IIPOCTO CKaXyT, YTO 5 HaAyMbIBalo, 1
BBICMEIOT. MIX CyXpeHus nonararTcs Ha TOT XKe IIOCTYJaT: eCJIM YTO-TO IIPOJ0JIXKAJIOCh B TeUeHUe
CTOJIETHH, TO IPOMJIUTCA U B CJIEAYIOIIEM CTOJIETHH.

— OTO UMEeT CMBICII.
— Kaxk cmemntno.

— ...PachopmMupoBaHre MUHHUCTEPCTBA 110 BOEHHKEIM BOIIPOCaM, BEPOSITHO, €TI0 IMOATOTOBKA K YEMY-TO
eIe.

Bo rmaBe MHHHCTEPCTBa CTOAJI MUHHUCTP, U OH TaKXKe OBLTT BEJTUKUM OBOPAHHUHOM. HcTuHHOE
HaMepeHune H3TpeI/IHHa COCTOHUT B TOM, YTOOHI HE OaTh BEJIMKKUM OBOPAHAM BUHTOBKH U 60enp1/macm.

Peruc nopeiToxumn: «IloHuMaHue TEeKyIel CUTyaluu ['OIIIEHOM He CIIUIIKOM OT/IMYaeTCsd OT MOEro
cobcTBeHHOTO. Ero criocOOHOCTH HEOCIIOPUMEI».



— ...Hy Torma, mocnemuwuit Bompoc.

— Kaxkou?

— Hacuér cmyxoB o Ero BenuuecTtBe JIaTpeunne, 4To BH 0 HUX OyMaeTe, rocronuH [omen?

OH 3apmepxkar OpIXaHue.

Peruc umen B BuOy MOmO3pEeHUE B IlapeyOuicTBe.

[TpuHIleCcCca mepen HUM, MOXKeT, ¥ OblTa OBIBIIMM IIOJIMTHYECKUM IPOTUBHUKOM JISTpensa, Ho BCé
eme Orlna cecTpoi uMmIneparopa. Ecny oH He ofg0epeT clioBa TIIATEeIbHO, eT0 MOTYT 3aK/IEeUMHUTh KaK
IpefaTess UIu OOBUHUTH B HEYBaXKEHUU K TOCIIOAUHY .

Peruc neBripasuTenvHo ycTaBuicd Ha ['omena.

lolieH pacKphII poT.

— ...4 He moceTusn 6GaHKET BO [ABOPIE ¥ BMECTO 3TOTO IOSBUJICS Ha 9TOM ITpa3fgHecTBe. [lyMalo, 3TO
MOXKET CTaTh MOUM OTBETOM?

Peruc nocmoTpen Ha ANTUHY.

— Baime BricodecTBo, 51 KpaliHe peKOMEeHYyI0 Ha3HAauUTh rocnofrHa ['olleHa mTabHbBM oduiiepom
CTaBKU reHepanuccuMyca. Y He TOIBKO ero, HO U JII0feH, KOTOPHIX OH PEKOMEHYyeT.

— IMpaBma? Tak Kak 9To roBopuT Peruc, s mpoiry mo3aboTuThcs 000 MHe, TocrofuH I'omren!

AnTHHA CMOTpeJa Ha HEro C YJIEIOKOM.

OH BcTan u GopMaIbHO TOKJIOHUJICS.

— Cnacubo gyTo npuHAIu MeHs! ¢ chenaio BCE, 4TO MOTY, YTOOHI pa3fefuTh TPYAHOCTH Balmero
BricouecTBa!

Apa, — nobaBuna AnTuHa.

— Ha camoM pene eCcTh NIOOH, KOTOPEIE TOTOBEI IIPUCOEOUMHUTLECA K Halllell CTaBKe Jaxe 0e3
ImepensIlniKy, 3TO BECbMa 3M0POBO...



— ...KcraTn, s 3a0b11 YIIOMSIHYTE yCII0BUS Pa0oTHL. ['ocmmoput I'omieH, ¢ Tex mop Kak MeHs Ha3HaAYUIIH
B 3TO MOOpa3fesieHne, s HU Pa3y He Opast BEIXOOHLIX. Bam 3T0 mogxogut?

— 9-37!
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