— IlpuHnIecca, - cka3as JIbIOUC ¥ TKHYI B HEE TaNbIleM. — THL.

— Ia, - Becemno oTBeTuna Heoma. — 30Bu MeHs [IpuHIIECCOH, KOTTa MBI OIMHHU. THl MOXKEIIb 3TO
chenarts, JIbrouc?

OH menIeHHO KHUBHYVYII T'OJIOBOM B OTBET.

— Xopomwuy Malb4uK, - CKa3aja OHa.

OHa monbITanaach IOrJIagUuTh €ro II0 TOJIOBE, HO OH II04YeMy-TO BOPYT IIOIIATHUIICS.

3aTeM, K eé 60HbH.IOMy YOUBJIEHWIO, OH BOPYT OIIYCTHJICSA Ha KOJIEHU U CKJIOHUJICA TaK HU3KO, YTO €Tr0
1106 KOCHYJICA 3€MIIN. Ona 3aMeTHsa, 4YTO ero Tejo OPOXKHUT.

— II-mpocTu MeHs, X-X035H1H, - CKa3al JIstouc. — II-mpocTu.

Ona B 3aMellIaTeNnbCTBE HaMOpIIixXIa 1100.

[Xo3aun?]

9TO 3aCcTaBUIIO €€ MOAYMaTh, YTO MPSIMO cerdac JIbIouC BCIIOMHUI O APYTOM YeJIOBeKe, a He 0 Hel.
Brina mu ero TpaBMa BBI3BaHA TeM, YTO OHA IMOIBITATaCh MPUKOCHYTHCS K HeMy? OHa He Oblla
yBepeHa, IOTOMY 4YTO B CBOEU IIePBOM XKU3HU IIOUYTH HUYEro He CJbliaja oT "[IBopenkoro JIy".

Ho eli He HyKHBI OBIJTA BOCIIOMUHAHUS O €€ TIPOIIION KU3HU, YTOOH IIOHSATH, UTO OeIHBIN MaJlbuuK
OBLT TPaBMUPOBAH.

[KTO OBITT €T0 IPEeXKHUM X03TUHOM?]

OHa He MoOrJjla BCIIOMHUTH, HO OHa HafII[éT " HaKaXeT ero 4yTh II032Ke.

— 310 1, JIbiouc, - TepnenuBo ckalana Heoma. — f He nmpuunHIio Tebe Bpema.

On IMO-IIpEe2KHEMY He OBUTAJICS.

OHa npucersa nepeq HAM Ha KOPTOUKH.

— JIbtouc, 51 xouy €051 O0HATH.



[Toxoxe, OH "OUHYJICS", TOTOMY YTO YOUBIIEHHO ITOMHSII TOJIOBY.

OHa ucmonb30Baia 3TO Kak BO3MOXKHOCTE "aTaKoBaTh" ero o0bsATHsIME. Ho OH 1103BOIHII cebe yracTs,
II0Ka ero ClIMHa He KOCHy/Iach 3eMJd. M BOT OHa ymaja Ha Hero CBepxy.

— Ilpunnecca?

[AX, OH CHOBa IpuUIIEN B cebs.]

— Ia, g tBos [IpuHLiecca. X0poIo, YTO Thl 3allOMHUII MOM IIPUKa3, - CKa3aja OHa eMy. 3aTeM OHa
IIOAHsIJIa TOJIOBY U IIOCMOTpESIa Ha Hero. HakoHel OH nepecTas ApoXxaTh. — Temneps TH B OpPSAAKe?

OH KUBHYIIL.

— V mensd nis TeGs HOBBIM IIPUKa3, - CKa3aja OHa. — 3a0yab 0 CBOEM CTApOM XO3SIMHE.

OH BHITTISIAEN YOUBIIEHHEIM €€ IIPUKa30M.

— 3a0LITh?

— IIa, - TBépHO cKal3asa oHa. — OTHEIHE s TBOM €UHCTBEHHBIN X03suH. Ecyiu Te0s1 CHOBA HAUHYT
My4aTh IIJIOXMEe BOCIIOMHHAHMUS, TPOCTO BCIIOMHU MOE JIHIIO.

— Ilpunnecca? JIuio?

OHa HeTepnenuBo KUBHYIIA.

— Ia. 4 xopoiieHbKas, He MIpaBaa JInu?

— IIpuHnecca. XopoleHvKada.

— OueHb XOPOIIIO, - CKa3asla OHa. — [109TOMy BCSIKHKI pa3, Korma Tebe TPYCTHO, CTPAIIHO, ONUHOKO
WY THI 3MTUIILCS, TPOCTO OyMak 060 MHe. YBepeHa, YTo MOsI KpacoTa 3aCTaBUT TeOs YyBCTBOBATH
cebst XOpOIIIO.

— IIpuniiecca, - ckazan JIpiouc. 3aTeM ero pyka MoTSHyJach, YTOOR KOCHYTLCS €€ JUIIa.
— IlpenecTHas.

— Mory nu s IpUKOCHYTHCS K Tebe, JIbtouc?



Ha MraoBeHue B ero riasax IIPOMEJIBKHYII CTPaxX. Ho 3aTeMm, BHe3amHO, OH CMEHUJICS pPemmMOCTEIO.

— Xoporo.

OHa Me[JIeHHO MPOTSHYIa PYKY, YTOOB KOCHYThCS €70 JIUIIA JIafOHbIO.

OH 3aKphIZ I'71a3a, Kak 6yATo 130 BCeX CHJI CTapajcs He pearupoBaTh.

[Ax, OH HEHaBUOUT 9TO.]

— W3BuHY, - CKa3aja OHa. 3aTeM OHa OTIIYCTHJIa ero PyKy 4 BCTajla. — Temeps BCE B IOPSTKE,
JIptouc. BctaBai. HaM Hy>KHO HakKa3aTh XyJIUTaHOB...

Ona 3amonyasna, OHAB, UTO CJIOBO "HaKa3aTh" MOXKET CIPOBOLIMPOBATh TpaBMYy JIblouca.

— 4 umerno B BUY, 9TO €CTh O0E€THU, KOTOPEIM HY2KHO IIPEIIOJAaTh YPOK.

JIptouC OTKPHBII I71a3a. 3aTeM OH BCTAJI ¥ 3aJI0KUJT PYKHU 3a CIIMHY, KaK HACTOSIIUY TBOPELKUH,
KaKuM OH U ObUT. OH ITOKJIOHUJICS el B OTBET Ha TO, YTO OHA TOJILKO YTO CKa3asa.

— Ilomnu, - Beceno ckalana Heoma, uToOw! mogboaputs ce6si. — JaBay npernogafguM HarJIbIM
IeTSM YPOK, KOTOPBIM OHU HUKOTHA He 3a0yayT.
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Heoma muno yneibrynack baitpony Tommcony u 'appu Ans6epTy - HarJIbIM JeTSIM, KOTOPhIE
Oe3xanocTHo u3bumnu JIeouca.

[MM o mBeHaALaTh JIeT, a OHU U30KUBau pebeHkKa?!]

Ona 6BUTa Tak 371a, HO € IPHUIIIOCH CAEePKATh CBOY SMOIUY U [T0Ka3aTh 0YaPOBATEIBHYIO YIIEIOKY.

[TpsiMmo celiyac OHa IPUTJIACHIIA UX Ha Mocneo0eneHHbN Yai. E€ [IBopel rOTOBUII JIyYIITie TTHPOXKHbIE
M 3aKyCKHM [JIs1 OeTei ux Bo3pacTta. KpoMe TOro, oHa ImOMpOoCHIa IIoBapa MOoJI0XKUTh ME]] B UX Yal.
XoTs oHa He OblNIa yBepeHa, YTO MaJIbYUKK YK€ MIPUBBIK/IM MUTh OOBIYHBIN Yail.

[HeBaxHo.]

Bo BcsikoM Clly4ae, CHa4daJla OHa II0AyMaJla, YTO 3TU OBa IIaPHA - ONTU3HEITH.



YV Baiipona u 'appu OBLIN CBETIIBEIE BOJIOCH ¥ TOIyOkIe T1a3a. Ho IOTOM OHa IMOHSJIA, YTO MOYTH Y
KaX[0TO MBOPSHUHA OBITM CBET/IBIEe BOJIOCH U TJla3a, T0OX0XKHUe Ha Toy0ble uin 3e€Hbe. B ux
ViMmepun pefKo MOXKHO OBIJIO BCTPETHUTD JIIOAEN C TEMHBIMU BOJIOCAMHU U TEMHBIMHU T'JIa3aMHU.

[Hy, o6cTanoBKa 3T0M MMIepruy HaoMUHaeT MHe 3alagHble CTPaHbl, B KOTOPHIX 51 Oblza B CBOEH
BTODPOM KU3HM. ]

— 3ppaBcTByiiTe, Jlopa ToMricon u Jlopn Ans0epT, - ¢ yIbIOKOM IOIPUBETCTBOBala ux Heoma. — Bl
3Haere, KTo 17?

— Trl He3aKOHHOPOXKAEHHEIN CHH Ero BenuuyecTsa, - HagMeHHO cKa3an balipoH.

[Vx TBI, KaK IPSIMONTMHENHO. ]

— Bce 3Ha10T, uTo y E€ BenuuecTBa He ObIJIO fleTel 0 TOTO, KaK OHa yMepia, - fo0aBun ['appu.

9TOT ManbuuilKa roBopuil 06 MMmepaTpulle, XKeHIMHe, Ha KOTopol Ero BenuyecTBo KeHUCS, HO
HUKorfa He mobun. OHa ymepria oT 00e3HHU 3a HECKOJIBKO JIeT 10 ux ¢ HepornoM poxperusd. I1o
cnyxaMm, iMnepaTop Tak ¥ He yCIiesl BCTYIUTh B UHTUMHYIO CBsI3b ¢ 6efHOM MMIepaTpuiieii.

[ToaTOMy HUKTO He OBIJT CYACT/IUB, KOTMla KaKas-TO CKpOMHas KeHIMHa pofuiia "cekiHa MMnepaTopa".

[Ia, 3TOT MOJOHOK HUKOT' A He MMPU3HABAJICS, YTO ¥ HEero ecTh [IpuHIecca!]

Bo BcakoM Clly4dae, Y 9TUX OJBOUX XBATUJIO CMEJIOCTHU 3arOBOPHUTE C Hel TaKUM o6pa30M, IIOTOMY 4YTO
eé CIIyTU CTOSAJIM B HECKOJIBKUX METPaX OT HHUX.

JIbtonc OB €IUHCTBEHHBIM OXPaHHUKOM, CTOSABHIIUM IIPAMO 3a HEe.

— Baime BEICOKOMepPHE TOBOPUT MHE, YTO BBl 00a POJUIIUCH OT 6JIarOPOOHBEIX POJUTENEH, - C YIBIOKON
Haudaja Heoma.

[Boxke, MOE nUI0 yKe OONUT OT YIILIOKH. ]

— KoneuHo, - xopom oTBeTunu Baiipon u 'appu. — O0a HaLINX POAUTENS - BHICIINE OBOPSHE.

OHa yneIOHYIAch U 0TXJIEOHYTIA Yalo, Ipex/e YeM BHOBb 3aTOBODHUTS.

— Hy u uto?



Batipon u I'appu BHITTIIIENM CMYLIIEHHBIMUA €€ BEICOKOMEPHBIM TOHOM.

[Brl He eIMHCTBEHHBIE, KOMY 3[1€Ch IT03BOJIEHO OBITH BELICOKOMEPHBIMHU, COIIISIKY. YUUTECH Y MEHS.]

— Moii oTelr BCE ellé e MyHacTepuo, - IPONOJIKIIa OHa C BLICOKOMEPHOM YXMBIJIKOM. 3aTeM OHa
9JIeraHTHO [IOCTaBHUJIa YallKy Ha CTOJI ¥ HagMEHHO IIOCMOTpesia Ha HuX. — B KoporneBckoi ceMbe
TEYET caMas YKMCTas KPOBb U3 BCeX ceMel MMmnepuu. MH - TOTOMKHU Hons, Bora JIyHBL. OTO 3HAYUT,
YTO MBI OTJIMYAEMCS OT IIPOCTHIX CMEPTHHIX BPOofie Bac. Tak 4To Jazxe ecyii MOSI MaTh OblJla CKPOMHOM
JKEHIITMHOM, 9TO He MeHsIeT TOro (akTa, 4To g - fle MyHacTepuo. B Moux Xunax Te4€T KpoBb bora, u
OHa yYHllle, YeM CMelllaHHas KPOBb ABOPSH BPOfe BallluX POOUTEIIEH.

Iaxe He TS0 Ha CBOE OTpaXkKeHKe, OHa 3HaJa, YTO e€ Tila3a IMOKPACHEeH U YIPOKaoIle CBePKHYIIH.
OHa He TIOBHIIIAJIA T'OJI0CA, HO YYBCTBOBAJIA THEB KaXKIOH KJIETOYKON CBOETO CYIIECTBa.
HeynuBuTenbHO, UTO TETEPh 3TU ABA OTPOALS OOSITIUCH €€.

— Iyira 3Bepst BHYTPU MeHS - [0Ka3aTeILCTBO TOTO, UTO 51 fe MyHacTepuo. JI1o00#, KTO CKaxkeT
nHayde, OyIeT IPorjIoueH MOUM 3BepeM. XOTUTe CTaTh 3aKycKou moero MUJIOT'O ITUTOMIIA?

ITo IIpaBae roBOP4A, 3TU ABaA COIIJITKA BRITIIAOEIIN TdkK, 6YI[TO XOTEeJId OTBETUTH €H.

Ho ux ManeHbKHe Tejla CIUIIKOM CUJIbHO ApoxKanu. OHU YyBCTBOBAJIM CUJIbHOE HaBJIEHNE €€ MaHHI.
Yepe3 HECKOIBKO CEKYH[] OHM yIIali Ha 3eMJII0, IepKach 3a IIer, Kak OyATo He MOTJIN AbIIIaTh.

OHa mopHSIa PYKy, OCTaHABIKUBAsI CBOUX CIIYT M PHII[apel, YTOOBI T€ MOMOIIUIA U IIOMOTJIM JETSIM.
OHU IIOKJIOHUJIUCEH €M U OCTAJIUCh CTOSITh Ha MECTe.

Heoma IIOCMOTPEJIa Ha OBYX OeTei, nexariux Ha 3eMIiie. Tenepb OHH IIJIaKaJlk, JeP2KacCh 34 IIen.

— JIptouc, BBIC/IyILIay MOU HOBBHIM IIPUKAa3.

— 4, - ckazan JIptouc mo3agu Hee. — Cryialo.

— 41 maro Tebe pa3pelneHne IPUIUHITH 00JIb JIIOISIM, KOTOPBIe MPUYUHIUIN Tebe 00Ib, - XOJIOTHO
CKasalla OHa, TJISIs BHU3 Ha OBYX COIJITKOB, KOTOPHEIE Tellepbh CMOTPENX Ha HEE CO CTPAXOM B rjla3ax.
— B mecsatukpaTtHOM pa3Mepe. Tol MeHS TIOHST?

— {1 OHSN, - POBHBIM I'0JI0COM OTBeTHUI JIptouc. — [IpuHL.

— XopoIto, - cKa3aja OHa ¥ yIe0HyIack. Temepb, KOTHa OHA YCIIOKOUIIACh, OHa Obljla yBepeHa, YTo
e€ rias3a yxe IPHUILIE B HopMy. Kak 0Ka3aTeIbCTBO, OTPOIbs TOKEe HadyajIl CHOBA [BIIIATh. AX,
0110 OBI 60JIEE YMECTHO CKa3aTh, YTO 00a MajbYuKa yKe OTHBIIIAIKCE.



— Bui cnpimmanu MeHst, Jlopa Tomricon u Jlopa Anb0epT. B crnepytomuit pa3, Korga Bel 00UIUTE MOETO
OBOPELIKOT0, OH OTIIJIATUT BaM [eCATUKPAaTHO. TaK 4TO BaM /Iyyllle ABaXKALI ITOOyMaTh, IIpexkae 4yeM
TpOraTh MOUX JIIOLEMN.

OHU HeTeplenruBo 3aKUBaJM, B yIrOJIKaxX UX I'Jla3 CTOSIU CIIE3HL.

Battpon u 'appu mombITanuck yoexaThb, HO OHA OCTAHOBUJIA UX.

— Caputecs, - CKa3aja OHa C Yepecyyp MUJION ynelOKou. — [lomrBaliTe Yall Iepes yXo4oM, nHaue 5
nomnpoury JIporca oMo4Yb BaM.

Battpon u 'appu BCXJIUIIHYIH, HO BCE PABHO OBLIM BHIHYKIEHbI CECTh.

[Xoporo.]

OHa B3si71a MUHZIQIBHOE [TeUeHbe, 3aTeM [T0OBEPHYIACh K JIbIONCY U YIEIOHYIach eMy.

KoHeuHo, OH HUKaK He OTpearupoBal 1 IIPOCTO CMOTPEJI Ha Heé C IIyCTBIM JIMITOM.

— Ortkpoii pot, JIstouc, - monpocuna ero Heoma. Korpa oH OTKpHII POT, OHA IIOAHECTIa MUHAAIbHOE
nedeHbe K ero rybaM. — YKycCH BOT 3TO.

OH OTKyCHJI MUHMaIbHOE TTeUeHbe, HO He CTasl keBaTh. OHa pemuia OLITH ¢ HUM O0Jiee TePIeTuBOM.

— MepgneHHO XKyH, IpeXae 4eM IIPOrI0TUTE.

JIptouc KVWBHYII U IIPUHAJICA MEJIEHHO XK€BaTh MUHOAJIbHOE IT€4YEHEE.

Heoma yneIGHYJICS 1 OCTOPOKHO CTPSIXHYJT KPOIIKHU C YTOJIKOB pTa. OHA MPUKOCHYJIACh K €T0 JIUITY
TaK JIETKO, KaK TOJIbKO MOTJIa, YTOOH He HamyraTh ero. K cyacThio, Ha 3TOT pa3 e€ IPUKOCHOBEHUE
He CIIPOBOIPOBAJIO €TI0 TPABMY.

[MHe HyKHO TOMOYb JIbIOUCy.]
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— 4 crpllan, 4To TH BYe€Pa caeyiall C MOJIOOBIMH NBOPAHAMM.

Heowma 3acraBumna cebs ynelOHYThCS TOMY, UTO cKa3an MMnepaTop Hukomnaii. IIpsamo ceityac oHu
3aBTpakanu B ero [Isopiue. Ho ona Onlla eMHCTBEHHOM, KTO HAC/IaXAaICsi CRBOUMU OJTMHUYMKAMU.



WMnepaTop MU 9all TOJIBKO Ha 3aBTpakK. He To 4TOOH €€ 3TO BOJTHOBAJIO.

— Ilama, ecnu TH coOMpPaeIbCs PyraTh MeHs, oxKanyicTa, 3a0yas 00 aToM. A He X04y, YTOOH y
MeHs 6o1tent XKuBOT. Ho eciu Th cOOMpaeIbcsi XBATUTh MEHS, TO BIEPEN, CAeai MOU JeHb JTydIIle.

— Tot cTanOBHIIBCS BCE Gosee u 6onee BbIcOKOMepHEIM, [IpuHil HepoH, - cka3an MimmepaTop
Huxkomaii. — Thl UCIIBITHIBAEIIIL MOE TepIeHue?

— Her, 2 HCIIOJIb3YIO CBOU MYZXKCKHE IIPDUBUJIETUHN IIDOTUB Te0s1, - Becesio oTBeTHIa oHa. OHa Morya
TOBOPUTH KdK YIOOHO, IIOTOMY 4TO, KDOM€E HUX OBOUX, TYT HUKOT'O HE OBLIIO. Iaxe ['nmenHa.

— Ecnu 6b1 51 6b11a HacTosuM HepoHoM, s yBepeHa, Thl Obl MEHS ITOXBasU. & TOIBKO CKONIMPOBAsia
TO, YUTO THI YaCTO Jefiaelb, [lana, - TeppopU3upyelh CBOUX IOOAaHHbIX.

— He Benu ce0s Tak, - cka3an MMmepartop, SIBHO He oOpallias BHUMaHUS Ha TO, YTO OHA Tak rpyoda ¢
HUM. — CJIMIIIKOM MHOTO CTpaxa IIOPONUT HeHABHCTh B Cep/illaX TBOMX IOANAaHHEIX. TH HOIXKEeH
3aCTaBUTh UX OOSITHCS U yBazKaTh TeOsS OOHOBPEMEHHO.

— Cmacwubo 3a CoBer, mamna.

— CeropHs g 6yny TBOUM JIMYHBIM TPEHEPOM.

Ona 4yyTh He MOJaBUIaCh €0u.

— YTO THI XOYeIllhb 3TUM CKa3aTh, Hamna?

— 4 ymemnto Tebe BHEMaHUE, KOTOPOTO TH TAK OTYASHHO XKaXKMOelllh, - YXMBUIBHYJICS MMmepaTop
Huxkomait. — {1 cobupaichk HayuuTh Te0s, KaK UCII0Ih30BaTh TBOWO [IyIy 3Beps.

HeoMmy 4yTh He BHIPBAJIO.

[OH cobupaeTcs MBITAaTh MEHS B HaKa3aHUe 3a MO0 Ipy6ocTh?!]
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