— JleBoYKa, - MOHOTOHHO NMPOU3HEC CTPAHHBIN KPACUBHIM MaTbuMK. 3aTEM OH yKa3asl Ha Heé
IJTUHHBIM U TOHKUM TasnblieM. — IIpuHIiiecca, a He [IpuHI.

HeomMma B 3amernaTenbCTBe HaMopInuia 106. MalbuuK BHIJISILEN CTapIle e€ HEIHEIIHero Tena. Ho ox
CTpaHHO cebs BETL.

— KTt0 THI?

— JIptouc, - cKa3an Majab4y¥K U TKHYJ IanbleM B ce0s. — [IBoperkuii [Tpunia. 4.

[[IBOopenkuii?]

— Bame Koponesckoe BricouecTBo, - pa3pmaics My:KCKOM Iojioc u3-3a OBepu. Eciu oHa mmpaBa, TO 9TO
['nenH... muyHbBY prilaps MMnepaTopa Hukomas. 9To GbIJI0 €CTECTBEHHO [T PhILapsi, IOTOMY 4TO
IIPSIMO celfyac oHa Gklta Bo [IBopiie Momb. — Mou ry6odaiinmie U3BUHEHHS, HO S [I0JIATalo, YTo B
Ballly KOMHATy 6e3 pa3peleHus BOmEN pe6EHOK. MOXKHO MHE BOUTH?

— @Ia, - cka3asa oHa. — [TogouguTe U 3a0epuTe 3TOr0 CTPAHHOTO Majabunka, Cap I'eHH.

OrpomHas OBephb OTKPHIIACH, U ['TIeHH, B CBOEH ITMKAPHOM YEPHO-30JI0TOM BOEHHOH (DOpMe, BOIIEN B
€€ KOMHATYy C B3BOJTHOBaHHBLIM BhIpazkeHHeM nuila. Kak TonbKo OH yBuUfen JIbiorca, ero Mo
IIOKpacHeso, Kak OyATo OH ObLI CMYIIEH TEM, UTO He 1M03a00TUICs 0 peOEHKe.

— IIpomy npoirenus, Baire Koponesckoe BricouecTBo, - cka3an ['1ieHH, gepxka JIponca 3a
BOPOTHHUK. 3aTeM OH ITOJIOKUJI PYKYy Ha rojioBy pebéHKa. Korma prillaph MOKJIOHUJICS €M, OH TaKke
3acTaBuJ JIpiouca MOKJIOHUTHCS. — MBI IpuMeM Jiio0oe HaKa3aHue, KOTOPOe Bbl COYTETE YMECTHBIM
3@ 3TOT UHIIU[IEHT.

— Ilomorute MHe pelIuTh, KaKoe HaKa3aHue yMecTHO, Cop ['1eHH, - cKa3aja OHa, CTOSI Ha KPOBaTHU U
CKPECTUB PYKH Ha Ipyau. — ¢ IpoCHYyIach OTTOTO, YTO 3TOT MaJIbYUK OCenjian MeHs.

HpOCTO OJIsd IIPOTOKOJIa, OHA He CIIajia.

ITa, oHa Onlita pe6éHKOM. HO €€ rHeB celiyac OBII BIIOJIHE ONMpPaBOaH. XOTS MaJIb4yuK OBIT eI11€ MOJIOf,
BCE PABHO HEXOPOIIO OBIIO BXOOUTH B KOMHATY AEBYIIKY U OCEHJIAaTh €€, II0Ka OHAa CIIUT!

['7eHH axHYJI, CJIOBHO OBITT IOTPSICEH YCIIBIMIAHHEIM. 3aTeM OH Ha MTHOBEHHE MTOBEPHYIICS K JIBIOUCY C
CEPOUTHIM B3TJISIAOM, ITpeXKe YeM IMOOHSATh TOJI0BY. 3aTeM, K €€ YOUBIEHUIO, OH OMYCTHUJICS Ha
KOJIEHU, HU3KO OIIYCTHB T'OJIOBY.

— Bamre KoponeBckoe BricouecTBo, 5 3Ha0, 4TO JIbIOMC 3aCIyKUBAaeT CMEPTHOM Ka3HH 3a TO, YTO OH
cmenan. Ho st ymorsito Bac 0 Munocepauu. Pe6EHOK MoKeT BeCTH cebsi CTpaHHO, HO YBepsiO Bac, OH



He X0TeJI HU4Yero IIJI0Xoro. HO}KaHYfICTa, IIPOCTUTE €TO0, Baimre KOpOHeBCKOG BricogecTBO. Ecnu 3TO
BaC YCIIOKOHMT, BBl MO2K€eT€E€ 2K€CTOKO HdaKa3daThk MEeHs, TdK KakK 51 TO2KEe BUHOBAT B TOM, YTO He yCJIeOUII
3a HUM.

— 4 He maM MasbuYUKy CMEPTHOM Ka3HH, - CKa3ajia OHa. — Ho cKaxu MHe, TI04eMy ThHl TOTOB
I0KepTBOBaTh co00¥ panu Hero? Kto oH, Cap ['meHH?

— JIbIOWC - TTOCTIEMHUY OCTABIITUUCS B XKUBHIX UJIeH KiaHa CepeOpsTHOM JTUCH, - CKa3all PHIIaph.
— Ero BenuuecTBo BhiGpart JIbionca B Ka4eCTBe Balllero JIMYHOTO BOPEIIKOT0, KaK TOJIBKO IJIaH
IPUOET B NEWCTBUE.

"TInan", 0 KOTOPOM OH IOBOPHJI, 3aKJII0YAJICS B TOM, YTO OHa OyneT n3obpaxath HepoHa.

Ho He 3TO IPUBNIEKIIO €€ BHUMAHUE.

[JIprouc u3 kymaHa CepeOpsiHOM NMHUCH? 3BYYUT 3HAKOMO. BcTpeyasnack U 5 C HUM B IIPOIIION
KU3HU? |

— JIprouca BrIOpaK MOTOMY, YTO OH CaMBIM CUJTbHEIM peOEHOK B BallleM Bo3pacTe, Baiie
Koposnesckoe BrICOUeCTBO, - IPOmoIKail 00bsICHATEL ['meHH. — OH [oJIKeH OLITh mBOopenkuM Ero
Koponesckoro BricouecTBa [TpunIiia HepoHa, HO, corjiacHo HalieMy IjiaHy, JIbiouc Temneps OymgeT
cnyxuTh BaM, Bame Koponesckoe BricouecTso.

HWmeHHO TOrfa OHa HaKOHEI IIOHJIAa, KTO TaKou JIkouc.

[JIerouc... JIy!]

"JIy" 6110 MHOOMMBIM ITPO3BUILeM HepoHa [jisi CBOEro JBOPEIKOr0 B UX ITPOIIUION XKU3HU. B KOHIIE
KOHIIOB, "JIy" cTaHeT pritlapeM. EcTecTBeHHO, OH OyHeT cykuTh HepoHY Kak ero MUYHBIN PHIIaph.

[JIptouiC ompenmen€HHO U eCTh TOT cambii "JIy!"]

OHa CrI0THY/a, KOTla BCIIOMHUJIA, YTO 3a YeyioBeK Obln "JIy" B €€ mepBoM KU3HMU.

[OH OBITT TAKMM XK€ CYMACIIE[IINM U KeCTOKUM, Kak HepoH B mpotiom!]

Y Temeps, KOrma OHA 3aHsJa MecTo HepoHa, 9T0 03HaYasio, YTO BCE JIIOOU, KOTOPHIE MOJIXKHEI OBIITH
CIIYKUThL €My, OyIyT CIIyKUTh il BMECTO HETO.

[HepoH CKOpO yeneT, a 51 3aCTpsiHy B 3ToM [[BOPIlE C IICUXOM - JIMYHBIM OBOPELKUM?]



— JIBIOKC BEIPOC B U3OJISIMY, TaK YTO, TOXKATYHCTA, IPOCTUTE €TI0 HEBOCIUTAHHOCTD, - IIPOMIOJIKAT
yMOJsaTh ' MeHH. — 9 KIISHYyCh, MOm00HOT0 60JIbIIe He TPOU30MAET.

— Ha aT0T pa3 s 0cTaBIio BCE KaK eCTh, - CKa3alla OHa. — {1 moBepsio Barel knsatee, Cap [MeHH.

Temeps, Korma oHa 3Hasa, 4To JIbiouc Osu1 "[IBoperkuM JIy" B €€ IPOLUION XKU3HHU, OHA YKe
IIOHMMaJIa, I0YeMy OH TakK ce0s BEI.

[Hackonbko 51 moMHI0, JIbtorca yKpanu u3 KinaHa CepeGpsiHOM TUCH ¥ Tpomanu B pabcTBo. Ero
"x03s51eBa" He 06paIlanuch C HUM KaK C YeJI0BEKOM. ITH YOII0gKK OYKBAIbHO 00palanuch C
JIBIOMCOM KaK C MOMAITHUM XKUBOTHEIM! OHM 3aCTABU/IM €0 KUTh B KJIETKE CO CBOUMHU COOaKaMHu. ]

Bor nouemy y JIbtouca He OBIIIO 371eMEHTapHBIX YeJI0BEUYEeCKUX YCTAHOBOK.

Korga MMmneparop Hukomait BTOPrcs B CTPaHy, Tae XKUIHM Biagesblisl JIbionca, pe6eHOK ObIT CITaceéH
OT y2KaCHBIX YCIIOBUY XKU3HU. MIMIIepaTop 3auHTEpecoBascs JIbIoMCOM 13-3a ero MOIITHOU MaHEL U
II03TOMY IIPUBE3 peGEHKa B KOpOIeBCKYi0 CTONUILY.

[Bo3moxkHO, B mpotoM JIbiouc 1 OB IICUXO0M, HO cef9ac OH MPOCTOo OeqHBIN MalleHbKUN MaJlbyuK.]

Prillaph MOOHSI TOOBY U G11arofilapHo yIIBIOHYIICS ell.

— brnaropapto Bac 3a Benukopyiue, Baire KoposeBckoe BricouecTso.

— Jla 6e3 npobrneM, - cKa3aa OHa. 3aTeM OHa II0BePHYJIach K JIbIoUCY, KOTOPHIM IIPOCTO CTOST,
pacrtepsiaabid. — [IpuBert, JIstouc.

['menH noBepHycd K JIbOUCy.

— JIrtouc, mpepacTaBbes Kak crenyeT E€ KoponeBckomy BricouecTny.

JIbIOMC TIOCMOTpEIT Ha He€ MYCTHIM B3TISIAOM. 3aTeM OH yKa3aJl IajblieM Ha ce0sl.

— JIprouc. 4.

910 OBINIO OIIPEeNeIEHHO He COBCEM IOAXOoAsiee MpuBeTCTBUE. Ho, yUUTEIBask KU3Hb, KOTOPYIO OH
IIPOKUII IO TOTO, KaK IoMaJ CIofa, OH OblT HemyoxX. Eciy oHa mpaBWIbHO ITOMHUIIA, JIbIOMCaA CIIaciau
BCET0 I'oj] Ha3aj. Hay4yuThCsS TOBOPUTH 3a TAKOW ITPOMEXKYTOK BPEMEHHU OBINIO YKe TOCTUKEHUEM.

OHa momxHa ObITh m0Opa K 6eTHOMY MaJbYHUKYy...



... cCIesiaTh Tak, 4YTOOHI JIBIONC He CTajl IICUXOM B 3TOH XKU3HU.

[Boxke, HeyKenu OBITh ICUXOTEPAIIEeBTOM [IJIT 9TUX MalbUMKOB - IPUYKMHA, II0 KOTOPOH 5 BEPHYJIACh
cioma?]

— [Ipuser, JIswouc. 4 Heoma me MynacTtepuo, - HeoMa monpuBeTCcTBOBajla MajlbuiKa CBOEU
"bupMeHHOM cllafiKoi yiasI0K0M", KoTopas nneHuna Hepona. — [laBait OygeM Opy3bsSMHU, XOPOIIO?

)%k

Heoma He OblyTa cC4acT/IMBa IIOCJIE TOTO, KaK CIIy2KaHKHU OJI€JIN €€ KakK MaJbyMKa.

Py0armka v IIOPTH, KOTOPHEE OHA CelYac HOCHIIA, OBITH SIBHO OPOTMMH, Kak ¥ mapa Tydenb. Ho oHa
He Obl/Ia T10-HACTOSIIEMY CUACT/IMBa TeNeph, KOTHa BHTIsAAeNa KaK ToYHas Konus HepoHa.

[ He munas!]

Hy, e coscemM.

HepoH, KoHEeYHO, ObIT OYeHb MHUJL.

OHa uMeJsla B BUAY CBOM Hapsimd. B meTcTBe et HpaBUIIUCH IJIaThsl, KOTOPEIe OHA Hocuila. OHU He ObLIH
TAaKMMH JOPOTHMHM HJIH POCKOUIHBEIMH, KAaK TO, YTO HOJIKHA HOCUTE [IpuHIlecca. Ho BCE paBHO, Kak
IeBYIlIKa, OHa JTi00uIia CBOU IIJIAThs.

Celtyac oHa MOXKET BeCTH ce0st Kak COpBaHell, HO B TTyOMHE AYIIU ei HPaBUJIOCh HapsKaThCs B
[EeBUYbY HaPSIHL.

[Hy, BooOI111e-TO B IIPOIIJION KU3HU 5 OBIJIa 0YeHb KPOTKOM maMoii. HeyoguBHUTeNbHO, YTO MEHS
HECKOJIbKO pa3 oOMaHBIBanu. [lepepoxmeHue B m00s1Ie ceMbe BO BTOPOM XXKM3HU ITOMOIJI0 MHE
00pecTy yBEPEeHHOCTh. TaK 4TO TeIephb Y MEeHS CJI0XKHIJIOCh UMEHHO TaKOe OTHOIIEeHHUE. ]

U oHa He Xkajesna 00 3TOM.

— Bame KopomneBckoe BricouecTBo, mmopa, - ckasaina Ctedanu. — Ero BenuuecTBo xkejaeT Bac
BUOETD.

Ax, To4HO.

[Toka oHa Grinia Bo [IBopIle, KpoMe I'IeHHa, K Hell mpuxomuiy Tonbko Ctedanu u AnbdeH.



[TTousTHO.]

B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, €€ melCTBUS B KaUueCcTBe mogMeHsl HepoHa Obliv TaWHOM.

— Ilomu, - cka3ana Heoma. — He Mory moxpaaThCs, KOrga YBUXKY Iamy.

[U cka3aTh eMy TpY MOUX ApParoleHHbIX XKelaHusd. |

)%k

Heoma ynuBuiach, KOTfa €€ IPUBENK B TOCTUHYI0 BMeCTO KabuHeTta MMneparopa Hukonas unu
TPOHHOTO 3asia. E€ mompocuny momoxaaTh BHYTPU B ofuHodecTBe. Ho I'nenH, Anbder u Credanu
XKMalu CHapyXKHU.

[ uero MHe 30ech KOaTh?]

Eé mo3r 6o1en oT TOro, YTO OHA CITUIIKOM MHOT'O OyMaJjia, II0O3TOMY OHaA pellnjia IIPOCTO XKOATk.

OHa cuperna Ha JuBaHe ¥ HaClIaXIajaach MPUTOTOBIIEHHEIMHY [T He€ 3aKycKaMu. Kpome Toro, B yae,
TIOlaHHOM [IJ1s1 He€, OBITT MEJT, KOTOPHIM, BEPOSITHO, COOTBETCTBOBAJI BKyCy "pebéHKa". Ho oHa Moria
IUTH Yai Jaxe 6e3 caxapa ¥ MEQa.

[BHYTpU g 371€eTaHTHBIM B3POCIIBIM, IOHUMaeTe?]

— Heoma?

Heowma ynuBunach, Korfa iBepb OTKPBIIAch, KOTfla OHa Kak pa3 cobupanach OTKYCUTh OT CBOETO
MUHIa/IbHOTO TIeYeHbs. Ho ¢ Tex mop, Kak oHa ychblinana rojnoc HepoHa, oHa Morjia y3HaTh €ro u3
TeiCSTuX. OHa MTOBEPHYIACh K HEMY C YIIBIOKOM.

— bpar...

E€ ynpiOka mo6yeksia, ¥ OHa ypPOHUIIa MUHAIbHOE TIeYeHbe.

— H-Heoma? M HepBHO cripocun HepoH. — {4 BHITISIXKY CTPaHHO?

OHa OblyTa CITUIIKOM IIOTPsiICeHa, YTOOBI XOTh KaK-TO OTpearupoBarTh.

Ha HepoHe GBI TapuK - IIAaTHHOBO-0€JIBIN apUK, TAKOM XK€ JIUHHBIM, KaK U €€ MPeabIaylue
BOJIOCHL. M caMoe riaBHOE, Ha HEM OBIJIO 0YeHb KPAaCHBOE PO30BOE IIIAaThe.



Eif Ka3al0Ch, YTO OHa CMOTPUT Ha cebs B 3epKaJlo.

[Vx TBI, MBI HEHMCTBUTEJIPHO IIOMEHSIINCH MeCTaMH, ma?]

— Bpar, - ckazana Heoma c ynei6ko#, Korna K Helt BepHYJIOCh caMoobiagaHue. 3aTeM OHa BCTasla ¢
[YBaHa U MOJOLUIa K HeMy. — Thl TaKOM XOPOIIeHbKUiA!

Hepo#n ynei0HYICS, KaK OyATO IIOYYyBCTBOBAJ 06JIeTYeHe OT TOTO, UTO OHa CKa3ana. Korga oHa
BCTaJIa IIepej HUM, OH 00XBaTHU €€ JIUIIO JIAMOHSIMH.

— THI TOXE II0-IIPEeXKHEeMY XOPOIIEeHbKad, NaxKe €ClIN O1e€Ta KaK MaJIb4HK, HeomMma.

— Cmacu6o0, 6paT, - cKa3ajia OHa MeX[y CMeIlKaMu. — ¢ XOpoIleHbKast, TOTOMY YTO IT0X0XKa Ha
Tebs!

OH ynBIOHYICSA ¥ HEXKHO YIUIUIIHYII €€ 3a LIEKY.

— Heoma, He 3a0bIBalt MeHs, IT0OKa MeHs HeT. EIb BCE, YTO X04elllb, ¥ OCTaBalcs 3MopoBoi. Ecu
KTO-TO UM YTO-TO TeOst 6ECIIOKOUT, ITPOCTO HAMMINIY MHe.

OHa B 3aMeIIaTeIbCTBe HaMOPIIKIa J100.

— Bpar, mouemy Thl TOBOPHUIIL TaK, OYATO MPOIIAEIIbCs CO MHOM?

— 4 npomatock ¢ ToOO#, MOs AparoleHHas cecTpa, - cka3an HepoH ¢ rpycTHO#M yneiOKoi. — CeromHs
g ye3xarw B XpaM CBATOrO.

Heoma axHyia, eé rpyab HeOXUAaHHO cXkKajachk oT 0oy, becco3HaTenbHO OHA CXBaTUIIACh 3a PYKHU
HepoHa 1 Kpemnko cxkajia ux. B cnenyioiiee MrHOBEeHNE OHA y2Ke TOBOPHUIA OTYasHHBIM T'OJI0COM:

— IloxanyiicTa, He OCTaB/IsIU MeHs, Opar.

[TomoxknauTe-Ka, 0HA TOILKO YTO YMOJISiJIa CBOETO IICHXOBAHHOTO OpaTa-06/1M3Hela He OCTaBIATh e€?!
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