Heoma 6pocunack Kk HepoHy, Kak TOIbKO yBuAena ero. OHa npobexana Mumo MmnepaTopa Hukomas,
KOTOPBIY IIEN BIiepenu He€, 4ToObl JoOpaThest 40 cBoero OpaTa-6u3Hena.

Hepon nexain Ha 3eMIie, OXBaYEHHEIN CTPAHHEIM 30JI0TUCTHIM CBETOM. Ero OKpyXKaau HeCKOIbKO
KOPOJIEBCKUX phIllapeli. CTapuK, omeTh B OeJIbIf IJIall] C HEPEeBIHHON TPOCTHIO, MOMKHO OBITh,
Kopornesckuii Bpay, OH Xe JIy4IIUY LeIUTelb BO Bcell mnepuu.

— Hepon!

Ycnrimas e€ ronoc, HepoH nmonwitancs Bctate. Ho KoponeBckuil Bpad TyT xKe OMyCTUICS Ha OTHO
KOJIEHO, YTOOB! OCTAHOBUTH €T0 U 3aCTaBUTh CHOBA JIeYb Ha 3€MJIIO.

— Bame KopomneBckoe BricOUecCTBO, BH €I1€ HE MOXKETE MBUTAThCS, - CKa3all OH. 3aTeM CTapuK
IIPUCTalIbHO TOCMOTPENT Ha He€. — [IpuHIlecca, moxkamnyiicTa, He TpeBoXKbTe [IpuHIa.

— He cMmen Tak pa3roBapuBaTh C MOEU CECTPOH, - Ipenynpenu ctapuka HepoH.

OH BRITJISIAENT CMYIIEHHBIM, KOTHa ITOBEPHYIICS K [IpuHIry.

— Ho Bamre Koponeeckoe Brico4ecTsBo...

— Ilyctse [Ipunnecca octanetcd ¢ [IpuHneM, - npukalan UMnepatop Hukonaii. — I[IpuBequ
KoponeBckux 613HenoB B MO¥ [[Bopell.

HeoMa Obiyta HEMHOTO IIIOKAPOBAHA IIprKa3oM MMiepaTopa, HO II0Ka MPOUTHOPKPOBAIa ero.

Ona OIIYCTHJIACh HA KOJIEHHU PAOOM C HepOHOM. Korpa eé 6paT-6J'II/I3HeI.I TIOMHSI Ha HEE T'a3a, OH
BEITJISAOETL HOTpHCéHHBIM. EMY SIBHO He€ IIOHPaBUJIOCH, YTO OHA IIOOCTPHUIJIa CBOX OJIMHHBIE BOJIOCHI TaK
Ke KOPOTKO, KaK Hu €ro.

— Heoma, - meyanbHO CKazan HepOH. 3aTeM OH KOCHYIJICA prmeﬁ eé Ternepb KOPOTKHUX BOJIOC C
00J1e3HEHHBIM BBIPpaKE€HHEM Ha JIUIEe. — TrI coenana 9To, YTOOBI 3AIUTHUTh MEHS, XOTS TaK JII00uIIa
CBOH [OJIMHHEBIE BOJIOCHI...

9T0 OBLIIO IIPaBHOM.

E#t HpaBUIIOCh, KaKKe KpPaCHBhHIE Y HE€ MIMHHEIE BOJIOCH. Eif ObI7T0 60IBHO CTPHUYDb BOJIOCH, HO TETIEPD,
Korfia oHa y0emumnach, 4yTo HepoH B 6€30I1aCHOCTH, 3TO yXKe He UMeJio 3HaueHus. E€ ManeHbpKas
JKepTBa paju 3alluTH OpaTa-01u3Hela CTOUa TOro.

— Bcé B mopsimke, Opart, - yneibHynach Heoma. 3aTeM OHa B3sijIa €r0 PYKY U MPUIIOKHUIIA K CBOEH



meke. — ¢ mo06mio 6paTa 60bIEe, YeM CBOU AJIMHHBIE BOJIOCHI.

OHa x0TeJjIa 4TO-TO CKa3aTh, YTOOHI IMOIIN3aThCS K CBOEMY OpaTy-0/1M3Helly, HO, K COXKaJIeHUI0, OHa
IIpUBs3asiach K HEMY I10-HACTOSIIEMY.

[Boxe, s Takas HeXKeHKa. |
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Heoma pmonro u IIpUCTAaJIbHO CMOTPEJIAd Ha CBOE OTPaXKeHne B 3ePKaljie.

Ceniyac OHa HaxOduJIaCh B KOMHATE IJis rOCTeX BO [IBopiie Nomb - pe3ungenuuu Mmmnepartopa. [la,
IBoper Ovl Ha3BaH B 4eCTh bora JIyHbEl, KOTOPOMY IIOKJIOHSIJIUCH €TI0 JKUTEJIH.

Kak 1 0XKuganock, X0Ts 3TO OblJIa BCETO JIUIIL TOCTeBasi KOMHATA, OHAa OblJla POCKOIITHOM. OTpOMHbIE
KapTUHHI OBIJIA B 30JI0THIX paMax, KakK ¥ MONOKOHHUKY. CTapuHHBIE Ba3kl U IPYTHe YKPaIleH!us TOXKe
BRITJIAMIENIN [OporuMHU. B HoMepe OvlIM Takke cOOCTBeHHAs BaHHAs KOMHATa U TyasleT.

Ho "3Be3poit" Ovlia, KOHEYHO, OTPOMHAs KpoBaTh. MaTpac OblJT 0UeHb MATKUM, & IPOCTHHU
- 9JIETAHTHHIMU U YIOOHBIMHU.

OpHako oHa Oblsla HE B TOM HaCTPOEHUH, YTOORI OILIEHUTHL 3TY POCKOIIIb.

[4 meiicTBUTENBHO MOOCTPUTTIACH, da?]

YecTHO TOBOPSI, OHa OBlIa HEMHOTO yIUBJIeHa TeM, HaCKOJIbKO moxoxa Ha HepoHa. HecMoTps Ha To,
YTO Ha Hel OblyIa HOYHas pybalnka, mo0oMy ObITI0 Ol Terdye IPUHATH €€ 3a OpaTa-0nu3Herna.

[HepoH o4yeHb XOPOIII A7 Mallb4yuKa. ]

Y ma, ITpuHI] TOXKe BHITTISAHEN XKeHCTBeHHO. Ho oHU BCE erné ObIM JeThMH, TaK YTO OBITIO OB
Oe3omacHee CKa3aTh, YT0 HepoH Ha MaHHBEIA MOMEHT. BHITJISIIEN aHIPOTHHHEIM.

[B Moell mpomIoi XXKU3HU B3POCIIEIE HEPOH TOxKe BEITJISIIE CUMIATHYHEIM, HO HUKTO He
IIPUHUMAJI €ro 3a OEeBYIIKY.]

Ho, B03MOXKHO, €ii cnegyeT mepecTaTth AyMaTh O CBOEY IIEPBOM KU3HU.

[BC€ Tak oTnIMYaeTCs OT TOTO, YTO IMPOUCXOAUIIO TOTAa. ]



BrimaBaTh ce0st 3a Hepona 0v110 OB OmTacHO.

9T0 03HAYaso, YTO YOUMIIE IPUAYT 3a Hel, myMasi, YTO OHa HacenHbH [Ipuni. KoxneuHo,
HwmnepaTtop Hukoma# momneiTaeTCs 3alIUTUTE €€, ToKa HepoH He CTaHEeT JOCTAaTOYHO
MOTYIIIeCTBEHHBIM, YTOOH 3alIUTUTH ce0s1. Ho, 3Had e€ oTlia, OH, BEPOSATHO, He TIPUJIOKUT MHOTO
yCUINH, YTOOHI 3aLUTHUTD €€.

I mooHKa OHa Oblyla BCETO JIMIIb MEIIKOi, KOTOPO# eMy HyKHO ObllIo 3aMeHUTh HepoHa Ha
HEKOTOPOE BpeMs.

[Ho s yBepeHa, 4TO MO¥ OTell OymeT HyKIaThCS BO MHE B KaUueCTBe JOBEPEHHOI0 JIUIla B TEYEeHHUE
OJIUTEILHOTO BPEMEHH. |

HepoH Bcé e1é Haxomuics B "ma3apeTe” Bo [IBopIre.

Korpma oHa paccka3sana KopomeBckoMy Bpady, YTO BUMeNa, KaK KIMHOK YOUUITEl TPEBPATUIICS B MBIITb
1 BOIIET B poT HepoHa, cTapuk Ovln mOTpsicéH. OueBUIHO, 3TO OBITIO OMTACHOE 3aKJIHHAHKWE, KOTOPOoe
yOuso OBl T1060T0 U3HYTPHU CaMbIM 601€3HEHHEIM CII0C000M. ECii OBITH TOUHBIM, 3TO OBIJIO
3aK/IMHaHNE, KOTOPOE 3aCTaBIISI0 BHYTPEHHOCTH Yel0BeKa T'HUTh MEMIJIEHHO, HO BEPHO.

XyKe TOro, 3aKJIMHaHUE TaKxkKe CITyKUJIO IeYaThio I MaHbl. JTO 03HAa4aso, YTO [T0Ka 3aKJIMHAHUe
HaXONUTCS BHYTpU Tesna HepoHa, OH He CMOXKeT BEICBOOOIUTE BCIO CBOIO cuily. [Haxe [yiny 3Beps.

[Bemueril OpaTHIIKa. ]

Korpa oHa ycrnbllana 9To, e€ pelmyuMOCTh 3aHATh €eT0 MeCTO YKPEeIUach.

— Jleuucs, Opart, - ckazana Heoma cebe nog HOC. — f ocTapaloch BHIKUTE, TI0KA THl HE BEPHEIILCS.
[A Temeph HYKHO ITOAYMAaTh O TPEX XKeJaHUSAX, KOTOpEIe 5 nompoiry y Ero BenudecTsa. ]
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— Her, - ¢ Bri30BoM cka3an Hepon UMnepaTtopy Hukonar, BrICTyIIaB ero miaH. Ceryac OH
Haxomuscs Bo JIBopiie Womns. Ho koMHaTa, B KOTOPOM OH HaXO[uJICs, Obl/Ia IT0X0XkKa Ha O0IbHUYHYIO
najaTy. BO3M0OXKHO, 3TO KPHLUIO YAaCTHOTO jla3apeTa B pe3ufenuu MMneparopa. — f He 0CTaBIIO
Heomy opHy B aTOM [IBOpIIE. {1 HE TO3BOIIIO €l MPUTBOPATHCA MHOM! ThH C yMa COImIEN?

I'nmenH, croasmmy no3apu Mmneparopa Hukonas (KOTOPHEIY CUAET Ha CTyJIe PIAOM C €r0 KPOBaThio),
BHITJISIOENT IOTPSICEHHBEIM TEM, KaK OH pa3roBapuBaj ¢ iMmepaTopoM. Prillaps, Ka3anoch, COOMpancs
ero OTYMUTaTh, HO MMmepaTop Hukomnai MomgHsI PyKy, YTOOR OCTAHOBHUTH €T0.



— Te1 cnwiman, 9T0 cKa3an Mapkyc, Hepon me MyHacTtepuo, - ckadan MMnepatop Hukonaii.
"Mapkyc" 6611 KoponeBcKuM BpauoM, KOTOPHIM 3a60TUIICS 0 HEM. — 3aKIMHaHUE, KOTOPOe ObII0
nIpuMeHeHO K Tebe, 661710 gpeBHUM. OHO HACTOJILKO OIIACHO, YTO fAaxe MapKyc He CMOT Obl UCLETTUTh
Tebsi. ENMHCTBEHHBIN YeI0BEK, KOTOPHIM MOXKeT cracTu Tebs, - 910 CBsaToii. Ho CBsaTOM He
II03BOJIEHO IOKUAATh XpaM ACTeJIo, TaK YTO UMEHHO THI JO/IKEH IIPUUTHU K HEMY.

OH yIUBIEHHO TTOTHSIT OPOBb.

— Ecnu TH yMpemb ceityac, To 6pocurib Heomy me MyHnactepuo. Tl x04elib, YTOO 3TO
IIPOU30IIIIO?

KoneuHo, HeT.

Ho Bcé xe...

— Pa3Be g He Mory B34Th ¢ c060#t Heomy? - B oTyasinuu cupocuit oH. — Ecnu 910 Xpam Ero
CBsTEHINEeCcTBa, TO pa3Be OH He Oe3omaceH st Hac? B KoHIle KOHIOB, CBATHIE PHITapu 3alUINai0T
I[EPKOBE.

— He roBopu raymocreit, - moxypun ero UmnepaTtop. — CBSITOM He O3BOJIUAI OBl KOMY OBI TO HU
OBLIO CTYNIUTH Ha €T0 XpaM 0e3 yBaKUTEeTbHOM IPUYuHEL. [laxke eciiv Mbl IMIepaTopcKasi CeMbs,
KOTOpas IpaBUT Bcer VMriepueit, y Hac HeT GOJIbILION BIaCTH Hafl LIepKOBbI0. HaM gaxe HyKHO
paspemrerne CBATOTO, Ipexkae YeM MBI BOMIEM B BambMeHTO.

BanbMeHTO - Tak Ha3bBajach "CBaTas 3eMid” - MaJleHbKasl CTpaHa, roe Kuil CBSATOM.

XoTs BanbMeHTO HaXOOUJICS Ha TeppUTopuu MMmnepun MyHacTepHOH, OH BCE elé GyHKIIMOHUPOBAIl
KaK OTJ[leJibHas cTpaHa. I1o cioBaM ero yuuTenss uCTopuu, MMmepaTtopckasi ceMbs He MOTJia
IPUKOCHYThLCSA HU K CBATOMY, HU K LIEPKBH, IOTOMY 4TO Y CBSITOTO ObINIa IOAAEPKKa HApofa.

Bornee Bcero cuutanmock, uTo CBSITOM 06/1afaeT ClIoCOOHOCTHIO pa3roBapuBaTh ¢ boramu. CUuTanocCs,
YTO pa3rHeBaTh CBSITOI0 PAaBHOCHUIIBHO TOMY, YTOOB HaBleuhb Ha ce0s rHEB Hebec.

— Heyxenu Heome [elCTBUTENIBHO HY2KHO IIPUTBOPATHCS MHOU? - C TOPEYb0 cripocusl HepoH.
— Tebe HameBaTh Ha MOIO CeCTPy-Onu3Hela. 4 yBepeH, 4TO TH CHle/Iaelllb TOJIbKO CaMblii MUHUMYM,
YTOOBI 3AIIUTUTE €€,

— OT0 HempaBHa, - Bo3pa3uin MmmnepaTop Hukomnaii. — Kak Tonbko Heoma 3aiiMeT TBOE MeCTO,
Oymy oOpalaThCs C Hel Tak XKe, KakK CO CBOMM HacCJIeMHUKOM. f maMm el camylo JIy4IIyio 3alluTy,
KaKyIo TOJIbKO cMory. Ecnu g 3Toro He chenalo, Bpard IOUMYT, YTO OHa IIPOCTO IIPUTBOPSIETCS TOOOM.

— 9710 cpaboTaeT? - C COMHEHUEM CIIPOCUI OH. — B JIyHHOM [[BOpIIe OBIIM IIMHUOHBL. JTO 3HAYUT, YTO
3a mpefenaMu [IBoplia ecTh JIIOAH, KOTOPHIE 3HAIOT, YTO Y MEHS €CTh CecTpa-0Iu3Hell.



— 1 pa3bepych C HUMHU, - yBepEHHO cKa3an otell. — O cnyrax B JIyHHOM [[BOpIIe, 3a UCKIIIOUEHUEM
Anvdena u Ctedanu, yxe 103a60THUIIUCE.

9710 03Hauasno, 4To GefHble CIyTH ObLUIM YOUTEL, 3a UCKIIIOYEHUEM CTapIlero JBOPELKOro U cTapliei
TOPHUYHOM.

[HeoMa He mojKHa 3HATH 00 3TOM. ]

— Illupokas ny6nuka He 3HaET, 4YTO ¥ Tebs ecTh cecTpa-Onu3Hel, - cka3an MMmeparop. — Korpma BhI
ponunuck, my6irke OBI7I0 00BSIBIEHO TOMBKO 0 poxkaeHuu [Ipunna. [laxe BHyTpH [IBOpIA, €CTh
TOJIBKO HECKOJIBKO YeJIOBEK, KOTOphIe 3HAET O CyL[eCTBOBaHUY HeoMbl. MBI CMOXKEM 3TO IPOBEPHYTh.

YecCTHO TOBODPA, €My HE XO0TEJIOCh COTJIalllaThCA C OTIIOM.

Ho ceftuac y Hero He ObLI0 cuJT 3aUTUTh HeoMy. Kak oH MOr cfenaTh 3TO, KOT[la OH Me[IJIEHHO THHUJTT
u3nyTpu? OH HoJKeH OblT OBICTPO UCIETUTHCS, €CIIU XOTEJl HeMeJJIEHHO BEPHYTHCS K CBOEH
OparoleHHOM CecTpe.

— ¢ mowny B XpaM, - TBEpHO CKa3as oH. — Hamerocs, 4To Th Oymelh 3alluIaTh MO CECTPY-
OnMu3Hena OOJIXKHEIM 00pa30M, HHAYe...

— A uHaue 4T0? - yXMBUIbHYJICS MMnepaTop. — Tl coOupaemibes yOuTh MeHsS?

— Her, - cepbé3no orBetun Hepon. — Ecimu Heoma yMpET mo Moero Bo3BpalleHus, s yobio ce0st,
yTOOBI ITOCTIENOBATh 3@ Hel, Kyfa Obl OHa HU OTIIPABUJIACH ITOCJIE CMEPTH.

Wmnepatop Hukomnait ObLT MOTPSICEH €r0 yrpo3oi. Ho B KOHIIE KOHIIOB OH YXMBUIBHYJICS, KaK OyATO
ero 3a6aBIsio TO, YTO OH CKa3all.

— ¢ He MOTy NT03BOJIUTL CBOEMY HACTIEOHUKY MOKOHYUTEL C COO0H, BEPHO?
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Heoma HECKOJIBKO pa3 MOPTHYJA, YTOOH yOEOUTHCS, YTO 3TO HE COH.

Ho ckonbKo 6B OHa HU MOprajia, MajabyuK, OCENJIaBIINY €€, HUKyLa He uc4e3all.

[KTO, 4EPT BO3bMHU, 3TOT UyBakK?]

"UyBak", 0 KOTOPOM IIJIa peyb, OB CUMIIAQTUYHEIM MOJIOIEIM ITAPHEM JIeT BOCBMU WJIM CTapIie. Y
Hero OB cepebpHCThIe BOJIOCH M 30JIOTHCTHIE Tya3a. Ero koxa Orvlta 61emgHa.



On BEITJIAOEN CJIMIIKOM KPaCHUBEIM, HO BCE K€ OHa He MOTJIa JOBEPSATE HUKOMY B 3TOM JZ[Bopue.

[ToaTOoMy OHa cfienana TO, YTO HOJIKHA HejlaTh JeBOYKa, KOTHa MPOCHITIAeTCs B ITOCTENH, OCEIaHHAs
He3HaKOMIIeM: OHa yOapuiia ero B JKHUBOT.

Manb4yuK OTIEeTeN U YOAPHUICS CIHHOMK O CTEHY.

Y, 4épT BO3bMHU, YaCTh CTEHHI, KOTOpAS I0Iajia Iof eé ynap, Oblyia pa3pyileHa. Ero Teno coenaHo us
CTaJIX WIIK YTO-TO B 3TOM pofe?

Eé rmasa pacImmpuianuch OT II0Ka.

— KTo0 THI, 4€pPT BO3bMHU, TAKOM, MaTbYUK?

— JleBo4YKa, - MOHOTOHHO ITPOM3HEC CTPAHHBIM KPAaCUBLIM MaJlbuMK. 3aTeM OH yKa3all Ha Hee
IJIMHHBIM ¥ TOHKUM nasnblieM. — [IpunIiecca, a He [IpuHII.
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