Heoma ouHymach B 6ej10i KOMHaTe.

Her, npaBunbHee Ob1JI0 ObI CKa3aTh, YTO OHA HAaXOAUIIAaCh BHYTPU TMTAHTCKOTO Ky0a, U BCe €ro
CTOPOHEI ObiTu 6enbiMU. OHa CTOSIJIa B IIEHTPE, JIULIOM K JIAIY C TEHBIO YEPHOTO 3BePs, KOTOPHIN OBIT
IIOX0K Ha ApakKoHa. Hy, oH Obls 60/bIlle TTOX0XK Ha [eTEHbIIa ApaKoHa, TIOTOMY YTO OBIJT I
HEMHOTO BHIIIIE €€.

[Ho... onpakon? Kakoe knuine! f xouy gero-to 6oyee Bonme6HOro! ]

— Marnenrkas ne MyHacTepuo, ga? - HaCMEIIBO IPOU3HEeCTIa TeHb IPaKOHA ITy00KUM,
YI'POKAIOIIUM TOJIOCOM.

— {1 He oXwupan, 4To TH NPOOYOUIILECS B TAKOM I0HOM BO3pacTe. Bompoc B TOM... CMOXKeIb JIU TH CO
MHOU CIIPaBUTHLCH?

Ero onuHHBEIA 3MEeVHBIY Pa30BOEHHBIN A3bIK BEICYHYJICS U3 OTPOMHOM ITACTHU U IIEBEJIbHYJICS, KaK
OyITO 3TO [OMXKHO OBIJIO €€ UCIIYTaTh.

— Ecnu TH He CIIPDABUIOILCS, s Cb€M TBOIO OYIITY.

[XM-M... kak HepoH crpaBuics co cBoeil Aymou 3Beps?]

[Tpenmosnaranochk, 4TO B KaxkaoM ae MyHacTepuo ecTs "[yima 3Beps". OHa OblyTa UX CTpaXkKeM, HO He
KaK[Iblif MOT BBI3BATh MJIU UCIIOIH30BaTh €€ cuty. CornacHo nerenpgam, [yimu 3Bepen ObIn
pa3bopuuBH B BEIOOpPEe CcBOUX X03s5€B. To, 4TO OHa Oblyia le MyHacTepro, He 03Hayaso, YTO 3Ta TeHb
YEpHOT0 ApaKoHa Oy[eT CIyXKUTh el.

Ho B nmpormoit xku3uu, Korga HepoH mpoOyausics, oH CMOT YIIpaBisTh cBoei [y1ioi 3Bepsi, KOTOPBIN
IIPUIIEN K HEMY B BUfe TeHU BonKa. K cuacThio, HepoH pacckasan MnepaTopy, Kak eMy yaaaoch
ynpaBuTcs ¢ [lymon 3Beps.

Y, K cyacTblo, OHa BCE ellé MMOMHUIIA, YTO CKa3all Toraa Hep0H.

Kazxpmas meTanab ero pa3roBopa 3acTpsijia y Heé B TOJI0Be, IOTOMY YTO B CBOEH IIEPBOM XKU3HU OHA
TIBITANIaCh BEI3BATH [IyIny 3Bepsi. K coxkaneHuio, OH He BHSI €€ IPU3kIBY. MOXKET OHITh, TOTOMY, YTO
TOorma oHa ObIjla CIIa00BOILHOM.

[Ho Temepd y MeHs eCTh He0OX0omuMast MOTHBALIHS. ]

Heoma xpycTHYy/a KOCTSIIKaM{A CBOMX MaJleHbKUX PYK, MEJIEHHO XPYCTHYJIa T'0JI0BOM, TTI0BOpadYuBas
€l U3 CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY.



— Oii, cTucHM 3y0HI, - CKa3alla OHa. — M HUKaKux o0uM, IagHo?

IIpakoH, XOTS ¥ He UMeJI JIUIA, T0X0XKe, OB CMYIIEH.

OHa BOCIIONTb30Bazach ITUM MOMEHTOM, YTOORI MO0EXKATh K HEMY TakK OBICTPO, KaK TOJIBKO ITO3BOJISIIN
€€ KOPOTKHe HOTH. 3aTeM OHa MOJHSJIa CBOM KPOILIEYHBIM KyIadyoK U ylapuia ApakoHa B TO, YTO
BHITJISIAEIIO Kak ero ropio. OHa fyMaia, 4To e€ KyJlaK IIPOPBETCS CKBO3b HETO, HO, K CYACThIO, OHA
yaapuiack 0 TBEPHOE TEJO.

M KaK TOJIbKO KOCTSIIKH e€ MasbIlleB COeMUHUINACH C TOPJIOM TeHH, €€ yaap OTIIPaBHI JPaKOHa B
TIOJIET, TOKA TOT HE yOapHIICsS o 6esyio cTeHy. Yaap OblI JOCTAaTOYHO CUIIBHBEIM, YTOOR Ha
cTeHe o6pa3oBanach TPeIIrHa.

Heoma II0ayJia Ha KyJIaK, CJIOBHO 3aJHupa, KOTOpOI;I OHa ce0s1 cuuTana.

— ¢ 3mech ry1aBHAs, IOHSII?

Cormnacuo crmoBaM Hepona, [Iyim 3Beps oO0uTanu BHYTPU UX OYII.

9T0 03Hayaso, 4yTo "Kyb", B KOTOPOM OHa Haxoduiach, OB caMoM TTyO0KOM YacThio e€ mymu. U
X035MHOM €€ OyInu Obljla OHA, ¥ HUKTO U HUUYTO Apyroe. YToOw "mpupyunuTts” [yury 3Beps, BCE, YTO
el Hy2KHO OBIJI0, - 9TO B3ATh €T0 IO KOHTPOJb. EC/iv OHa IogyMaeT, 4TO OHA CUJIbHEE JPAKOHa,
3HAYUT, OHa OyHeT CUIbHEE €ro.

[Kopoue rosops, cuia BOJIM - 3TO MOE BCE. ]

B e€ npomno xu3uu HepoH ckasaj, YTO OH U30UJI BOMIKA A0 MOJyCMEPTH, IT0Ka TOT He IPU3HAJ eT0
"xo3ssuHOM".

[Moii 6paT-Onu3Hel] TakKo! KeCTOKHUH. |

Hy, oHa ToXe He U3 TeX, KTO YMeeT I'OBOPUTS.

[UépT, mox0kKe HAcuIue TEUET B HAIIIUX BEHaX.]

— Dii! - moxaoBaJCs OPakoH, IOOHUMASACH C [10J1a. — ThHl yaapuia MeHd II0 TOpJly, MajleHbKas
cyuyka!

[Ax, ma.]

HepOH TaKZXe CKa3all, 4YTO uxX lema 3BEPA UMEET Ty XK€ JINYHOCTh, UYTO U XO34HH.



[V MeHSs IpsI3HBINA POT, TAK YTO y 3TOTO MaJIeHbKOT'0 T'OBHIOKA TOXKeE, f1a?]

— Cnymma#, TH, TeHb-yOIIOMOK, - CKa3ana HeoMa, CHOBa XpyCTHYB KOCTSIIIKaMu IajiblieB. — MHe He
HYKeH [IpakoH. f xouy enuHopora!

Boxe, moxoxke, e€ yMCTBEeHHBIY BO3pPacT CHOBa CTaJl feTCKUM!
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— IIpuBeTCTBYIO €AMHCTBEHHYIO NyHY VMIepuu, - XopoM IpousHecu ciayru. — [[o6po moxkanoBaThk B
Jlyunwii1 [1Bopen, Bame Benudectso.

Hukomnaii He oOpalliai BHUMaHUS Ha TOPHUYHBIX, TBOPELKUX ¥ KOPOJIEBCKUX IBapHeHIEB, KOTOPHIE
IIPUBETCTBOBAIM €T0, KOTHa OH MpuObUT B 06eeHHbI 3ai [[Bopia. OH IPOIIENT MUMO HUX U
HaIpaBUJICA IPSIMO K CBOUM AeTsaM. KoHeuHo, ['TIeHH €N 3a HUM II0 TISTaM.

[TpuHI] CTOST PSAKOM C IPUHIIECCOM, KOTOPas CUAeNa Ha CTyJle, IOYTH Oe3KU3HEeHHas.

Y meBouku OBIIM AJIMHHBIE MTJTATHHOBO-0EJIbIe BOJIOCH ¥ KPACHHIE T'1a3a.

[KpacHrle ra3a - CUMBOJI Tpo0yXKaeHus fne MyHacTepuo.]

— IIpuBeTcTBy!O Bac, Baiie BenuuecTBo, - TOpKeCTBEHHO IIpuBeTCTBOBa ero Hepos. O, oH Mor
TOBOPUTD, He 3auKasiCch. PeOEHOK [laxKe He UCITyTajCs ero MpuUcyTCTBUs. Y camoe riaBHOe, OH MOT
CMOTPETh €My IIPSIMO B T'J1a3a, HE APO3Ka OT CTpaXa. — Bh 371ech, 4YTOOH IIOMOYb MO€EM cecTpe?

[py6o.]

YTo XK, 3TO TOXKe IIPU3HAK TOT0, YTO OH e MyHacTepuo, TaK YTO OH He BO3paxKal.

OH He XOTeJ 3TOT0 IPU3HABaTh, HO, CMOTPs Ha HepoHa, oH BcrioMHUT cebs B ero Bo3pacTe. OHH
ObLTH TOXO0KHM. [lazke OCTPBIM B3TJISI UX TIa3 OB CX0XK.

[Xex.]

— K coxarnenuto, y MeHsI HET BO3MOXKHOCTH OCTaHOBUTHL Tpo0yxkmeHue KopomeBckoi [TpuHIleCCH, -
cka3an Huxona#t chiny. — Takoe paHHee NMpoOykKaoeHre MOXKeT OBITh BEI3BAHO TOJIBKO OBYMS
IpuYUHaMu. Bo-TIepBHIX, Thl MOXKeIIb IPOOYAUTHCS, €CIIU TH JOCTAaTOYHO XOPOIII, YTOOH! BEI3BaTh
cBoio [lyiry 3Bepsi. Bo-BTOPHIX, TH MOXKeIllb MTPOOYAUTHCS, ECIIM TBOSI KHU3Hb IIOJIBEPTIACh OMTACHOCTH.
Kak ThHI mymaels, 9YTO BRI3BAJIO MPo0yxkaeHue [IpuHIIecch?



— Ckopee BCero, TocienHee, - OTBETHIT ChIH. — [ToBap mpoBepus eny HeoMel 1 00HAPYKUI ST B
coyce mJisi cTelKa. 4 yzKe IMOMPOCHIT CTPaXKHUKOB CXBATUTh BCEX, KTO TPUCYTCTBOBAII ITPH
IIPUTOTOBJIEHUY HaIlel egsl. KpoMe TOro, CTpaXKHUKHU IIPECIeJOBaId OOHY CITy2KaHKY, KOTOpast
yOexkaja, KOrha IIPUHIeCCa IPUIIUIa B TAKOE COCTOSTHUE.

Hukomnaii OB MOpaXKeEH.

OH crblIIa, 4To ero ChIH OB IIpUiekeH U yBaxKaeM ciyraMu. Ho oH He 0XKupas, 4To OH Oy#eT
TaKMM YMHBIM U 0071afiaiomiuM OOJIBIINMU JTUAEPCKUMHU KaueCcTBaMH.

[MHTEepecHO, KaK OH 3aCTaBUJI CIIYT B 3TOM [[BOpIlE TOBUHOBATHCS eMy?]

— Koponesckas IIpuHilecca, BO3MOXKHO, BCTpeTua [Iyury 3Bepsi BHyTpH cels, - 00bsacHuI Hukomaii
[TpunIy. — BygeM HafeAaThCs, YTO TBOSI CeCTpa-OIu3Hel] IPUPYYUT 3BepsI, TOTOMY 4YTO €C/IH HET...

— To uT0? - mpousHéc IIpuHI, cuenas may3y. — Yto 6ymet ¢ HeoMmoii, ecnu eit He yoacTcst
IpUupy4uTsh Hy1ny 3Beps?

— 3Bepb CHECT e€ mymy, - cka3as oH KoponesckoMy [IpuHIly, KOTOPEIN CBUPEIIO IIOCMOTPEIT Ha HETO.
OH yXMBUIBHYJICS, YBUIEB PEaKINio ChiHa. — TBOs OegHas cecTpa-0KU3Hel YMPET, eClIU 3TO
CITyYHUTCS.

Kak TonbKO OH 3TO CKa3arll, KOpOJ’[eBCKaH HpI/IHI.IeCCEl BHE3AIIHO 3aKallJIAJIaChk KPOBEIO.

[TpuHI BEITISAIEN MIOTPSICEHHBIM, KOTIa YBUMEII, UTO CIIYYUIIOCH C eT0 CecTpoii-6mu3nerioM. TpeBora
YHTaJIach Ha €ro JINIlE, TOKA OH ITHITAJICS BEITEPETh KPOBh CO pTa [IpUHITECCHL.

— Heoma...

On TIOBEPHYJICA K HEMY C OTHaAHHBEIM BBEIDAKE€HHUEM Ha JIUIIE.

— Barirre Benn4ecTBo, CKaXkuUTe MHE, YTO 5T HOJKEH CeJIaTh, YTOOHI CIIaCTH MO0 CECTPY-OIu3Hena.

— Tebe HUYETO He 0CTAETCS, KakK XKaTh, - CTPOTo cKa3an Hukomali. — 3To OMTBa, KOTOPYIO
[TpuHIlECCa MOIKHA IPEomoiIeTh cama. [ToueMy O Tebe TPOCTO HE JOBEPUTHCS CBOEH MIafIIei
cectpe?

— HeoMa He MOXeT cpaxaThCs, - CKa3anl HepoH pacCTpOeHHBIM rojIocoM. — Mos Miafiias cecTpa -
MUJIBIA MaJleHbKUU aHTeJl, KOTOPhIM He MOXKeT YOUTh laxke HaCeKOMOoe.
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— Cpoxum, ckotuHa! CooxHu! - 3akpudana Heoma, ymapuB gpakoHa Ky/TakoM B JTUI0. — 1 He
nepecTany 6uTh Tebs1, TOKa THl HE CHAIIbCs!

YecTtHo roBopsi, Heoma Onlyta Tak ke n30uTa, Kak ¥ IpaKoH. 3Bepb Halla/ll Ha HE€ HEKOTOPOe BpeMs
Ha3a U LIIENHYN e€ K YEPTOBOM MaTepu cBoUM xBocToM. Ho oHa He oOpaiiajia BHUMaHUs Ha 60/1b U
COTIPOTUBIISIIIACh U30 BCEX CUJL.

Temeps OHa cupesia BEPXOM Ha TEHEBOM APaKOHEe, HAHOCS eMY CUJIbHBEIE yaaps. HecMoTps Ha TO, 4TO
OHa Obl/Ta KpOIIIEYHOM, € cula Kak fie MyHacTepuo He Obljia IIyTKOM.

— 4 cparocs! - 3akpuyan gpakoH. — f1 mpu3Hai Tebs cBouM x03siuHOM, HeoMma me MyHacTepuo!

Heoma ocTaHOBUIa Ky/laK B BO3[IyXe. 3aTeM OHa MUJIO Y/ILIOHYJIACh APAKOHY.

— Torpga TH MOXKelIb CAENaTh TO, YTO S X04y?

— [Tali MHe HEMHOTO BpeMeHH, IIpexkie YeM S IIPeBpallyCch B eMUHOPOra, - CKa3all B OTYasIHUU
npakoH. — [Ipoia€ET BpeMs, Ipexkae 4eM I CMOTY IIPUHATE ApyTyio popMy. OcobeHHO Teneps, KOTAa
MOSI SHEPT'HS UCTOIIUIACh IIOCTIe TOTO, KakK Thl n30uia MeHs 00 MoTycMepTH!

— Tsl He momKeH OB YTPOKATh MHE C CAMOT'0 Hayaja, - BO3pa3wia OHa. — ¢ 94yBCTBOBAJIA, YTO MOS
JKU3Hb B ONTQCHOCTH, TI09TOMY MHE IIPUIUIOCH IPUOErHyTh K caM00O0opoHe.

— Huxepa cebe camoo6opona! - moxkasosasnack [yia 3Beps. — JJaBail TOroBOPUM, KOra s
BOCCTAHOBJIIO CBOX CHJIBL. A IOKa [aBai IOIPOL[aeMCs.

OH IUIEHYJ XBOCTOM II0 CTEHE.

— VBuUguMcs mo3xe, xo3saika Heoma.

[Tpexne yeM Heoma yciena OTBETUTD, TEIJIBIA CBET OXBATHUII €€ TeJI0, U CIeAyIollee, YTO OHA
TIOMHHUJIA, - KaKasi-TO CHJIa MOTSHYIa eé BHUS.
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Heoma dXHyJIa II0CJIe TOro, KaK IMO4YyBCTBOBaJlla 00/Ib B KHUBOTE.

— Heoma!

Korpa oHa OTKpbhIia rinasa, TO yBUfeEJa BCTpeBOKeHHOe U0 HepoHa. OHa X0Tesa 3aBEPUTh CBOETO
OpaTa-01mM3Hella, YTO C Hell BCE B nmopspake. Ho eé BHUMaHMe IPUBIIEK BHICOKUY KPaCHUBHIM MYyXK4UHA,



CTOSIBIINY MT03agu HepoHa.

[TnaTuHOBO-0€/IbIe BOJIOCH], CBETIIO-TIeTIEeNIbHO-CePhIe TJ1a3a, KOTOPhIe BHITJISIENH II0YTH Kak cepedpo,
OremgHast KOXa U HEBEPOSITHO KPAacUBOE JIUTIO.

Ona rpoMKoO axHyIa.

[MmnepaTop Hukonau e Mynactepuo!]

Eé oTel-1oqoHOK.

YecTHO TOBOPS, B MPOIIION XKHU3HY OHA HeHaBuaena MmmepaTopa.

Ilaxe ceifyac OHa ellé He [0 KOHIIA IPOCTHUJIA €T0 3a TO, YTO OH Opocut eé. Eif xoTenocs o6pyraTsb
ero ¥ Hakpu4aTb. HO OHa cHepaKasach, IOTOMY YTO 3HaJa, YTO BHIXO[ HaPyXKy HUYEro He PEeLIuT.

[ToaToMy OHa MPOTJIOTHUIIA CBOM THEB M YIHIOHYIACh KPACUBOMY IIOMOHKY.

— [Tama! - ckazana HeoMa TakuM CjlafKuM I'OJIOCOM, YTO €€ 4yTh He CTOWHMUIIO0. OHa BCTana co
CTyJa, He oOpalfas BHUMaHUs Ha OpaTta, u mobexkana K MiMmepaTopy. 3aTeM oHa NpuUXKasach K ero
HOTe, TTIAAS Ha HeTro IeHIYbUMHU TJla3aMu. — ThI 37iech, 4TOOH B39Th Heomy ¢ coboli, nama?

Korga MMmneparop Hukonait npunomHsit ogHy 6poBb, Heoma mo4yBCTBOBasIa, YTO €M XOUETCS
yoapuTh ce0si 1o Topy.

["TTama", Tel mebumn!]
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