I'nmasa 30: IIpuspak B TeHu CuIbHOE 3JI0BOHME CMEPTH 11O OT THUJIOTO nulia AHgpe. OT IULo, Ha
KoTOpoM JII0CkeH BCe ellle MOT BUAETh CTPax ¥ 60Jib, UCIIBITAHHYIO ITepell CMEPTHIO. - BaHouTE AapoH
OEUCTBYIOT CTPAHHO B IIOCIIEJHEE BpeMsd... ITO KaK-TO CBA3aHO CO CMepThio AHfpe? - JItoChbeH
noHSATUS He uMell. OOepHYB PYKY TPANKoM, JIIOCkeH OTTONKHYI Telo AHApe oOpaTHO B Boxmy. Ha aToT
pas TeJso He 3alleNUIIOCh 3a XKeJe3HyI0 ceTKy. OHO OBIJI0O CMBITO IIPSIMO B PeKy benem u ucyesno.
JItocbeH BCTall U OTIIPABUIICS Ha ITOBEPXHOCTD, HO, YTOOH M30€XKaTh HUIIUX, OH HE IIOIIeN TeM XKe
nyTteM. Cnenysa KapTe, KOTOPYI0 OH HApXCOBaJl B CBOeH IyXOBHOU OMOIMOTEKE, OH HAPaBUJICI B
IPyroM HalpaBJIeHWH IPUMEPHO B ABAAIIATH MEeTpax OT TOTO MeCTa, rae coOpanuck Hulme. Eciu
KapTa Obljla MpaBUIbHOM, JIIOCheH IPONIET MUMO Pa3BajuH KOMHATEI BeIbMEI 1 BEPHETCS Ha 3eMJTIO
M3 TOTO XKe BXO[ia, Yepe3 KOTOPHIM OH CITYCTUIICS paHblIe. B HECKONIBKUX MeTpax OT yria JIIockeH
YCIBIIIAI TPDOMKHE IMIard ¥ PEe3K0 OCTAaHOBHUIICA. larn T'POMKO 1 SCHO OT3EIBAJINCH 3XOM B
KaHanIu3aluu. ITo OBIJI0 II0X0Ke Ha TO, YTO €T0 CTPEMUTEILHO OKPY2Kajlo MHOXKECTBO JII0fel, U
HEKOTOphIe U3 HUX MOJIKHEI OBITh IOBOJILHO KPYIHEIMHU. JIIOChEeH CIIOKOMHO OTJIsiAesncs. Bckope oH
00HAPYKHUJI, YTO B CTEHE €CTh ObIPA, JOCTATOYHO OOJIbINasi, YTOORI KTO-TO MOT TaM CIIPSITAThCS.
JIIOCBEH CIIPSATANICA B 3TOU IMe, IPUCJIOHUBIIUCEH CIIMHOU K cTeHe. CIIyCTsI HEKOTOpPOe BpeMs 3TU
JIIOAY TIPOIIIM MUMO Hero, 000THYB yTroJl Ha HECKOJIBKO IIaroB BIieper. M3-3a TeMHOTH 6e3
TIATEIbHOM ITPOBEPKM OHM He MOTJIM 3aMETHUTh, UTO JIIOChEH MPSUETCS PSOoM. - BpockTe 9T Tena B
peky. IToToponucs, - royoc y 4yenoBeka Obls1 HU3KUM. OIHAKO OH TOBOPUJI HEBHATHO, CJIOBHO Y HETO
He ObUIO TepenHux 3y60B. JII0CheHY IT0Ka3al0Ch, YTO OH PaHbIIle THe-TO CIIbIIIAJ 3TOT I'0JI0C, HO He
MOT BCIIOMHHUTE, T'Hie. - [Iouemy Tak monro? I[loMHUTE, HENNb35T UCIIOPTUTDH BECH IIJIAH - 9TOT T'OJIOC
IIpHHAafexal CTapuky. [Tocie HeCKOMbKUX CEKyHI MOTYaHMUs II€PBLIYA YeJI0BEK OTBETHUII C
HeOOJIbIINM CTpaxoM. - U3BuHUTE ... Ho BCero mecsaTh oHEW, MbI 00elllaeM, 4TO 3TOTO OymeT
IOCTaTOYHO... 110001 IeHOMH, KaK cKa3asl AapoH. AapoH ... Po3an Aapon? Teneps JIlocheH HaKOHEI]
y3HaJ IepBhIH To10Cc. ITO ObUT [I7KEKCOH, ITapeHb, KOTOPHIM Pa3rpoMuil XuxXuHy JIloChbeHa, U TaKXKe
n3-3a JltocbeHa, [[2)KEeKCOH He MOT Teleph AaXxe YeTKO TOBOPUTh. M3 ux pa3roBopos, JItocbeH
IIPEeoJIoXuI, 4To OaHma AapoHa Oblyla He XXepPTBAaMH epecH, a IOCOOHUKAMHU, ¥, BEePOSITHO, AHIOpe
ObLT yOUT U3-3a ero HemocayinaHus. ['00c cTapuka OblI 04eHb HEIPUATHLIM. - [ToXkKanyicTa, CKaxku
MUCTePY AapoHY ... ¥ APYTOMYy IIapHIO, YTO O TeX II0p, IT0OKa Bl He XKaJjieeTe CUj, YTOOH TOMOYb HaM,
BhI Oy7ieTe IIepo Bo3HArpaXKAeHH. f 3Hal0, UTO B TBOMX I'JIa3aX S BCETO JIUIIb YMUPAIOIIUH,
0ecroyie3HbI CTAPHUK, 9TO IIPaBaa, HO M IIPOCTO KPOIIIeYHEIe YepPBU Ha 3eMie. Hamu CBSAIeHHUKY
yXKe OOCTaTOYHO CUJIbHHI, YTOOHI M0OeUTh UX enuckona. Ham He HyXHa Oblyia OB TBOSI IIOMOIIIb, €CIIH
OBl 3TO He OBIJIO M1 OANEPKAHUS 3TOMH... LITYKY - 4 mepenam, - HeOBOJILHO OTBETHUTT [[2KeKCOoH - Ho
... [I2KE€KCOH, 5 He yMaio, YTO MBI CMOXK€eM YO OBJIETBOPUTH UX TPeOOBaHUA ... - pa3facs ellle OOuH
TOJI0C, TpOXKaIui: MBI OOJIXKHBI YOEOUTHCS, YTO 00 3TUX JIIOASX HUKTO He 3a00TUTCS, HUKTO UX HE
OymeT uckatb. be3moMHBIEe UIeaTbHO MMOOXOMST, HO MBI HE MOXKEeM HaWTH HUKOT'O 3[eCh, KPOMe ero
JIIOfeN... - ITO mpaBfaa, [I>KeKCcoH. CII0KHO HalTH NATHOECAT YeJIOBEK 3a AECATh QHEU - COTIaCuICs
KTO-TO. CTapuk paccMmesincs: «OcTanbHbIe HAXOOATCS Ha IHE PeKu beneM. Yronb B peKe O4HUCTUT UX
st Hac». - CKap, AapoH CcKa3all HaM ClieiaTh 9TO JTIF000H 11eHoM. MH He JOIKHE 003aTeTbHO
cocpefoTauyuBaThCs Ha 6e3MOMHBIX TapHaX. Ecnu oHu 06buHEIEe OegHSKY... AapOH pa3bepeTcs C
3THUM, - XOJI0OHas yNbIOKa MOosABUIach Ha nuile [[2KeKcoHa. - Y Te0s KT0-TO Ha npumerte, [IKeKCoH? -
Ckap OB HEMHOTO yOuBJIEH. - [la, €CTh, - MU0 [[KeKCOHa HAIOJHUIIOCH OTBpaImieHueM: OHU HOJIKHEBI
3aIlJIAaTUTE... IBa MaJIeHbKUX yOI0gKa U X ceMbu. JItocheH OBLI B 1I0Ke. Ero THEB pa3XKer ero
MyKecTBO. OH 3Has, 4TOo [I;)KeKCOH HeHaBUOUT UX, HO OH HUKOTa He AyMaJl, YTO I'0JIOBOPE3 MOXKET
OBITH HACTOIBKO KECTOKKUM U OecuesioBeYHBIM, YTOOH! IIIaHHPOBaTh yOUTH BCIO ceMbio! Ho, craBa
Bory, JliockeH OBIT 3meCh U y3HaN O IaHe [[xKeKCoHa. «f moJKeH pPemuTsh IpodieMy 31ech U
ceryac». [InaH youiicTBa X BCEX B KaHaIU3allMu BO3HUK B royoBe JItockeHa. OH He MOT ITO3BOJIUTh
VM BEPHYTBHCS Ha IIOBEPXHOCTh, HHA4Y€e OH HE CMOXKET 3alUTUTh CeMbI0 [[2K0Ha. JIIOCheH JOMKeH
youTh X Bcex. Torga JIIocbeH CMOXKeET paccKa3aTh [IJKOHY O epecH, ¥ HUKTO He Y3HAeT, YTO 37eCh
IIPOU30III0. MHOXKECTBO MBICIH OBICTPO IMIPOHECITIOCH YEPE3 eTr0 pa3yM. JIIoCheH MOTSHYIICS K
KapMaHy u y0eguics, 4To BCce BoJe0HEle MaTepuansl Ha MecTe. OCTOPOKHO, OH BBIJIE3 U3 MBI U
nofo1es K moBopoTy. Tam Obisio IeBATH 4emoBeK. Ho y JltockeHa He Ob10 BEIOOpa. OcTaBaThCa



CIIOKOMHBIM OBIJIO €70 CaMbIM BaXKHBEIM U MOIITHBIM OPYKHEM. ............ BpocuB nmocnegHuii MEIIoK B
Bomy, CKap CO CTPaxoM TKHYJI CYMKY IJIMHHBIM IIeCTOM. HecMOTpst Ha TO, YTO OHM ObITM OaHOUTAMH,
BBIPLIBATDH CEP/lla V KUBHIX JTI0fIeH ObIIO CIUIIKOM [JI HUX, OHUM TOXKe Bepusiu B bora VCTUHBI.
[ToaTOMY OHM MOJIUJIUCH, MBEICIIEHHO IIPOCS MPOLLIEHHU. - [[3KEKCOH, BCe CYMKU YIIJIBUIY, - IOTJISAIEB Ha
CTpaHHOTO cTapuka, CKap 0CTOPOXKHO crpocui: He mydie HaM yXe YUTH... { CIIbIILIAN, 9YTO B PEKe
BeneM MHOTO BOGHBEIX 30MOU. [[2KE€KCOH IIOBEPHYJICS K CTAPUKY: «ITO UMEET KaKOe-TO OTHOLIEHNE K
TeJlaM, KOTOPHIe MBI BRIOpocunu? PaHbllle g HUKOTIa He CHIBIIIAI 0 30MOu B peke». CTapuK Mmokaydar
roJioBoii: «Ham He HyKHbI HEIPUSTHOCTH, TI0OKA MBI HEJJOCTaTOYHO CUJIBHEI. AJIBTO OBIT TJITaBHBIM
TOPOMIOM IIPEeAbIAYIel UMIIEPUY Maruu. Bo3M0XKHO, KaKasi-TO CMepTesbHas cuila Oblyla 3ariedaTaHa
riny00KO BHYTPHU PEKH, U TEIeph IevaTh COpBaHa. - XOpollo, - Korpa [KeKcoH co0upascs YUTH CO
CBOMMH JIIOIbMY, OH YBUAEN UcyranHoe nuuo Ckapa. B 3TOT ke MOMeHT [[3KeKCOH yCIIbIIIan
CTPaHHBIN, HU3KUM T0JI0C, OPMOTABIINY B CIIUHY, CJIOBHO 3aK/IuHasd... B IBaAIlaT MeTpax OT HUX
CTOsI/Ta TEMHas YejoBeKonomoOHast TeHb. [1010BKMHa ero Tejla U jaulla ObITU CIIPSTAaHB B TEMHOTE. B
MeplLaHuU MXa TaWHCTBEHHAas TeHb Oblla elle 0ojlee CTPAHHOMU U myratoIel. - [1p ... [Ipuspak! - Ckap
3aKpuyajl BO BECb I'oyioc. [T0CKOIBKY OH y4acTBOBaJI BO BCEM 3TOM, €0 COBECTH BHI3bIBajla B HEM
CTpax, 4To JIIOU, KOTOPBIX OHU yOUIIH, BepHYTCA U OyayT MCTUTh. Kora oH 3aKpHIJ I'/1a3a, TeIbe U
KpOBaBHIE Cep/illa, KOTOPhle OHY BHIHYJIM U3 TPYAHBIX KJIETOK 3TUX JIIOAEeH, KOoraa Te ObIJIX ellle XKUBHI,
BCe ellle CTOSIIN y Hero nepeq ria3amMu. [laHndeckuil cTpax oxBaTUll ero. CKkap He MOT Jaxe
aBuraThCd. [Ipu3pak mOmHSI IIPaByIO PYKY, ¥ CKBO3b €r0 MajIbLbl IPOCHIIAJICA KaKOK-TO MepPLaIun
TIOPOINOK. [I?)KEeKCOH ¥ CTapUK Hayaiu 6exaTh, KaK TOIbKO YBUIENH MTPHU3pakK, HO BHE3AIIHO OHU
OKa3aJTKCh IIOTJIONUIEeHE! ITOJTHOM TeMHOTOM. MepIlaHue 0T Mxa uc4e3iio. TbMa OBICTPO
pacmnpocTpaHuiach, CJIOBHO IponuTas OyTHIIKA YepHUII, U HU KallJIi CBET He MOTJIO IPOHUKHYTH B
Hee. OHU HUYETO He BUAENHU. 3a UCKITI0YEeHNEeM CTapuKa, OCTaIbHbIE U3 HUX 0€3YMHO CXBAaTUIIMCh 3a
CBOM KMHXKaJIHI, TBITASICh yIepKaTh KPOBABOT'0 ITpH3paKa Ha paccTosHuu. KaHanmu3amus Obla y3KOH.
OHU TO ¥ [eno CIy4aliHO PaHUIY OPYT OpyTa, U HEKOTOPHE U3 HUX Kpudamnu oT 6onu. Ho cTpax u
IIaHWKa UM He 1oMoriid. TbMa, 3aKnuHaHue yueHuka. OHO MOTJIO 6JIOKMPOBATh BCE BUIEI
€CTeCTBEHHOTO CBeTa B 0071aCTH pa3MepOM IIeCTh Ha IIEeCTh METPOB, NTOTPyzKas BCE B MOIHYIO
TeMHOTY. Teneps, Oyoy4uu yueHUKOM, JIIoChbeH MOT IpofiepXkKaTh 3aK/IMHaHKE B TeUYeHNe OIHON
MUHYTHL - Bel upgnoTel! YcnokoiTecs! OCTaHOBUTECH! - XOTSI OH He 3HaJI HU OJHOTO 3aKJIMHAHUS,
CTapUK CJIbIIIaJ, KaK CBSALIEHHUKY YIIOMUHAIM O Pa3HbIX BUaX Maruy paHbIIe. - ... Au! - ogHaKo,
Ipexje 4YeM CTapUK IIpUKa3ajl 3T0, KWHXKas [[2KeKCoHa roIaparnai ero. YyTs 60/bllle 4eM 3a JecsTh
CEeKYH[] IBa IapH4 IIOJIy4YUJIU yaaphl OT Xa0OTUYECKUX aTakK KUHXKAJIOB U yIanu Ha 3eMiito. OcTanbHbEe
TOXKe OBIIM paHeHHl B Pa3HOU CTelleHU. [[OHUMbIEe Y2KaCHBIM cTpaxoM, CKap U ellle TpU MapHs
nmobexkasy Ha3ajl. B TeMHOTe [IBOe U3 HUX YIIaJIU B PEKY, CIIOBHO MEIIKU C TEJIOM, a CTapHK,
II>KeKCOH, elrle ogquH OaHOUT TOMYAJIMCh K TeHHU. B 3TO BpeMsi CHOBA pa3{aliCsi CTPAHHBIHM T'0JI0C,
IIPOU3HOCAIINN 3aKIMHaHUS.
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