MakcuH cYuTas, 9YTO BEPHO BHIOpAs paccTosiHueE U HanpapneHue. OH He 3Ha, rae ObIa [HOMIyIleHa
omubKa. ['ycToit 6ebIii TYMaH He TOJIbKO Melllajl BUTUMOCTH, HO U cOUBaJI C TOJIKY OPYTHUe ero
CEHCOPHI. MHOKECTBO MEICJIEY ITPOMEJILKHYJIO B €T'0 T0JIOBE, HO CTPaXx Iapajii30Bal ero; OH HUYEero
He MOT CHeJaTh U B KOHIIe KOHI[OB PYXHYJI B HECIIOKOWHOE MOp€e BHU3Y.

Y Hero He OBIIO CITOCOOHOCTH CO37]aBaTh OIIOPY B BO3AyXe, OH He MOT OPOCUTDH BHI30B I'PAaBUTAIIUU U
M3MEHUTHL HalpaBieHue B Bo3ayxe. OH ObIT 0OpeyeH.

Ho cmepTs He Obina TeM, 4ero oH 6osiyicst 6osblie Bcero. ETMHCTBEHHOE, 0 YeM OH ceilyac ayMall, —
3TO TOIITHOTBOPHAS YXMEBIJIKA 3€BCa, KOTMa OH MosBuicsa u3 Mops. CeKyHIy Ha3aj 3TO JIUI0 ObLI0
oM JIug CaHbLI3Io.

CKOpO OH TOXKe CTaHEeT TaKUM.

3a MTHOBEHUE [0 TOT0, KaK ero KOCHYJICS OKeaH, OH 3aKpuyaJl, u3[aB JONrul, 6eCCMBICTIEHHEIN
IIPOH3UTENIBHBIYA KPUK, COCTOSIINY TOJIBKO U3 CTpaxa. 3aTeM COBCEM PSANOM C HUM NIPO3Bydas PE3KUU
ronoc: "Kto 3mecs? TOT napeHs, KOTOPHIM IIIBIBET?

MakcuH He MOT CKa3aTb, KOMy IPHHALJIEXKUT I'0JI0C, IIOCKOJIBKY BCE, UTO OH CIIBIIAN, OBITIO0 3BYKOM
ero cepauebueHus U XypyaHue ero KpoBU. BHe3anHO OH IOYYBCTBOBAJI TOTYOK BOKPYT CBOEU I'PYAHU.
Y B crnemymomuii MUT OH IIOHSJI, YTO IlepecTall TafiaTh U Tellepb IapuT NIPUMEPHO B TPEX
CaHTHMeTpax B BO3[yXe HaJ MOPEM.

Pa3zouapoBaHHbIE U pa3THEBAHHBIE TEM, UTO HE CMOTJIU MTOXKPATh CBOIO IOOBIYY, KEIThIe TEHU
u3suBanuck U] 00 mope. OHU HE yIJIBUIM, & BMECTO 3TOT0 IaTPY/IUPOBaIH 110 OKPYyTe, CIIOBHO
BBIXKUMIAs CIEAYIOIIed BO3MOXKHOCTH. HEMHOTO o1reioMaeHHbI MaKCUH OITyCTHU TOJI0BY, YTOORI
BCTPETUTHLCS C TEM, UTO CIIACIIO €T0 OT HEMUHYeMoi rubesiu. ITo OBIJI0 MSICUCTOE KPacHOe Iymasblie,
KOTOPOE HAIlOMUHAJIO IIyIaJiblly TUTAHTCKOI'0 OCBMUHOTA.

TyT MSCUCTBIN YCUK CTaJl CMaThIBaThCA. [IpOpPBaBIINCH CKBO3b TyMaH, MaKCHH IIpeXe BCETO YBULET
1aTdOpPMy, a 3aTEM YEPBS U3 MIJIOTH, KOTOPOTO OH HUKOT/Ia He JyMaJl BUEeTh BHOBb C TAaKOH
PamocCThio.

- OnacHeHbKO OBIIO! - IPOIIHUIEN YePBb U3 IJIOTU. - UTO THI 10j1e3 B Mope? CMepThio 3aX0Ten?

MakcuHOBO ceppre 6unoch, KaK KOHb Ha BOJIBHOM II0JIe, BeOb OH TOJIKO YTO YBEPHYJICS OT cMepTHu. C
1100eJIeBIINM JIUIIOM, He IIPePhIBasi, OH CIIyIIaj, KaK 4epBb U3 IJIOTH IIPOMOJIZKaJI 3710PafiCTBOBATD. -
[Topagy#ics, 4To peakius y MeHs1 ObICTPast, U S CyMeJl OTOEIUTH TBOM T'OJI0C OT MPOYUX. A TO YK OBIT
Obl MEPTBEYMHOM.

CoyJICKH He mpUBUpaa: peakuus y Hee Oblyla JeWCTBUTENIbHO OTMeHHas1. He ycmera oHa TOTOBOPHUTE,
KaK TIOHSJIA, YTO HYXKHO fesiaTh. [I03TOMy, He Tepsisi HM CEKYH/bI, BRHIOPOCHIIA YCUK U 3aapKaHUIIa
Maxkcuna.

«ITouemy... [Touemy THI 30ech?» YaB Ha KOjeHH, MaKCHH IOYyBCTBOBAJI, KakK rOpAT €ro JIETKUeE.
«3T0 THL... iHAue, KaK TH ¥ CKa3asa, 51 Okl yKe OBIIT MEPTB».

Ecnu oH mpaBuibHO moMHUT, COyIbCKH JOJIKHA Oblzia OBITH OUeHb HajIeKo OT Hero. YTo ke OHa 3[ecCh
oenana’?

«MHe cTouT 3amgath Tebe 3TOT Borpoc, — CoynbCKH yOpasia CBOE IIymnasnblle, BO3BPAIIAsiCh K CBOEH
IPUBBEIYHOM popme. — UTo THI 3mech menaeb? TH ke cpaxkaics B 0e10i KoMaH[e?»



Makcun IIOCMOTPEII Ha Heé C 03ala9Y€HHBIM BhEIPDAKEHUEM JIUIIA.

«IToyeMy TH TaK Ha MeHS CMOTPHIIL? Pa3Be He BBl MeHS OTIIPABUIM YHUUTOXUTD IJIAaTHOPMY? —
paBHOOYIIHO cKa3aja CoynbCKH. — TyMaH OBLI CIMIIKOM T'yCTHIM U B HEM OIIaCHO OBIJIO
IepelBUTaThCS, II09TOMY S IPOCTO CJIOHSIACh TyT».

«f1 uTo, 3a0mymuncsa? Ho Kak 9To BO3MOXKHO? f Ke IIEN B HAlIPaBIEHUU 3BYKa, KOTOPBINA U3[aBal
113u [laneius. Kpome Toro, CoycKBUK OB B HECKOIBKUX IIAaTGOPMaxX OT MeHs...» BHe3ammHo oH
obopBan cBou MEICTHU. PaccTosiHre Mexay HUM U COyJICKBUKOM OblI0 60bIlle COTHE METPOB. OH
HEeTIPaBUJILHO OILEHUJI PACCTOSIHUE, TI09TOMY U yIajl B MOPe ITOCe IPLIKKa.

«KaxkeTcs, 9TOT TyMaH MelllaeT HaM CJIBIIIATh APYT Apyra U o0ImaThCs», — cKa3al MakCHH,
pactupas nuuo. «4 cnelian, Kak Li3u [TaHbIuH 3Bajl CBOIO CECTPY».

«JIun CaHI3Io emé XXKuBa?»
«Jlymarto, HeT. Ho, kaxetcs, y 1I3u IllaHpIMH ceriyac Tpo0aeMbl».
Yepsr IJI0TH 3aMOT4all.

B3goxHyB, MakcuH ogHSCS ¢ 3eMmu. « gomkeH HauTy L3u [llanbuud. X0Td OHa U
MIOIO3PUTENIbHASA, HO 5 HE MOT'Y OCTaBUTh €€ OTHY».

CrernaB pa3BOPOT BepxHe# YyacTu TynoBuina, COyJICKBUH BCTPETHIIA B3I MaKCHHa,
IIPOHUKHOBEHHO TTISIMISI €My B I'1a3a. — YTO ThI TOBOPHIIIE?

— 41 ckasai, 4To oMory ei. [TOCKONIbKY THl HUUEro He CMOXKEIb Cie/laTh B 3TOM TyMaHe, ITo4eMy OBl
TebOe He IIOUTH COo MHOU? MHe OBl He IIOMeIllajia IOMOLIE,

MepeHHo, HO BepHO COYJICKBUH OJHSAJIACh Ha HOTH, TOBOPSA: — AX, [1a, [a, T IIpaB, MbEL HE MOXKeM
0CTaBUTH ee ofHy. [TolimeM BMecTe, BO3MOXKHO, el HyxKHa Hallla moMolib. XoTs ¥ COyJICKBUH He OBLIO
4eJI0BEYECKOr0 JIilla, MakCHH CMOT pa3risifeTh YXMBUIKY Ha CIIJIETEHHBIX MEBIIIEYHBIX BOJIOKHAX 1
BeHaX, KOTOpHle lepecekanu ee nuuo. OH He 3HaJ, OBbIJIO JIX 3TO CBI3aHO C TeM, YTO TyMaH IIPOHUK B
€ro pa3yM Ui C YeM-TO APYTUM, HO OH PELIUJI OTOTHATh 3Ty MEBICIIb.

Onu 06a CMOTpesu APYT Ha Apyra B HEMOM yKace. 3aTeM, YePBb IIJIOTHU BIEPBbIE HAPYIIXTI THIINHY:
— B Gemom narepe ecTh JeBoYKa?

— Ila, — orBeTHn MakCuHH, IpeX[e YeM ero rjia3a HallOIHUIUCE cle3aMu. — MIMeHHO OHa BhkI3Bajla
aToT TyMaH. [Touemy? TEl XO4ells CoenaTh ee CBOEU Yel0Be4eCKOU CyMKOU?

"Ilyx. Y He€ [nuHHBIE BOIOCH?"
"41 He 3Ha1o. OHa OvlTa B IUIAIE".

CoynckBUH Hagynack, © MakCuH yBUesa XeJlaHue B e€ rna3ax. "UTo X, pa3 yX JIydIlIUX BapuaHTOB
HET, 51 C PaJOCThIO IIPUMY €€ B KaueCTBe MOeil CliefyIolell YeTI0BeYeCKor CyMKH".

MaxkcHH HU4Yero He CKa3al; OH IMOYYBCTBOBAJI, 4YTO JOJI2KEH BBIUTH U3 3TOTO.

MaxkcuH pemm, 4To ['erefb Toxe mepecTaja MphTraTh 10 mIaThopMe, BeOb TyMaH ObLT CIUIIKOM
T'YCTBIM, YTOOBI YTO-TUOO0 Pa3TisaeTh. MaKCHH Jaxe IIPeNCTaBIeHHUsT He UMeJl, CKOJIbKO Y HUX
BPEMEHHU OCTAJI0Ch 0 TOT'0, KaK MCUE3HET cienyromas miatdopma. OH BCTal ¥ OCMOTPETICS, HO BCE,
YTO OH CMOT YBUAETD, 3TO 00IIKMPHOE OeJi0e IOJI0THO, KOTOPOE, Ka3asiock, 6eCKOHEeYHO IIPOCTHUPAJIOCh



nepen HUMHU. OH TEPSJI OPHEHTALNI0, KaK TOIbKO II0BOpa4yuBall rojoBy.
"Kyma mHe upgtu?"

[TyTemiecTBys IO IIOCTAIOKAIUIITUYECKUM MUPaM, HEKOHCYJIbCKUM odullepaM 4acTo OhIBAeT TPYOHO
n36exkaTh MapagoKCaTbHOM CUTyaIu. Ecu BE X0THUTE 0671eT9uTh ce0e KU3Hb B HOBOM MUPE, BaM
HY2KHO OTIIPABUTHCS B 60JIee CITOKHBIM MUP. BepHO U TO, YTO MEeHee CJIOKHBIN UIH HOBHIN
TIOCTAMTOKATUIITUYECKUH MUP IIPEOCTABIISIET MEHBIITNN PUCK, OOJHAKO 0ORIYHO BU3a OJIS TOCELIEHUS
TAKUX MUPOB CTOUT mopoxe. KpoMme TOTo, KOHKYPEHIIMS B MeHee CI0XKHBIX MUPaX HAMHOT'0 OCTpee,
yeM B J1000M 0OoJiee CII0XKHOM MUPE, IIOCKOJIBKY T€ TOCMEPTHHIE, KOTOPHIE YCIIENTHO TTePELIN B
TaKOM MUP, BOCIIOJIL3YIOTCS JTI000M BO3MOXKHOCTHIO, UTOOH! BBIZKATh U3 MUPa JTI00kIe TI0JIe3HBIE
pecypcel. CremoBaTeNlbHO, B TAKOM KOHKYPEHTHOM CUTYALlWH, TOe BCeM IIPABUT CHJIa, OOIBIIHMHCTBO
IIOCMEPTHHIX B KOHEYHOM MTOT'€ BO3BPAIIAIOTCS C MyCTHIMU PYKaMu, IIpexke 4YeM UX IePeMecTsT B
Opyroy Mup. Y HEKOTOPHIX U3 HUX faxke He ObIIO JOCTAaTOYHO PECYypPCOB, YTOOB 0OMEHSTh UX Ha MU
Kytacca D. TeopeTHYeCcKM BHIKUTH B MEHEE CJI0KHOM MHPE MOTJIA TOIbKO KOHCYIbCKUE OPUIIEPHL.

K coxanenuto, MakcuH Kak pa3 u3 TeX, KTO «He pacliojlaraeT JOCTAaTOYHBIMHU CPegCTBaMMu».

Brnarogaps ype3BhYaiiHO IOABUXKHOMY Teny IIpena3yky OHM BCKOpe MOHSIH, KaK nepedpaTbcst
yepe3 Mope. CHavyana MakcuH npuBs3ai K XBOCTy IIpena3yku BepeBKYy. 3aTeM OH CXBaTHUIICA JIEBOU
PYKO# 3a BepeBKY U KPEIKO BIEIHUJICS IIPaBol PyKOil B XBOCT IyIoTouepBsi. Ha npyrom Gepery
[Tpena3yka BBITSIHYJIa CBOE TEJIO BIepe[, uia nuaTdopmy. Halins nnaTdopMy, oHa BTSIHYJIa CBOe
Tesio0. 3aTeM MaKCHHY 0CTaBajiOCh JIMIIEb IPEHITHYTh Ha CTO METPOB BIE€pe[ B HallpaBJieHN! BEPEBKH.

Be3 coMHeHus, 9T0 ObIO MeJIEHHOE U OllaCHOe MeJIo.

Oba oHU (haKTHUYECKH IIJIK Ha OLIYIb B TEMHOTE. HUKTO U3 HUX He MOT CKa3aTh HaBEPHSKA, B
IIPaBUJILHOM JIM HallpaBJIE€HUU OHU OBUXKYTCS. TpeBora oOBjlafiesia UM, U TOJIBKO ceiiuac MakcuH
BCIIOMHMUJI ITPO 0COObIe IPeIMETH], KOTOPEIE OH 0OMEHSIT Ha BU3Y: TEMJIOBU30D, 0YKU ['pydo,
oOHapyxuBalomue GepoMOHbl, U HECKOJIBKO OyMaKHBIX XKypaBJeH. ..

Iyuia oTTyfa mpeBpaTHiach B HEONPEOEIEHHO 0YEePUYEHHYI0 TeHb U UCIIapUIIach B 6eI0M MOJIOYHOM
oeIMKe. [1eTnnst qépHyace.

MaKCHH OTEP HOTY, MEITAsICh O0JETYUTh MyIHCUPYIONIYI0 00Jb. 3aTEM IIOCMOTPET, Te O0NTaeTcs
TIeTJIs, ¥ MPHEITHYT BClen 3a Hel. MieuHo-6east JHIMKa pacceuBaach Ha ero juie, a MakCuH neTen
10 BO3AyXy. K ToMy BpeMeHH, KOTfla ero 3peHue BHOBb IIPOSICHUIIOCH, OH y2Ke IMPU3EeMINICI Ha
nnatdopmy. To, 9TO OH yBU[EII, TPOH3UIIO €TO HACKBO3b.

Ha nmaTdopme ObII0 MHOTO JTIOfEH.

«JTO He g», - CKa3asa [lymia 0TTyfa, KOTopasl Teleph IIpeBpaTuiIach B CyIIEHYI0 BETUUHY,
fonTarlryocs B Crop0IeHHON PyKe YelloBeKa B KAIIIOIIOHe. «JTO OHA JEPHYa 3a BEPEBKY...».

Hyura orTyna 6osinack, ¥ MakCUH BHUIEJ €€ B TAKOM COCTOSIHUY BIIEPBEHIE.

«Emé mBoe», - cCKa3asl 4eJioBeK B KamuIoHe. Ero rooc 0BT TUXUM ¥ CTPAHHBIM; OH MTOMHSIT PYKY,
OTKMHYJI Ha3a[l KaIlIoLIOH U ToKa3as cBoé nuio. «IIpeBocxomgHo. ITocie TOro Kak s u30aBIiOCh OT Bac
IOBOUX, UTpa OymeT OKOHUEeHa».

MacuH CTOos1, KaK BKOIIaHHBIM, X BCe He MOT OIIPaBUTHLCS OT 1I0Ka. Bapyr COylICKbOH OTYassHHO
3abunach B aroHuH, ymonss: "Benukas HioliBa... moxanyicTa... Kak ckasana JIuab CaHbI310..."



"HroiBa?"
MacuH HUKOT[a paHbllle He CJIBIIIAJ 3TO UMs, HO JIUI0 T0Ka3aioCh eMy 3HAKOMEIM.

BricBoOGOmMBINIMECS M3-TI0]] KAITIOIIOHA €6 KOPOTKHEe 30JI0THCTO-IIEIKOBEIE BOJIOCH CBOOOIHO
CTPYHUIINCH V¥ BIUCKOB, CIIOBHO 30JI0TOM IIOTOK, ¥ 00pa30BbIBa/IM KPACHUBYIO 3aBUTYILIKY PSIOM C €€
SIPKUMU KpacHbIME ry6amu. Ee pagykka Oblyla HaCHIIIIEHHOTO0 CHHETO IIBETa; Ka3ajioCh, B ee raasax
OBLJI LIeJIbIH OKEeaH.

CrnoBHO OOKaI BEIDEP2KAHHOT'O KPACHOI'O BMHA, XOTh BpeMs U OCTABHUJIO CJIEAEI Ha €€ JInIe, OHO He
CMOTJIO OTHATE Y HEee U3AIleCTBa.

MacuH HUKOTr[ia He CMOT OBl 3a0LITH 3TO JINOO, XOTA ¥ BCTPEYaJICAd C 9TOU XKEHIINHOKW BCETO OOUH pas.

BocnoMuHaHUS 0 TOM IHe 0OPYILINIUCH Ha er0 CO3HAHUE C OCTIEMUTENTbHOM ICHOCTHIO, TOTO0HO
1yHamMu. Ha MrHOBeHMe OH Jake He MOT OBIIIaTh. B ero Mo3ry pasgasics BOILIb, IIOATOHSIOIINH ero
6exaTh ITPOYb, HO OH cHepzkaj ero. Cxkap 3y0Obl, OH IIPSIMO ITOCMOTPE B TJla3a XKeHIIHE Mepef
co0o1.

OH pmaxe He 3aMeTHJI, YTO Celyac TSXKeJIo JbIall, KaK 3arHaHHBIY ObIK. Kaxkabiit MyCKYJI ero Teja
OBLI HAIPSI2KEeH U OpoxKasl OoT cTpaxa. "Y-4T-4yTo TH cKa3ana? Tel Ha3Baia eé HioiBa?"

KeHIMHa pa3xKasa ajblbl. MACHOU 4epBb C TPOMKMM CTYKOM yIiajl Ha IOJI.
"Pa3Be eé€ He 3Banmu Maryc?"

YcnbiaB ero royioc, MSICHOM 4epBb C TPYOOM IOfHSIa T0N0BYy. Ho, BCTPETUBIINMCH B3TTISA0M C
JKEHIIUHOM, OHa TYT XK€ e€ OIyCTHIa.

"Ona — Bnapgbiuuiia Hioisa..."

Ha ry6ax xKeHIIMHE MeIbKHYa ycMemka. OHa He IIeBeIniach, HO MakCuH ObIT YBEpeH, YTO OHA
roToBa YOUTh UX 060MX, ¥ KaK Obl OHM HU COTIPOTUBJISIIIUCE, OHU HUYETO HE CMOTYT U3MEHUTE.

Brinu 0coOble TPYTIIH IO, ¥ TH IIOHUMAJI, YTO KaK TOIBKO BCTPETHIIL UX, TBOS Cyb0a pelleHa.
CrnoBHO COpBaBIIKCH C 00PHIBa B 6e30HY, MaKCHUH MTOTPY3UJICS B TYCTOM TyMaH oT4asHus. OH PyXHYI
Ha 3eMito. CBeT B €ro IJla3ax II0Tac, CJIOBHO OH CMUPHUIICS CO CBOEH y4acThIO.

Tak ke 1 YepBb-TJIOTHA CBEPHYJIach Ha 3eMJie, He B CUJIaX coOOpaTh CUJIBI XOTh Ha 4TO-HUOYAb. MakCcuH
¥ He yMaJl, 4YTO BCTPETUT CBOU KOHeI] TaK CKOpo. Korga XKeHIHa MofoIia K HUM, B €r0 T'0JI0Be
BO3HUK 00pa3 [Ixwu [[TansuuHa. Y o ropbko ckasan cebe: «Hy BoT u Bce. Bce MbI ympeM. Ho, MoxeT
OBITB, JTydllle yMepeThb 3[eCh... g yCTal OT BCEro 3TOT0 allOKaJIUITHYECKOr0 fepbMa...»

[ToTOM €ro MBICIM OCTAHOBUJIMCH, IIOTOMY YTO IIOSIBUJIOCH HEUTO Apyroe. «COyJICKH CKa3asl, 4YTo 3Ta
XKeHIMHa — HioiiBa. { mymai, 4Tto oHa Mar. A JIxku IllaHbuuH Ha3Banl ee... [logoxpauTte-Ka... [Ixxu
[TanbprH?»

PoBHO 3a MrHOBeHUE [0 TOTr0, KaK TeHb XKEHIIMHLI HaBUCJIa Haf HUM, MakcuH noH1 Bce. OmHUM
OBICTPHIM OBUKEHMEM OH IEPHYII 3a BEPEBKY, UTO Oblyia y HETo B pyKe. 2KeHINKWHA 3alIHyach U
ylania, ¥ B TOT Ke MUT MaKCHUH IIPHITHYJI Ha HEE.

— IMpupu sHa momours, PazgBoenymma! Bece, 94To MBI ceiiuac BUOUM, — 3TO WLIIO3U! ITO eTro



Cc1I0coOHOCTB!

«Pa3gBoenyma» mMogHsIA [OJTHOE COTIIER U CNIé3 «uro». OHa B3TJITHYIA Ha [BE CIEIMBIINECS B
6oprbe PUrypHL.

— Ero crmoco6HOCTh — IpeBpaliaThCs B TOro, KOro Tl O0uIIbCst 00sibie Bcero! — pPSBKHYI MaKCHH.

Emy mpocTo moBe3no. HaBepHoe, elllé He MPHUIIIO ero BpeMs. MiHaue Kak eIle€ 00bsSCHUTE TO, YTO OH
BHe3amHo coobpa3us, uto [xu [llanbime 6osbiie Bcero 6outcs... JIua CaHbL3I0?
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