CIIyCTs II0JI9acCa, IOCJIe TOTO KdaK BCE 9eTBEePO Y4aCTHUKOB 0esioi KOMaHH OKa3aJIKiCh Ha
00HECEeHHOM CEeTKOMU IIIoIIafKe, MOP€ Ha4daJi0 BOJTHOBATHCA. OpHa 3a HPYFOfl, CJIOBHO IIOAT'OHAEMEIE
HEeBUOMUMBIM JUPHUZKEPOM, BOJIHEL Ol"pOMHOfI BBEICOTEI HAKPEIBAJIX IIJIOMagKH, 6p0H.IeHHI:Ie MaxkcuHOM.
CTouyo BoTHaAM OTCTYIIUTH, KaK 3TH IIJIOIAAKKN NCYEe3allk U3 I10JId 3PEHUA.

Ha IIOBEPXHOCTH MOPS OCTAJIMCh BCET'0 CTO IIJIOIIAA0K, KOTOPEI€ BEICTPDOUIIUCE CTPOT'O B KBaagpParT.
BOCTO‘-IHYIO 1 3allaJHYI0 CTOPOHEI 3aHAJIN 2KEJIThIe TEHH. YyacTHuku 6enoun KOMAaH[HBI CTOAJIN B
nmepemHeM pany, nperpaxmngasda UM IIYTh U He II03BOJIAA 3u H_IaHLHI/IHy BbI6paTbC5{.

[TepBoHavanbHO LI3u IllaHbIMH MIaHUPOBAJ 00OUTH XHUIIIH, @ 3aTeM BRHIOPATHCS Ha MOCTIETHION0
niomanaky. Ho oH He 03KuOaj, 4To OCTaJIbHble TPU yYaCTHUKA 6e10it KOMaH/bl YCIEIOT BEPHYTHCS
panbIe. OHY HaXOOUTUCH B 0€3BLIXOMHOM I10JI0KEHUHU.

[TpoBens B3ragAoM 1O psAny IPOTUBHUKOB, L[3u IIlaHBIMH HAaXMYPHUIICS U CJlerKa IOMpadHe.

«B psAny mecsiTh mIaThOPM, U B PSIAY OECITDh PANOB», - CKa3aJsl XUIIIH, CYUTasI KOJIMYEeCTBO IIaThopM
B yepHOM jarepe. OH yOpas BEITSHYTHIN HaJell ¥ C XUXUKAHBEM TIOBEPHYIICS K CTOSBIIEMY PSIIOM
ToBapuiny. «IToxoxe, obecredyeHrue COTHU MIATHOPM - 9TO uX MakcuMyM. OHHU Takue ciiabuie».

Ha BePIIMHE MODPs, B OBYX-TPEX COTHAX METPOB OT HETO, CTOSATIA MOJIOAAsA OEBYIIKA B ITKMXKaMe IIaHOBIL.
910 OBlNa Ta KEHIIKWHA, KOTOPYIO OHM BUIEIM IePBO#, MphITaBInel mo miatdopmaM. OHa mpsTana
JIUIIO TIOM KAIIOIIOHOM, ¥ C MX TOYKH 0630pa OHM MOTJIM BUAETDH He 60Jble, 4eM Iog00POI0K B
dbopme cepala.

«3TO BCETO0 NHIIb COTHS IIATGHOPM, ¥ BaM HYKHO [IBOe, 4TOOH cenaTh 3Ty paboty? KcTtaTu, 94TO 3TO
TaM TaKoe?» - CIIpOCcuiia Mojiofas AeByIIKa. BrioyBas po30BYyI0 KBa4YKy BO PTY B OTPOMHBIN ITy3HIPh-
0aIoH, OHa KMBHYJIa IOOO0OPOIKOM B CTOPOHY MaKCHHa, CJIOBHO OHU ObLIM OIU3KUMU APY3bIMHU.
«IToxoxke Ha TUYUHKY. ITO TBOU IUTOMEL?»

Ho npexne, ueM MakcCuH yCIlesl OTBETUTD, 3aT0BOPUJII Ccocefl MaHmabl: «[[ocMOTpUTE Ha 3TOTO
napHUIKy». OH ycTaBuiics Ha MakcuHa, OyATO I1a3aMu MOXKUPaJs, ¥ BOCXUIIEHHO aXHYI:
«ITomo0y#TECH HA €0 UeallbHO BEITOYEHHOE JIUIIO U SIPKUE, SICHBIE T'Jla3a, KOTOPhkle MOTYT
COTIepHUYATh C HeOECHRIMU 3BE3MaMu. S HUKOTHA B XKU3HU He BUIE/ TaKOT0 KPacHUBOTO IOHOMLIHU!»

B o611eM-To, ecriu ObI 9TU KOMITTUMEHTH He KCXOOUIM OT APSIXJIOTO CTapuKa, Yb€ JIULO0 OBIIIO0 I'YCTO
HamyapeHo, MaKCHUH fjaxe IOJIbCTUICS Ol

Crapuk pa3MaseBasiCcsl TakK, YTO IIypa Ha ero IIeKax feajia JIUI0 I0X0XKUM Ha [le4eHbe, BOT-BOT
TOTOBOE pacchinaTthes. Ho, moxoxe, ero Bcelesno 3anuMan MakCcuH. YBuieB 1o0eguTesnsi, OH
HaxXMYPUJICS ¥ BBITOBOPUJI Ha3ugaTebHO: «THl Bedb... MaJb4yuK, He Tak nu? He B3myMal B AIpyrou pas
PAMUTHCS JeBOYKOii. Tebe 3TO He K JIUIY».

[I3u [ITaHbLMH OCTaBajICd HEBO3MYTUMBIM U OTBETUIL: «f HE MaJbYuK».

"O10 He ManmbuuK?" V3yMmieHHbIH, MakcuH 06epHYJICS U U3y4alolle PacCCMOTPENI C HOT JI0 TOJIOBEI
L3u IllaumuHa. "9T0 meBoyka?"

"Tuxo!" - BTaCTHO KPUKHYJI YETBEPTHIN YesioBeK. OH OBL IIOTHOCTHIO 00/1a4eH B IIPOCTOPHBIN
KOPUYHEBHIY XajaT, CKPEIBABIIMY Jaxe ero moi. Ero ronoc 3Bydan OIpPUIymIeHHO U CTPaHHO, CIIOBHO
OH TOBOPHUJI Yepe3 MOIYJISITOP ronoca. "Ml 30ech, UYTOOb YHUUTOXKUTH UX".



"He Oymb TaKUM pa3gpakuTeIbHBIM". XUINK T0Ka3al PyKOM Ha MOpe, 3all0JIHEHHOE KeJITHIMU
TEeHsIMU, U CKa3al: " Befp eine He..."

"OcTtopoxkHo!" - KpuKHYT cTapuK. OH Habmogan 3a MakCUHOM, ¥ ITI03TOMY IIEPBBEIM 3aMETUJI €T0O
nBuxkeHue. OmHako MakcuH ObIT CIIMIIKOM OBICTD, ¥ IIPeXIe YeM OHU YCIIeIu YTO-Tu60
IPEANpPUHSATD, OH YK€ CTPEMUTENIBHO JOCTHUT IIaTHOPMEI, Ha KoTopou cTosin L[3u [laHIuH,
MepKaBIIXAM CBOM PyCalOYui XBOCT.

"f1 6ymy 3amepKKBaTh UX KaK MOXKHO 0JblIe. Bocnob3yiTech BO3MOXKHOCTBIO U OTCTynauTe", -
IIPOLIENTal OH.

Pasywm [[3u lllannivaa Ha MrHOBeHUE 3aCThll. OH OTBETHUJI TOJIBKO IIOCJIE TOT0, KaK CJI0Ba 3alaiu eMy
B mymry: "Ux Tam yetBepo! Tebs mpeB3oiayT yuciaom!"

«f He JaM UM CIIOKOMHO IIPOUTHU Yepes3 JIyXKY KeJITHIX TeHeu!»
Ixu [laHbMH CBel OPOBHU, KPENKO CXKaB YeJIIOCTh, B OTYaSHUU IIPUKYCUB HUKHIOW I'y0y.

[Toka B ero royioBe KPyTUIMNCh KaKMe-TO MBICJIH, XUIIITKA U JeBYIITKa-TIaHa y2Ke MYaJliCh K ITyCTOH
nnatdopme. OTOPOCUB B CTOPOHY BCe OECIIOKOWCTBA U CTPaxy, MaKCUH B OTBET YOAPHUJI XBOCTOM
PyCaJsiku 0 MOpe, COpPBaB C HET'0 OTPOMHYIO BOMISIHYIO 3aBeCy U3 XKeJITHIX TeHel ¥ HallPpaBUB ee MPSIMO
Ha IPOTUBHUKOB.

«Temeps mepexoguTh Yepes XKeJIThle TeHH CIUIIKOM OITaCHO, IT0Ka OHU 3[1eCh, — TUXO0 CKalas [Ku
[MTaneimH. — CHayvana g nomory Tebe oTOUTLCS OT HUX. Korma mpupmet BpeMmsi, s faM Tebe 3HaK,
TOTTA THI IIOMOKEIllb MHE BEIOPATHCS OTCIOIA».

B reuenue stux 30 MUHYT OHU MOTJIM OCTaBUTh 3agHUeE NIaTGHOPMEL B pyKax «[lyIIeBHOKPEIIa» U
[erens, MO3TOMY UM He HYyKHO OBLIIO BOJTHOBATHCS O HUX. MaKCHUH ITOCMOTPETT Ha ABE QUTYPH,
orctynuBiuue B OybepHyto 30Hy. OH HaXMYpPHUJICS, 0XBaYEHHBIH ITTyOOKON TPEBOTOI.

]_[31/1 [MaHbLIMH OBIIT IIpas. ,]:[J'[H Hero OBIJIO CJIMIIIKOM OIIaCHO IIPOXOAUTh MUMO HUX B OOUHOYECTBE.

«Tebe He CTOUT OECITOKOUTHCS Ha 9TOT CYET, TIOCKOJIBKY BCE OHU 3[EChH», - MMOCIEITHO CKa3al
MakcuH, - «Eciu Mbl BeigepxkuM 30 MUHYT, UX M1aTHOPMBI UCUE3HYT...»

«Hert, T ommbaembcsa». 113u [IlagpIUH D0Ka4aI rojoBoM. «1IesbIi gacy.

«Yac?» MakcuH ObIT 03afladyeH, HO BCKOPe, HEMHOT'0 TIOPa3MHICIUB, BCE MOoHI. «OH mpaB. Ham
HY2KHO CHIepXKUBaTh UX eIle Jac».

Kaxnpiii pa3, Korfa KTo-TO CTyTaj Ha MiaTdopMy, o0paTHBIM oTCUET cOpackiBancs. Eciu
OTCUMTHLIBATh IIEPBYI0O MUHYTY C MOMEHTa OTIIpaB/IeHHUs, TO IJIaT¢popMa, Ha KOTOPYIO CTYIIUIHN B
IIePBYIO MUHYTY, NCYe3HeT Ha 31-i MuHyTe, a iaTdopMa, Ha KOTOPYIO CTynaT Ha 31-ii MuHyTe,
VCUYE3HeT JIUIIL Ha 61-1 MUHyTe.

Y Yépnoro nareps He OBITIO POCKOIIY KOATh LeJbIH 9ac. B Teyenue 30 MuHyT MakCHH JOJKHA OBl
BEPHYTHCA B Soulsqn u IpuHATL 3cTadeTy.

«[ToaToMy MHe He00XOAUMO KaK MOXKHO CKOpee IIonacTh B besblii 1arepb», — TBEPHO cKasan Ll3u
[TanemH. — «Kak TONIBKO g YUIY, BCE 30ECh OCTAHETCS Ha Bac».

CKBO3b CTHCHYTHIE 3yOBl MaKCHH KMBHYJI. Bmamu BomHb pa3buBanuck o 6eper. Heucuuciumoie



JKeJNThle TEeHU U3BUBAJIKCh B BO3[IyXe, CTPEMSICh UTO-TO IIOMMaTh IpU nageHun. Kak ctas capaHuy,
neTsias ¢ HebGa, Bce XKeJIThle TeHU B UTOTe Iafaid B MOPe UM Ha IIAaTGOPMEL C FPOMKUM IIJIECKOM.
Bups, 4To MM He IPOUTH CKBO3b MOXKIb M3 JXKEJITHIX TeHEH, BCe YeThIpe uieHa 0e10i KOMaH/IbI
IIpeKpaTUid aTaky u Habmogany u3 0ydhepHoH 30HHL.

Korpga Makcus yxe xoTen yxonuTh, LI3u [llanbluH cXBaTUII €ro 3a 3ansacTbe. OH IOBEPHYII I'OJIOBY U
BCTPETUJICS C BIaKHBEIMHU I'JTadaMu 113u IllaHbIMHA.

“ I'erenb, — CKa3aJ OH TUXHUM T'0JIOCOM, — OH JOCTATOYHO CHJIEH, YTOOBI pa300paThCs C STUMHU
nnatgopmamu. MoXKelrb IOMPOCUTD €T0 3aMeHUTh Te0s1, Korfa 3To nmorpedyertcs... — L3u [lannun
cenarn maya3y, a mocjie, BO300HOBUB pa3roBOp, €T0 T'0JI0C ApoXKaJsl Ha rpaHu nnada. — OH 3HaeT Koe-
YTO O MO€EU CecTpe, HO, CKOJILKO OHI 5T er0 HU HaBWJI, OH HUYETro MHE He TOBOPHUII. MoXeT OhITh, OH
pacckaxeT Te0e, TO3TOMY... ST TOKE OCTABIIIO 3TO Ha TeOs».

Korma MakcuH BepHYJICS Ha CBOIO MTPEKHIOI MIaTHOPMY, OH BCEe ellle OIyIaj JIETKOe TEIIo,
MCXOMSIIee OT 3allsICThSI.

B TOT MOMEHT, KOTIa OH IIPU3EMJIMIICS Ha IIaTGHOpPMY, Jarepb OeIbIX CHOBa Havasl aTaky. [leByIka-
TIAH[Ia BJIOXKWJIA TAJbIEL B POT ¥ M3[aja MIPOH3UTEIbHbIHM CBUCT. MaKCHHY He TOTpe6oBamIoch MHOTO
BpPEMeHU, YTOORI TOHSTh, YTO OHA HefaeT. [1o ee KOMaHe I'YCTOM IepeKaThIBAIOIIUiCs TyMaH B He0e
HavaJll OIyCKaThCs. BCKOpe TyMaH 3aloI0HU BCI0 MECTHOCTb, ¥ HUYET0 HeJb3st OBITIO Pa3TIIseTh,
KpPOMe Cepo¥ OeIu3HHI.

MaxcuH BBITSHYJI PYKY U C YAUBIIEHHEeM 00HapyKuJ, 4YTO TyMaH HaCTOJIbKO I'yCTOM, YTO HE BUOHO
naxe HorTed. CIIOBHO €ro TOJIKHYJIM B TUTAHTCKOE BEAPO C IIPOKUCLINM MOJIOKOM.

axe ecnu OB OHU CelYac CTOSIIU IIPSMO Tepeq HUM, OH OBl X He YBU[EJI, HO KaKOBO UM? [[eByIIKa-
IaHOa He [OJIXKHA MCIBITHIBATh HUKAKUX TPO0JIEM, BEIb 9TO €€ CII0COOHOCTD, UM 0COORIM apTedakT,
HO He UCITyTa/IKCh JIM ee TOBAPUILH YIIaCTh B XKEJITYI0 HeU3BECTHOCTh?

BpeMmeHaMmu BeTep pasroHsan TymMaH. Ho KaX[plii pa3 HOBBIM TyMaH 3allOJIHSAJI IPOCBETHI,
OCTaBJIEHHBIE YIIEIIINM.

MaxkCcuH HaCTOPOXKUJ YIIN ¥ COCPEIOTOUMIICS, TIBITAsICh YIOBUTD 110001 3BYK OT CBOUX TOBapHILEH.
YBEI, BCe €ro MONBITKY OB TIIETHEI, IOTOMY YTO KPOME I'POX0Ta, C KOTOPEIM BOJIHEL 61l B 00K
11aTGOPMBI, IIIYMHOT'0 ABIXaHUS ¥ OeLIeHOr0 cepaleOueHus OH HUYero He CIIBbIIIal.

BEITIO CIIUIIIKOM THXO.

CoTHu nrofiei, BKITI0Yasi YeTHIPEX usieHoB Oennolt ¢ppakuuy u L13u llanbimH ¢ COyICKBUHOM, HCYE3IH
B TYMaHe, OCTaBUB €T0 COBEPIIEHHO OJHOTO Ha 3TOM IJIaHETe.

3aTeM MaKCHH IIpHCe U CTaJjl OLUIyNIHIBaTh Kpail miaTdopmel. OH MBICTIEHHO OTpyTas cebs 3a TOo, YTO
KPYTHUJICS, KaK 0€3ro/ioBasi MyxXa, ¥ Telephb He IIOHWMAJ, B KAKOM HallpaBlIeHUU HAaXomguics. YTo
OymeT, eciii OH HAIMAMET C ITOMOIIIbIO CBOET0 pycanoubero xBocta? ITonaméTt ox B L[3u [llaHblIMHA WK
B €T0 MPOTUBHUKOB?

Kaxk Ttonbko 1I3u [llanbiuH npumen MakcuHy B TOJIOBY, €T0 TOJIOC pa3fascs U3 TyMaHa rae-TO BOau.
«Cectpuna!»

MakcuH octonbeHesn. EMy moka3anoch, YTO C HUM LIYTUT ero COOCTBEHHBIM pa3yM UIIM YIIU. 3aTeM,
npexye yeM MaKcuH ycresn coo0pa3uTts, rojoc 13u [llaHbplrHa CHOBA pa3falcs B TOM Xe
HanpasieHuu. Ha 3TOT pa3 B ero rojoce 3By4asa Takas TOCKa, CJIOBHO Ha Hero Hamanu. «Cectpumal»



MakcuH OBICTPO METHYJICS B TOM HaIpaBIeHUH. MCII0Ib3yst XBOCT PYCANIKH, OH IPOOUII ITIOBEPXHOCTh
BOJHI ¥ IIPEMiCKa3aJl MeCTOIOJIOKEeHNEe ¥ PACCTOSIHYE [I0 CIIeOYIOINel IIaThOPMEL II0 PEBY MOPCKHUX
BOJIH. OH IOMKBITAJICSI OTOTHATH MBICTIL O IANEHUU B MOpE, ITOKa MPHITasl B TYMaH mepeq Co60iH.

Korpga oH mamai, oH YCIIBIIIAJI, KaK MOP€ B3bIBA€T K HEMY 1100 HUM.
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