durypa, KoTopas Kcue3yia BMecTe C Teii3epoM Boanu, Obina JIue CaHI3o.
MakcuH OB OILIIeIOMIIEH, €T0 KPOBb ITOXO0JIOfEa.

OH KpemnkKo 3aXMypuics U orisHyjcsa. OH He MOT IIOBEPUTH B TO, YTO TOJIbKO 4TO BuAes. CeKyHOou
panee JIuH CaHI310 CTOs/1a Ha iaTdopMe, HO CEKYH[HI CIIYCTS OHa Mc4Ye3ia B 6ypHOM MoOpe.

"Yro, 4yepT BO3bMH, CIy4yusnocs? ['me oHa?"

MakcuH nogoxparn emje HeMHOro, Ho JIue CaHI[3I0 Tak U He N0SABUIaCh U3 OKeaHa. OH OrJISHYJICA
yepes IIJIeY0 Ha riaBHLIM Ipu3. Korga oH yBugen Beipaxkenue nuna L[3u [llaHivHa, ero cepaue
CJIeTKa APOTHYJIO, ¥ OH BHE3AIIHO MOHSI.

OH He 3HAaJI, Ha KOT0 UJIX Ha 4To Kpu4asn COyJICKH, IIOCKONIbKY 9TOT aHAPOTUHHLIY I0HOIIIA 3aBllafien
BCEM ero BHUMaHueM. Ero nuiio mobaegHesno, ero Teiao TPSCI0Ch, a 3yOrl CTydaIn.

«Ecmu...». ['maBHBIM IPU3 YTO-TO TPOOOPMOTAJ CKBO3b CTy4allre 3yObl, HO €T0 T0JI0C OB TaK THX,
YTO TEPSJICS B MEJIOOUY BETPSIHBIX KOJIOKOJIbYMKOB. MaKCHUM IIJIOX0 €ro paccibiiiai, I03TOMY OH
TIOBBICHJI TOJIOC U CIIPOCUIT: «YUTO TH TOJIBKO YTO CKa3am?»

L13u laHbIMH cOeman BUL, YTO He 3aMedaeT ero, Kak OyATo ero He CyIIeCTBOBAsIO0. Teso mapHs
IPO3KaJo, CIOBHO TOHKWHM OCEHHUM JIUCTOK, IOAXBAUYEeHHbIH BETPOM. BOIOCH ero OBUIH B IIOJTHOM
fecmopsigke U, KOTa OH OTKPHIT POT, YTOOBI CHOBA YTO-TO CKa3aTh, Ha 3TOT pa3 MaKCUM CMOT ero
pacchrimaTh. «CecTtpa».

XoTst cam Makcum ObIsT TPOTUB HArpajibl, OH He MOT He B3JOXHYTb.

Tem He MeHee, cMepPTh Obllla OOBIYHEIM SIBJIEHHEM B allOKATUITHYECKOM MUpe, ¥ MaKCHUM K Hel
IPUBLIK. XOTS ¥ HET0 He OBbIJI0 HUKaKUX HEMIPHUSI3HEHHBIX YyBCTB K JInHb CaHBI[310, OH HE CUIBHO
OTIeYasiuyIiCs M3-3a e€ BHe3alHoW cMepTH. [ Hero ropa3fo TpyaHee OBLIO C I0HOIIeH, CTOSIINM
mepen HUM.

Bripocmuii B Tpymo6ax, MaKCHH C JeTCTBa OTTOYUII YMeHNe OTINYaTh OacHOro yeyoBeka. OH Obl
yBepeH, uTo L[3u [lanslivH, HECOMHEHHO, II0IIaziall B 3Ty KaTETOPUIO.

XOTs Ha IEPBBIN B3TJISI €r0 IPEeNbIIyIIie NeNCTBUS Ka3alluCh MECThIO, Ha CaMOM fiejie OHU ObLIH
CKOpee MpeaynpexRaeHreM, CUTHAIOM [IJIsl HUX, YTO OH He clabak U YTO UM He yJacTCs
BOCIIOJTb30BATHCS €ro mojioxkeHueM. OIHAKO 10 MPOHUU CYIbORI Yallle BCET0 MMEHHO cla0akaM
IPUXOOUIIOCH TpuberaTh K TAKUM CUTHajaM. JTa yepTa Obljla 0COOEHHO 3aMeTHA, KOT{la OHU
YYBCTBOBAJIU OITACHOCT.

Temeps, Korma eqUHCTBEHHLIHM YeJI0BEK, CIIOCOOHBIN COePKUBATh (HAKTOP YrPO3kl, OBIT MEPTB,
MaxkcuH oKa3aJcs B IIOJTHOM 3aMelllaTeIbCTBe U He 3HaJl, UTO AesaTh gasbine. OH IMoYyBCTBOBAJ Ce0s
0eCIIOMOIITHEIM B 9TOM CHTyalldd, KaK BOPYT MOJIOMIOM YeJIOBEK Ha IIaTdhopMe IMOBEPHYIICS K HEMY U
1mo3Bai: «Makcuu!»

STOT 30B BBIBEJI €TI0 U3 pa3fyMul, Tak YTO MaKCHHY He 0CTaBaJ0Ch HUUET0 OPYroro, Kak OTBETHUTE,
Kak OBl HEOXOTHO OH HH JeJjal 3To: «Jla?»

MaKCHH HUKOTIa He BUIE]T YeJI0BeKa, KOTOPHIM MOT OBl TaK CUILHO I0OJIeIHETh, IOKA HE BCTPETHII
oOmapmaTens rioaBHOTO mpu3a. OH Ka3alics OTpaXKeHueM JIYHHOTO CBETa Ha 03epe mepef TeM, Kak
HaneTesna Oyps. Korga [Ixu [IlaHbIIMH IPUCTAIbHO CMOTPEIT Ha Hero, MakCHH ITOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO €T0
B3IJISIT MOXKET IIPOH3UTH IIJIOTh ¥ YBUIETh €r0 BHyTPeHHOCTU. KpoMe ToOTO, B rNyOrHe OyIIu 3By4art



CTPaHHKIN T'0JI0C, KOTOPHIM BCe BpeMs ToBOpUIl eMy, uTo [Ixku [IlaHbIMH 3HAET, YTO OH HEMHOT'O
6outcs ero. O6mamaTesnb rIaBHOTO MTPKU3a OTBEJI CBOM CTAJIbHOM B3TJISIN M CHUCXOOUTEIBHLIM TOHOM
CKasan: "Mau u pa3Bemail MECTHOCTR".

"Yro?" MaKCHH IogyMaJl, 4YTO ero YIIX UIPalT C HUM 3JIYIO IIYTKY.

"TBl 3aMEHUIIIL MOK CECTPY U pa3Befaelllb MECTHOCTh B UEPHOM Jiarepe", - paBHOAYIIHO CKa3asl [XKu
[TanbuuH, - "Mrpa yxke Hadanack. MBl He MOXKeM II03BOJIUTH cebe CIIOHAThHCS 0e3 mena'.

"Xopo1o, # coenaw 3TO, HO TBOA cecTpa..."

"¢ manpy ee", - ckazan [Ixku [llaHbIuH, KUBHYB MaKCHHY, YTOOBI TOT CJIefoBasl 3a HUM. - "[loimem
BMecTe. Bo3M0XKHO, MHE TOHag00OUTCS TBOS IIOMOIIL".

Ha sTom oGnapmaTens riaBHOTO IMpHu3a 3aKOHYHUII Pa3roBop.

OcrTaBimmck no3aau, Soulsqn Habmogan, Kak Ji Shanging u Maxin BMecTe 1epecekany IsTh
naT@opM.

[Tockonbky Maxin He x0Ten uATU 10 cTtonaM JIuHb CaHOXKUY, OH 0YeHb OCTOPOXKHO CTynas. B mupe
He OBII0 0c060T0 IMMPeaMeTa, MO3BOJISIONIET0 UM ITPeooIeBaTh PUKCHPOBAHHOE pacCTossHUE. Maxin
He ITPEeJCTaBIIsN, KakK XKeHIIWHa U3 0eJIoro areps meaja 3TO, HO [JIsS HEeTo U IJIaBHOTO Mpu3a
IIPLIKOK Yepe3 COTHIO MeTPOB 0e3 repephiBa ObIT HEMIPOCT. HeT, cyas mo TsXKeJNoMy OBIXaHUI0 U
OpoKalluM HoraMm, Maxin OBLI YBepeH, YTO TJIaBHOMY IIPU3Y MIPUXOOUTCS TPYIHEE.

«IToxoxe, oH citabee, 4eM s oyMarl. MHue HY2KHO BCeT'0 JINIIb IIOOTOJIKHYTh €TI0 C3adu, U OH YIIaJeT
IIpsiMO B MODpe. On He YMeeT IIJIaBaTh, IIO3TOMY €MY HE YﬁTH OT 2KEJITHIX TeHEeH, IIpexne 4eM OHH €T0
IIOTJIOTAT».

Korga onu moOpanuck mo miaatdgopMel, ¢ KoTopoi JInabs CaHmxkuy ynasna B Mope, Ji Shanqing mpucen
Ha Kpalo. 3aTeM OH IIOOHSJI IOJIOBY U OCMOTPeI Maxin.

«BBITE MOMEHTEHI, KOT'/Ia 5T MyMaJl, YTO Thl CTOJIKHEIb MEHS B BOY», - IPOU3HEC OH. Ero TOH O
TaKOM CIIOKOMHEBIN, KakK OyATO OH 3afajl KaKou-HUOyIb He3HAUYUTEIbHEINM BOIIPOoC. «[IoueMy THl 3TOTO
He cOmenan?»

Y MakcuHa KpOBb CThHIJIA B KMJIaX, a cepalebrueHne y4acTUIIOCh, KOTa Io0equTellb 3aail eMy 9TOT
Bompoc. OH He 3HaJ, KaK eMy OTBETUTh. HallelmuB MacKy CIIOKOUWCTBUS U CKPhIBasi CBOU UCTUHHEIE
aMoIMM, MaKCHUH YCTaBUIICS Ha MOpe ¥ ITpo0opMoTas: «I3To He HYXKHO. Bemb 3T0 371ech TBOS cecTpa
ymasna B BOAY, He Tak JIu?»

«Jla», - LI3u [laHIIMH OTBEN B3I OT MaKCHHA U IIPOIOJIXKUI CMOTPETh Ha OecKpaiiHee XKEJIToe
Mope. [Tpumypusmucs, [13u [llaHIWH HAaKJIOHUJICS BIepen. « Tkl BUTUIIL YTO-HUOYIE?»

«YT0 MMeHHO0?» - MaKCHH He 3aMeTHJI HUUero u3 Toro, 4YTo IIPUBJIEKIIO BHUMAdHHUE ]_[31/1 [TaHITMHA,
Beb OH CTOAJI 3a HUM.

«TTom KENMTEHIMU OJTMKAMHU COJIHIIA, TPSIMO Ha IIOBEPXHOCTH €CTh OOJIBIION KITYOOK IeperieTEHHBIX
JKENTHX TeHew». - [onoc 1I3u [IlaHurHA OpoxKas, Kak Ba3a Ha rpaHu pa3butus. «Y Tebst eCTh TPOCTh



WU YTO-HUOYOb oxoxee?»

MakcHH BBITSHYJI II€10 ¥ TOCMOTPEJ B HAIIPaBJIEHUH, Ky[la YKa3kIBajl TTIaBHEIM Tpu3. Y B camom
mese, Kak ¥ TOBOPHJI TJIABHBIN MTPU3, O[T CJIOEM JKEJITHIX TeHel HaBepXy HaXOOUI0Ch OTPOMHOE
TeMHOe MSITHO. KpoMe TOTro, CyOst 10 O4epTaHUSIM, OHO JeHCTBUTENIbHO OBIIO ITOX0XKe Ha YeJI0BeKa.
MaxkcHH OTCTYIIUJI Ha [Ba IlIara ¥, KaK TOJIbKO yOemuscs, YTO I'JIaBHEIM IPU3 er0 He BUOUT, IPUHSIICS
PHITHCSI B MHBEHTape, Pa3bICKKMBas IIPeaMeT, KOTOPHEIM OT Hero TpeboBast rinaBHBM npu3. CiycTs
HECKOJIPKO CEKYH[I IOMCKOB OH CKa3asl: «Y MeHS HeT TPOCTH. ITO Bellh Oecrosie3Has, 5 OB ee IaBHO
BEIKHHYT».

«4rto y Tebs ecTh?»

«BepeBka? 4 He yBepeH...» He ycnen MakcuH 3aKOHYUTS IIpefjioxkenue, Kak [3u lansnun
00epHYJICS U TOCMOTPET Ha Hero. MaKCUH oTpearupoBa ObBICTPO U TYT XkKe CIIPSiTal CBOW WHBEHTaph.
C momHsATOM OPOBBIO OH CIIPOCUIT: «HUTO CIIYYUIIOCH?»

«Ecnu Most cecTpa Iof BOIOM, Y HAC OCTAlIOCh COBCEM HEMHOT'0 BpeMeHu. HaMm HyKHO OeiCTBOBATh
OvIcTpO», - 1I3u [llaHbLIKH coesan riIy00Kui BOOX, YTOOB YCIIOKOUTHCS, U TpuKa3am: «Ilogonmu
croga».

«YTo Tebe HyKHO?» — CIIPOCHJI MaKCHH, 0CTaBasICh KPEIKO CTOSATh Ha IIaThpopMe.

«MHe Bce paBHO, KaK TH 3TO chejlaellb. Pacceil 3TOT CTyCTOK TeHel», — LI3u [IlaHbluH BCTaNl U
OTCTYIIUJI B CTOPOHY, CKPECTUB PYKHU Ha TPyAu. «BHICTpEe».

«Kaxk MHe 3T0...»

«f1 yBepeH, 4TO THI 3Haelllb, KaK 3TO CAeJaTh. g 3aMeTHUJI, YTO ThI UCIIOIb30BaJl KaK MUHUMYM [iBa
0COOBIX ITPEIMETa, KOTra IjiaBajl, HO y TeOs BCe ellle eCTh XBOCT PYCAJIKU, KOTOPHIY TH He
MCIT0/Ih30Basl. Bce TBoM 0coOBIe TPeOMETH B 3HAUUTEIbHOMW CTEIIeHH ITPEeOPaCIIONIOKeHk K
BBIXKMBAHMIO TIOT BOMOM. f He gymalo, 4YTO 9TO COBHameHue. Thl MPUCIIOCOOUIICS K MOPIO U faxke
pelns y9acTBOBATh B IIJIaBaTEIbHOM COPEBHOBAHUY, a He B IPYTUX BUAAX CIOPTa Ha Cylie», —
ovicTpo cka3an LI3u [llanbiuH. «I103B0JIb MHE yrafgaTh. Thl BRIKWUI B allOKAIUIITUYECKOM MHUPE,
Ipsivyach IO BOAOM, He TakK Iu?».

au IllarbIuH OB IIPaB.

OmacHOCTH B Bofie OBUIM IOpa3[o MeHbIle, YeM Ha cyIne. CKpEIBAsICh ITOM BOOOM, OH MOT Obl ©30eXaTh
BCTPEYH C [Iy0JI0KYHAMHU, KADMAHHEIMU U3MEPEHUSIMY UK JPYTUMHU IIOCMEPTHHIMHU JTIOIbMH,
TIOMYTHO obecreuynBas cebe UCTOYHUKY Iuiu. KpoMe Toro, MakcuH Bcerma OB 3asiIIEIM
akBaduoM ¢ getctBa. [IpocTo y Hero He OBIIO BO3MOXKHOCTH YaCTO IIJIaBATh, IIOTOMY YTO OH OB
OemeH.

- 81 mory monpo6oBaTh, - HAKOHEI! PeIuIcs MaKCUH I0Ccie HeJOoNTUX pa3myMuii. - Ho Hudero He
obernaro.

- Trl mOGpEIY YesoBeK, - ObICTPO cKa3an L[3u [lanmuH, u ynbiOka MeIbKHYa Ha ero nuie. OH He
nenan MaKCUHY KOMIUIUMEHTOB U He Bblpaxai 61arogapHocTs. OH IPOCTO KOHCTATHPOBa (axr,
KOTOPHIM IOIMETU B HEM.

XoTst MaKCHUH ITOHUMAJI, YTO B TOT MOMeHT L[3u IllaHIMH He HanmagéT Ha Hero, o0HaxKaTh CIIUHY,
UCIT0/Ib3YsI 0COOBIM TPeaMeT Ha Kpalo IIaTGHOopPMEI, ObIIO He TO, YTO OH Kenan. OH B3SIJT XBOCT
pyCaJKy B PyKY, U, MaxHyB €0, Yelllys Ha XBOCTe PyCaJIKi Pa3BepHYyIach U 3aroji3jia eMy Ha PyKy.



Co CTOpPOHEI KA3aJI0Ch, YTO €T0 PyKa IIPeBpaTUiIach B PHIOUI XBOCT.

CoBHO ITOYYBCTBOBAB €TI0, BCE XKENTHE TEHU COOPATUCh 0N MECTOM, e 3aTauicss Makcul. OH
OCTOPOXKHO OITYCTHUJI OCTPHE XBOCTA B BOY.

[To mpaBze roBops, XBOCT PyCaJIku HUYEM He yCTyNal ero IpyruM oco6eHHEIM npenMeTaM. CTOUIO
€My KOCHYThCSI IIOBEPXHOCTH BOIHI, KaK OHa co0Mpasiack BOKPYT HETO U IIpeBpalllajia BeCh XBOCT B
TUTaHTCKYIO BOLSHYIO IIJIETh. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, 06pa30Bajics BOLOBOPOT. BOmOBOPOT CTaHOBUIICS BCE
Oosblile ¥ CUJIbHEE C KaXkKOBIM B3MaxoM pyku MakcuHa. OH GBI OCTOPOXKEH, TaK Kak IIPONUTaHHas
JKeJITHIMU TeHSIMU MOpPCKas Bofa He JOJIKHa Oblsla IPOJIUTLCS Ha IIaTGopMy, Ha KOTOPOH OHU
CTOSLIH.

13u IllaHbIH TO3BOJIXII CBOUM AJIMHHLIM BOJIOCaM pa3BeBaThCsA Ha BETPY, T0OKa MaKCUH HepBHUYA.
- [Tpomornxkai, - mombompun ero 13u IlIaHbUMH, - TH IOYTH KOCHYJICS IITapa TeHEH.

XBOCT pycanku KpyTuics emre 0sicTpee. OrpoMHas BOfASHAS MJIeTh, KOHTPOJIHUPyeMasi XBOCTOM
pyCanku, co3fasa BOgoBOPOT IITyOMHOM OKOJIO IeCSATH METPOB B MI'HOBEHHE OKa. B KOHeUHOM UTOTe
KOM JKeJITHIX TeHel OKa3asics Ha Bo3gyxe. OH BHITIISAEN KaK 4eJIoBEK, 00epHYTHIN OeCUrCIIeHHEIMU
3Mesimu. Ho BCKOpe OHU OBINTM CMBITH CHJION BOLOBOPOTA.

OT Ky4KHU XKeJITHIX TeHel BBIIeTeNl KPYTJIbli IPeIMET, ¥ C TPOXOTOM YAApPHUIICSA O MTOMOCT. KU
[TaHbIMH OLICTPO MOMOIIE U IOIHS €TI0 U3 BOMHL.

9t0 Obla OoJIbIIAs KIIETKA MOJIS IITHII.

HaBepHoe, KJleTKa 3alluilana, IOTOMY YTO MyKYKHa BBEITJISAIe] HEMHOTO OJIEKJIBIM, HO OH OBIJT JKUB.
Ixu [TaHbIH OPOCU KIIETKY Ha 3eMJII0 ¥ TPOMKO ITPOKpHYa: “Mos cecTpa BCe ellle TaM BHU3Y!
[laBaiiTe cCKopee, mpogoxKauTe!”

BHe3amHoe Bo/THeHNE HaKPhUIO MaKCcUHa, 3aCTaBUB €TI0 JBUTATh PYKOH ellle ObICTpee. YBULIEB
YyeJioBeKa, MOOHUMAIOLIETOCS U3 MOpSI, OH OCTaHOBUIICSA. K ero o6y1erdieHuio, BOMOBOPOT PaCCeSIICS, U
MOp€e YCIIOKOUJIOCh.

Ox xopoto oTr3kiBancs o JIuub CaHbl3io. OH He TONBHKO OB paji CHOBa ee YBUMETh, HO CaMOoe
TJIaBHOE, BEPHYJICS YeJI0BEK, KOTOPHIY MOT yaepxkaTh [Ixu IllaHbinHA.
O6a 3aTauny geiXxaHue, IO Ha QUrypy, Kotopas IUIblIa K IOBEPXHOCTH MOPS.

C rpoxoToM M3 BOABI BLIHBIPHYJIO NTH10. CHenaB HECKOJIBKO TTyO0KUX BOOXOB, OH OMapPHII UX
OCJIETIUTENIbHOM YIHIOKOH.

"TIpuBeT!" — 3eBC MOKPYTUI 3MeUHOH Iteel, 6yaTo pa3MuHasich. "Brl Hanu Bora! ITo3ppasnsio!”
O6a ObLTH OLIIETIOMIIEHHL.

MakcuHy He HyKHO OBIZI0 000pauuBaThCsi, UTOOH! yBUAETh nuilo [[3u IllaHblMHA, TOCKOIBKY OH JIeTKO
MOT TIPEICTaBUTh €T0 B CBoeM yMe. HaBepHsKa OHO OBIIO XKYTKO OJIeHBIM, OYITO CHET BO BPeMs
CHEXXHOU OypHu.



"KxM!" — TeaTpasbHO IPOYUCTUII TOPsI0 3eBc. OH MOIpPaBUI YePHBIN TOI U 3asBUJI, HAMIOJIHASI BO3OYX
CBOUM YHCTHIM r'ojiocoM: "HoBBIit rof], HOBasi Hafexka, HOBEIM 51! Ceftyac s1 00bSIBITIO HOBEIE ITpABUIIA.

Bam nyuliie OTKPBITH IOLIKPE YIIU U CIIyILIaTh BHUMATeIbHO!"
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