AnpaHTe KamsHyna 6e3 oco6oi mpuunHbl. OHa He 3Hasa, 4To Cheppa 6yOeT Tak yBepeHHO
nepxkatbcs. OmHAKO 11eTb MapKu3k - pa300paThCs C AEBYIIKOW, YTO 3amsiTHAsa Obl ceMbI0. XOTS eé
HEHAZ0JIr0 OTOPOCHIIO OT UMITYJIbCa, OHA He coOUpanach OTCTYIATh.

OOBIYHO 51 He YYBCTBYIO cebs TaK KOM(OPTHO B 00IIeCTBE MPOCTOIIOTUHOB.

C atuMu MBIC/ISIME OHa Gpocuia Ha Chbeppy CBUPEIBIN B3I, [IpOCTOMIONUHE KAIKH.

BBICHYIH&B eeé IIPOKIIATHUA, Cbeppa 3aroBopuiia MATKHUM 1 JIO6pI:>IM TOHOM:

— [lonumaro, 6maroponHo# Jlegu MoxkeT OBITh OUeHb HeyHOOHO 00LIIaThCA C TAKUMU
IIPOCTOTIONMHAMH, KaK 5, BEPHO?

[TpucnocoOUBIIKCH K pa3roBOpaMy 3HATH, OHA Ha MIHOBEHME pacTepsiyiach. beinu nu cioBa Cheppsl
VCKpPEeHHUMHU Uu HeT? B 3T0 BpeMs [eByllIKa IpollenTaa:

— Ecnu xotute, s MOTy yUTH IpSMO cedyac, Munenu.

B ator MmoMeHT AHfaHTe yOenuIachk: 9Ta MaJieHbKas MPOCTOJIOANHKA U3TeBaeTcs Hafl Hel. Cheppa
He KCII0/Ib30BaJla HUYero, KpoMe KakK IUTHPOBAHUE UYKHUX CIIOB.

— Kak BeICOKOMEpHO. Csfib.

— KoHeuHo.

AHpaHTe MPHUCTAIBHO cMOTPesia Ha Cheppy, KOTopasi GrlIa BIOJIHE MOCITYIIHOM. CKOJIBKO OBl OHA HU
nymasna 06 9ToM, He 3HaJIa, KaK IPaBIJILHO OCKOPOUTH ONOOHYIO IPOCTOIONHUHKY.

— ITouemy THI ocTaeuscs ¢ 'epuorom? TH CMeelIbh OCIEIUIATh KPECTHYIO U YHUKATh Hallly CEMbI0?

Creppa Obls1a HEBEPOSITHO BIleyaTiieHa. BCé 9To mpaBpaa oTYyacTH. Bo-mepBeX, MeKU TPOCTOMIOINH
HUYTOXEH B I'JlTa3aX 3HATU. BONBIIMHCTBO JII0feN CUUTaJId UX ByJIbrapHEIMU. BO-BTOPHIX, OCTIeNisaia
rima3a? Jlaxke ecliy 3TO He BXOOUIIO B HaMepeHus: Chepphl, KPeCTHAsA NEUCTBUTENILHO HE X0Tesa
BUJETh NEUCTBUTEIbHOCTb.

Creppa caMa He X0Tejia, YTOOH BCE OBIIO TakK!

KpecTHas npuHuMara e€ 3a foOpocepaedHyio U foOpyio IPOCTOMIOAUHKY. HaKoHel], yHUXKeHHe
ceMmbu. MMenHO Tak. Creppa - MITHO Ha uMeHU ['epriora Manoca. Tak 4To MCYE3HYTh KaK MOXKHO
CKOpee - IIPaBUJIbHOE pelleHue.



Bcé aTo mpaBaa. He mymaro, 4To OHa JAacT MHE MOIIEYKHY. 51 CKaxky TOJIBKO TO, YTO HYXKHO.

— Brl mipaBHI, - cepbe3HO 0TBeTHNA Cheppa.

— Yto?

JIuio Mapku3s! mokpacHeno. Cbeppa, Ka3aoch, eIné 00bIne paccTpousia AHIaHTe, HUYETo He
oTrputias. KeHIHa riy00KO0 B3[IOXHYIIA, IHITAsSCh YCIIOKOUTHCS.

— 3Hall cBOé MecTo u yOupaiicsi u3 momecThs ['epriora.

— Ia.

Ona OblyTa CITUIIKOM IIOCIYIIIHA, YTOOH YTO-TO J00aBuTh. Cheppa CMOTpesia Ha AHaHTe, KOTOpas
TIoTepsizia fap pPeym.

— 4 yupny 4yepes Tpu Mecsna. Mbl MOXeM IOANKCAaTh KOHTPAKT IIPSAMO cendac, Munenu.

— [Touemy Tpu Mecsna?

— BupuTte nu, y MeHsT eCTh OTOBOPEHHOCTD ¢ ['epriorom. Yepes Tpu Mecsilia 5 yeny, HeCMOTPS HU Ha
yT0. Tak 4To paccnabbTech. Tako! U3bSIH, KaK $, JIUIIb MISTHHIIIKO,

AHpaHTe 4yBCTBOBaJa: CIOBapHHIH 3amac Cheppkrl coBepiieHeH. OHa JaXKe He MMbITalach HUYEro
oTpuilaTk. MU Mapku3a 3agaBajachk BOIIPOCOM: 3a4eM OHa 3[eCh OKa3anachk? Cheppa KpaliHe TBeEpPHa B
pedax, yeM BHYIIaja JOBEPHE.

K cyacTbio unu HeT, MapKu3a HaKOHeIl IPHUIIIa B ce6s ¥ TPOYKUCTHIIA TOPJI0. YPOBEHb
IIPOCTOJIIOAWHKHY, YTO BOIIIJIa B 0COOHSK I'epIiiora ¢ pe6EHKOM, OBITT JOCTAaTOYHO BBICOKHM, YTOORI
IIOKOPUTH UX Cepila.

KoneuHo, Cbeppa He IIPUTBOPAIAChE U Onlna HNCKPEHHa. Ona 3aayMajiacCh, IOOHOCA YallIKy 4Yas KO
pTYy.

9TO0 KOHell HanafleHud MapKu3h?

Xotst Cheppa IPOCTOMIOAWHKA, 3aKOHUMBIIAs AKaleMHI0, OHA Y2Ke IIPUBLIKJIA K BeChMa Pe3KUM
pas3roBopaM CBeTCKOro obmecTBa. OgHaKO AHIaHTe - XKEeHIIKMHA, YTO HUKOT[a He CoaBaslach.
[TocnemoBaso fecsaTh MUHYT YTOMUTEIbHEIX pedyel. Cheppa IeMOHCTPUPOBaia 00EYHOE OTHOLIEHUE



K KPDUTHKE:

— Ia. Koneuno. {1 cornacHa. [ToHnMaro.

OTUM OHa elé 00bIle 37uIa MapKu3ay.

— Vx...

KeHIIMHA CXBaTHUJIa CTaKaH BOHI.

OHa cobupaeTcs BBHIIJIECHYTh €70 Ha MeH?

Cheppa CTIIOTHYTIA.

YTo X, 1 roTOBa, maBay xe! IToro 6ojiee ueM MOCTATOYHO, YTOOH! I BEIMOKJIA.

IeBylIKa B 0KMIaHUU HEJOBOILHO 3aKphINa I'/1a3a, HO BOPYT...

— Kak KTo-TO CMeeT IIpuKacaThCs K Moer Mame?!

3HaKOMBIY T'POMKHY T'OJIOC Pa3fascs B YauHOM oMuKe. Cheppa MMPOKO pacKphlia rina3a. Ecnm
IIOAyMaTh, 3TO TO, YTO OHA yIyCTHJa U3 BUAY: XaHa3/Ib CTOS/Ia PIAOM CO CIIyKaHKOM.

X % x

[Tpexkme 4eM OHU IIPOLOJIKUIM CIIOBECHYIO BOMHY B UallHOM JIOMUKe, XaHa3/lb, YMHas MaJleHbKas
IIeBOYKa, BHUMATEJIbHO MIPUCMOTPEeNach K TPEBOXKHOU aTMochepe. OHa 1I03Bajia TOPHUYHYIO U
mmoexasia B 9KHIaxe K 0CoOHsKY I'epiiora.

K cuacTbio 151 He€ U K Hec4dacThio Ayig Chepphl, YalHBIN JOMUK HAaXOMUIICS KaK pa3 HAllPOTHUB.
Kaccuyc He xoTen, 4ToOH fAeByIIKa Iokuaana ['epuorctso. Y oHa cama He coOupasach 3TOTO fellaTk.

B Teuenne Tpéx MUHYT XaHad/b BeTeIa B 0COOHSK U HalllJla TOro, KTo To0un Cheppy O0bIle BCEX.
KpécrtHast maTs.

ropHI/I‘-IHaH PacCCKa3kIBalla en o BYEpaIllHEM Y2KWHE TIaPHI.

— Bbalymxka!



B camy I'epuiorckoro oco6HsiKa OHa MUPHO YIBIOHYTach XaHaslb, YTO TaK K HeM CIIelnIa.

— IToporasi, 4TO IPOUCXOIUT?

— IInoxas Jlemu 6eCIIOKOUT MO0 Mamy!

[Tony6GegHOEe CTapuecKoe JIUII0 CTali0 COBEPIIEHHO OeIIbIM.

— Kak ona cmeer...

— Tl'opHUYHAas cKa3ala, 4To 3T0 Mapku3ia Metinc. OHY B 4allHOM JOMUKeE!

KpoBs cTos71a B 6embix rina3ax 6abymkuy.

— OHa...

[TomaTeIBasACE, KpéCTHaﬂ IIOOgHSAJIA, OIIKUPASACh Ha TPOCTh.

— IToexanu.

X % x

XaHaaJb cnacia Ceeppy. [eBouka MOAIPEITHYIA, KakK IPYyXkKKHA, U yKa3ajla Ha Mapkusy.

— ITnoxas Jlegu! Ona cobupaeTcss OPHI3HYTH BOMOM Ha MO Mamy!

AHpaHTe HEePBHO OTBETHUJIA, ITBITadCh CMOYUTH BOIOM M3 CTaKaHa Iepecoxiiee ropio:

— O 4éM ThI TOBOPHUIIL?

XaHasnb XKe TBEPOUIIA:

— B&I cobupanuck 06Utk eé Bomoi! I110X0# 4emoBekK, KOTOPHIM TpeHebperaeT MaMoi, IIOTOMY YTO
OHa IIPOCTOJIIOAUHKA!

AHpaHTe pa3gpaXkEHHO MOOHANACh U YBUeNa IPAMY0 GUrypy, TpubIuKaIoylocs 103aau XaHasJlb.
B aToT MOMeHT Mapku3a Oblla BEIHYKI€Ha CTOSTh, CJIOBHO CTaTys. Mx riiasa ¢ JOCTONIOYTEHHON
KPECTHOM BCTPETUINCH. Ka3anock, OTPOMHBIY JIEB BOIIEN B YaWHBIN JOMUK.



— AH[aHTe, KaK TH CMeellb!

CepauThHH rOJI0C pa3gancs 3xoM. biiegHoe NMuIlo MOKPacHENIo OT THEBA.

— Jloporaﬂ MaMa! 9Ta ITPOCTOJIIOAWHKA OKA3hIBAET HaBJIEHNE Ha Fepuora...

— Kaxk THI cMeelllb He 3HAaTh CBOEro MecTa? 3aTKHUCH!

— M-maMa...

— OHa gparoneHHas rocTbs ['epuiora, KOTOpy S IpUBETCTBOBasIa!

U camou CMyIIEHHOY B 9TOM CUTyalluu OKa3ajach UMeHHO Creppa.

Y mens npobiema.

AHpaHTe CcIIpoBOLMpPOBaa 1 0e3 TOro YyBCTBUTENIbHYIO KPECTHYIO MaTh. IToaToMy Cheppa
3aroBOpuIa, YTOOHI 3alIUTUTh MaleHbKyl0 MapKu3y, KOTOPOH elllé IPefCcTOsI0 3alllUilaTh CEMBIO B
oynmy1em.

— MapKI/I3a HEBHHOBHA.

— Creppa, uto Takoe? [IoueMy TH CHOBa TEPNUIIL YHUXKEHUE?!

MeHS$1 CHOBa YHU3UIHU?..

Chbeppa mmogymaria O IPOLIJIOM.

— W mouemy THI 3amuinaens e€? Trl Takas HeXKHas JypoykKa...

KpecTHas, cnoTeIKasiCh, HampaBuiach K Hell, a Cbeppa MOCIEIHO MolpaBuia Mpudecky. IToxoxe,
KpeCTHas BHOBb CO3[aja CTPaHHYI0 UJLIIO3HIO. ..

— T B mopsigke? [10MKHO OBITh, TEOE TaK OOJIBHO.

HGBYU.IKB. MIOCIIEIIHO ITOKaYasa I'0JI0BOM, IhITasCh HCIIPABUTE CUTYAIUIO.

— Bce B mopsimke. MBI TONTBKO ITOTOBOPUIIM, TaK YTO He BUHUTE Jielu AHOAHTE. ITO BCE MOS BUHA, I
JIMIIb IPOCTOMIOANHKAE, - Cheppa Bcerga roBopuia CKPeHHe.



— Jr0 He TBOs BuHa! KpoMme TOro, MpOCTONMOAWHKA... Te0sT CHOBa OTI030PUIIH.

— Her, 3T0 He m030p, 4TO BHI.

MHe KaxXeTcCs, 1 TOJIbKO CUIIbHEE pa303Jiniia ee.

B3arism KpecTHOM MaTepH CTall elné 6oyiee CBUPENsIM. AHIaHTe ke Obljla IIOYTH Ha I'PaHu 00MOpPOKa.
Bro6aBok Ko BCeMy, IBepU YaWHOTO AOMUKA OTKPHIINCE, ¥ B HETO BOILIEN MaCCUBHBIM MyXKYMHA -
Kaccuii moc ¢ eMOHHYEeCKUM BRIPAXKEHUEM JIHIIA.

OH sneranTHO B3rjg Cheppy 3a PyKY.

— Ilpumio BpeMs chaenaTh Hajjexkaiiee 00bsIBIeHHE.

YaliHEIM [OMUK, KaK TOJIBKO OH Hadas FOBOPUTH, IPEBPATUIICS B IIyCTHIHHOE IIPOCTPAHCTBO 0e3
enuHOro B3noxa. Cbeppa 3akaTuia rjasa, OrjIsAgeBasiCh BOKPYr. XaHadlb CXaja Kynaku. Cepautas
KpecTHas u Oeccepneunblid Kaccuil Hanyranu 6egayo Mapkusy, y KOTOPOH ApoxKaiu 3y0Obl OT
cTpaxa.

MHe 4TO, OMHOM BCE PAaBHO?

— Ecnu el TpoHETe Cheppy, OyIbTe TOTOBEL UMETH [I€JI0 CO MHOU U CO BCel Halllel CEeMBbEN.

Creppa yOuBIEHHO MOCcMOTpesa Ha ['epriora. OH BHITTISAOEN, KaK UCTUHHBIA JeMOH U3 afa.
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