Ourypa JIu 1I310Hs TOKAYHYIacCh, HO OH ORICTPO BepHYT cebe paBHOBecHe. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, OH
KPYIIHEIE My2K4YHHA, a He cllabak, KOTOPOTo OHAa MOXKET YPOHUTH CBOMMY MaJIeHbKMMHU PYyYKaMH.

On OIIYCTHIJI I''Ta3a X YBUIEJI €€ CJIeTKd BJIa2KHYIO YEJIKYy, €€ BJIaXKHEbIe GHGCTHH_[I/IG r'jla3a,
CBEPKaIIINEe KaKUM-TO FHy6I/IHHbIM CBETOM U Bep0171, €€ TOHKHE PYKH, KPEIIKO OepKalllrue ero
peGeHKa... B 3TOT MOMEHT B €ro rpyou BCe€ CXKaJIOCh, KaK 6YI[T0 YTO-TO CIIOMAJIOCBh.

BeposiTHO, 3TO OBIIK... CTEPEOTHUIIHI O HEl B IIPOIIIOM.

OHa He TaKad yXK XpynkKas u cjabas.

Het, oHa cmaba, HO mepeq CLIHOM XpPaOpHUTCS.

— XM... — ropno JIu L310Hs cxkanock. — Eciu BB He Bo3paxaeTe, s IoaepxKy pedeHKa.

Bblpa}KeHI/Ie €ro TEMHBIX I'Jla3 Ka3aJIOCh CHOKOfIHbIM, HO B HUX YyBCTBOBAJIAaCh OIIpenejieHHad
HaIIPsA2KEHHOCTD, TOTOBAsA BOT-BOT BEITIJIECHYTHCA HAPYXKY.

OH BoIIes oj] 30HT ¥ Pa3BeJl PyKH, PacKphIBas AJIST MaJlkilla CBOU OOBSITHS.

E CioHb, KOTOPHEIY 00HMMaN HexXHyw m1eto E Cycy, Ha MrTHOBeHUe HafyJICs, U B €T0 rja3ax 0sSBUJIOCH
HEKOTOpOe comnpoTuBiienre. O4eBUIHO, OH He XOTeJl IOKUATh CBOI0 MaMy U UATU K 3TOMY [Isfe,
KOTOPOT0 3HaJI BCEro Heferio.

E CioHb IeMOHCTPATHBHO OTBEPHYJICS, HO TYT XKe yBHULelN ToHKUe pyku E Cycy, oOHUMarolue ero, ee
T7IeYy, KOTOPHIE €[[Ba JOCTaBay [sfie [0 rPynou... MaMa He Takas BHICOKas, Kak A0S, He TakKas
Oornblast ¥ CUJIbHAS, €e PYKHU 110 CPABHEHUIO C pyKaMU OsOU BRITJISAOAT, KaK Y pebeHKa.

MamMma o0HsI7Ia ero, Ho Ha cCaMOM fiefie e ObIJI0 0YeHb TSKeJ0, BEePHO?

E CioHb OMyCTHJI T7Ia3a ¥ HEKOTOPOE BpeMs Kone6arcs.

CnycTsl HECKOJIBKO CEeKYHJI OH ITPUKYCUII Ty0y U CMUPHIICS C JUCKOMGOPTOM B CBOEM cepple. Yepes
CHUJTy, HO OH BCe e CJierkKa HakJIOHWICS K JIu LI310HI0 ¥ IPOTSHYJI eMy CBOIO MaJIeHbKYIO PYUKY.

B ogHo MruoBenue JIu LI310Hb CIIOBHO HONTYYHII YAAP KyJIaKOM B TPY[b U YyTh HE 3aOXHYJICS.

OmHako, KakK pa3 B TOT MOMEHT, KOT7Ia OH, 3aTauB AkIXaHUe, C OeIIeHO KOMOTAIIUMCS B TPYOH
cepaueM cobpasics TPUKOCHYThCS K Majkiy, E Cycy moBepHynachk 60KOM ¥ YKIIOHUIIACh OT €r0
PacCIPOCTEPTHIX OOBSITHUH.



— MunyTKYy!

E Cycy mepHynacek 1 OTBEPHYJIa U0, MaJIbII, IPOCIEUB 3a €€ JABUKEHUSIMHU, TOXKE OTOABUHYJICS OT
JIn 11310H4.

JIu 113t0Hb nIOOKas ryosl, ¥ eT0 B3TJIA MOTSIXKeel.

— ¢ He HaBpexXy eMy u Oyny akKypaTeH.

OH NOHMMAET U IIEHUT OCTOPOZXKHOCTh MaTepH.

— Her, gemno He B 3TOM, — of7Kasa cBou KpacHble I'y0rl E Cycy u cunbHO mpubnu3uiack CBOe JIUI0
K HeMy. — He mMornu OBl BB CHa4yasia BEHITEPETh MHE JIUIIO?

Yoap!

«,.»

BrnaropopHas ameraHTHas KOIKa JIIOOUT OBITH CYXOH.

E Cycy pemuTenbHO MOMHSIIa CBOe MalleHbKoe TH4KKo. Ee yenka Gbllla MOKPOWM, PECHUIIBI CIIUIIITUCE
OT BOMHI, @ C U3SIHOTO HOCA Karallo...

9To0 o4eHb HeyHoOHO.

— ¥V MeHd B CyMKe eCTh Cal(eTKu.

HecMmotp4 Ha TO, uTO cyMKa E Cycy Orlia HOBOJIBHO MUHUATIOPHOM, Tyfja MHOTO Biie3ano. OHa yxe
MHOT0 JIET TPUAEPKUBAETCS XKU3HEHHON TPUBBIYKY CTPAHCTBOBATD, TIOOUT HAKAIJIUBATh BEIH U
XPaHUTb CaMble BazKHbBIE U3 HUX IIpHU cebe.

Ona /mIo0uT OBITH 3JIETAHTHOM KOIIKOM fJaXke B MOXKIJIUBLIE THU.

JIu 1I310Hb 3aKaTUI rjiasa, He COEePZXKaBIINCh, B3TJIAHYII Ha €€ 6J'I€‘CTHH.Iee OT BOOBI MaJIEHBKO€ JIUIIO U
IIPOTAZKHO BEIJOXHYII.

ToHKMe TanbIEl HEKOTOPOEe BPeMsi oAparuBaiy, oka oH Kojebasics, HO 3aTeM, B3TJITHYB Ha E
CroHs1, KOTOpPBIN OB psimoM, JIu LI310Hb HAaKOHEI] OIYCTHII TOJIOBY, OTKPBITT CYMOYKY, OOITABIIYIOCS Y
ee TaJIuy, U BHITAIINI CalpeTKy.



E CYCY CHOBa IIOACTaBMJIa €My CBO€ JIMIIO.

JIn LI310Hb IPHUIIYPUIICS U TMOHSI CandeTKy, YTOOH IPUKOCHYTHCS K €€ TTTafKOM KOXKe.

ITycTh OH U cTapascs OBITh OCTOPOXKHEE, IIPOMOKAs BJIATy, ero Claerka MO30JIHUCThIe KOHUKMKH IIaJIbIIeB
BCe e Hen30exKHO KacaJluCh ee TOHKOH MSATKOW CBETJION KOXKH, KOTOpasi OLICTPO Hadajla PO30BETh.
9TO IPUKOCHOBEHHE OBIJIO TOM00HO TPHKOCHOBEHHIO CTPEKO3H K BOJIe, HO 3aCTaBIISIIIO UX 000HX
B3[IparuBaTh.

E Cycy IIPOCTO XO0TeJIa CKa3aTh, 9YTO el Bce elle HY2KHO BBEITEPETH HOC, HO €€ TEeJIO 3a4p02Kajlo.
OH.IYH.[GHI/IG OT MPUKOCHOBEHHUSA 3TOI0 MyK4YMUHEI K Hell... HEOXKHIaHHO, HO OHa He HEeHaBHUeJIa €ro.
Ilaxxe HEMHOTO TMMPUATHO: XO0TEJIOCh YTKHYTECS B €T0 JIaJOHE U IIOTEPETH 00 Hee, IIO3BOJINTE EMY
IIOr'JIafgHuTh €€ II0 I'0JIOBE...

Hert! Ona GraropopmHas ayieraHTHas KOIIKa, a He cofaka!

E Cycy nokpacHesna u Teneps u30eraia ero pyk, ogyMas 1po ce0si, 9T0 3TOT YeJI0OBeK
MeiCTBUTEILHO MOT ORI CTQTh JIYYIIUM B MUPE XO3IWHOM, BE€Ob MPENbIAYIIUM, KOTOPHIE IIIT0X0
oOpalanuch ¢ Hel, 0OHa He I103BOJIsiIa KOCHYThCS HU OJHOY CBOEY IIEePCTUHKY.

JIu 1I310HF HEMHOT'0 HEJIOBKO JIEPHYJICS, U ero IaJblibl 3aCTHIIA B Bo3ayxe. Ho oH He 6e3nenbHUK!
ToT (hakT, YTO OH OCTAHOBUJICS HA MOJIIYTH, HOKa3bIBaJl, YTO OHA NIPUBJIEKaeT ero... OgHAKO OH He
MOZKET C 9TUM COTJIaCUTHCS, €er0 HUKOT{la He HHTepecoBalia HA OfjHa XKeHIIHHa.

JIu 1I310Hb OTBe TJ1a3a, B35/ candeTKy U IPOMOKHYJI BIary C ee JIKIla ellle HeCKOJIbKO pa3 C
0ecCTPaCTHBEIM JIUIIOM.

— Omu!

E CYCY YyThb HE MOAIIPBITHYJIA, a IIOKAaJIbIBAHKE U JIETKOE OHEMEeHNe, PAaCIIPOCTPaHUBIIEECHd I10 €€
YEeJIICTH, IIOYTHU 3aCTAaBUJIO €€ 3aMAYKATh.

Kak 3TOT MyKuMHa MOT KOCHYThCS ee mogooponka!

Kax o Mor aT0 coenaTh?!

OTKy[ma OH y3HaJ caMmylo 60bIIyi0 cinabocts Msay-Msy?

[TouyBcTBOBaB 3amax Kollaybel MATH U CHOBA OLIYTUB €ro NPUKOCHOBeHUe, nuuo E Cycy
IIOKPaCHEJIO.



JIu LI3t0HDb yOpas pyKy, CKajl KyNaK ¥ CJIeTKa KalITHYI, YTOOb CKPHITh CBOE CMYIIeHHE.

— Hrak... Bce xoporo.

— Xopo1o... — 3XoM 0To3BaJics JIu [[310Hb.

E Cycy cMmyTunace.

B mpumapkoBaHHOM HemofanieKy Kamuinake oqu Bce emle mpeObBaal B IePMaHEeHTHOM IIOKE,
ocobenHo JTt0 YK3Hb, KOTOPHIM AyMaJl, 4TO XOPOILIO 3HaeT cBoero 6occa. OH ceiivac efBa He ocyer!

'naps, kak 60cc BRITUPAET JIUI0 rocnoxu E, oH 3amymarcs: pa3Be 3TO He TOT HEIPUATHLEINA pOMaH,
KOTOPHIM HPABUTCS TOJBKO ero xkeHe? Kak MOT Takol pelIMTeIbHEIN YeloBeK, Kak ero 60cc, cuenaTh
Takoe?

Bort 3TO OTKpOBEeHUE!

JIto Y2K9Hb XJIOMHYII KYJIaKOM II10 JIafOHU.

OH HakKOHeI Bce MOHSI!

«3HayuT, 60cc xo4yeT OOMbIIE, YEM IIPOCTO feTel... Tak BOT B 4eM pieno... Ctapsiii UxkaH mpas. I
IEeUCTBUTEILHO AyMaJl, YTO MOTUBHI 60CCa CIIUIITKOM IIPOCTHI».

A E Cycy TeM BpeMeHeM HakoHel] nepepasa Mansiia E CioHa Ha pyku JIu 1[310HI0.

JIu 1I310HB OB OIIeIOMJIEH. B Ty XKe CeKyHAY OH 3aTOPOIUJICS, ITPOTITUBAs PYKU BIepes.

MSrkuii MaleHbKUY YeI0BeUeK, HaIBUTAoNINKNCs Ha Hero... OOBIYHO CIIOKOMHOE KpacuBoe IuIlo JIu
LI3toHs mobnegHeno. B aTOT MOMEHT BHE3aIIHEIM BeC 3aCTaBUII €T0 PYKHU CIIerKa 3afpoxXKarTh.
Becco3HaTenbHO OH yoep2KUBajl MaJlblllla TIOOMBIIIIKAaMU U II0YTH IIepecTasl AbIIIaTh.

— TrI mOoMXKeH fepXkaTh ero Kpenko, — Haxmypunack E Cycy, Korga noBepHysia ronosy. [ Ha
1103y MYKYHWHEI, OHA TOHSJIA, YTO OH JIyYIlle BOCIIUTHIBAET € TEHHIIIEH, YeM OHa.

JIn 1I310HB, OOHAKO, YYBCTBOBAJ CeOs Tak, CIOBHO CTOJIKHYJICS C TPO3HBIM BparoM, 1 ero 00 BOT-BOT
ITOKPOETCS UCIIapUHOM. DTO MEPBHIH pas3, KOrma OH NepKUT pebeHKa.

OH myMmar, 4To 9T0 OymeT JIerko, HO, KOTrjja ChIH 0Ka3aJICs Y Hero Ha pyKax, OH GBI OIIEJIOMJIEH U ero
pasyM OImyCTerl.



— OpHolt pyKo# nopmgepxkuBai BoT TyT, — E Cycy omycTuina ero i1afioHs, YTOOH Ta MOAmepKUBaia
IIOIKY MaJIbllla.

Ceppnue B rpynu Jlu 1[310HA 3aCTy4ano CUIbHEE.

B maH#Ke MOCMOTpPEB BHK3, OH yBHUAeN Masbiiia E CioHs, KOTOPEIA B 9TOT MOMEHT 3aCThII ¥ He 3HaJl,
KaK JepKaTh CBOM MajeHbKKe Py4Yku. OH OECIIOMOIIHO CXBATUJICS 3a Kpal CBOEH OHEeXKIbl, U ero
Oefloe HEKHOE JTMYUKO Ka3aJI0Ch HAMIPSIKEHHHIM - pe6eHOK HepBHUYAIT.

JIu LI310H5 OyaTO CHOBA CHJIBHO YIAPHUIU B I'PYOb. MaIbIII TOXKE HEPBHUYAET. ..

— He 6oiicsi, — tuxo ckasan oH E Cionio, a E Cycy gob6aBuna:

— TbI MOXKeIIb OepKaThCS 3a OfEeKIY OSIH.

E CroHb mogHsa CBOe MaJIeHbKOE JIUII0, KOTOPOe Ka3ajIoCh HEMHOT'0 XKeCTKUM, COBEPIIEHHO 0e3
yNBIOKH, ¥ OTKPEBLUT POT, HO HE CMOT M3[aTh HU 3BYyKa.

E Cycy penko oOHMMasa ero, He TOBOPS YK 0 OPYruX He3HaKoMIax. Ero Boobiie pegko KTO-TO
oOHKMaJl, Jaxe B JeTCKOM Cafly VYUTEeNIbHUIIA MaKCUMYM fiepKasa ero 3a pyky. Y BoT ero oOHS
aToT asapas, Kotoporo E CioHb coBceM He 3Han!

OH yyBCTBOBAJI ce€0sT CTPAHHO ¥ HEMHOT'0 HEJIOBKO. DTO He TaK yHoOHO, KaK KOrfa OH ObIT Ha pyKax
MaMbl. Ho... OH CHOBa IOOHSIIT TOJIOBY, ¥ BCKOpPE HeOOIbINOe HAMPSIKEHKWEe B eT0 TeJIe PacCesiyioch,
IIPEBPATHUBIIKCEH B CBOET'0 POfia JIFOOOIEITCTBO.

Temepsb OH 0YeHb OIU3KO K 3TOMY Asife, ¥ KOTHOA OH IOIHSI TJla3a, TO YCIIBIIIAN ASIUHO
cepauebuenne. Cepare OO CUITBHO KOJIOTHUIIOCH - OHO OMIIOCH TOPa3no OBICTpee, YeM eTro
COOCTBEHHOE.

Hsns Toxke 6outca U eMy HeyIOOHO.

Oun B4Yepa BMeCTe IIPUHUMAJIK BaHHY, U 0404 TOTId TOXKE HUCIIEITEIBAJl CTECHEHHE.

E CioHb He MoOT He IIPOTAHYTE CBOIO MAaJIEHBKYIO PYKY, YTOORI KOCHYTBCA CBOEN Irpyou. Oxa3mIBaeTCs,
OH He eIMHCTBEHHHIH B 3TOM MHUpe, KTO pO6OK 1 OouTCS HE3HaKOMIIEB.

— OM...

Korpa E CioHb mpHIEs K 3TOMY BEIBOY, €TI0 CYPOBO€ U CEPhe3HOE TUII0 MIHOBEHHO PAcCiabuiocs, u
OH ITOCJTyIITHO KUBHYI.



CHoBa B3r/IsHYB Ha JIu 11310Hs, YepHHIe Tla3a M0Ka3aJId HEMHOTO COYYBCTBUS U Jaxke
6;aromapHOCTh. YTOOH TOMOYSL MaMe, [ TePIUT TUCKOMOOPT. 3HAUMUT, OH TOKE MOXKET 3TO
BEIHECTH. Bojiee Toro, oH He cTasl Okl CMOTPETH Ha A0 CBEICOKA M3-3a €r0 POOOCTH.

[TomymaB 06 aToM, E CioHb Habpascs CMeNOCTH U CJerkKa YIbIOHYIICS 3TOMY BHICOKOMY M CUIBHOMY
nsne.

YBumeB Takue xXe SIMOYKH, KaK ¥ Yy HeTro camoro, JIu LI310Hb I04yBCTBOBAJI Kap B I'PyOH.

— Xopourui Mabu¥K, — ITOXBAJIMII OH U HEe MOT He CXKaTh PYy4Ky peOeHKa.

30HT C AIMHHOM PYYKOM, TOGHSATEIA HaJ FOJI0BOM, CO3[aBajl MIPOCTPaHCTBO OOGHOBPEMEHHO O HUX
TpouX. B3pocikie U MaskbII, KaK OflHA CEeMbS.

JIn Li310Hb mepxan peberka u O6b1 04eHb 6/1u3K0 K E Cycy, a 30HT OblT mocepenuHe. Ha minedax ux
000HX [I0 CHX TI0P BUOHEJIMChH BIaXKHEIE ISTHA OT HOKIEBOM BOMHI.

TaKYIO TECHOTY U TsA2KeCThb B TeJIe OH UCIIBITAll BIIEPBEIE. Bpra}KeHI/Ie rna3 JIu LI310HS I0CTEIIEHHO
MEHSAJIOCH, CTAHOBACH TEIIIIEE.

— IorimemTe Tyna, 4TOOH YKPHITHCS OT OOXK[S, TaM MHOT'O PECTOPaHOB, — BHE3ANHO 3aroBopuia E
Cycy.

[Tpexne 4eM OH yCIiesI BO3Pa3uTh, OHa MOTAlllKjIa €r0 K HaBeCy Y BX0fja B TOPTOBHIM LIeHTP. B 3TOT
MoMeHT JIu LI310Hb Jaxke MOYYBCTBOBAJ HEOOJIBIIYIO IYCTOTY B CEPALE - TIOPa BEPHYTh pebeHKa
MaTepu. Y Hero HeT OO0Jblle TPUYKH JepKaTh ero Ha PyKax.

Ho kT0 GBI MOT ITOyMaTh, UTO B CJIEAYIOUIYI0 CEKYHAY fBe Oesble magouu E Cycy MenbKHYIM nepef
ero riazamu. OmHa HEIPHYJIA IIOf eT0 PYKY ¥ KOCHYJIaCh TKaHU TPYCUKOB Maskima E CioHs, a gpyras
TIOTPOTrasa ero...

JIu 11310HB: "?!"

E Cronp: "I!!"

WU otel, u cuiH OBLITH OOWHAKOBO IMIOKMPOBAHLI, 1 UX YIIIHM MOMEHTAJIEHO IIOKPACHEJIN.

— Hy, Hu ofuH U3 Bac He IPOMOK, — ynbiOHyIach E Cycy. - OTIMYHO, 3HAYUT, BBl HEe IIPOCTYIUTECH!

JIu LI310HB BCe elle YyBCTBOBAJI, KakK OyATO €e pyKa IIPO0JIKAeT KaCaThCs ero... CIUHEL. ET0 B3rIsh
TIOTEMHE]T.



Cnepamuit B Kamunnake JIro Yxaup: "!!1!"
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