— Cripliiana, 4TO B OGHOM M3 KOHAUTEPCKUX UMIIEPaTOPCKOU CTOIUIIEL [IEK/IN 3aMedaTe/IbHble
III0KOJIafHbIEe TOPTUKY, HO M3-32 KAKOr0-TO TaM UHIMAEHTA OHU IIPOCTO B3SAJIU U 3aKPBUIUCE... MOXKET,
THL IOACOOUIEL MHE € 3TUM? OYeHb YK X04YeTCs Ionpo0oBaTh.

— TrI X04elIb UCII0IH30BaTh CUIY YePHOM ABIPH TOJIBKO Pafil TOT0, YTOOB BEPHYTHCS B IIPOIIOE U
nonpoboBaTh TOPTUKU?.. Cepbe3HO?

— Ia! A mouyeMy HeT? TEl UMeeIIb YTO-TO IIPOTUB TOPTUKOB? ThHl ¥ caM HaBepPHsSKa BLITBOPSJL YTO-TO
romoOHoe, ToKa MeHd He 050!

— Trl Bedb clieliaabHO KOCUIIIb IOJ AYPOYKY, Aa? YToOw! ou3eBaThCs Hafmo MHOU?.. U He maBu
neI0y Tak, OYATO ThI MEHS TOJIbKO 4TO YHU3MIa! OHa MeHs nyraer!

— O Benukuii IlyTemecTBeHHUK BO BpemMeHnu, nMeHneM 0ora Hallero, CIyCTUCh ¢ HeOec Ha 3eMJTI0 U
1Iojapu MHEe BO3MOXKHOCTb ITOIPo6oBaTh TOPTUK! Xa-xa-xa!

— Tl Befib 9TO... CIIEIUANIBHO, [ia... 51 y2Ke TOBOPUIL... OX... TagHo. IIycTh OyAeT Taxk.

— TBoe uMs Temeps He B MOYeTe, TH 3HAEITh? Tak 4To OyOb YK mJ00p, UCIIOTHY XKeJlaHue
eIUHCTBEHHOTO IIPECTABUTENIS CBOEH I[EPKBH.

— Hap TBoMM ToXke HUMO Telephb He BEPTUTCS... a ¥ He BepTeJicsd HUKOTHa, pa3 yX& Ha To mouio. 1
HUKaKOY LIePKBYU y MeHS HeT, He BeiAyMbIBaii!l.. Ho... xoporo.

— Vpa! Brepeq, B umnepatopckyto cronuny! Pagu yectu u cnasel! Y1 TOPTUKOB, KOHEYHO.

— U mo6aBuTh-TO HEUero. Torga u s BO3bMY ce0s1 4TO-HUOYOb... TaM MEKYT OyOIuKu?

— By6nuku? KoneuHo, ux rae Tonbko He nekyT. C uem? C mokonagom? Eciu ga, To Kakou
BO3bMellb? YepHHIN Uy OeIlbiii?

K>

BrHesanHo, BuHTep yCabIIIan TOT caMblil BOITPOC, KOTOPHIH BrOHSET €ro B Iityboyaiimuii crynop. OH
3aMep Ha MecCTe, CJIOBHO TOJIBKO YTO CJIeNJIeHHas CTaTysl... B3TJISAL YIEeTYYuiICsa Kyna-To BOab,
BLIHY2K[Ias €T0 IIOTEPSTh CBSI3b C PEaibHOCTHIO. M TOMBKO JIUIIBL ITOCTIE ATUTEIbHOM MTay3kl, OH CMOT
IaTh OMUH-eMUHCTBEHHBIN OTBET, KOTOPHIM Y HEro OBLI:

— Ceperit. 4 BEIOMpAIO... CephIii. — [IPOTOBOPHUIT OH ITOTEPSTHHBIM T'OJIOCOM.

— Ceptiit? MHTEPECHO... He MOXKEIIh BEIOpaTh MEXKIY YEPHLIM U O€JIbIM, la? — CIIPOCUIT Y HETro 10



XKyTHUu 3HAKOMBIH T'0JIOC non ookoMm. — Wnmu IIPOCTO HE X04Yellb BHGI/IpaTb?

He xoueT unu He MoxkeT? Xopomuy Bonpoc. OH 1 caM He 3HaeT.

— A, g 3Haw! — mepeq ero rjaa3aMu HOSIBUICSA CUJYy3T AEBYIIKU C IIyCTHIM JIUI[OM, IIePEKPHIBAOIIUN
€ro IyTh, U EOUHCTBEHHOE, YTO MOXKHO ObIJI0 pa3o6paTh B HEM — 3TO KPaCHO-KpPOBaBHIE I'J1a3a, [0 CUX
TI0p OTHAIoIINe SIPKUM CBeYeHUEeM, CJIOBHO JiyHa. — THl He JKeJlaelllb YTO-TM00 BEIOUPATh... Thl IPOCTO
XOuelllb IIOJTy4YUTh BCe U Cpa3y, He Tak Ju? fACHO-5ICHO, — CUJIYST AEeBYIIKY IOfOLIeN I00IHuXKe K
HEeMY, CJI0KUB PYKH 3a CIMHOU. — f ToXKe X04y BCce U cpa3y, Bunrep.

— YT10?.. — yOUBIIEHHO IPOroBOpuUI BuHTED, BO3Bpallasch B pealbHOCTh. CUIYITOM OEBYIUKYU Iepe[
ero rjla3aMH, Kak HeTPYIHO AOrafaThCsl, OKa3asachk Jyin. [la ¥ HUKTO [APYToM U He MOT OLITh Ha
9TOM MecTe. — THL... IOHUMaellb MeHd?.. — ['71a3a BuTepa OKpyIrIUIUCh, OH OLIEeJIOMJIEHHO
IIOCMOTpeJT Ha J7u nepeq co6oit. — [loHUMaels, 0 YeM 5 TOBOpIo?

— OueBUOHO, YTO HE O IIOKOJIafe, — XUXUKHYB cebe 1o HOC, TPOroBOpuiIa OHa. — ThI Bcerma Ob
CTpPaHHBIM, BUHTED, XOTh ¥ CTapaelbCcs 3TO BCIYECKU CKPHIBaTh. He OoT Mupa Bcero, st OB CKa3ama.
Ia TH ¥ He JOMXKeH OBITH OT MHUPA BCETO, a, KICKYCCTBEHHBIN YETIOBEK?

— Onnu... ... — OHa 3arHasa ero B YTOII. BI/IHTep CXKaJl KYJIaKH, PA303JIMBIIKCH Ha CaMOT0 cebss — oH
IIOIIPOCTY HE 3HAET, YTO OTBETUTh. — A He...

Tak u He HAWOSA OTBETA, OH CMUPEHHO pa3Kall KyJlaKy, 3aKphiBasi T1a3a U OMyCcKas TOJIOBY.

— IIymaelnb, 3T0 HEHOPMAJIbHO — KeJlaTh BCET0 U Cpa3y? — JJIIM B3si7Ia ero 3a PyKY, BEIHYyKOas
o0paTuTh Ha ceOs BHUMaHUsA. — HeHOpMabHO XKeJlaTh He BHIOMPATh MeXIY J0OPOM U 37I0M,
IIBITAsCh HAUTHU 4YTO-TO cpenHee? My Ke BOBCE HAWTH TO, UYTO HAXOAUTCS 3a TPaHbI0? — 3a OOHOU
PYKO¥ mmociiefioBaia u BTopas. — Hy, Torga s Toxke HeHOopMasnbHas. He To 4TOOH s 9TO KOrma-HUOYOb

CKpbIBasa... — B3[bIXasl U OTBOAS B CTOPOHY B3TJIsiA, fo0aBuia OHa.
— Onnu... dneoHopa... — IpepBasl ee BuHTep, nepeBoas BHUMaHus Ha cebs. — Crmacubo tebe... 1 u
MEeUTaTh He MOT O TOM, 4TO... — He maBas eMy OOTOBOPUTb, JJIIK He BhIIepKaja U KPEmKO-KPEnKo

o0Hsia ero, 06xBaTUB BuHTEepa 00eMMU PyKaMu BOKPYT CIIMHHI U TPUKKUMas K cebe.

— 4 ke mpocuna Tebs... Ipocuia He Ha3klBaTh MeHS Tak, Tymnuila u3 Hem3BeCTHOCTU. A TH BCe He
Cyllaellb U He CIIyIIaellb... — YIIHUPasch HOCOM B €ro IIel0 U IIUPOKO yiIbI0asich, TOBOPHUIa OHa. —
[TpuHIlECCa Jne0HOpa yMepiia MHOTO JIeT Ha3afl, 0Ka3aBIIKCh TOPakeHHOM IIPOKIATHEM... HO
KOpOJIeBa JJINIK BCe ellle 3[eCh, Iepen To00M. ITO Belb TH CTal IPUYUHON ee TOSIBIIEHUSs, He 3a0bln?

BI/IHTep €Jle 3aMETHO IIOKHBaJl B OTBET.

— Tl IODApPHUI MHE UM, @ BMECTe C KMEHEM U CMBICTT KU3HH... S 0Ka3aJIach BI06IeHa B Tebs C
caMoro HayaJjla, caMa Toro He moHuMasi. ¥ Most mo60Bb K TeOe... TBOs J1II000Bb KO MHE... IpUBeJIa Hac



ciofa — K ¢uHamny. [Jaxe MOTEPSIBIINCH BO BPEMEHH... MBI OCTAJIMCh BEPHHI APYT APYTY, HECMOTPS HU
Ha 4T0. OCO3HaHUE 3TOTO... fleJlaeT MeHsI CYaCTIUBOM.

Onnu chenana HECKOIBKO IIaroB Ha3al, Ha 9TOT pa3 He yOupas pyKH 3a CIHHY.

— ThI TIOHSATIAa MEHS, IIPpUHSATIA TAKUM, KaKOH 5 eCTb... — HEeYBEPEHHO IIPOOOIZKHAII BI/IHTep. — Th
IIOHAJIa, YTO TOT BOIIPOC UMeEET [Jid MEeHA COBEPIIEHHO NHOE 3HaYeHHue... 3TO...

— Tebe He HYKHO 00BICHATL MHe, BUHTED, IOTOMY YTO 5 TaKasd XKe, KakK U Thl, — IIPepBajia OHa ero.
— MexXny 4epHBIM U O€/IBIM... 3aTaUJIOCh CEPOE, MHE 9TO U3BeCTHO. «Ho 9TO numis BepmuHa
aiicbepra...» — JJIIK MIPOTSHYA €My PYKY, TpuMaHuBast K cebe. — IToMoxkeIrs MHe HAUTH TO, YTO
JIeXKUT 3a IpefielaMu yepHoro u 6emoro? Te6s 1 caMOro My4aeT 3TOT BOIIPOC, pa3Be HeT?

— ITa! — pamoCTHO BOCKIUKHYJ BuHTeD, Kpenko xBatas ee 3a pyKy. — OTBET Ha 3TOT BOIIPOC HE 110
3y0aM OOBIYHBEIM JIIOMSIM, HO MBI HOJIZKHBI ITOTTPo6oBaTh! BMecTe MHL... — BUHTEpP PaCIIbIICS B
IIUPOKOH yIbIOKe, CIOBHO MilafieHell. — BMmecTe... BMecTe Mbl cMOXeM!

— BoT 310 myx! — ycMexHynachk OIH, BCTaBasl PSALOM C HUM, IIPYA 9TOM He OTIIyCKas ero pyky. — f
Oosnblile HUKOITIa He T03BOJII0 Tebe moTepaThCsl B caMoM cebe, BunTep.

— A s He 03BOJII0 TeOe TPYCTUTH, MajleHbKasl puHIiecca! — BUHTep pBaHyIl BIlepel, yTacKuBast
Onnu 3a coboii. — A ecnu u Gyfenib TPYCTUTH, TO TOJIBKO BMECTE CO MHOM!

— 9-3i! — YyTh He CIIOTKHYBIIKCH, HEOOBOILHO Ho6aBuiIa Iau. — Kyga 9To ThI MeHS IMOTAIIKIT TaK
BHe3amnHo?! TOIbKO 4YTO B CTyIOpPe CTOSII!

— Bbe3 mousaTusa! Ho mup 6onbiioii, BepHO? Kyna-HuOyns fa npupem!

DI TPUOTKPHIIA POT, MHITASCh YTO-TO CKA3aTh, HO TaK U HE CMOTJIa Hu4Yero. To i y Hee He
TIOJIyYHIIOCh HAWTHU TIOAXOMSIIUX CJIOB, TO I OHA IIPOCTO He CMOTJIa HAalTH cMenlocTu B cebe. OHa,
KaK ¥ BCerja, Hafiesiach MOOLITE HHUIIMATOPOM B CUTYAIUH, HO B 3TOT pa3 BuHTep mpeycien, 3aHsIB
TIO3UIMIO TUEePa BMEeCTO Hee. TaKoTro pa3BUTHs COOBITHI... HET, BepHee OymeT cKa3aTh, MOsIBIIeHHe
TAKOW CTOPOHEI BUHTEepa OHA He MOTIJIa HUKAK OXKHOATh... ¥ TAKOH CITydall IIPOCTO HEe MOT OCTAaBUTh
ee 6e3 CHaCTIUBOM yNILIOKY Ha Julle!

— [Ilali MHe XOTb HOCIieXu 3a0paTh, Thl, TyNBINM BuHTep! 4 CIUIIKOM CHIIBHO pacTepsiia GopMmy,
4yTOOBI BaJIUTh HEYTOOHBIX KyJlaKaMHU, fia ellle U B IaThe!

— He BomnHyiicsi! — B cIlellike TOBOPHUJI OH, HE OCTaHAB/IMBAsICh HU Ha CEKYHOy. — I 00s3aTeNbHO
cracy tebs, eciu ¢ To60# 4To-TO ciyuutcs! JIro6ou 1eHowM!

Cmoacer ee, fa... BI/IHTep BCeTr'dd TaK OeJla€T, 1 3TO TOBOPUT O MHOT'OM.



TomBKO BOT...

— Tl He ycIeelb, IIOTOMY 4TO 5 criacy Te0si paHbiie!

TeMma BOKDPYT BI/IHTepa pa3BesdylaCh, 1 OHM BHOBB OKa3adJIMCh Ha TOM II0JI€, BEPHYBIINCE U3 IIYCTOTHI.
dmnu mobexkana BIIepen, CMesiCeb OT BCeH OyIIin, a BI/IHTep CTapaJliCd He OTCTaBATh, IIpecCiienay4d ee
POBHO OO TOIrO MOMEHTa, KaK OHHM He CKPBIJINCH 3a O4YepPeaHbIM XOJIMOM. HukTo He 3HaeT, 4To
IIPOXU30IIJIO C HUMU [JaJiee.

Hctopusa «CUHTYNSIPHOCTA» HE 3aKOHUMJIACh, U OHA He 3aKOHUYMTCS [0 TeX MOp, II0Ka
CUHTYNISIPHOCTb HE UCYE3HET U3 MUpa B IPUHLHUIE. A 3TO, [10 IPUMEPHBIM MOACYETaM... IPOU30UIET
O4YeHb HECKOPO, ecli BooOIre mpousonaet. Hy, Tak 11 OHO BazXKHO, B caMOM-TO feje? ['1aBHOe, 4TO
3aKoHYMNach ucropus «KoHnia BpeMeH» — y:KaCHOTO COOBITHS, TPEeBPAIIAIOIIEro BeCh MU
0eckoHeYHO 00JIbIIIOe U3MEPEHUE, IIPEICTaBsAI0IIee U3 ceOs1 KIagOuIle 31ox.

Jlromu HaBcerga 3anoMHuu IlyTemecTBeHHNKa B0 Bpemenu u KpoBaByio pUHIIECCY KaK TUPAHOB,
IIpeciielyIomuX JTUIIL COOCTBEHHEIE 1Ie/H, XKejlas 00paTUTh BeCh MUP BO ThbMY, IIPU3BaB B HETO
TEMHOE COJIHIIe U Pa3JIOMbl BO BpEMEHU-TIPOCTPAHCTBE. B ompeieieHHOM CMEICTIE, YeI0BEeYECTBO
HAIIUIO [yt ce6s KO3JIOB OTIMYLIEHHUS, Ha KOTOPEIX MOXKHO OBIIO CBATUTh BCe Ge[Ibl, KOTOPHIE
TTPOUCXOMUIIN C HUMH.

OHo u K ny4lieMy, HaBepHOe. JIydlle yX Tak, 4eM BUHUTh KOT0 II0Taso.

BuHTep u 911y He 3HaIU, YTO Ha CaMOM [eJie CIYy4YUI0Ch TOTHa, B YEPHOU ABIpe... OHU He 3Hajld, KaK
MMEHHO POJIUIICS HOBBIM MUP, ITPOIOJIXKHUBIIIICE ¥ OQHOBPEMEHHO 000PBABUINCh Ha MOMEHTE, KOTHa
BunTepy u 9nnu ymanoch mobenuTh BCio apMuio LleHTpa 1 ocTaThCs Ha Horax. IIpoioe u 6yayiee
CMelllaluCh BOEIUHO, U MOSIBUIACh COBEPIIIEHHO HOBOE HacToslee. CKa3aTh II0 IIpaBae, BunTtep u
Onnu 3a6b1K OOJIBIIYI0 YaCTh TOTO, UTO ITPOU3OIIIO TaM.

W Tonbko nuih 6eI0CHEeXKHBIM IPAaKOH, TPO3BaHHEIM CUHOM, IPexoM, HaOTIoJaoIui 3a HUIMU
IPSIMUKOM K3 IIYCTOTHI, 3HAJ, YTO HAa CaMOM [eJie IIPOU30IIJIO B TOT pa3. 3HaJl, 4eM
[TyremecTBeHHUKY U [IpuHIlECCE IPUIIIOCH T0KEPTBOBATh PafiXl TOTO, YTOOH 0CTaHOBUTEL KoHel]
BpeMeH u ciacTu TeM caMbIM MUD, TaKOU YKaCHBIM, HO TaKOX IPEKpPacHBI OQHOBPEMEHHO. Mup,
KOTOPBIM HEHABUAUT UX BCEMU CUJIaMHU... IPEKPACHBIN U YKaCHBIM.

«,.»

«OHM TT0KEPTBOBAJIM BCEM, YTO Y HUX ObLIO, 1 gaxe Gonbine. Hy He Tynus 1u?..» — YCMEXHYIach
dburypa CUHTYISIPHOCTH, 3aTauBILASICS BO ThME.

«H BCce XKe OHU IPeyCIIeNn...» — YAOBJIETBOPEHHO OTBETHUII €U MOTJIOLeHHbIM ThbMOM CHH, TakK Xe
Ha0iomast Co CTOPOHHI PSINOM C Hel. — «KaxKeTcs,, UMEHHO 9TO Ha3hBaeTCs TPUyMOM...»



«B03MOXKHO...» — MEJJIEHHO Pa3BepHYBIIKCh, CUHTYJIIPHOCTH 3allIarajia B MycToTy. — «Bce xe o
TIJI0X0 Pa30MParOCh B MIOASX, IIO3TOMY IOHSTHS He ¥Mel0, YTO OHU TaM ¥ KaK Ha3hIBaloT...»

PacrpaBuB Kpwiibsi, CHH B3JIETEN BBEICH, MIOIIATHYB CAMO IIPOCTPAHCTBO PSAOM C co6oi. OH B3NETeN
TaK BBICOKO, KaK TOJIBKO MOT cefe I03BOJIUTE, BEMb 3OECH, B IIYCTOTE, HE OBIJI0O HUYETO, YTO MOTJIO OB
cmepxarth ero cuny. Hy, moMuMo camoit CUHTYISIPHOCTH HEIIoHaeKy. ..

CUHTYNIIPHOCTh OCTAHOBUJIACh U B3TJISIHYJIA Ha CBOIO PYKY, MEIJIEHHO PAaCTBOPSISICh BO TbME, B CBOEH
coOCTBEHHOM MycTOoTE. — «MOXKeT, Korfa-Hubyab s CMOTY IIOHSTh, KAKOT0 3TO...»

BLITh 4enoBEeKOM.
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