— 9TO0 He IIpEeCTyIIJIEeHne.

— 3TO MO BHHA, Ballla CBETJIOCTb.

KaTepHHa CheJiajia HIiar’ BIIEpen.

— Yro cnykXaHKa MOXeT 00 9TOM 3HATh?

— IToueMy 9TO He MMPECTYIITIEHHUE?

— [ToToMy uTO MHe OBINT aH TaKOM ImpuKas. BoT u Bce.

— Oprenb, BCTaBail.

— Bama cBetnocte! — npoBu3xkana KarepuHa nOTPsICEHHBIM TOJIOCOM.

WM3-3a 3TOr0 MHE [jake IPUILIOCh 3aTKHYTh YIIIH.

— KarepuHna, tuiie.

YecTHO... BO3M0OXKHO, MHE CTOUJIO OBl TOTUXOHBKY YVUTH ¥ OCTABUThH €€ TIOAYMaTh.

— Bama cBeTnocTs!

nu TyT KaTepHHa YyIIajla Ha KOJIEHHU IIPAMO B Ky49y OYHUCTKOB.

«3JTO0 yKe HEMHOTO JPYToe Aeso».

¢l B3rnIsTHy A Ha Hee CBepPXY BHU3.

— Bot nouemy s XoTea BCTPETUTh BaC HECKOJIBKO JHEW Ha3afd: U3-3a ommbKy Jpress! — riasa
KaTepuHH pelmMTenbHo IOKPacHeld, Kak 6yaTo oHa coOMpanach Kak-To OKJIeBeTaTh Jdprefb. bieck
ee rmuas...

— Bort IMo4YeMy g CKa3alla, YTO HUKTO HEe BUHOBAT.

4 pasgpakeHHO B3OOXHYIA.

— Jlerno He cTonbko B Cy-HHE, KOTOPHIM 3[eCh KUBET, a B TOM, YTO B 3aMKe Jlamenb HaXOOUTCS



HEe3BaHHIM I'OCTh, Ballla CBET/IOCTh.

Eciu Tak MPOROIIZKUTCS, BCe TPOYUE CIIyKAHKK U CIIYTH IIOCTAPAlOCh IIEPEBE3TH CBOU CEMbH B 3aMOK,
He CIIpalInBas pa3pemenus. HecMoTpst Ha To, YTO 3TO OIIpaBAaHKe OHa IpUAyMasa Ha X0y, OHa U
IIpaBfa He omudasach.

— Kaxk BHI 3HaeTe, B Jlamersie CyIeCcTBYIOT CTporue mpaBuiia. CorimacHoO UM, 5 JOMXKHaA OBITh HaKa3aHa
U CMellleHa C ITOCTa I'JIJaBHOM FOPHUYHOM, — MOKYChIBas T'yObl, cCKa3ania KaTepuHa.

OpHako Moe MHEHMEe HeCKOIbKO OT/IMYajoch OT ee.

«IIpu TakoM packiafe Tebsi CTouo OBl BEIIIBEIPHYTH 3@ ABEPD IT0 0OBUHEHUIO B 0OMaHe TepIOruHu».

4 ocTaBuna ee B [IOKOE, IIOTOMY YTO XOTeJIa ITIOCMOTPETHh, CKOJIEKO BCET0 OHA IIJIAHUPYET IIPETBOPUTH
B 2KN3HG.

— Takum 06pa30M, g CHUTAl0, YTO 3a HaPYyIIeHXEe IIPAaBUIT X 3a OOIIYCK Yy2KaKad, YE€JIOBEK OH UJIK HET,
oaxe 0e3 YBE€OOMIJIEHU A 00 9TOM, CliegyeT HaKa3hkIBaThb.

YecTHO roBOpS, 5 IIOHUMAI0, II0YEMY OHA 3TO fejIaeT.

«TbI, HOMKHO OBITH, OOUIILCS, YTO IPTeib 3alMET TBOE MECTO II0CTIE TOTO, KakK Te0s yBOISAT».

OnHaxo...

— Tak Kakoe HaKa3aHHe THl X0Tejla Obl? — He 3Has, 0 YeM OHa OyMa€eT, CIIPOCHIIA .

4 couna, YTO MOTY U OIIUOUTHCS.

— HYMaIO, YTO MBI OOJIZKHEI BEITHATH €€ U3 3aMKd BMECTE C 3TUM CYIIIECTBOM.

VBH, KaTeprna octaercst Katepunoi. OHa cKa3ajla UMEHHO TO, Yero 5 OT Hee U OXKHufaa.

— Ax...

Katepuna HaxMypuiack, CJIOBHO €l He XOTeJIOCh flaXke YKa3klBaTh B CTOPOHY Jpreib U pebeHKa, u
TOPOILJIMBO CKa3aJa:

— Pasymeercs, 663 KoMIIeHCALUK 3a TIOTEPI0 PaboTy.



OHa TOYHO Takas, Kak s ee ce0e U IMpecTaBuIa: Mep3Kas, KeCToKasi mepcoHa. YeCcTHO TOBOPS,
OHa He CJIMIIKOM OTJIUYajIoCh OT JIIOeH 13 MOEero MPexHero Mupa, rae s 0QUCHBIX CITyXKalIlux
KOMIIEHCAIMS 3a ITOTePio padoTh OklIa OCIeOHUM 6ACTHOHOM U €JUHCTBEHHOM HaleXKIoH Ha
BO3POXK[ICHHE.

OTkaseiBast Iprejb B IpaBe Ha KoMIeHcamuio, Kateprna 3a0biBasa 060 BCEM, YTO Dpresib caesaia
nns Jlamens 3a TOOH CITyKOEL.

«Kakas raguHa», — IIPHUIIJIOCE IIPU3HATh MHE.

B Kopee Majo KoMy 3 MOEro OKpyzKeHwus oHa Obl TOHpaBUIack. YacTo moau BeayT cebst MIoXo Moy
NaByeHreM 00CTOSITENIBCTB, U CYIIECTBYeT JIUIIb KpaiHe MaJioe KOJIMYECTBO II0-HACTOSIIEMY TIIOXUX
mopeit. Ho ux He cpaBHUTH ¢ KaTepuHO#, KOTOPasi COBEPIIEHHO 0CO3HAHHO TBOPUT Ha CBOEM IIyTH
3710.

— Ecnu yBonuTh ee 3a ee MPOCTYIOK...

4 pa3mpakeHHO B3[OXHYIa U 000pBaa ee:

— XM...

KatepuHa nMpuMOJIKIIa, a TOTOM 3ar0BOPHUJIA OMSTh:

— 1 3HA0, BEI CYIUTE CEPIEM, HO, IIOCKOJIBKY CYLIECTBYIOT IPABHUIIA...

Omna Geryo mocMoTpesia HaBepX. M s cHOBa o6opBarna ee.

— Xopoiuo, Kateputa, s BooO1le He 3HA0, TOUYEeMY ThHl CYUTAEIIL 3TO IPECTYIIJIEHUEM.

— Bce noToMy, 4TO BH He 3HaeTe...

«A, Temlepb THI CHOBA IBITAEIILCS BHICTABUTH MEHS AYPOU?»

¢ Moryia yuTaTh ee, KakK OTKPHITYI0 KHUTY. KaTepuHa Bcerma Tak u oTBevasa Abenne:

— O, BBI MHOT'OT'O HE 3HaeTe.

bl yCTaBHUIIaCh Ha Hee C JegsTHOU YCMGHIKOfI Ha ry6ax, KOrma 3aMeTuJIa, 4YTO OHAd BOT-BOT CHOBA 3TO
CKaXerT.



— Bri roBopuTe, 4To JIeo — He 4eJiOBeK, a XKUBOTHOE, TaK?

— Ila, 3TO BEPHO.

— HY, g 1 He CHUTAIO 3TO ITPECTYIIJIEHHuEM. A gyacTo Bugena, 4TO CIIY2KaHKH OepzxKaT JOMaIllHUuX
IINTOMIEB B 3aMKeE.

— Ho sT0...

A nogusna PYKY, YTOOBI HE TI0O3BOJIUTH KaTepHHe MEH{ IIPEepPBaTh.

— Kpowme TOT0, KaK TBOS T'epIIOTHHS, I TOBOPIO, UTO epKaTh 3BEPS — 3TO He IPECTYIJIeHUe.

4 mokavarsa rojIoBOM, OTKa3bIBasi €l B BO3MOKHOCTH BCTaBUTh CBOE CJIOBO.

— Pa3 Tak, To He 3HAYHUT JIX 3TO, YTO g 6epy B pabOTHUKU KOTO0 momajo? Eciu Tel X04elllb cKa3aTh 00
9TOM, CTOUT JIX MHE IJIaTUTh uM? Ilayms?

— Ila, Ballla CBETJIOCTb.

— Tw1 mmatus Jleo?

— O, Hert!

— XM...

[Tornspmes Ha ITaymns, KOTOPHIM 3aMaxajl 00eMMHU PyKaMu, OTPHUIlas 3TO, S MOJI0KKIIa I0g00POIOK Ha
PYKH.

Iymato, uTo 6aromapst aToMy 5 Oydy, IO KpaliHe Mepe, CMOTPETLCS KakK Aypodyka. MHTepecHo,
IOCTATOYHO ¥ 3G (HEeKTUBHO 3TO OyIET, UK, MOXKET, MHE IIPUETCS CHelaTh YTO-TO ele. f mokavasna
TOJIOBOIA ellle CUIbHEe ¥ 3aAyMUYMBO CKa3asa:

— 4 He cyuTal0, YTO 3TO MOXKHO Ha3BaTh HapYyIIE€HHUEM. Tak, KaTepI/IHa? YTo CKaxXelb?
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