On 6pocun OBICTPHEIY B3TIISIT Ha «MMIIEPATPUITY», CUISIIYIO PSIOOM C HUM, ¥ YBU[IEN, YTO OHA
IPUILypHUa I'la3a, 3afiaBasi eEMy HeBRICKa3aHHbINM BOpoc. — OH GBI 3[ech XKepTBo. [Touemy oHa
TIOIO3PUTEIILHO CMOTpesia Ha Hero? — [IpoknsaTee! OH u npencTaBUTh cebe He MOT, YTO Pa3roBOP
obepHeTcs TakuM o6pa3oM. OTKy/a y 3TOTO CTapuKa B3siylach upes cBectu ero ¢ HOu do? OHa
oTipeniesieHHO Obllia HEe B €T0 BKyce. — «XM... g He COBCeM ITOHMMaI0, 0 YeM BHl TOBOPUTE, AEeAYIIKa
I'y. Ho ecnu BB 0 CUX IIOP He MOHSJIY, TO y MeHS cerdyac oTHoueHus ¢ Tan Mo FOi», — 0H HeJI0BKO
II0TEP 3aThUIOK, HafesaCh, YTO OHA He IIOJyMaeT, UTO OH ee 0OMaHBEIBaeT. YepT, 9TOT CTapUK IIOCTaBUI
€ro B HeJIOBKy0 cuTyauuio! Heyxenu genyiika ['y meldCTBUTENIBHO pacCMaTPUBAJI €r0 B KaueCTBe
BO3MOKHOTO0 MyxKa as ['y F0it lo? HeyxKenu 3TOT CTapUK XOTeJ, YTOOH €TI0 OTHOIIEHUS C
«UMIIepaTpUIer» 3aKOHUYMINCH NTpeXaeBpeMeHH0? OH 3HaJI, YTO C 3TUM CTapPUKOM TPYAHO UMETh
nesno, Ho ®sH Taup U HUKOTAA HE AyMaJl, YTO TOT IIOCTABUT €T0 B CTOJIb 3aTPYAHUTEILHOE
nosioxeHue. — «Ha caMoM [ieie, MBI paCTUM HAIINX MUJIBIX MaJeHbKUX 0yI04€eK, KOTOphle KOYT
HaIIlero BO3BpallleHus [oMou», — nobaBun oH.CTapuK MOCMOTPEN Ha Hero, a 3aTeM Ha Tan Mo Oi,
KOTOpasi HU4ero He ckasasia, 4ToOb uCnpaBuTh yTBepxkaenus ®sn Taup U, a TOBKO CMOTpesia Ha
Hero ¢ 6ecCTPaCTHBRIM XOIOAHBIM uiloM. OH He MOT IIOHSITh, KaK 3TH OBOE OKa3auCh BMeCTe, Bellb
OHM COBCeM He BHIrNaAenu napou. Xa JIsae Ysnb ycMexHyncd. ®3H TsaHbp Y MOr Ka3aThCs BIaCTHBIM,
HO OBIZIO 0YeBUOHO, YTO TaH Mo KO — Ta, KTO IeCTBUTEIFHO HOCUT IITAHKI B UX OTHOILIEHUAX. C
TaKMMU TeMIIaMy, IbSIBOJI CTaHEeT paboM KeHHI ellle [0 TOr0, KakK OHM MoXKeHATcI. — «Heyxemnu?
[Touemy MHe He coobuunu 06 aToM?» — Crapeduna 'y motep nog6oponok. Ox 3Ha, yto @3 TsHb
U xuset B Capy LiseTymux [IepCcukos, rae ero BHy4Yka BpeMEHHO OCTaHaBIMBaiacb. OHAKO HUKTO
13 ero YaCTHHIX IETEKTHBOB He CO0O0IIa, YTO «IbsSBOI» COCTOUT B OTHOIIEHHUSX C «IIaBIIeH
UMIlepaTpulleii». — «3a4eM MHe nraTh Tebe, genyinka ['y? — ®su Taub Y pa3gpakeHHO MomKal
ry0oel. — Moxemb cripocuTh y Mo FO#, ecnu cOMHeBaelbCs B MOUX ciioBax». OH TONKHYII JEBYIIKY B
00K, IpUBJIEKasl ee BHUMAHUeE, a 3aTEM IpolinenTal: «Thl JOJI)KHA YTO-TO CKa3aTh, €CJIA He XOYelllb,
4yTOOH! 51 JKEeHUJICS Ha TBOeM xopoue mogpyre». — «l'ocrmoxa Tau?» — Crapeiimuna 'y cipocun ee
IJIST TOATBEPKOeHUS. «[[bsIBOMI» OB CEphe3eH UM IIPOCTO IPUAYMBIBan OTrOBOpKuU? CyH Xyait ®aH
faxe He YIOMSIHYJIa, YTO ee ChIH COCTOUT B OTHOILLIEHUSX, KOT{la OHM Pa3roBapuBaiy B IIOCIIeIHUN
pa3.Tan Mo HOit mocMmoTtpena 4depe3 nnedo Ha ®oH Taub M. OH HET0BKO paccMessics: « Buguilp,
nenymka ['y. [Taxxe Mo FOu cornacunacse, 4To S He JOMXKEH KEHUTHCS Ha cecTpe Ao fAo. B moux
rJ1a3ax g MOry ObITh TOJBKO ee 6paToM. bosbine Hu4ero». OH OymeT MPOKJIAT, eciu notepset Tan Mo
FO# TonBKO MOTOMY, YTO KAKOU-TO CTapUK 3aX0TeJsl IOUIpaTh B CBATOBCTBO Mexkay HuUM u 'y FOu fo.
— «Kpome Toro, cectpa fo do yxe B oTHouIeHUsX ¢ X3 JIsHb UsHOM, ¥ MBI 00a HOBOJIBHEI CBOEM
KU3HbM. [loxkanyicTa, He YCIOXHSNTE HAIllM OTHOIIEHU, fedylika ['y», — cKa3a OH, CyX0
paccMesBInuch. CTapuK B3TOXHYN ¥ KUBHYN. — «Torfa, s mpoiny mpoileHus! f He mo KOHIIA 3HAIO,
KaKas XKU3Hb Obllla Yy MOel BHYYKHM C TeX I10pP, KakK OHa IOKMHYJa 3TO MeCTO. f1 MCKall ee 110 BCeMy
MUPY, TOJIBKO YTOOBI BEPHYTH JJOMOM», — 3aTeM OH IIOBEPHYJICS ¥ TocMOoTpest Ha X3 JIgHb UsHa. —
«Hapgerwcs, MOIOIO¥ TOCIOOHUH X9 X0poIo obparracs ¢ Hamel Fo Fo... Eciu Be He Bo3paXkaeTe, He
MoTTiK OBl Bbl yOEIUTh ee BHIMTH, U laBaiiTe 00CyIMM BO3MOXKHBIHM COI03 MeXKY BaMU U MOel
BHY4YKOM». ['ma3a X3 JIsHb YsHa pacmImpuinck. B ofuH MOMEHT 3TOT CTapuK X0Tes, 4To0k fo do
BBILIIIA 3aMyX 3a «ObsSBOJIa», a TEIepb OH OXOTHO 0fo0psieT ux oTHoUeHUs? [ToueMy OH Tak XOTen
BbIaTh ee 3aMyxk? ['y FOu flo oTKa3anace pa3roBapuBaTh C 4eIOM II0CJIe TOr0, KaK TOT 3asiBUJI O
CBOEM HaMepeHUU BEIATh ee 3aMyX 3a OPYroro MyX4uHY, HeCMOTPSL Ha TO, YTO OHA YKe COCTOosIa B
oTHomeHusX ¢ X3 JIgub YsHOoM. Bombliie Bcero ee 3afesio To, 9YTO CTapUK He CUUTAI er0 JOCTaTOYHO
IOCTOMHBEIM 115 Hee. C Tex IIOp OHa OTKa3bkiBajaCh BCTpedaThCs U pa3roBapuBaTh ¢ KeM-1ubo. [1o
KpalHey Mepe, OHU I0-IIpeXkKHeMY OCTaBJISJIU e[y y ee IBEPHU U IPOBEPSIY, X1UBa 11 OHa. ONHAKO
cerogHs Bce 6b1710 MHa4e. CTaphili IBOPEIKKY OCTy4an B iBepb U coobmi o npuxone ®su Tsaub U ¢
Tau Mo H0i1 u X3 JIsub YsHoM. Ee ceppile 3akonotunocs. OHa noTepsisia CBOM TenedoH U He MOTria
IIO3BOHUTH UM C MOMEHTA NMPUOBITUS, HO OHA He 0XKHUMajla, YTO OHU IIPUENyT, YTOOH yBUOeTh ee. He
Tepsis BpeMeHH, OHa nobexkaJja 1o KOpuaopy K KabuHeTy, T'Tie, 10 CJI0BaM OBOPEIKOTr0, HaXOJUITUCh
UX TOCTHU. Kak TOJIBKO OHa OTKpEUIA [IBEPH, HAa Hee YCTaBUJIUCh YeThIpe riia3a. — «fo do...» — X3
JIssub YsHb B3OOXHYI ¢ 00neryenreM, yBunes ee. — «Iloxoxke, JIgub Y9HY He HYKHO ITOOHUMATHCS



HaBepX U yroBapuBaTh ee, — yCiblmany oHu ciosa Oan Taus U. — B mobom cnydae, genymka ['y. 4
IyMalo, BaM C cecTpoit 510 0 Hy>KHO XOPOIIEHbKO ITOTOBOPUTE, IIPEeXkKAe YeM MBI 00CYAUM
3aMykecTBO ¢ X3 JIsHb YsHoM». CTapuK COTIacuiICS U KUBHYI. — «KoHe4HO. 1 1OroBOpioCk, YTOOHI
KTO-HUOYIb IPUTOTOBUTI BAM €1y ».
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