V6enuH, omacasich, YTO OHa MOXKET OBITh CIIUIIIKOM I'POMKOM, MOCIIeIINTIa IPOBEPUTH, HE IIPOCHYIICS
JIA JTep OT LIyMa.

9Tep 3aBOPOYaAJICA IIOA OmedsIOM, HO BCKOP€E 3apPhIJICA T'0JIOBOM B MATKYIO ITIOOYIIKY U OoJiblle He
ImeBeJInIICAd.

Ecmu Mbl OyieM pa3roBapuBaTh 30EeCh, OH MOXKET MMPOCHYThCS.
M6enuH 1mo3Basa CyKaHKy 3a CO00H Ha yIIuily.

Crouso MHe TIOOWTHU K JIECTHUIIE U HEMHOTO OTOMTH OT CIlajIbHU, KaK ClIyzKaHKa MpubnIu3unach, BCs
Ipoxa.

HackonbKo ykKaCHBIM ObIJI0 00BIYHOE MoBefeHue MbenuH, 4ToOH TH TakK ucnyranack?— Kak Tebs
30BYT?

Ecnu mogymats, s maXke He 3HaJla ee UMEHHU [0 CHX ITOp.

Moii Bpau gan MHe yooOHOe ollpaBaHue, @ MMEHHO — aMHe3HI0, I03TOMY 5 He CTeCHSIOCH 3aflaBaTh
n1off00HbIe BOIIPOCHL.— MeHs 30BYT ToMMu.

— Xoporro, Tammu. Kak mgonro Tel paboTasna y MeHs?
— Vxe mecsn.— A Kak Xe IpexXHue TOPHUYHEBIE?

— Bce ymnu, KpoMe MeHs.

— TrI X04elb CKa3aTh, YTO UX BHITHAIU?

Tammu Konebanack.— TH MOXKeIIb OBITh YeCTHOH. ITI0TOMY UTO 5T HUYET0 He MIOMHIO, ¥ MHE OT 3TOT0
He 110 cebe.

— [la, uX... BRITHAJIN.
— ITouemy?— OHU TOUIIHA IPOTUB BOJIXA TOCIOXKH.

4 Kak-To oxKupmana MomoOHOro 0TBETa, I03TOMY He 04eHb yauBuUilach.— CKOJIBKO CITy>KaHOK TaK
YIII0?

— A-a... MHOTO.

— Kak monro TH 3mechk paboTaers?

— 4 paboTato 3mech yxKe MIeCTOM Iof] C YeTHIPHAAIATH JIeT.

3HAYUT, OHA U3 CTAPOKMIOB. JIOTUYHO, YTO ee Ha3HAYMIIM I'JIaBHOM ropHUYHON MOemuH.

9TO manmo MHe IMpefCcTaBlIeHre O TOM, CKOJIbKMM TOPHUYHBIM He yIaloCh yaepXKaThCs B CTaTyce Moel
(bpennuHsL.

STepy OBLIIO TISATH JIET, TaK 4TO Ho6enux OOJIZKHa OBlTIa BEIATH 3aMyXK PaHBbIIIE.

M6enuH Majio yIIOMHHAETCSI B pOMaHe, TaK 4TO ObIJI0 HEMHOT'0 O0HIHO KOIATh HHPOPMAIIHUIO TAKUM
ob6paszom.



Ecnu mogyMaTh, MHE TaKxKe ObLIO JTI0OOIBITHO Y3HAThH O BEJIUKOM T'epIiore, 3a KOTOPEIM Oblla
3amyxeM MbenuH.

B pomaHe xapakTep BeMKOT0 KHs3s1 ITepa Jlekaya ObUT 04eHb OJTM30K K TOMY TUIY MYXKUKH,
KOTOpble MHE HPaBUJIUCh, I03TOMY MHE MHTEPECHO, II0X0XK JIM OH Ha CBOEro OTLa?

Korpga s cMOTpIOCh B 3epKajio, B HEM OTpaXkaeTcs KpacaBulla, HO BHEIIHE 51 04eHb OTINYaCh OT
9repa.

‘{eprIe BOJIOCHI X1 YEPHEIE I'JId3a.

T'oBOpuIH, YTO JTEP POOUIICS C LIBETOM [IbSIBOJIA, HO 3TO OBII CTPAHHEIM IIBET, MPUBIICKAIOIINN
miopent. Y M6enuH, HapoTUB, OB TYCKJIbIM LIBET JIUIA U IJIMHHEIE CTPYSIIKUECS BOJIOCH, 10
OTTEHKY ONM3KKe K BTy MAaCIUH, OTUEro OHU BRITJISAIENN MATKUMU. TakxkKe y Hee peluTeabHast
JIMHYS PTa, @ HA MUP OHA CMOTPUT IPSIMEIM B3TJISIAOM IIOBENEHHEBIX I'JIa3.

"A Kak Xe BeMKUil KHI3b?" — momyMasa M6enuH u pelusia CIPOCUTh O HeM Y TOPHUYHON. — OH...
oTtnpaBuicy B Jlec TymaHa.

VBHI, ceMbs JIeKay ynpasisiia 3TUM JIECOM Ha MPOTAXKEHUU MHOTUX IIOKOJIEHUM.

Jlec, pacIoyioKeHHBIN Ha Kpalo cBeTa. ThICAYM JIeT Ha3af, mocie CBAIIEHHON BOMHEBI, OH
IIPEBPATUIICI B 3arpsA3HEHHYIO U HEIIPUTOOHYIO IJId XKU3HU 3€MJIIO.

C Toro MoMeHTa, Kak OBIJI CO3[aH 9TOT JIeC, B HEM ITOCEJUIIach ceMbs JIekad.

Jlekauu, Hecymue B cebe ceMeHa 3J1a, He MOTJIM BBIXKUTD, He yOruBasi. YTOOH YTOJIUTH CBOIO KaXKy,
OHU OXOTHJIMCh Ha JIECHBIX MOHCTPOB, U B CBOIO O4Yepeb MPeaoTBpalllayd BTOPKEHNE 9TUX YKaCHBIX
CYILIECTB Ha Tepputopuio Mmmepun. 1o OBIIO TOX0XKe Ha YOUMCTBO ABYX 3ailleB OOQHUM BHICTPEJIOM.

Ho 3T0 nu1b 4acTe UCTOPUU.

Ha camoMm [fienie ux 3aCTaBUJIM 3TO CHeENATh, IIOCKOIBKY HUKTO, KPOME HUX, He OB JOCTAaTOYHO CUJIEH,
4yTOOBI TOOEAUTH YYOOBHUILL.

B sTom mecTe HY2KHO XKHWTh, 3dllTUIIAA MHUD W PA3MEIIIIAS O CMBICIIE CYIIIECTBOBAHHNA.
Jlerye ckasaTh, 4eM CHOeJaTk.

Bo3MoxHO, niepBhle Jlekauu fgesany 3TO U3 YyBCTBa [OJIra, HO KaK HAaCUeT IOCIIeAyIIUX
nokoneHui? Kakou y HuX BEIOOp?

V6enuH ropecTHO B3TOXHYJIA.

Onu cTanu 3alUTHUKaMU U HeCyT 3TO 6peMH JO CHUX IIOpP, ¥ BC€ K€ HUKTO HE 3HA€T IIPaBIbl, KPpOME
IIPAMBIX POOCTBEHHHUKOB Jlekady.

[ToaToMy ceriyac 3pech TOJIbKO MOennH, B Tele KOTOPOM S HaX0XKYyCh, ITep — BTOPOM TJIaBHBEIN
repov-MyxXK4KrHa, U oTel OTepa — HbeHelnHuM Benukuii Kuga3b.— Korga oH BepHeTCs?

V6enun nogymara, 4To ed clefyeT ObITh C HUM BeXKJIMBOM, KOTTla OH BEPHETCS JOMOM.

Ee 6eCmioOKOUT, YTO BEJTUKUH T'epIIOT 0 CI0KETY POMaHa IMOKOHYUII ¢ C060M. — OH TOJBKO YTO yexall,
TaK 4TO 5 JyMalo, YTO OH BEPHETCS TOJILKO YEPE3 HEHEITIo0.



— IlpaBpga”?

Ecnu nogyMats, nHTEpecHO, Oy 1 ¥ U6enuH 1 BeIMKOT0 KHSA35 XOPOIIie OTHOIIEHUS [0
ee OepeMeHHOCTU?— KaKue y Hac OTHOLIEHUS?

— T'ocmozxka Gosinach repiiora.

— A? Taxk Kak xe g 3abepeMeHena dTepom?

— B To Bpems s He Oblyia Bamiedt nuuHOM CITyKaHKOM, II09TOMY He 3Hal0 ITOOPOOHOCTEN.
XM...

Kaxkoi#t Ob1 HE OblJTa TPUYHMHA, BH BUAEIN He00, 3HAYUT, ¥ Bac eCTh 3Be3Ma. Tak KakK e THl YBUella
Hebo, Ubenuu?

4 paccMmesinace, 3ayMaBIINUCE.

Moe 1110, JOIKHO OBITE, BEITJISHENO TOBOJILHO HEPUCTOMHO, TaK 4YTO TO9MMH B3[POTHYJIA, HO 3aTEM
OHa xpabpo 3aroBopua.

[epen mpexHed MOenuH oHa OB He OCMeIHUIach Tak ce0st BECTH, HO OHA, MOJIKHO OBITh, PEInIa, UTO
TEIEePh BCe B MOPSIKE, pa3 ee roCiozxka moTepsijia mamsatb.— Hy... ecTs eme Koe-4To, Mapam.

— Xwm?
— ITouemy... BHL... BIPYT CTa/I# JII00E3HEI C MOJIOILIM TOCIIOIUHOM?
— Pa3Be ecTh MPUYHMHA, IT0 KOTOPOH s He HOJIKHa OBITh TAKOH?

— Ho npuuuna Baeit 60J1e3HU B TOM, UTO BB POAUJIA MOJIOLOTO TOCIOAMHA. A BOPYT PSAAOM C HUM
BaM CTaHeT XyXke?

B pomaHe ynoMuHanoCh, 4TO MPOKIATHE TIepefasoch e, Koraa OHa Poguia.
Ho st TouHO 3Hal0, 4TO ceMbs JIeKay He OblyIa MPOKIATOM.— ITO He TaK, — MPSIMO CKa3asa s.

Torga M6enuH momyMaia, 4To, HECMOTPS Ha ciaboe 3M0poBbe, ITep ObIT BCETO JIUID M TUIETHUM
pebeHkoM.— TOMMH, KakK THl AyMaelllb, IPABUIIbHO JIX S IIOCTYIIITIO, €CJIH IPOIOJIXKY IOCTYIIATh C
TOOOM ¥ C DTEPOM TaK XKe, KakK Ipexe?

— ... Ax.

TomMmu 3aep3asa, He CyMeB Cpa3y OTBETUTH Ha BOIIPOC.

B 9TOT MOMEHT U3 clajibHU pa3fajiCs BHE3AHbIN KPUK.

[Toxoxe, 4yTO ATEp HE MOOUTEND IIOCTIATh.

keksk

Korpa s Bo1ia B criajibHIO, TO yBUAETA ITepa, jieXkKalllero Ha Moy U Ijladyiero.

4 mocmelrHo mogoIia K HeMy ¥ 00HsIJIa ero, a OH NpuxXKaJjcs Ko MHe.— [lodyemy? [ToueMy ThI
Iavyelrsb, ITep?



Ho BmMecTO 0TBeTa Malb4UK JIUIIb IIpoaoJIZKaJl CyoOPO2KHO BCXJIMIIBIBATh. — qro CJ'Iy‘-II/IJ'IOCb?

OH efiBa He BRI, U CJIE3BI JIMJIKUCEH U3 €r0 I'JIa3, Tak YTO BCKOp€ MOM DYKHU U O€XKIOd CTallk
BJIa2KHBIMH.

9Tep He CMOT [aK€e HOPMaJIbHO 3arOBOPHUTE, 3abIXasiCh OT IIJIa4a.

OH BHITISAMET TAKUM T'PYCTHBIM, 4TO MOeIuH IpUIUIOCh KONIro JepKaTh ero Ha PyKaX B IOIBITKax
YCIIOKOUTE.

¢ Gecrmokouack, UTO W3-3a Ia4a Y HEero MOXKeT IONHITLCS TeMIepaTypa, HOo, K CYacCThio, BCKOpPe
BCXJIUIIBI IIPEKPATHIINCh.— ITEP, TH B MOPSIAKE? — CIIpocuia MOemuH, BEITHPAs ero 3aIUThe
cle3aM¥ IeKd.— YTy, — OTBETHIT JTep.

¢ He 3Hal0, OBUI JIM 9TO OTBET Ha MOK BOIIPOC MUJIN ITPOCTO HBITHE.— HO)K&HYfICT&, OTIIYCTUTE MEHS.

— [Touemy? IIpoCcTO CTOY CIIOKOKHO.

— ...AyyyyIX...
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