Cnyru 3TOTO 3aMKa CJIefoBajid TOJILKO TOMY, YTO UM IpUKa3kbiBana Mbenun. Benukuit KHsA3b Bcerma
ObLT Ha 1oJIe 6051, Mo3ToMy KHATHHS uMesla IOJTHOMOYMS CIIEIUTh 32 XO3SUCTBOM.

U pmaxe ecnu ¢ STepOM TakK IIJI0XO0 06paH.IaJ'[I/ICI: 1 U3[EeBaJINCh, OHU 3aKPBIBAJIX Ha 3TO I'/la3a 1
J€P2KaJIk POT Ha 3dMKEe.

OHHU [elanau 3T0, YTOOBI BEIZKUTE.
Kpome Toro, BceM OBIIIO U3BECTHO, YTO CEMbBSI BEJIMKOI'0 TepIiora IPOKJIISTa.

[Tocne poxpenus tepa MOemuH ocTaBanaoCh XKUTh COBCEM HEMIOITO, I09TOMY OHHU IIPOCTO OCTaBUIIM
ee B II0KOe.

V6enuH noKysanach, YTo B OyaylleM OHa 3TO HCIIPaBUT.

ok

"Ax~~"— ... d cpaBmioCh, — mpoOOpPMOTa ITep, pa3MUHAs MMabIlbl, IT0Ka MOenuH qynna Ha ropsuui
CYTI, 4YTOOBI IOKOPMUTE ETO.

Vi6enuH, HEKHO YIBIOHYBIIKUCH, TIOTOMY YTO OH ITOKA3aJICsl el MUJIBIM, OTBETHIIa:— Mama IIpoCTo
xo4eT TebOs TOKOPMUTE. THI HE XOUeIllb, YTOOH 5 9TO cenana?

9Tep, He HaXOOUBIINY CJI0B, HAKOHEL], OCTOPOKHO OTKPHIJ POT.

OH HeMHOro Koyebascs, BO3MOXKHO, TOTOMY 4TO M6enH KOpMUia ero, uid IOTOMY YTO 3TO GBI He
TOT XJ1e6, KOTOPHIY OH Bceraa enl. Ho BCKope mocye Toro, Kak OH OTKYCHJI KyCOYeK, ero riia3a
PaCIIHPHUITHCE.

OH BHepBbIe TPOOOBaA YTO-TO IOH0OHOE.

V6enuH rpyCcTHO IIOCMOTPEN Ha dTepa.— BKycHO?
— Ja!

— Ege oxny.

— Aaaaax.

OTep MOCTOSTHHO IIeBEJIU PTOM, U, IT0X0XKe, CYII IIPUIIENICS eMy 110 BKycCy. ONyCTOIINB MUCKY B
MT'HOBEHUE OKa, M6enuH mana Maab4yuKy GPyKThl, KOTOPHIE IIPUHECIIA e€e CITyKaHKa.

OSTep, HUKOTa MIpexke He BUMEBIINM PPYKTOB, JKeBaJl UX C TEM JKe BhIpaXkKeHHEM JIUIA, C KaKUM OH
eJl CyTl.

Ho Bupyr 3tep nobnennen, u M6enuH, riasas Ha ero JIXLO, TOAyMasa, He chellaia I OHa YTO-TO He
Tak.— YTO CIy4YUNIOCh? — CIIPOCHIIa OHA.— Bce 3aKOHYHUIIOCH... [IpocTuTe.

— Yro?

— ... 3aBTpak... M-mafam 3aBTpaK...



9Tep CMOTPET Ha MeHS C TPYCTHBIM ¥ MUJIBIM BhIPAXKEHUEM, TaK YTO 5 HE MOTJIa HE PaCCMeSThCS.—
Bel... BB cepauTecs?

9Tep, IOX0XKe, ellle He CBEIKCA C 3Toi HOBOM MbenuH. M 3T0 oHATHO.— f He OyAy 3MUTHCA.
— ... [IpaBna?— [la, oTHBIHE 5 He Oyny Ha Te0s cepauThes. A 6ymy ToIbKO Tebs mo0uTh.

— JI1o0uTh? — yauBIIeHHO pobopMoTan Tep U mopasncs suepen. — [a, M00UTE.

H6enuH o0HsIa JTepa U moTJIaguia ero 1o meKam.

Teno 3Tepa HAMPATIIOCH OT HEOXKUOAHHOTO TPUKOCHOBEHUS.

CnyxaHKa, HabromaBIas 3a MPOUCXOMASIIM, Obl/Ta TaK IOpaXxkeHa, YTO IIyMHO B3TOXHYJIA.
Ona Obl/Ta Tak yOuBIIeHA, YTO JaXKe He 3aMeTHJIa, YTO U3Maja 3BYK.

Korpga B3rnsm M6enuH o6paTHiIcs K Hel, OHA UCIyTrajlach ¥ 3aKPhIyia POT PYKOM.,

W6enuH mponosKaa 1eioBaTh ITepa B IIeKH, COBEPIIEHHO He 3a00TSCh O TOM, CMOTPHUT CITyKaHKa
WU HeT.

CnyxaHKa Oblna yuBlieHa BHe3allHOU IIepeMeHOM B OTHoOLIeHUH MOeNnuH K ChIHY, HO 9TO OBII0
CBSI3@HO C TeM, YTO OHa CYUTasa JTepa NPOKIATHM cyllecTBoM.— Ma... Magam!

OHa ucnyranacsk, KakK TOJIbKO yBUpesa, 4To VbenuH noienosana JTepa, U OCTaHOBUJIA ee.— UTO ecliu
BaM CTaHeT XyxKe?

— YT0?

— Hy... BBl yKe He 04eHb XOpOIIO ce0s1 YyBCTBOBAJIH. ..

V6enuH HeJOBEPYUBO IIOCMOTpENIa Ha OECTAaKTHYIO CIIyKaHKY.

KoHeuHO, yCBIIIaB 3T CJI0Ba, DTepP CTal OUTHCS B ee pyKax.— [loxkKasnyiicTa, OTIYCTUTE MEHS...

[To MHeHUIO ciTyKaHKH, 0euH CTaHOBUIIACh arPeCCUBHOM, Korpa 60Jesna, Tak YTO OHAa MOTJIAa TaK
ce0s BeCTH, TOTOMY 4YTO 60siyiack, 4To y MOeNnuH HayHeTC sl UCTepUKa.— JTep, MaMa He O0ybHa.

— Brl nxete...— IloueMy TH fyMaellb, 4TO S JTy?

— 4 3Ha10... KaXOBIH OeHb... BaM GO0JIBHO.

— MHe He 00JIbHO, ¥ 9TO HE KU3-3a TeOs. DTO MaMUHA BUHA, U3BHUHH.

— OTO He... U3-3a MeHT?

— Ila, He u3-3a TeO.

TonbpKo Torga ATep nepectan 60POTHCS U CIeTKa CKIIOHWII TOJI0BY Ha pyku MOenuH.
Vi6enuH B3mMOXHYMa ¢ 0071eTYeHNEM, ITOTJIaXKKUBast €ro 10 BOJIOCAM.

OH OBII TaK 049apoBaTeJIEeH, 4YTO OHa HEe MOI'JId yOepPZXKaThbCH, 4yTOOHI He TI0IIeI0BAaTh ero LIEKH elle pas.



[Texn 9Tepa IIOPO30BEJIN. OH OBIJT TAKUM MUJIBIM B IIPEKpPaCHBIM, YTO A4 HE MOTI'JIa IIOBEPUTH, YTO OH
BBEIPACTET 3JI0OEEM.

Brimo 661 3M0p0OBO, ecnu ObI THL BEHIPOC TAaKKUM XKe MUJIBIM, KaK ceidac.
Vib6enuH He 3HaNa, CKOJIBKO €M 0CTaloCh KUTh.
Ona Moryia yMepeTh 3aBTpa.

Ona OblsTa MUIIb SNMU30AUYECKOM GUTYPOH, KOTOpas MOSBIANIACh TOJILKO B BOCIIOMUHAHUAX ITEPa,
BITOCJIE[ICTBHUY CTABIIET0 BEJIUKUM T'ePI[OTOM.— JTEep, C 9TOT0 MOMEHTaA [laBall AeylaTh BCE, YTO THI HE
menan paHbiie. UTak, 4TO T XOYeIlh CeaTh O0JIbIlle BCEro?

ITo mpaBme ToBOPS, s He 3HAI0, 3a4eM S IIPUIIIIA B 3TOT MUP U oOperna 3To Teo. Ho s He ocTaBuia B
IpexXHel XKU3HM HUYero, 0 4eM Morjia Obl COXKaJleTh.

¢4 He OBllla HECYACTHA, HO ¥ CYACT/IMBA He OBlIa.
Brimmo mpocTo Tak cebe.

[To aTo¥t mpuyKHe 5 6OJIbIIIE MOTPY3UIach B MUP (paHTACTUKM M TOCKOBAJIA I10 JIIOMISIM B pOMaHe,
JKUBYIIUM OYPHOU XKUIHEIO.

Cpenu HuX JTep, KOTOPHIM, Ka3al0Ch, TPOKHUII KU3Hb, TIOJIHYI0 OMHUX HECUACTHM, OB CAMBIM
3alIOMUHAIOMINMCS.

[ToaToMy s xoTesa, 4TOOH OH OBINT cyacTiIuB. Ho aBTOp OPUTMHAIBHOTO POMaHa PeIInyl eT0 YOUTh.

[ToaTomy MbenuH Hamesnach, 4TO faxe eciau Oynyinee ITepa OymeT medaabHEIM, OH BCIOMHUT O
CBOEM IIPOIIJIOM ¥ Ha MIHOBEHHUE YIIbIOHeTCs.— ... s He 3Halo.

— Trl He MOXKeITb HUYEero MpUAyMaTh? XM, TOTAa MaMo4Ka [JOJIXKHa MPOCTO fAepxXKaTh Tebs BOT Tak?
Kaxk Tebe 3T0?

— IIa, MHe OBl 3TOTO XOTEJIOCh, — JTEP KUBHYJI, BCe ellle KpacHes.

)%k

¢4 He 3HaI0, KaK HONTO s JepKaja ITepa Ha pyKax, HO Yepe3 HeKOTOpoe BpeMs 5T yBUena, Kak OH
OTMYCTHJI TOJIOBY ¥ 3aCHYJI C OTKPHITHIM PTOM.

W6enuH MpHICHYIA OT CMeXa, TS Ha ero cusiee auno. OHa 0CTOPOXKHO MOJI0XKKIIa pebeHKa Ha
KPOBATh ¥ HAKPHIJIa €T0 OfesJIOM.

[TonabimogaB 3a ero JIUIOM ellle HeMHOT0, OHa IIOBePHYJIa TOJI0BY ¥ IIOCMOTPENa Ha CITyXKaHKY.
[0 3TOTO MOMEHTa TOPHUYHAS CTOsIJIa HETIOABUKHO. — ThI 30€Ch?
— Ja?!

f mpoCcTOo OKJIMKHYJTIA ee, HO BUJ y Hee OblJI UCITyTaHHbIH.
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