I'pad Cuete, y KOTOPOTo GBIIH MIOOOPONHbBIE 3€MJTH Ha 3arafie, OblT U3BeCTeH Kak Bemukuii
IBOpSIHWH, HO Ha CaMOM [ieJie TTepelIén Ha CTopony MmmepaTopa.

9TO0 mpeKpacHo.

BennuaH, KOTOPBIM OyMas, 4TO 3TO OBIJIO JIET'KO, He MPOIYCTHII CJI0OKHEIE Mol Kaiim3eHa,
OTpakKEHHBIE B €T0 I'Ia3ax.

OHM HCYe3JIH B OOHO MIHOBEHME, HO OH I'OTOB OBIT IIOCIIOPUTh, YTO 9TO OBIIA SMOIIHUH, KOTOPEIX
HUKOTTa He OBIII0 Y 9TOT0 Monomoro MmmepaTopa.

Bennuan paccessHHO MOPTHYIIL.

Ox, 9TO €M CTBUTENBHO CTPAHHO.
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MapuaHHa, CH€eBIIas epef TyaJeTHHIM CTOJIMKOM, YKPAIIeHHEIM 30JI0TOM ¥ cepedpoM, 0Tocana
CBOIO TOPHUYHYIO, KOTOpPAst pacuy€chiBasia ek BOJIOCHI.

— He nyxHO, yOupaiics.

3aMeTUB €€ HefOBOJIbCTBO, TOPHUYHAS OBICTPO YIIIJIa.

E€ BoIOCHI 1IBeTa M€EMla, YX0KEHHEBIE, PACCHITaIUCh ATMHHBIMY IPSAASMY II0 TIjieYaM.

MapuaHHa IIOCMOTpeJIa B 3epPKaJio, MOKYCHIBasi CBOM KPaCHUBLIE HOT'TH.

TeéMHO-CHHHeE TJ1a3a, KOTOPEBIE CBEPKAJIK, KaK APAroeHHbIE KaMHHU, KPAaCHEIE I‘YGBI, KOXa, KOTOpas
IIpOo3pavyHee KeMuyra.

BosocEl MemoBOTO I[BETa CUSIH, KaK 30JI0TO, MaXKe B TEMHOI KOMHATe.

MapuaHHa Gblsla TpeKpacHa.

OHa Oblyta OJHOM U3 IYYIIUX KPacaBUIl B CTOJIHUIIE.

OpHako MMnepaTop He HHTEPECOBAICST MapuaHHOH.



EMy OBIJIO BCE PaBHO, l'IpI/I)IéT OHa HWJIX HET, U OH JaXe He 3aroBapuBall C Hel IIePBLIM.

Y Bcé ke MapuaHHa OblIa IT0-CBOEMY JOBOJIbHA.

[Toromy uto MmiepaTopa 6eCIOKOMI APYTOM YETI0BEK.

Wpty mo aToMy myTH OBLIO YEM-TO TaKHUM, 0 YéM OHA [aXkKe He MOTJla Me4TaTh, Oyab OHA OPYroi
OraropogHOM nemu.

Ho moyemy OH Tak €10 UHTEPECYeTCs?

ViMmepaTop NpOsIBUII CTPaHHLIM UHTEpeC K OnIBINeN MMiepaTpulle, KoTopas Oblla H3rHaHa.

Pa3Be OH He mpuriamaeT e€ Ha yKUH? Pa3Be OH He MOCHUTAET €M I1aThd U YKpalleHus?

FOBOpHT, YTO OHa JaXe 0TKa3aJIOCh OT ero ImogapKoB.

Eé oten, Mapku3 KpoiixeH, nocnan MapuaHHY 3aBoeBaTh cepale MmnepaTopa.

TakoBa Oniyta mpockba e€ oTIIa.

OpHako BHMMaHue MMmepaTopa IIpuBJIeKila He He3HaKOMas XKeHIIMHA, a ObIBIIas MMmneparTpuiia,
MEeCTOHaX0XIeHue KOTOPOH eMy ObIJI0 HEM3BECTHO.

CHayasa oHa UCIBITaNa 06JIerYeHre, Koraa e 00BbsICHUIIN, YTO OHA JIUIIh 00si3aHa UCIIOTHUTH BOJTIO
BIOOBCTBYIOIeN MMIiepaTpHUIIL.

[To aTOM mpHUYKHE OHa 3aCilyKKBaJia TOT0, YTOOHI €€ HaleNn caM MmnepaTop.

Ho aTo Ov110 He mox0Ke Ha MMnepaTopa, Kak 6kl OHa HY [yMaJia O TOM, YTOOBI ITOCNIaTh e# Ky4dy
TI0apKOB ¥ HACUJIBHO yCAUTh €€ 3a CTOI.

WmnepaTop He GBI 4eI0BEKOM, KOTOPHIH MTOCHIIAET YTO-TO APYTOi XKEHINKUHE, XOTS eMy ¥ HYKHO
ObLI0 OOUTHCS 6JIAarOCKJIOHHOCTH JKEHIIWHBI 13-3a BOJIM BOOBCTBYMOIEH MMIepaTpHUIIb.

Kpowme Toro, B3rnsag MmnepaTopa, YCTPEMIIEHHBIM Ha XKEHIIUHY 3@ Y2KUHOM, - 3TO... 3TO OBLJIO
OEeUCTBUTEbHO MOTPSCAIOIIE.

MapuraHHa Bufiena 6eCUMCIIeHHOe MHOXKECTBO B3TJISIIOB MeXK MY II000BHUKAMHU B CBETCKOM MHUpE eIlé
[0 TOTO, KaK BHIPOCTIA.



[To6ecnokouBUINCH 00 5TOM HEKOTOPOE BpeMs, MapuaHHa OEPHYyJa 3a BePEBOYKY U CKa3asa
TOPHUYHOU:

— [IpuBenu ciofa rjaaBHYIO0 TOPHUYHYIO.
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C HacTymniaeHneM MONynHs ronyboe HeGo cTano 61eqHO-CEPHIM, KaK OYATO MOKPHITEIM TYMaHOM.

[TpoxnapHEIi BeTep mpobexast o 3eJIEHOU JIUCTBE Cafa.

AcTenb Ha MTHOBEHHE O0TOPBajach OT PabOTH U IIOCMOTpPeETIa B OKHO Ha Hebo.

3a KaMeHHOM CTEeHOM, YBUTOM IIJTIOIIOM, TyMaHHOe Heb0 KacaloCh BaleKe BEPIIUHEL TOPHL.

C MUHYTH Ha MUHYTY JOJIXKEH OBIJT IOUTH [OXKIb.

AcTenb ceja mepen TyaJeTHBIM CTOJIMKOM U BBITAINKTIa KOPOOKY, KOTOPYIO TIOJI0XKHUIA B SIIUK.

910 OBlNa MajieHbKas anTeykKa, yKpalleHHas 30JI0THIMU 1IBETOUYKaMHU.

Korpma oHa OTKpbIIa KPHIIKY, BHYTPYU OBIJIO ITOTHO GOJBIINX U MaJlleHbKUX OYTEIIOUEK C JIeKapCTBaMHU.

Ha HGpBbeI B3TrJIsAd, KaXeTCsd, HU4ero He U3MEeHHNIIOCh, HO U3MEHEHU A OBIIIH.

OpnHa CTOPOHA HUTH, KOTOPYIO OHA IMPUKPEIINIa K II€TJI€, OTBaJINJIaCh.

Kak Ttonpko Actenb mpulbiia Clofa, OHa IIPUKJIensia HUTKY, KOTopas Obljla TOCTAaTOYHO TOHKOHM,
yTOORI Ka3aThCS MMPO3PAYHOH, K TIeTJIe allTeuKH.

9T0 OB KJTaCCUYECKUM METOJ] y3HATh, OTKPHIBAJI €€ eIll€ KTO-TO WU HeT.

— KT0-TO OTKpHIN €€.

Kto0? [TomkHO OBITH, OJHA M3 HOBHIX CJIY2KAHOK.

Kak u xoTena AcTens, BYdepa YTPOM MIPUILIIN HOBBIE CITyKAHKHU.



OHu OBLTU CIIOKOMHEE, YeM IIPOIITHIE.

Ho Ha 3TOT pa3, moxoxe, C HUMH IPUIIEIT IIITHOH.,

Hy, 3TO He UMeJIo OOJBIIOTO 3HAYEHUS.

[ToToMy 4TO 1€KAPCTBO, YTOOLI U3MEHHUTD LIBET I'JIa3, OHA BCErha HOCuia ¢ COOO0M.

B anTeuke OBIIO BCEI'0 HECKOILKO IIPOCTEIX JIEKAPCTB U CYH.IéHBIe JIEKapPCTBEHHBIE TPABHI.

W HM4ero 3amperéHHoro TaM He ObIIO.

Camoe Xy[Ouiee - 3TO €CJId OTTyOa He YKPAaAyT 4TO-TO, d II0JIOKAT YTO-TO, 4eTr0 TaM He OBIJIO.

— Hy...

OTa anTeyka XpaHUIACh e C TeX IOopP, Kak AcTesb Oblla HaclegHou [IpUHIIECCOH, 1 XOTs OHa Obla
He 04YeHb JOPOTOM Belllbio, TS Ha KPHIIKe Obljla 04eHb HCKYCHO caeniaHa B popme 0a0ouKwy.

KOHBI.I& Ha KPBIJIIbAX 0a00uKH OBUIH HAaCTOJIbKO MaJIEHbKUMHU U AJE€TAJIN3UPOBAHHBEIMHU, YTO UX HEJIb3A
OBIIIO OTKDPBITE TaK IIPOCTO.

AcTenb B3TJIAHYJIA Ha HUTH, 3aKPEIJIa alITEYKy W 3aJBUHYIIA eeé O6paTHO B AITUK.

W oHa ocTaBuna SAIIiK HEMHOTO IIPUOTKPBITEIM.
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— Iloropma HUCIIOPTUIACK.

BennuaH 06bsCcHUT ACTellb, TOYEMY OHU OCTAJIUCh B 9TOM MECTe eIll€ Ha HEeCKOJIbKO THE.

— Kak BBl MOXKETe BUIETD, ITI0X0KE, YTO OyAeT JoXKab. MeCTHBIe KUTEJIA TOBOPST, YTO IIPU TaKOU
II0TOfie BCKOpPe HaCTymHaeT MTOPM. MoxkeT OBITh, JTy4llle HEMHOTO TIOJ0XKAaTh, YTOO! OBITH B
6e3omacHocTu. U... Y Jlenu MapuaHHB CUIBHO OOJIUT I'0JI0BA, TIO3TOMY OHA He MOXKET BCTaTh, flaxkKe
HECMOTPS Ha XOPOMIYIO IIOrofy.

BennuaH Ha MTHOBEHHE 3aMOI4Yall C OYeHb B3BOJTHOBAHHLIM BBEIPA2KEHHEM JIUIA U IIPOOOJIZKHUII:



— HTak, Mb OymeM 37ech 40 TeX Iop, T0Ka He HAaCTYNUT SCHEIH NeHb 1 Jlequ MapruaHHa He
BBI3IOpOBeeT. [laxke eCyi Bh YyBCTBYeTe pa3oyapoBaHUe, MOXKaIyicTa, OyAbTe TePIIEIUBHL.

[TepBoHaYaIbHO OHA COOMpPAIAch OCTATLCS 3[IEeCh MPUMEPHO Ha IEeHb.

Buepa yTpoM Bennuan Benen eil mogoxkaaTh, HUYEro He CKasaBs, U Teeph OH 00BSICHSIET, TIOYEMY.

Actenb yneiOHYIach, Kak OyATO BCE TOHSIA.

— Xopotto. {d mogoxnay.

Ho Ha camoM fere He BCE OBIIIO XOPOIIIO.

Ona OblyTa pa3gocafioBaHa TeM, IIOYeMy y KOe-KOTro BHe3amHo "3abosera rojgosa’.

OHa x0Tejla KaK MOXKHO CKOpee OTIIPaBUTLCS B 3aMOK, ITle HaXO[UJICS €€ fedyIKa.

Takum 00pa3oM, OHa CMOXKET IepenaTh Teopa CBOeMY [eAyIIKe ¥ OTIPABUThL €T0 JOMOM.

OHa He MOTJIa OCTaBUTh peOEHKA KOMY-TO, KOTO OHA He 3HAET, ¥ OTIPABUTh IO IOMOM, ¥ OHA He
MOTJIa OTIIPABUTh AEOYIIKE MTHUCHMO.

A eé menymika OBIJT BCETO B HECKOIBKUX JHSX ITyTH OTCIOfA.

AcTeslb 0 MHOTOM pPa3MBIILIIsIA.

[Tocrie KOPOTKOTO pa3nyMbsi ACTellb, IPHMBEAIIAs B TOPSIIOK CBOM MBICIIH, CIIPOCHTIa BennuaHa:

— 4... Mory s HanucaTh IUCEMO CBOEMY HEAYIIKe [0 MaTEPUHCKOM nuHuM B 3aMoK [leH3? 1 mymaro,
YTO OH CHJIbHO OECIIOKOUTCS O Hac.

— Ox, KOHEUHO, IlepefiaiiTe MHe IIUCHMO, U 5 Cpa3dy kKe OTIIPaBIII0 ero eMy.
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Ceropns YTPOM OHa ITIOJIy4YHJid Pa3pelieHrne HalliCaTh IIMCbMO.

AcTenb punUIa B OpaHXKepelo, 3acTaBuia Teopa IOUrpaTh Bo3je KIyMObl ¥ Halucasa IUChMO.



CHapyxu JIujl 0OXKMb.

3BYK 10K M5, OBIOIIETo 0 CTEKIY B TEILIHIIE.

Hapg cTeknsHHOM CTEHOM Ha MSATKHX (bPIOHeTOBBIX JielleCTKaX, HallTOMHUHAIOINUX KPBIJIbSA 3UMOPOOKaA,
PacCIIOIOXKuJIaCh BOOAHAA KaMepa.

TpaBa B capiy Gblyla CMOYeHa [0KIEBOM BOMOM.

Teop HI'pajl, IIOKa OHAd CMOTpPeEJId, KdK JOXKIOEeBad BOOd CTEKAET II0 CTEKJISHHOU CTEHe.

Yepes HEKOTOPOE BpeMs K ACTesb puién BennuaH.

— Bl 3aKOHYMIM IKCATh IUCHMO?

— Jla, s TOJILKO YTO 3aKOHYMIIA.

— W3BUHUTE, 51 MOTY €r0 IIPOYUTATh? - OCTOPOKHO CIIPOCHT BemnuaH ¢ 04eHb COKAaJICIOIIUM
BRIPa’KEHUEM JIMIIa, KOTTIa YBU/EN, YTO ACTENb CI0XKKIIa IIMChbMO ¥ ITOJIOKHUIIA €T0 B KOHBEPT.

— [Ipomy npommenus?

— Ox, mpocTuTe, He TO YTOOH 51 He Bepio Jlegu Actennb, mpocto, Ero BenwmuecTBo 3mech, Tak 4To...

YBupes, 4T0 ACTENb B3OPOrHyIJia, BennuaH ¢ coxKalleHMEM U3BUHUIICH.

Yro? THl, HABepHOE, IHITAEIILCS YOEIUTHCS, YTO 5 He HalKcalla YTO-TO CTPaHHOoe.

Hy, B mtob6oM criyyae, MHe BCE PaBHO.

AcTenb crpsiTaza CBOE Cepfille U NMPOTSHYJIa MUChMO, KaK OYATO BCE IOHSIA.

— Bcé B IIopsAgKe, Thl MOXKeEIb €ro IIPOYUTATh.

He uMmeeT 3HaYeHHs, KTO €T0 IIpO4YHUTaeT. B nmro6om Clly4ae, HUKTO He 3HAa€T UCTUHHOI'O MOTHUBA 3TOI'0
IMuChMa.

— Borbimoe BaM cracu0o 3a MOHUMaHUe.



BennuaH BeXJIMBO B35JI IHUCHMO B PYKH ¥ BHUMATEJIEHO IIPOYUTAIT €T0.

B KOpPOTKOM TEKCTe TOBOPUIIOCH O TOM, YTO OHA BCTPETHUJIACh C FiMIepaTopoM u y3Hasa o0
00CTOSITENLCTBAX TOTO, UTO €€ MCKaJIK, ¥ YTO OHA COOMpaeTCs B CTOJHUIY, HO 3afepKUBaeTCs 1U3-3a
IIJIOXOM IIOTOMHI.

[Tocye 3TOr0 OHA CKa3asa, YTo C peOEHKOM BCE B MTOPSIAKE ¥ YTO 6ECIIOKOUTCS O HEM.

[HexoTopoe BpeMs Ha3ap y Tebs ObI0 MHOTO ITpo0JIEM C TOJIOBHOM 60J1bI0, HO 1 6€CII0OKOIOCH, UTO
Te0e MOTJIO CTaTh XyXKe.

Y Hac BCE XOPOIII0, I03TOMY, TT0XKaIyHCTa, pacciabbcs U m03a00ThCSI 0 CBOEM 3[I0POBBE. ]

— Boxe, nenymka Jlemu 60meH?

— HWuorpga oH moxo cebs 4yBcTByeT. OH yXKe JaBHO He MOJIOf.

Bennuasn emeé Pa3 U3BHUHUIJICA, IIPOYUTAB IIMCHEMO OO KOHIIA.

— Huuero oco6eHHOT0, MHe TIpaBfa KaJjlb, s OTIPABIII0 MY ero ceridac xe.

— Ila, criacu6o.

AcTenb Bepuia, 4TO €€ JefyllKa MOMMET, 4TO ObIIO HAalKMCcaHo B IIUCHMe.

OH mIOUMET, 0 4éM 0eCIIOKOUTCSA ACTeJb.

Teop obomén knym0Oy u mobexan K Bennuany.

OH 1o3mopoBasics ¢ BennuanoM, gepxa B pyKax IUTIOMIEBOT0 MUIIKY:

— Ilpuser.

— Manenbkuii 'ocriogus. TeGe HPaBUTCS 37€Ch UTPATh?
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