— Bcé paBHO 3TO He Tax.

— IIpocTtute?

[Touemy? OHa Takast KpacHBas XKeHIIWHA... He CIUIIKOM JIM OHa MOJIofia, YTOOBI CTATh CYIPYyTon
Kaiino3ena?

BennvaH IIMPOKO YIBIOHYIICS U IONIPOCUII 00 ONOIKEHUHU.

— ...M-MHe HY2KHO KO€-4TO CKa3dTh, €CJIX BEI HE IIPDOTHB, Jlemu.

— Ia, Teop, ocTaHbCA 3[ECH, 1 CKOPO BEPHYCh.

AcTenb mocyenoBaa 3a BemnraHoM B yToll KOPUAOpPa, ITOKa Teop paccMaTpuBaj CTaTyH,
YKpalllaBIIie KOPUmop.

— HcTopus 3aBemmanus E€ BenruecTBa BOOBCTBYOLEH MMIepaTpHUIE! IEePKUTCS B CEKPETE OT
00IIIeCTBEHHOCTH.

BennuaH gpyxkemnto0HO YIBIOHYIICS U 00BACHUT ACTENb CUTYALUIO.

— Ilpomno mouTH TpU Mecsa Co OHS CMepTH BOOBCTBYIomerd Umnepatpuiisl, 1 Jlopas! FOra 6ymyT
TIOTPSICEHBI, ECJIU CTAHET U3BECTHO, YTO Ipo0yieMa HacJIe[CTBa N0 CUX IOp He pelleHa. bymeT moxo,
€CJIM Ha4HETCs BoccTaHue. Hafieloch, BHI COXPAHUTE 3TO B CEKPETE.

Acrenb HEKO0TOpoOe BpeMsi MOJI9Ya CMOTPEeJIa Ha MHUJIOE JIMYUKO Bennuana.

[ToToMy 4uTO OBLIO YyIECHO, YTO YEJIOBEK, KOTOPHIM SBNsIETCS ceKpeTapeM MiMmepaTopa, HEBUHHO
YNBIOHYJICS U CKa3aJl JI0Kb, KOTopas Ka3anach TaKOW 04EBUTHOM.

He Morio 6bITh HUKAKOTO BOCCTAHUS Ha I0Te, KOTOPHIM YKe B TPETheM IIOKOJIEHUH ITPABUII
HWwmmnepatop.

9TOT 4eioBeK AayMai, 9TO AcTenb faxe 3TOTO He 3HAET.

— Heyxenu? A Bol He 6ouTech 00BuHeHUM B agpec Ero BennuectBa MMnepartopa?

Wmnepckuii 4enoBEK HE OYEHb XOPOIIO 3HAEeT 0 OwIBIIeH MMmepaTpulle, ACTens.

Kak TonbKO OHa BHIIIIA 3aMy2K, OHa pa3Besiach, U €€ ¢paMuius Obljla CKPBITA, TaK YTO 3TO OBIIO



€CTEeCTBEHHO.

OpHako, ecnyu UCTOPUSA O 3aBelllaHUM BOOBCTBYIOLIeN MIepaTpullbl paclipOCTPaHUTCS,
BHHMaHUe OygeT cocpefoToueHo Ha OniBiIel MmnepaTpuile, 1 o6pa3 MnepaTopa 6y[eT YHUUTOXKEH.

Ona Obl/Ta yBepeHa, 4TO JIIOAK CKaxXyT: "MMIepaTop BHITHAJ CBOIO XKEHY, TI0UeMy Ke BOOBCTBYIOIIAS
HWMnepaTtpulla coenaja Takoe 3aBelllaHue, Koraga ymupana?”

Korpga AcTenb cKa3ajla 9TO, HEXKHOe JIUI0 BennraHa Ha MTHOBEHME 03KECTOYUIIOCH.

OH yneIOHYICS OBYCMBICTIEHHOM YIBIOKOM, KaK OyOTO CMYTUJIICS.

— Xa-Xa, YMHOT'0 4eJI0B€Ka TPYIHO 00MaHYTh.

[Toxoxe, OH He OUYEHb-TO U CTAPAJICS BPATh.

JT1O0T IIapeHb gyMall, 9TO AcTenb HaCTOJIbKO HauBHA, YTO HUYETO HE 3HAET 0 MHUpe.

— Ja, 1 mymalo, 4TO eCJIX 3TO IIPOCOYUTCS HapyXKy, OyoeT MHOTrOo C/TyxoB. Ilo3ToMy mpoIy Bac
MOJT4aTh, - TUXO IIPU3HAJICS OH.

— He Gecnokorics, MHe BCE paBHO. 1 He coOUparoCh CIIJIETHUYATh C OPYTUMHU JIIOAbMU U BEPHYCh
IIOMO¥ Cpa3y e I0CJe TOTO, KakK BCE 3aKOHUUTCS.

Ha camom pene, AcTenb X0TeNla He IPUBIIEKATh BHUMaHUS JIIOJIeN KaK MOXKHO OOJIbIIIE.

IoKa3aTembCTBa, CBSI3aHHEIE C POXKAeHMeM Teopa, ObUIH CHOelaHb OealbHO, HO BCE PABHO OBIIO
OIIaCHO IPHBJIEKATh BHUMAHHUE JIIOMEH.

— HpI/IﬂTHO pa3roBapuBaTh C 4Y€JIOBEKOM, KOTOpBII;I BCE IIOHUMaAeT.

BennuaH OB YOOBIIETBOPEH U CKIIOHUT IIepen ACTesb TOJIOBY.

— Cnacubo 3a noHuManue. [Toxkanyiicta, €ClIu BaM 4TO-TO OyIEeT HYKHO, CKaXKUTE MHE.

BennuaH momo3Ba ciyry u npukasai, uTobsl AcTesns 1 Teopa MpOBOOUIN B KOMHATY.

AcrTenb B3s1a Teopa U ImocjiegoBalia 3a CJ'IYTOfI.



Korpa ona moporImia K 0OTBeIEHHOU eli KOMHATe, CJTyTa OTKPHII ABEDE.

Korga gBepb OTKpHIIACh, €€ B30PY OTKPHITIACh MPOCTOPHAS M BEJIMKOJIeITHAsI KOMHATA.

KowmHarta, oTHenanHasi MpaMOpPOM C y30paMU K3 JIUJIUH Ha 10Ty, Oblyla oJIHA POCKOITHOMN
IepeBSHHON Me0ey C 30JI0THIMU U CEPEOPSIHEIMU YKPaIlIeHUSIMU.

Bombias KpoBaTh B LieHTPe Obla 3afpanupoBaHa MpHAYyAIMBOM faMacCKOW TKaHbO, a OKHa,
HAIOJIOBUHY MIPUKPHITHE 6JI€HO-PO30BEIMYU 3aHABECKAMHU, JEMOHCTPUPOBaHU GeclperiefeHTHO
CJTI0KHBIE 30JI0THIE YKPAIICHUS.

9T0 OblsTa YOUBUTEIIBHO KPAaCuBad M POCKOIIHAsA KOMHATA.

9Ty KOMHATY H€ BHIAEJINIINA OBl OOBLIYHBIM JIIOOAM.

— Bay...

Teop, KOTOprfI BIIE€PBEIE€ BUOEJI TaKO€ BEJIMKOJIEIINEe, OCMATPHUBAJI KOMHATY, IIOCTOSAHHO OTJIAObIBASACH.

OH maxe TIPUIIOKUII ITaJIell K CBEPKAIOIUM 30JIOTEIM YKPAIlIEHUAM.

B KoMHaTe OBIIIO TPU CITyKAHKH.

OHU CKIJIOHUIIM TOJIOBHI mepen ACTenb.

— Ham IIPUKA3adHO CIIY2KHUThH I'ocrioxe, moKa BH He OTIIPDAaBUTECh B CTOJIMLY.

Actenb ocTaBuia 6arax ciy:KaHKaM 4 BhIIIIA ¢ TeopoM B cafi, COENUHEHHEBIN C TEePPacou.

Tam Oblyta TEMIKIIA U3 CTEKIIA.

TyMaHHBIM CBET, OTPaKEHHBIM OT COTHEYHOT'O CBETA, TPOCAYMBAJICA B TEIJIULLY.

TEnneIi CBET MPOHUKAIT BHYTPb.

Bacunbky, 1BeBIINE Ha KJIyMOe, ¥ TUCThS TPaBhl, TOKPHITEIE POCOM, UCTOYAIM CBEXKUM apoMar.

Teop BOPUNIPEIKKY PacCMaTPUBAJI BCE 3TO.



BRIrmSOouT HEII0XO0.

XoTs 9T0 U OblyTa BEIHYKIOEHHAs 110e3[Ka, U OHA He MOrJjla paccinabuThCsd HU Ha MTHOBeHUE, HO Teop
BHITJISIAEIT CYACT/IUBLIM, IIPHEeXaB B MECTO, KOTOPOTO OH HUKOTITIa PaHbIIIe He BUOE]I.

Io cuX IOpP OHA XMJIa TOJIBKO B JIECHHIX XMXKMHAX U CTAPBIX 0COOHSIKAX, TaK 4TO M7 Teopa OBIIO
BIIOJTHE €CTECTBEHHO KaKUM-TO 06pa3oM BO3OYIUTHCS.

OcoOHSK €€ mefa MPeBPATHIICS B PYUHE, TaK YTO TaM He OBIIIO HUKAKOM JTyKaWKu, YTOOb UTPaTh, HE
TOBOPS y2Ke 0 TaKOM IIPEKPACHOM cafy.

[Tpo1io MHOTO BpEMEHH C TeX II0p, Kak ACTellb paclaxasa BCIo IPUTOIHYIO A7 UCII0Ib30BaHUs
3eMJTIO TIOfT IMYHbIE HYXK/IHL.

— Teop, He Tporau.

Korga Teop monwiTancst KOCHYTHCS HeOOIbIION TPaBhl B YTy KIIyMObI, ACTE/Ib IIOCTIEIITHO OCTaHOBHUIA
ero.

— 9710 JlareHuH.

9To0 OBlNIa He omacHas OJId 2KU3HHM TPaBad, HO KOrga COK 9TON TPABEI IIOIIada€T Ha PYKY, IIOABIIAE€TCA
KpPaCHas CHIIIb.

Xots 3T0 6Bl 3aMOK MIMIlepaTopa, II0X0XKe, YTO UM IIJIOXO0 YIIPABIISIIN, TaK KakK 3TO ObIJIO MECTOM,
KOTOPOE TI0CEUIaIoch pa3 B HECKOJIBKO JIET.

TyT [Jaze poclia TaKad IUKas TpaBa.

Teop BHE3allIHO IIOCMOTPEIT Ha Actenb u CIIPOCHUIT:

— Mawm. Tot gagsa - Ummnepartop?

— XM-M?

— OH BBITTIAOUT 37TBIM.

KaiinzeH OblJI eUHCTBEHHBIM, UTO MIPUIIIIO € Ha yM, Iocye o0bsicHeHus Teopa.

AcTenb TOPHKO paccMesinach. M oHa BHUMATENIbHO IIOCMOTPENa Ha U0 Teopa, OCBEIIEHHOe



COJIHEYHBIM CBETOM.

Teop HanmoMmuHaeT Kalii3eHa 13 IeTCTBa.

XOpOH.IO, YTO 3TOTO EIEé HUKTO He 3aMEeTHII...

KoneuHo, Takue TI00M, Kak MapraHHa U BennuaH, KOTOPHIX OHa BCTPETHIIA 3[I€Ch, HE MOTJIM Y3HATh
ero, IIOTOMY YTO OHU He Bupenu Kaiifi3eHa B eTCTBeE.

Ho xorma oHa mmoemer B CTOJIMLY U BCTPETUTHLCA C JIIDObMHU, KOTOPEIE BUOEIN Kaiim3eHa ¢ meTcTBa...

AcTenb OTTONIKHYJa OT ce0s1 37I0Belllee YyBCTBO, BO3HUKIIIEE B €€ CepAlle.

Ona [moyKHa BCTPETUTHCSA CO CBOUM [eyIIKOU, IIpeXke 4YeM OTIIPAaBUTHCA B CTOJIALY U OTIPABUTh K
HeMy Teopa.

Ila, oHa Tak U cresaer.

— Ia, sto Ero BenunuectBo MMnepatop, [lopenutens UMnepun.

— Bor kaxk...

Ceppie AcTenb CXajloCh OT TOPEeYH IIPH BUAE HEBUHHOTO B3TJIsiga peOeHKa.

Teop BOPYT 3a[jai CTPAHHLIN BOIPOC:

— Ho pa3Be MMmepaTop OI0X01 94eI0BEK?

— YT0 TH UMeeIlb B BUIY?

AcTenb yIUBIEHHO HaXMypHiIach, HO Teop HEBUHHO OTBETHII:

— WwmnepaTop 3abpaj 3eMITi0 JeyIIKH.

— Kto0 37O TEbe cka3zan?

— Menymka I'pad.

Ara.



I'pad Mendopn, cTapeiii OPYT €€ mefa 0 MaTEPUHCKOW JTMHUH, OBIT TOYTH YTO €AUHCTBEHHBEIM
TOCTEM, ITIOCETUBIIUM OCOOHSK €€ mema 10 MaTePUHCKOM JTMHUH.

AcTenb He 3Halla, IOYEeMY OH Pa3roBapuBall Cc e€ peOEHKOM.

— Her, ato coenan gpyroit iMmepartop, ¥ Thl HUKOTHA He [0IKeH TOBOPUTH 00 9TOM MPU OPYTUX
mopsax. Tak Kak MIIepaTop - BHICIINY YEJIOBEK, TH HE J0JIXKEH TOBOPUThL HUYEro II0xoro o Ero
BenuuecTBe, ¥ T JOJIKEH MOMUUHATHCS Ero BenuuecTBy B moboMm ciydae. [Tousn?

— Ia.

Teop BHUMAaTEILHO BRICIYIIAN CJI0Ba ACTENb U CEPhE3HO KUBHYIIL.

—H Teop, THI IIOKa He MOKEIITb Ha3kIBaTh MEHS MaMOM.

— Bcé emé?

— Jla, moKa MbI He BEpHEMCS B HaIll 4OM. MbI TPOJOJIKaeM UrpaTh. XOpoIo?

Teop ynbIOHYJICS C BEIpaXKeHNEeM YBEPEHHOCTH Ha JIHIIE.

— [a, xoporuo!

Acrens nornaauna Teopa o rojoBe. Ha camoM [fienie, 3To HOpMaJbHO, eciii Teop uHOTHa OymeT
"omr60YHO" TPUHUMATH €€ 3a MaTh.

Korma 'pad Mendopa, cTaphii Apyr e€ mena [0 MaTePUHCKOM THHUY, BIEPBEIE IOCETUIT OCOOHSIK,
Teop cny4daiiHoO Ha3Bal ACTeNlb CBOEX MaTePhIo.

AcTenb ITOKa3aja rPyCcTHOe BeipaxkeHue ['pady Mendopay, KOTOPHIY yIUBUIICS 0€3 BCIKOTO
CMYILIEHHUS.

— Tak kak Teop HUKOTa He BUJIEJ CBOIO MaTh, OH MHOI'MA TaK HAa3kIBAET MEHS CBOEN MaTephio.

— Ox... 6enHbI peOEHOK.

I'pad Mendoppa roy6oKo B3mOXHYJI, TedaabHO TJIAAsI Ha pebEeHKa.

— ¢ [nst Hero Kak ero HaCTOSINAs MaTh, TakK Kak s Bcerga 3ab04ych 0 HEM.



I'pad Mendopn mpoOwIT B 0COOHSKE €€ mefa 10 MaTEPUHCKOM TMHUYU HEMeJio, Ipexae 4eM
BEPHYTHCS.

— OH MOU BHYK, HO OH IIOTPSICAIOLIUH.

Eé men mo MaTepUHCKOM JIMHUY IIOCMOTPETI Ha HET0 ¥ TPOU3HEC 3TH cIoBa. OHA He 3HAJA,
KOMILTUMEHT 3TO WJIA CapKa3M.

Teopy OBITIO BCETO ISITh JIET. HOSTOMY MHOT'Ja OH COBEepIIal momo0HbIe OMIUOKHY.

Maro KTo Mor mogyMmaTth B ToM, 4To Teop Ovln pebénkoM KaiinzeHa.

OHu 3aHUMANIUCH JTI000BBIO BCETO OOHY HOYb, 4 Ha CHGI[YI-OU.II/Ifl JEHb PAa3BEIIUCE.

BONBIMHCTBO NMofel JyMaiy, YTO OHU [aXKe He MPOBEJH MePBYI0 OpayHyi0 HOYb.

— A rpoe orel] peOEHKaA?

Korpma 6epemenHast ACTesb OTIIPABUIAaCh HABECTUTh CBOETO MEAYINKY II0 MaTEPUHCKOM JIMHUU, OH
3agymarcs o0 otile pe6eérka. Ho oH HuKorma Ovl He ITofyMall, 4To 3To pebéHok MimmepaTopa.

Y Acternb XBaTazo CMEJIOCTHA Ha3kBaTh €r0 He CBOUM pGGéHKOM.

W HUKTO He Y3HAET IIPAaBOkbl, €CIIN OBET €TI0 I''lta3 OCTAaHEeTCA TaKUM XK€, KaK 1 cenyac.

Actensb KOCHYJIACh IIY3BIPEKA, CIIPATAHHOTO B eeé PYKax.

E#l mpuX0oguiioch UCIOIb30BaTh €T0 Ha HEM OBAXKMIH! B IEHb.

OmuH pa3 Ha paccBeTe, BTOPOi pa3 - HOYBIO.

9710 OBUIO CAMBIM BaXXHEIM B 3TOH BHE3AIIHOM II0E31Ke.

X % x

AcTenb BepHYJach ¢ peOEHKOM U3 Cafia ¥ MOMO0IIIa K KOMHATe.

Ona nopoiiyia K ABEPH, B3s/1acCh 3a Py4YKYy ¥ Hadyajla OTKPHIBATh ABEPH, KaK U3HYTPU pa3pfalics
TPOMKHM T'OJIOC:



— Omna percTBUTENbHO ObIBIIas MMnepaTpuiia?

— Ia. Ona gous I'epiiora.

— Ho mouyemy oHa Takas moTpérnanHasa? Bel ke BUOeIu €€ BHELIHUN BUI, fa?

9T0 OBLIY TOJI0CA CITYKAHOK, KOTOPBIX IIPUCTABUIIU K HEH.

— Toyemy oHa 3mech? OHa mbiTaeTcs co6a3uuTh Ero BemmuectBo?..

— IIa Hy, HeT. Heyxemnu oHa 3aech, 4TOOH co0ma3HuTh Ero BemnyecTBo CBOMM yOOTUM BHELTHUM
BUTIOM?

W3-3a 1BepH DOHECCS B3PHIB IPOMKOI0 CMeXa.
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