«Ho moToM, BeposiITHO, MHE TIOHAOOUTCSI KOHTPAKT O TOM, YTOOLI HACTaWBaTh Ha CBOEM, €CJIA eT0
TIepUO JeHCTBUS OyIeT OmyIneH».

[TepBOHAYAIBHYIO OIJIATY MTOBEICUTH HEJIb3sI, HO MEPHOJ] KOHTPAKTa CIeAyeT IPOMJIUTh
6e30roBOPOYHO!

9nekc mymMaj 0 MHOT'OM - OH IIPUKHUHYJ BEPOSITHOCTH U 0e3 KoyiebaHui no0pancs J0 IPUIUHEL.

- Bel MHe BepuTe, repuor? - cripocunia Meupu.

- Hert, - pe3ko oTBeTUII JJIJIEKC.

KaxeTcs, OH OTBETUJI MHCTUHKTUBHO U JOMYCTHUI OMKOKY. 51 BIlepBEIE BUEIa JIJIeKCa CMYILIEHHBIM.
XOTsI TOPO¥ OH IIPOSIBIISII HEKHE 9MOIMH, 3TO Bcerna ObUIN pa3apakeHue Uin Mpe3peHue.

«TTOCKOJIBKY Y HEro KpaCHOPEeUYXBH OPOBH, MOPIIMHKA Ha ero j10y U3MeHsIeTCs COTIaCHO CO
CTEIIEeHbBIO €T0 3JT0OCTHUY

Pasnura Ovita cnaboit, HO 51 cpa3y MOHSJIA, YTO OH CMYTHUJICS, IOTOMY YTO €T0 JIULO, B OT/INYKE OT
Opogeii, He 0c060 ToMeHs10Ch ['11a3a, KOTopsie ObIIU 60JbIlle 0OBIYHOTO, YYTh MPHUOTKPHITHIE TYOHL.
BriepBrie Ha MOel TaMSITH BEIPaXKeHME ero Juila ObII0 ¥ CTPAHHBIM, U 3a0aBHBIM, ITO3TOMY S
HEOCO3HAHHO PAacX0X0Tasach.

- ... - JIJIeKC, Y KOTOPOT0O B MTHOBEHME OKa BHITAHYJIOCH JINIIO, YCTABUJICA HAa MEHS.

[ToToMy 4TO 51 pacesimach? 4 mazxke CMESTHCS BCIIyX HE MOTJIa, TOTOMY 4YTO ObUTa HamyraHa. I[Ipo ce6st
s 3aBOpYasIa, HO He IocMesia COOOIIUTE 06 ITOM.

- O, s He HaJ] BaMH CMesIJIach, HO BIIEPBHIE YBUEA repliora B3BOITHOBAHHEIM. ..

He cka3saTh 11 MHE, YTO s UCIIBITaTa 00JIerdYeHne u3-3a TOro, YTO U repoor - 4eJioBeK?..

«Xa-xa, 00CTaHOBKA CTaJia TIXKEJIOH.»

qa OTpyrala ce0st, IMPpUCTAJTBbHO YCTAaBUBIIKNCE B I'/Ida3ad 9mnmekca B OTBET.

«C 4ero MHe NOHaLOOUIIOCH CMESAThCS U CO3haBaTh yKaCHYI0 00CTaHOBKY ?»

- 41 He B3BOJIHOBAH, - OTBETUII JJIJIEKC.



Ero KpPaCHBIE I'JIa3d APOTHYJIN, KOI'Da MBI YCTAaBHJIMNCh OPYT Ha OPYyTa.

«Yto? Torma ThI CTECHSIEIILCS?»

Ha sToT Ppa3 HEeJIOBKO CTaJI0 MHEe, HO 4 He CTaJla XBaCTAaTbCAd CBOUM CBEPXYEJIOBEYECKHUM TEPIIEHUEM.

- [TousitHO. f omubGnace. - f nonsTanack pa3psaauTh 06CTaHOBKY, OBICTPO KUBHYB, HO TYT S
BCIIOMHMJIA ONKCaHue JJiyieKca B poMaHe. Korga 9iekc CTeCHSIETCS, y Her0 KpacHeT yiu. Mou
B3IJISIT] YCTPEMHUJICSA Ha ero YIIu.

«YX THI, CaMble KOHUYUKY €r0 yIIeu IIpaBaa KpacHbIE».

PapguaTa, Kak mpaBuiio, 6blyia cooOpa3uTesnibHa, HO y Hee OBIJI0 OMHO M3 3TUX 0YEBUIHBIX KIIHIIE: OHA
He 0COOEHHO YYBCTBHUTEIBHO OTHOCHIIACH K 671aTOCKJIOHHOCTH TJIaBHOTO Teposi. [I0aToMy B poMaHe
4YaCTO MeJibKaJiy onucaHus Bpofe: «Ho Paguata He 3aMeTuIa, YTO KOHYUKY yIlIer JjieKca
ITOKPACHEeJIN».

dc TPyOooM COoepKalla TOTOBBIM CHOBa IIPOPBATHCA CMEX. Yronku Moero PTa CierkKa B3gApPOTrHYJIX, HO,
He yCIiell IJIIeKC 9TO 3aMETUTh, KakK g 6BICTp0 OIIYCTHJIa T'OJIOBY M CKPHIJIA 3TO. Kaszarnocs, 6YJITO b |
BBEIJEPZKKMBAIO UCIIBITAaHNE «HE CMEAThCA».

- W... - Tloka 4 Kycasa ryObl ¥ IIbITalach IepeBeCTH JbIXaHKe, HU3KUH T'0JI0C JJIyIeKca ITPOIOJIKUIL. -
[To pOXOEHUIO g YEJIOBEK.

[Toyemy-To ero roioc 3Bydas yrpiomo. Korpma st cCKyioHMIa TOIOBY, 3aryIsigbBas B IUI0 JJUIEKCA,
KOHYUKH €To0 yiIen yxke Oblsii 0OBIYHBIMU. ET0 NuIl0 OBII0 MPIMONUHENHBIM, KaK 00bI9HO. £
omwu6I1ach, MIX MOY CJI0Ba €ro 0CKOpPOMIn?

- TTonsTHO. BRI TaK KPACHUBEI, YTO IIOPOM ITOX0KK HA CTATYIO, BOT S U CKa3asia 00 3TOM. - ¢ CIIOKOMHO
BhIMTanuia ¢pasy, B KOTOPYIO Oblla IpuMelllaHa JeCTb.

Takoe OH BCe PaBHO YACTO CJIBIIIAJI, TaK YTO HE AyMalo, YTOOBl JJIJIEKC KaK-TO 0COOEHHO
cpearupoBal... KOHYMKY ero yirel MOKpacHEeIH ONSTh.

«...YTo... TOYEMY THI OISATH CTECHSENUILCS? Thl He BIIEPBBIE CIILIIIUINL KOMITTUMEHTHI B aIpec CBOET0
JIALA.»

4 BooOI11e He TOHMMaJIa, IIoueMy JJIJIEKC TakK pearupyert.

«HM3-3a TaKOTO KOMIIJTUMEHTA Y HEKOTOPHIX B CBETCKOM 0011IeCTBE IIepeChXaeT BO PTy. Kakum
HEJIIONUMOM JJiyieKC HU OBl ObI, pa3Be UMIIepPaTOp He TOBOPUJII BCE TO K€ CaMOe Ha IIPOIION
BEUYEPUHKE B YECTh HOBOT'O rofia?»



4 O6rina BecbMa cOUTa C TOJIKY €T0 peakurel. Jyiekc OblJT BTOPHIM I'JIaBHBIM TepoeM Iociie Paguatsl,
TI09TOMY B IIEPBOUCTOYHUKE €0 XapakTep ¥ 00pa3 MEIC/Iel ToKe HEMAJIO OMUCHBAJUCE.

OrpaHHWYeHHO, IT0 OTHOIIEHHUIO K I'JITaBHOM TrepouHe, mo0p WU - TOJIBKO K TJIaBHOU

repounHe - BHUMaTeJleH. KpoMe Toro, MHe Ka3ajioch, YTO g €TI0 XOPOILIo 3Hal0, IOTOMY 4YTO B pOMaHe
OTIMCHIBAJINCh MHOTHE YEPTHl €T0 XapaKTepa, HallpUMep, TO, YTO OH HEHaBU[IeI HEUECTHHIX U
0e30TBETCTBEHHBIX aPHUCTOKPATOB, POCKOIIIHYIO XKU3Hb U Ha YOUBJIEHHE C1a0ble XapaKTepH.

«Tak 4T0, myMaro, Mbl CMOTTIX OBl Iy4lle o0IIaThCs, YeM C ['paHAu3neM...»

Hy, IIOJIHOCTBIO IIOHATH YeJIOBEKa HEBO3MOZKHO, TaK YTO MHE He4Yero CJIHIIKOM 0eCIIOKOUTHLCS 00
aToM. A pelniia He 3aAyMBIBATBCA.

B mo6om cnydae, B oTuyue OT I'paHau3Is1, KOTOPHIHM BeJl BOWHYIO XKU3Hb, OH OB BHYTPHU TaKUM
JKe, ¥ OH He OYeHb XOPOII0 0OMaHKIBaJI, TaK YTO OH HUKAK MHE He HaBPEOUT.

OpHako 51 3aMeTHIa, YTO Celyac OH CMYTHUJICS He HM3-3a HEJIOBKOCTH, a IIOTOMY YTO €My OBIJIO CTHITHO.

4 GEICTPO M3BUHUIIACH - HA CITy4al, eCJH s IIOe3[UIa Y HETO I10 HEPBaM.

- TIpomy nporeHnus, s Bac 0OcCKopoua.

- ...5 coBceM He 0CKOPOJIEH. fI MPUTOTOBIII0O KOHTPAKT K CBOEMY CJIeYIOIIEMY BU3UTY.

KopoTkas nay3a My4uia MeHs, HO OH CKa3aJl, YTO BCe B IOPSAKe. & 3aroBopuiia 0 Opyrom, 4ToOn!
130aBUTHCS OT HETOBKOCTH. COBEPIIIEHHO UCKPEHHE...

- O, MHe OBl XOT€JI0Ch, YTOOHI BBl BMECTE C KOHTPAKTOM BBIIIJIATHJIM MHE KOMIIeHcaIuo. MeHs
IIOCaAMIN B TIOPHMY, ITIOTOMY YTO I'epPLOT IIPUILE]T BO IBOPEL], He 3aK/II0UUB IIPEeXK/e CO MHOMN
KOHTpPAaKTa.

- B yem TyT M0Ost BUHA? - JJIJIEKC BPSIM JIX 3HAJ, YTO S CUXKY B TIOPbMeE, U BPSH ik OB B KypcCe,
IoueMy.

- a. O ceropgHAIIHEM BU3UTE repnora CTaJio U3BE€CTHO IIPUHIECCE, 1 OHa HOTpGGOBaHa OT MEHA
PaCCKa3aTh O Ka2KIOM pPa3roBope, 4TO 4 BeJla C IrepIoroM. KoneuHo, 51 conramna, HO HEMHOTO
HEYKIII0XKE, IIOTOMY 4YTO CIIEIINnIIA...

Be3 9puku 51 OBl BHIKPYTHUIACH!
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