[ToueMy-TO, 3Has XapakTep IJJIEKCA, S AyMaJia, YTO OH B KU3HU He [IOTEPSIeT HUYEro IOK00HOTO.

Cremna u JIiekc He 00IaInuCh, HE CUMTAs MEMOJIETHOM BCTPEYH B IETCTBE. B oTinuume oT
['paHauams, CIOKOMHOTO 110 XapakTepy, CTesie He XBaTUIIO Obl XpabpOCTH IPSMO CIIPOCUTD JJIIeKca,
maxke ecny OB OHa IIpUKa3ajia BEISICHUTD, IPOCUIIY I MeHS 00 3TOM, IIOTOMY YTO OHa He OblJla C HUM
0IM3Ka.

- Ho, npunnecca Crenna. M3-3a 3TOro reprior OCTaHOBUII Melpy Ha YaellUuTHM, HO OH IIPHUIIE
CerogHs He II03TOMY. - CKa3ajla JpHuKa.

[Tpexkme yeM s X0Ts OBl ycresa 06pafioBaThCsl, YTO BHUMaHue CTeJIhl IePeKIII0YUIIOCh Ha
IIOTEPSHHYIO Belllb JJIjIeKCa, JpUKa yKa3ajla Ha HeCOOTBETCTBUE.

[TeiTascey COXPaHUTH CIIOKOMCTBHUE, 51 He ITOKa3biBajia CMYyLIEHU. Ho ona IIPOAOJIZKHWIIa, U MHE
IMogyMaJioCh, YTO MHE OTHAAHHO XO4YETCsA OATh 3pI/IKe II0 JEP3KUM FY6aM.

- OH IPUXONUT CETONHS 110 BOIIPOCY, CBI3aHHOMY IIePBLIM JHEM BeUepPHHKY B YeCTh HOBOT'O T'0fia,
KaK g yXKe 00bsgCHUIA. - CKa3ajna Meupu.

OH yKe ofgHaXK[bl CIIpallliBal MeHs Ha YaelUTUH, HO YTO K€ MHE TOBOPUTH O IIPUYHHE, 10 KOTOPOU
JJINeK CHOBa MEHS IpoBeaan?

«XoTenoch OBl MHe pBaTh Ha cebe BOJIOCHD».

- 9T0... Ha caMOM fieJie, TepIOr BeJiell MHe HUKOMY 6oJbllle He paccka3biBaTh. OMHAKO 5
paccka3biBaio BaM, IOTOMY 4TO 51 - TOPHUYHAS IIPUHIIECCH, TaK YTO, IT0XKaJIyHCTa, TOTOBOPUTE C
repioromM camu, Baie BricouecTBo.

TEI MOXKEITh TIOTOBOPHUTE C HUM, €CJIIN Y TebsI eCTh KaKHie-TO BOIIPOCEHI, HO OTBEYATh 3a 3TO 6YI[6LHL THI.

CTena moMeIkasna, KOToa yJI0BUIa B MOUX CJI0BAX 3TOT CMEUT. [[OMTKHO OBITh, ¥ GBITIO TSKEeIOo
pa3roBapuBaTh ¢ JmekcoM. CTena, MOMEIIKaB ¥ 3aKaTUB T71a3a, BCKOpe KUBHYIa, 00MaxuBasiCh
BEEPOM, TI0Ka OHa IIPUHUMAJIa PelleHue:

- BepHro. Twl fonkHa cKa3aTh MHe!

Ha Iepenyrtbe Mexny JII00OMBITCTBOM M OTBETCTBEHHOCTBIO THI pennia Bb16paTb JII00O0IBITCTBO?

HactoitynBocTs CTesuIbl 0Ka3aiach CUIbHee, YeM s oxupasa. JIydine IpocTo C 3TUM CIIPaBUTHCS.

- T'eprior nmompocun mo cekpety. Ecnu g Haiiny 6apxaTHYI0 KOPOOOYKY, OH 3allJIATUT MHE IISITh



30JI0THIX... - 4 He JOTO0BOPHIIA OO KOHIIQ, IIOTOMY YTO CO4YJIa 3TO YYHIBIO.

Ho s Huuero He Morja mofesiaTh, IOTOMY YTO He CyMesla IpUAyMaTh HOpMaabHOE OIPaBAaHue.
BeposATHO, 13-3a 3aK/II0UEHHOT0 CETOHS C JJITIEKCOM KOHTpaKTa Y MeHs B TOJIOBe BCe ellle
KPYTHUIIUCD MSTh 30JI0THIX, 5T TPOCTO CJIOXKUJIA ABa U [IBa, IIOTOMY YTO TOXKE MCKaJla 6apXaTHYIO
IIKATYJIKY.

- 3auem oH Tebe 3TO moBepun? - cupocuna Crenmna.

- OH cKas3sall, YTO MHe HY>KHO HaliTH ee Tak, YTOOH Ipyrue MeHs He 3aMeTuIu. BoT moyemy oH Bemnen
MHe OBITh OCTOPOXKHEE B CJIOBAX.

XoTsl MHe caMOM 3TO Ka3aJloCh YyIIbio, s TPOM0/IKalia UrpaTh. Tereps 5 He MOTJjla HU IpUAyMaTh
mo60e Ipyroe ompaBOaHue, HU B3ATh CJTI0OBa 00paTHO. Tak 4TO s MPOCTO IPOAOIkKasia TBEPAO CTOSTh
Ha CBOEM.

- XM-M, B 9TOM GapXaTHOM IIKATYJIKe JIEXKUT YTO-TO JOCTATOYHO BazKHOE, YTOOHI TepIior JJJIeKC 3TO
McKaJ... He mOMy4YuTCs MU ¥ MEeHS 9TO HAaWTU ¥ BOCIIONIb30BAThCS €T0 C1ad0CThio, YTOOH HAHECTU eMY
ymap? Ecnu 0H X04eT MONy4YuTh 3TO 00paTHO, MBI MOT/IH OB 0OPYy4HUTHCS B3aMeH! Kak myMmaelrs,
9puka?

Bot o6neruenue! Ctenmna, KaxkeTcs, IOBepUIia MHe, He 0COOEHHO COMeBasiCh. BEpOsITHO, 13-3a MBICIIH
0 TOM, 4YTO y Hee IOJyYUTCS Of0JIeTh JJIJIeKCa C TIOMOIIbI0 ero c1ab0CTH, OHa TYT JKe IIPOCUsa.

Ho Opuka, cTosimas psigoM, He OTBETHUA:

- HpHHuecca Crenma, 30eCh 4TO-TO HE TakK.

- YTo HUMEeHHO0?

- l'epuor motepsin 6apxaTHYIO IIKATYJIKY B IIEPBHI IeHb BeuepuHku HoBoro roga, a Melipu, KoTopas
TYT OBITIA, €e He BHUea.

OHa cTamna YKa3EBIBaTh Ha CTPAHHOCTH, CIIOKOKHO Pa3MBIIIIAA Had MOMMHU OIIPpaBOaHUAMHU.

- U kpounpuHi Toxe taMm Ovl, - cKa3ana CTenna.

- Ia, OBII.

- C TOUKH 3peHus repliora, pa3bBe OH He MOBEPHUICS OBl CKOpee KPOHIPHHITY, YeM HeH3BEeCTHOH
Tpo6eMaTUYHOM JaMOyYKe, KOTOPas BCIOAY 3a HUM cienyet? - CTea Kak Oy[iTO 3aMeTusa HeYTO



COMHUTEJIbHOE B MOeM O0BbSICHEHUH.

- Bynb g Ha ero MecTe, s ObI MOIIPOCHIIa KPOHIIPHHIIA, @ He MelpH. - 3aMeTula dpukKa.

Meiipu moTepIiesia IOpaxkeHue, IETAasICh IPUKPHITECS MeHeM ['paHauasis, Kak muToM. O, B caMoOM
nene. CTenny mouTu 00BeNX BOKPYT Majblia... HO OpuKa Obl7la HEIIPOCTHIM COTIePHUKOM. Ee pe3kast
KPUTHKA JIUIINATIA MEHS apa Peydu.

[Toka s criaThiBajia CIIOHY ¥ Pa3MBIIIIAIA, KaK MHE BEIOpaThCs, IpHUKa YacTuia 6e3 0CTaHOBKH.

- Her, g ue... ...

- 91 He MOT'Y TIOBEPUTD, YTO THI MTOTIEITaNIaCh 00MaHyTh MpuHIleccy Ctenmy! OTo He UMEET CMbICTIa
6onblie ciymaTh. Melpu Hy>KHO HEMENIJIEHHO TI0CAUTh B TIOPbMY 3a JIOXKb!

«Tropemy? 3mech?!»

YTo? A - cKpoMHasi TOpOXkKaHKa, KOTOpasi B MIPOLIOH XXKU3HU HUKOTMIA He MOTafiana B IOTHIeHCKUH
y4acToOK. DpUKa He fajia MHe BpeMeHU 00bICHUThHCS. CKilansiBas Beep, CTelna ckasana:

- Hukako Bofbl ¥ e[ibl, ITOKa THI HE CO3HAEIIbCST B CBOUX rpexax. Cuau B TIOPbME, ITOKA UCKPEHHE He
packKaelbCcs B CBOUX OIIMOKaX.

MHe BCIIOMHUIIOCH, YTO COXKAJIEHUS CIUIIKOM 3alo3danH, Kak OBl 6bICTpO OHH He IIOABHUIIUCE.

«41 momXHa OblNa M03aBTPAKaTh ¥ MONTH K TOPHUYHOM. §1 He 3HaJla, YTO MEeHs IIPUTOBOPST K
TIODEMHOMY 3aK/TI0YEHUIO, He YCIIelo s U pa3 MoecTh. Efa u Boga 3ampeleHsl. CymMero i st
IIPOMIEPKATHCS XOTh HEJEITI0?»

Koneuno, CTesla BhIENNIIa MHE HCIIBITATEILHEINA CPOK 6€3 KOHKPETHOI'0 CPOKa:

- TToka Tl UCKpEeHHE He pacKaellbCs B CBOMX OIIHOKaX.

Ho xorma npubymet ['paHaua/Ib, OH KaK-HUOYOb MEeHS BEIYCTHUT, TaK YTO S MOJKHA TOJIBKO
IIPOJEPKATHCS C HELIEJIIO.

«Oxeperse...»

Korpa g nonymarna o I'pannusie, MHe, eCTECTBEHHO, IPUIIIO Ha YM OxKepesbe. Bokpyr ObUI0 TEMHO,
II09TOMY T'oy00l IparoueHHbI KaMeH OblJT YepHEIM, KaK HOYHOE MODe.
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