Ecnu onupaThCcs TOMBKO Ha KOMUKCHI, 110 0O0JIbIIIe} YacTH y TJIaBHBEIX TepPOeB YepPHBIE BOJIOCH, He Tak
nu? KomM60 13 BTOPOCTEIIEHHOTO T'ePOsi C MATKMMHU CBETJIHIMU BOJIOCAMU ¥ TPyOOT0 Y4ePHOBOIOCOTO
TJIaBHOTO Tepos!

XoTsl B poMaHax U GpaHTe3U-HOBeJIax ObIBasId Pa3HbIe IIBeTa BOJIOC, Haubosee pPacpoCTpaHEeHHBIMU
y TJIaBHOTO Teposi OB YepHEIE.

<<BepOHTHO, BOT IIO4YEeMY Y I''TaBHBIX T'€POE€B BO MHO2KECTBE HOBEJIII TEMHBI€ BOJIOCEI».

To ke Kacanmock ¥ MeHs. B «I'eplioruHs orpaHu4YeHa BO BpeMeHu» MouM oduMiieM 0w Hedenpec,
HO ¥ JJIJIEKC TOXKe MHe HpaBuicsa. KakuM yuTaTesnsMm He TOHPaBUJICS OBl TJIaBHBIHM TepoH,
[IPOMIBUTAEMBI aBTOPOM?

- TeMHBIE BOJIOCHL... 3TO TaK 3I[0p0B0? - rpaHJII/ISJ'Ib, PaCIInpuB I'yia3a, CIIPOCHUII TaK, CJIOBHO MOU
OTBET IIPO3BYYaJl HEO2KUOAHHO.

BwmecTo ToOro, YTOOBI OTBETHUTE, A IIPOCTO KUBHYJIA U KPEIIKO 3aayMallacChk.

<<1'queMy ThI TAK CEPEE3HO OTHOCHUIIECA K TOMY, YTO MHE HPABATCA YE€PHEIE BOJIOCBI?»

4 He TOHAA CMEICTIA BOIIPOCa, HO peaKInuio FpaHHI/IQHH IIOHMMaJla ¥ TOT'O MEHBIIIE.

- 3mech. Crmacu6o, 4TO MPOBOIUIT MeHS. - £ OpoCHUIa MOMBITKY MTOHSTH HETIPeICKa3yeMbIi X0/
MBbICTIed ['paHOuaIs U pemuiia 6LICTPO COATHCS.

FpaHnuanb, JIyd4e3apHO YJ'IBIGHYBIHI/ICB, YKa3all Ha OXKepeJibe U CKa3all:

- TToxamny#cTa, CBSIKHUCh CO MHOM, eCJTi YTO-HUOYIb MPOU30MIeT.

KuBHYB roji0BOH, 51 MOHAMEsIaCh, YTO HE MIPOU30MMIET.
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Korpma MBI TpuOBITH B UMIIEPATOPCKUM IBOPEIL], COHIIE CAAUIIOCh. 1 rIy00KO B3[MOXHYIa, TOMOTPEB B
OKpallleHHOe 3aKaToM He0o.

«JleHb OBLTT CYMaTOIIHBIN».

Hauwunas oT AKepa, B3sIBIIETOCS M3 HUOTKY/A, ¥ [0 JJJIeKCa, SBUBIIErocs 0e3 MpeaynpexaeHus, a
IIOTOM - ['paHAM3/Ib, IPUIIEeANINY Ha IIOMOIIb, HO OKA3aBIINICS He 0COOEHHO I0JIe3HBIM.



«4 TIOHATHUS He uMena, 4TO BCTpeYdy TPEX I'ePO€EB 3a JEeHb».

4 He Tpymunachk Gpu3nUECKH, HO 0YeHb ycTasa. Korma s mpoBejia PyKOou 110 JIUITY, IIPOXOMS 110 3alTy
MMIIePaTOPCKOT0 ABOPLia U HAIIPaBJIsAsICh B KOMHATY, S He MOTJla HOXK/AaThCs, YTOOR BEPHYTLCS TyOa
U BKYCHO ITOYKHHATh BMeCTe C PaguaToii.

«41 xotena Obl, 4TOOB U [TadHU OBIIa C HAMU».

M= BTpO€EM OBUTAJINCH BIIEPEN, CUUTadA, YTO HaM XOTEJIOCh OBl BKYCHO IIOYXKHWHAThL U I[py}KeJ'IIOGHO
1m000JITaTh. OpmHaxko Iepen OBEPERIO XKOajld Ta, KO0 4 HE Pada Onla BHETH.

- Ctenmna Tebs BHI3BIBAET. - ITO IPHKaA C Pa3fpakeHHEIM BUIOM 3aropakuBajia OBEPb.

Ona yiiijia, 0JaKe He BhICJIyIIaB Mo oTBeT. KomMHarTa, rae s Morjia OBI XOPOILIEeHBbKO OTOOXHYThH, ObLIa
BCEro B OOHOM IIIare...

OTtyasHue, IIocenoBaBlIee 3a HaJekK ooy, Ka3ajloch Jaxe cujbHee!

Tyno yCTaBUBIINUCE B CIIMHY YOAJAOLIENCS DPUKY, 1 Y4eTKO [IOHUMAJIa, YTO JOJIKHA [IOUTH, HO MHe He
XOTEJIOCE.

OpwuKa, KOTOpas IIjia BIIepenqy, 3aCThlIa Ha MECTe ¥ 3asBUJIa, BEPOSTHO, 3aMETHB, 4YTO 5 He
OBUTaIOCh:

- CKopee 3a MHOM.

Panp cTosin nepen aBepbio CTETH, Kak OyATO OHa ero MpuTanuia. Korma Hallld B3TISOEL
BCTPETHUIIUCH, OH HaxMypuics. OH Kak OyITO YTO-TO XOTeJI CKa3aTh, HO B3TJITHY Ha DPUKY PSIOM U
B3[IOXHYIL.

9pI/IKa II0OCTy4alla, HEe YOOCTOUB PsHpia B3rmsmoM.

- Bxonn.

T'onoc u3HYTPH 3ByYas HENIPUBHIYHO. S1 BCTPEBOXKEHHO CIIOTHYJA. Pa3 CTesna, KOTOpas cKasana,
YTO He JKeJlaeT MeHs BUIeTh, MeHs 1103Bajla, 3TO HU B KOEM CJIydae He MOXKeT CYJIHThb fo0pa.

O=na cupesna y 4alHOTO CTOJIMKa, IIONMBas 4Yal, KakK U B IEPBHIM IeHb, KOTMa 1 ee yBUAea.
MaHgapuHOBBIE IYYM 3aKaTa, IPOCavHBalouIiecs B O0JbIIOe OKHO, TapMOHUPOBAJIM C 3allaxoM 4as,
co3maBas moOpozxkenaTenbHY0 atMochepy. Ho BripaxkeHnue nmuiia CTesIB, KOrma OHA OMYCTHIIA
Yauky, ObII0 HaleKuM OT H0OpoKenaTelbHOTO.



- Tr onmo3pmana. Yail coBceM XOJIOMHEIN.

Crenna nogHsanack. OHa IMOBEPHYJIa JIUI0 K CBETY U3 OKHA, U 5 He CMOTJIa IIOHATh, KaKOe Ha HeM
BbIpaXkKeHMe, HO 51 3aMeTHJIa, C KaKOU CHJION ee pyKa cxkuMaeT Beep. OHa He cMmorjia Ol cloMaTh Beep
3TOM TOHKOM PY4YKOM, HO 3TO JeMOHCTPHUPOBAJIO, HACKOJIbKO OHa Obljia 371a.

- CeromHs... Kak $ CIIBIIIAA, TePLOT JJIIeKC MPUXOOUI C TOOOH IMOBUOATLCS, HEe TaK JIH?

«0, MHe KoHeIl. BecTu ORICTPO pa3HOCSATCS».

Her, 3T0 cnyuusnocs B ee IBOPIlE, TaK YTO OHA HUKAK He MOTJIa He y3HaTb. [7aas B muilo CTeJH,
MOXKHO OBIJIO TIPEATIONIOKHUTD, YTO OHA OYEeHb PA303JIUIIach, YCIILIIIAB O TOM, YTO JJJIEKC HaBellal
MEHS CeronHsI.

«Ha camoM fierne, OT 3TOTO APHS HET TONKY...»

Kaxpeii pa3, Kak gejo Kacaioch JJneKca, BOSHUKAU ITpobieMsl. 51 He MOTia BUHUTH €T0 BO BCEM,
HO 51 He MOTJIa He MCIBITHIBATh Pa3paxKeHus - JOCTATOYHOI0, YTOOH IEPEOCMBICIIUTh CBOM KOHTPAKT
C HUM.

Crerna, oOKa g fiyMalia, YTO, BEPOSTHO, MHE CTOUT OTKA3aThCs OT MOANKUCAHUS KOHTPAKTa,
3aKpuyana:

- OTBeyan, 3a4eM JJUIEKC IPUXOIUIT TOBUAATh TeOs!

Ee pe3kuil MPOH3UTEIBHBIN TOJIOC GBI ITOJIOH 3JI0CTH.

Meiipu He cymesia OTBETHTh Ha ee Bompoc. Ctesa Oblyia HacegHUIIEH UMIIEPAaTOPCKOM CEMbHY, HO ee
rna3a He ObuIH 30710THCTEIMU. OHA He He 06j1afiasia CtoCOOHOCTSIMU UJIM CKPHITHIMU CEKpeTaMu.

«YT0 XXe MHe CKa3aThb...»

MHe IPUTBOPUTHLCS, YTO PA3roBOP OB He 0CO00 BazKHEIM?

Ho 51 He Mora conrate, moToMy 4To CTeljia BEI3Baja MeHs, He 1aB BpeMeHHU Kak CliefyeT Bce
o6myMarTh.

- B 3TOM He OBLJI0O HUYEro 0COOEeHHOrO.

- KorneuHo, 6w1710! KT0 OBI CTAs cipamiuBaTh, eciau Obl 3HaI 00 9TOM?



«TH CIIPallliBA€Ib, IIOTOMY YTO HE 3HAEIIb».

OHa Kak Oy[TO yMHpasa OT XKeJlaHus 3HaTh, 3aUeM JJIJIeKC IPUXOIUIT KO MHE, a He K Hel, IIOTOMY
YTO 51 He OblJla KeM-TO 0COOEHHEIM I10 CTATyCy UJIM BHEITHOCTH.

JINXopamoyHO Pa3MEIIIIAs, TION KaKUM IPEIJIOrOM MHE MOXKHO KaK-HHOYIOh OTBEPTETHCS OT 3TOTO, 5,
HACKOJIBKO MOTJIa, UCKaJla JIio6yio IpUYnHY, KOTOpas He cTaja Ol mericTBoBaTh CTesie Ha HEPBHL

Hpe}Kne BCEro, MHe He CJIe[l0BaJI0 OCTaBAThCS C JIJIEKCOM HaequHe, YTOOH Ka3aloCh, YTO OH
IIPpUXOOHUJI KO MHE HE II10 KaKO#-TO 0COOeHHOM IIpUYnHE.

4 cebst yyBCTBOBaja KakK NEeTEKTUB, paCCMaTPHUBAIOLINN MHOXKECTBO JII0fel, KOTOpkle TO0RIBaIu Ha
MecTe youiictBa! MHe HyKeH OblJI IPesioT, YTOOb IIPUTBOPUTHCS «IepPeBeHIIUHON Neol»
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