HpI/IHI_I IMO2KaJl IjIe49aMHi, HEPBHO ITOIIEBEIINII IIaJIbIIldaMM, HAKJIOHHUJII T'OJIOBY 1 CHOBa CIIPOCHUII, HE
3JIIOCE JINX 4.

TonpKO TOTHAa KO MHE MPHIUIO0 0CO3HAHUE, YTO, TIOTPY3UBILINCH B PA3MHILIIIEHUS, ST HE OTBETHTIA eMy
cpasy.

- IIpuBeTCTBYIO HAC/IEIHOIO MIPHHIIA, IIOTOMKa XpaHuTess. [Ipolry mpocTuTh HeynoOCTBO, KOTOPOE S
IPAYMHUJIA IPUHIY, HE 3aKPBIB IITOPEL.

4 npucena B peBepaHCe U NONPUBETCTBOBAJIA €T0 CO BCeU yYTUBOCThI0. HacneqHblil IPUHI CMOTPEN
Ha MeHS{, CJleTKa HaKJIOHUB I'0JIOBY.

CTOHKHYBHII/ICB C 30JIOTBEIMHU I'/la3aMH, BUTHEBIIMMUCSA U3-II0M FYCTOfI YeJIKH, 4 IIPUIlila B MTOJTHBIA
BOCTOpT.

MHe BepBhIE YIAIOCh NOMKHBIM 00pa30M Pa3rIsigeTh JIUIO0 IPUHIlA, TIOTOMY YTO paHbIlle s HUKOTa
He BUJeNla ero Tak 6JIM3K0, Ia ¥ He MHTepecoBanach UM, BCe BpeMs IIpeciiefys repiora.

«IToyueMy TaM He OBIJIO HAMMMCAHO HU €OUHOM CTPOYKHU O ero KpacoTe?»

Ero yernka 3akphIBajia IIOJIOBUHY JIUIA, HO 3TOTO ObIJI0 HEJOCTATOYHO, YTOOHI CKPHIThH €TI0
BHEIIIHOCTE. BOJIOCHI, OT/IMBAIOIIKME YHUCTEIM cepe0dpoM, CHSIIU faXe Ha TEMHOM Teppace, a 30JI0ThIe
r71a3a, CJIerka BBITJISIILIBAIOIINE HM3-3a BOJIOC, OBIIM ITOX0XKHK Ha CBEPKAIINe 3Be3Mbl. Ero mpsiMoi
apUCTOKPATHYECKUH HOC BhIABAJl PEIIUTEIFHOCTh XapaKTepa, a Koxa Oblla Tako# ke 6eiol u
T7agKoM, KaK caxapHas r'a3ypb Ha U3bICKAHHOM MTUPOKHOM.

On OIIYyCTHII I'lTa3ad, ITOKa3bIBdsi CBOIO HEPEIIUTEIIbHOCTD. Ho BHITNISIAET HEKHBIM U p06KI/IM
30JIOTUCTBIM PETPUBEPOM. Bonbias co6aKa, CKYyJIdliada OT XKeJIaHUS IIOJTYUYUTh BHUMAdHKUE X03s5WHaA.

«3T0 yxe ciauimkoM. Ecriu Ovl aBTOp Hamucan X0Ts OBl OOHY (Gpa3y 0 ero BHEIITHOCTH, TO YUTATEIISIM
OBl OH TIOHPABUIICS ».

MeHSsT HAKPBIJIO COXKaJlleHHeM. DTOr0 JOCTAaTOYHO, YTOOK CYUTAThH aBTOPA IIOJTHOM
IIPOTUBOIIOI0KHOCTHIO KPOHIIPUHIIA.

Bupgs ero JKaJI0OHBIN B3rjidn, 4 BHE3allHO BCIIOMHUJIA IIPUYHNHY, I10 KOTOpOfI OH IOJI2KEH OBIIT
OTPACTHUTHL OJIMHHYIO YEJIKY, YTOOBI CKPEIBATh CBOH I'JIa3a.

«I"0BOPAT, YJIeHBI KOPOJIEBCKOM CeMbH, KOTOPHIE HACllefOBaJIX 30JI0ThIE TJIa3a, MOTYT YATATh YyXKHUe
SMOLIUU».

Bo BpemeHa, korpaa 6or [InaHTa 06pyIINI CBOM THEB Ha KOHTUHEHT, BCE MOTPY3UIIOCh BO ThbMY. JTO



OBITT BCEM M3BECTHBIN OCHOBOIIOIATAOIIMH MU, YTO ITePBEIE UMIIEPATOP ¥ TepIior paboTanu coobIma,
yTOORI IIPEOHOJIeTh THEB 60Ta U CIIaCTH MUP.

Opuako Oblyia ¥ IpyTras UCTOPUS, KOTOPYIO 3HAJIM TOILKO TOTOMKH IIePBOT'0 UMIIEPATOPA U repliora.

COBMECTHEIMH YCUIMSIMHU UX IMIPEOKaM yIaloch YCMUPUTH THEB [I7aHTH, a B 0J1arofapHOCThb TOT
mapoBaj uM 0cobbie cuiibl. Ho TONMbKO 30paHHEIE 3HAIU 00 9TOM, IIOTOMY YTO [JISI IIPOCTHIX JTIOIeH
3TO MOTJIO IT0KA3aThCs MyTaouM. MHe yIanoch y3HATh 3TO K3 MPOYUTAHHOT'0 POMaHa.

- By 3HaeTe 000 MHE...

YuuTeiBas CKpPOMHYIO HaTypy IIPUHIIA U €T0 HexXKejlaHue O0IIaThCS C APYTUMHU, 5 IIoAyMasa, YTO OH
OBICTPO yHET, HO OH IIPOJOJIKaJl TOBOPUTE, POOKO TSNS Ha MEHS.

«OH YHacJiegoBall 30JI0ThIE I'Jla3ad, KOTOPEIE JOCTaBaJIMCh TOJIBKO OJHOMY M3 IIOTOMKOB KOpOJ'IGBCKOfI
CeMbH B KaXKJIOM IIOKOJIEHHM, HO KTO OBI 3TO IIOHSIJI, €CJIH IIPUHII IIOCTOSAHHO HUX npﬁqu?»

qa paccMednacChk TaK CUJIBHO, KaK TOJIEKO MOT'JId, CTapasiCh He ITI0KAd3adTh, YTO 3HAIO 3TY TaﬁHy. On
YHUTaeT 3MOIUHY, a He MBICIIH, IIO3TOMY BCeE 6YH6T XO0poMIo, IMOKa Y MEHAd HET HEIraTUBHOI'O HAaCTPO4.

- KoneuHo. Pa3Be HalieTcs B UMIIEPUHU OBOPSHUH, KOTOPHIM He 3HaJI ObI KPOHIIPUHIIA?

Xa-xa... {1 oco3Hasa, TOIbKO cKa3aB 3T0. HeT HUKOro, KTO OBl He 3HAJI €r0, HO BCE OHU HaMePEeHHO
ero urHopupyioT. OcCoOOEHHO Te, KTO IMPUHAOJIEKUT K BHICIIUM CJIOSIM 00IIecTBa.

Kto 651 mOCMeT 3aeTh KOPOIEBCKYI0 ceMblo? Ho faxe ecniu OHU [IepeXOAsAT IPaHUILy, KTO OCTAHOBUT
UX, Be[Ib BJIaCTh KOPOJIEBCKOU CeMbH ceitdac ociabia.

«Hapetocs, 51 Te6st He oOupena. My, MoXKeT, MOM CJI0Ba IIPO3ByYasy CTPAHHO...».

¢ Bce ellle pomoKaia 3aiaBaThCs BOIIPOCOM, He cKa3aja JIu 1 9TOMy Hec4aCTHOMY PeOeHKY dero-
TO OIIACHOTO, & 30JI0ThIE IJIa3a IPUHIIA yKe CTpaHHO 3abnectenu. CI0BHO Y XUIIHUKE, HallleIIero
3a0aBHYIO UTPYIIKY.

A nmomsaTunace B HCIIyTe. HpI/IHU; 6BICTpO BEPHYII CIIOKOMHOE BEIPpAaZKEHNE JINIa, IIPUITyPHBas I';la3a U
CM€EsCh.

- ITonsiTHO. Ilepeo MHOM TaK MaBHO HEe U3BUHSIIMCH, YTO S ITOCYMUTAJI, YTO BEI 0003HAJIKCE.

«0ro, Ha ero IeKax Takke OYapoBaTEeNIbHEIE SMOYKHU!»



MHe Ka3asoch, 4TO ¢ HeOec colesn Urpalomiui Ha TpyOe aHren. Moe BHUMaHUe IPUBIIEKAA SIMOYKHU
Ha ero IeKax, a He CMBIC/I CKa3aHHOT0. TOJIbKO cefyac S 3aMeTHIIa, YTO IIPHHI] He 3auKaJiCs IPU
pasroBope co MHOM. Ero meun Bce elle NPOOoIKalay ApoXkKaTh, HO HEJTOBKHE IBUXKEHUS IaJIbIIEB
IIPEKPATUIINCh, a ero ria3a cHOKyCHPOBaIUCh Ha MHeE, ITpeXke YeM s 0CO3Hasa 3To.

«TakoB 7T HACJIeOHBIN MPUHII HA CAaMOM Jefe?»

CeropiHs g BIepBHIE pa3roBaprBaia C HUM.

06pa3, OIKMCAHHLIN B poMaHe, KOTOpBIfI g IIpoYJla B HpOH.U'IOfI 2KW3HH, IIOBJIUAII Ha MEHA 60J'IBH.I€‘, qyeM
COOCTBEHHBIH OIBIT OGH.IGHI/ISI C HUM.

- XM... [I-mpocTtute MeHd. Jlemu M-Melipu Oblsia 37[€Ch IIEPBOM, TIO3TOMY S... 3M... TIOUTY.

- Ax...

Henosko KalllJITHYB, 3aMKaOIIUCs IIPUHI] C HEPBHO IIOOEPTUBAOITNMUCHA IIaJIbIIaMU yﬁe}KaH, HE
OJOCJIIyIlIaB MO€Ero OTBETaA. Ilaxe 1ocJyie ero yX0da g TYIIO CMOTpPe€Jia B IIPOCTPAHCTBO, I'me OH TOJIBKO
YTO CTOSAIL.

«OH Tak OTNMYaeTCs OT OMUCAHUS B pomMaHne...»

Ha HepBbeI B3TJIsA0 OH pO6KPIIZ, HO ero IJ1a3a OoJIbIIe IOX0XKHK Ha rila3a XUITHUKA. BLICIIIEro XUITHUKA.

B KOHIIe 0OH BepHYJCS K CBOeMy 00pa3y 3aCTeHUUBOI0 CKPOMHUKA, HO, [OJIKHO OBITH, 3TO BCETO JIUIIb
IIPUTBOPCTBO. Tak Jix 3T0?

Y s 3amo3mano oco3Haia CTPaHHBIN (DAKT, IPHUBEAS CBOM MEIC/IH B MTOPSAOK - HACTEOHbIN IPHUHI] 3HATI
MO€e UMSI.

YTo, 4epT BO3bMH, 3[I€Ch TPOUCXOTUT?
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