[Tpuns K opyKeNHO! B COMMPOBOXIEHUHY IBYX CTPAXKHUKOB, 5 ObII clerka youBineH. Codu cTosna
BO3JIe MOET0 J0Clexa U HeXXKHasl TPOBOAMIa PYKOH 10 ero MTOBEPXHOCTU. Buas 370, 1 MaxHyNI PYKOU
CTpakKHUKaM, II0CJIe YeT0 OHU yHaIuIuch. M Tak B Opy2KeNHOM OCTalMCh TOIBKO MBI BOBOEM, S U
Codu.

[TousaBs, 4TO OHa He 06pa1_uaeT Ha MEHA HUKAKOI'O BHUMadHHNA, 1 KaIllJIAIHYJI, IIPDUBJIEKAsi €€ BHUMaHUE.
Kazamocs, oHa Onlna YOUBJI€EHA U PE3Ka OTAEPHYJIa PYKY OT IIOBEPXHOCTH XOJIOOHOI'O METaAJljld.

- Bamte BenuuecTso...

Ckazalla OHa C TPYCTBIO B I'0JI0Ce, faxKe He yIOCYXKUBIIKICEH IOBEPHYThCS KO MHE. CTapasich He
oOpalrnaTh Ha 3TO BHUMAHUS, 5 CKa3al.

- Tebe cnepmyeT yiUTH C OCTAIbHBIMU CITyraMu, Haugu Jlapkyca, oH mo3abotutcs o Bac. OHa
pas3BepHyJach ¥ IOCMOTPEJIa Ha MeHsI, HO B 3TOT Pa3 B ee I'1a3ax 00Jible He ObII0 TPUBBIYHKIX [IJIS
Hee CIIOKOMCTBUS U Xoona. HampoTus, rinasa ee CUJIbHO ITOKPACHENTH ¥ HaMOKJIH OT ITOCTYIIUBIITNX
cie3, a yrojku ryb mogparuBaiy. JX, OHa, Kak BCernaa, Oblyla Ha TPAaHU U eJie COepPKUBaiach, YTOOH!
He 3alIakaTh. IMEeHHO TaK, C CaMOT0 IeTCTBA, 3TA XOJI0JHAS U CIIOKOWHAs Ha MePBBIN B3TJIS[
IeBYIIKa, Ha caMOM fiejie Oblyia XKYTKOH ITaKCOM. XOTsI YOUBUTEILHO, YTO MTOCIIEHKE MTOIT0fa OHa
mepxaina ce0s B pyKax ¥ HY POPOHMIIA HU OOHOM cle3uHKu. Ho BUAMMO ceiidyac OHa yXkKe COBCEeM Ha
IrPaHu, ¥ MOXKHO IIOHSITh IOYEMY...

- Apu, Tebe o0sg3aTenbHO HaMlo yMUpaTh? Heyxemnu Thl He MOT IPOCTO cOexkaTh U KUThH?! 2ZKUTh Kak
oOBIYHBIM YesmoBeK?! He yK TO 3Ta TBOS TOPAOCTh CTOUT TOTO, YTOOH U3-3a HEe BOT TaK YyMUpPATh?!

BrICKa3aBIIKCh, OHA, KaK 0OLIYHO, pa3phiasiack, IPUKPHIBAS JIUII0 PyKaMHu. ApH... KOT{Ia-TO B J€TCTBE
sl caM IIOTTPOCHIT €e Ha3kIBaTh MEHS Tak. [laxke cedyac MOMHIO KaK 3Ty IIJIAKCY IPUBEJIU B 3aMOK U
HA3HAYUIIA MOeH IMYHOU TOPHUYHOM. IT0CKOIBKY MBI TOTa OBLIM MPUMEPHO OMHOTO BO3pACTa,
CTaplie ee Ha [IBa TOfa, TO ¥ OTHOCHUJICS 5 K Hel He KaK K IIPUCIIyTe, a Kak K Ioapyre. 3a ria3a MeHs
YacTO OCYK[aJi¥, Ha3klBast TaKoe IOBeleHre He MOCTOMHOe OyayInero uMiepaTopa, Xax, BUIEIH Obl
OHM KaK BeJs ce0s oTell B MOCTIeTHKE TOMH, 1a Ha ero ¢oHe 5 ITPOCTO 00Pa3I[0BEIN UMIIEPATOP.

[Toka oHa myIaKaja, S MoJjida CTOSIJI ¥ JK[aJl, XOTh ¥ BpeMs nomxkuMaeT. Kaxercss OHa Toxke 3TO
IIOHKMMaET, II03TOMY OBICTPO IPUIIIa B ce0s1, cuenasna Irmy0OKHit BOOX, 3aTeM BHIIOXHYTIA U
3aroBOpHUIIA, IPYU 9TOM CXKMUMAsi CBOUMHU MaJIeHbKUMHU Py4YKaMH CBOM GeJlblil hapTyK.

- Apuoc.

- [la. - He 3HAl0 I0YEMY, HO CTOUJIO € TPOU3HECTH MOe UM, KaK BCTaJl IPSIMO ¥ IIOCMOTPEIT Ha Hee
CO BCel cephe3HOCTHI0. CO CTOPOHEI MOTJIO TI0Ka3aThCs, OyOy 3TO OHa, OBIBILINY OyOyIINUil UMIIEPaTOp,
a He 1, 3a6aBHO.

- CKa3aTh 4eCTHO, B CAaMOM Hayajie MOe¥ CIyKOHI, THl IIOKA3aJICs MHE TPyOLIM, HEOTECAHHBIM U
TOPMENUBHIM, KakK U BCE OCTaIbHbIE apUCTOKPATHL.



Ecnu GBI OHA CKa3aja 9TO B MPUCYTCTBUU OPYTHUX, €, CKOpee BCero, TyT ke yCcTpousu Ovl mOpKy. Ho
MHe aOCOJTIOTHO HAIlJIeBaTh, Be[b OHA OJHA M3 HEMHOTOYKCIIEHHBIX UCTUHHBIX IPY3€eH, KOTOPHIMHU S
CUJIBHO OPoXKY. [T03TOMY, 5 CrylIasn ee He IpephIBas.

- Ho, XOTB THI ¥ TTOCTOSTHHO MOJIIyYXBal Hago MHOM, Thl HUKOTTIa He BeJl ce0sl Ype3MepHO U Bceraa
OBLT OPyKemo0eH 0 OTHOIIEHUWIO KO MHE, Ia ¥ B IIPHHIIUIIE KO BCEM OCTa/lIbHEIM CIyraM... [1o aTomy,
s XO4y CKa3aTh, THl MHE BCETMa HPaBWUJICS, HET, 51 Bcermaa Te0s mobunia, u... u...

Oco3HaB, 4TO OHa CKa3aJlla, ee riia3a BHOBb HAJIUIIUCDH CIe3aMH. HpI/IKprB JIUIIO PyKaMH, OHa
moOexxasna B CTOPOHY OBE€PHU, UCIIBITHIBASA IIPXA 3TOM THY6OKHﬁ cTrif. Ho s 0CTaHOBUII €€, U ITI0Ka OHA
BCe€ elle IIPUKOBEIBAJIA JIMIO, 4 MEOJIEHHO 3arOBOPHII.

- Codu, 4eCTHO rOBOPSI, THI TOKE MHE BCerMa HpaBunaack. Ho s GBI OyIyLUM KMIIEPATOPOM, a ThI
OOBIYHBIM CHIyToii. Ha TOT MOMEHT efMHCTBEHHBLI BapHaHT [ Hac OBITE BMECTe, 3TO CTaTh TAaUHBIMU
MI000BHUKAMM, HO 5T HUKOTIa HEe XOTeJI TAaKOTo s Tebst. A OpocuTh Bce U c6exKaTh BMECTE S IIPOCTO
He MOT, Oyayliee UMIIEPUK TSIKKHM T'PYy30M BHCEJIO0 Ha MHe... Ho pa3 yk MHe CKOpO YyMHUPATh, 5 X0Uy
cka3aTh, Codu, s Toxe Tebs 10670,

He 3Hai0 moyemy, HO BEICKA3aBIIUCh, ST TOUYBCTBOBAJ 06eryenue, OyATO KaMeHb C OyLIN CHSIJI.
Codu ke MenyeHHO yOpaB PyKH OT JIKIla, YIUBIEHHO B3TJISIHYIa Ha MEHS.

- Apu, THL... THL... UouoT!

Ho BmecTo CTPACTHOTI' O IIOIEeJIys, KaK 06BI‘IHO, 9TO OBIBAET B TEX POMaHTHYECKHX PACCKa3adX, KOTOPkIE
51 9UTaJl, OHa Ha3BaJla MEHA HONOTOM.

- Xa?! - HelpoM3BOJILHO BHIPBAJIOCh y MEHS, a Kak ellle MHe pearupoBaTh?

- 3ayeM TH MHe 3TO CKa3an? THl MomKeH ObLT TPOCTO OTBEPTHYTh MEHSI, YTOORI S JKUJIa [Jasblie 3a0bB
o tebe! Umguot! IIpunypok! HenaBuxky!

Ona cHOBa pa3peigaiachs 1 nmobexana B CTOPOHY BHEIXO[dA, HO Ha 3TOT Pa3 A He IIperpaguia en IIyTh, a
IIPOCTO OmLIapallieHO0 CMOTpe el B cef.

Kaxkoro uépra?! [Ipr3HaThCs B 1I00BU, HO IIPU 3TOM XKeJlaTh ObITh OTBEPTHYTOM? B yeM TBOS noruka?!
Ia TeI cama ugroTKa! XpeH MOUMU YTO y Bac KEHIIUH Ha YMe.

[Toka 51 B yMe IIPOKJIMHAJ BCE U BCS, HBOE CTPAKHUKOB 3alllJTA B OPYKENHYI0 U CIIPOCUIIH, BCE JIH Y
MeHS B IIOPSIOKE. Y CITIOKOUBINKCE, 5T CAesal ITy00Kui BOOX U BEINOX. [la, He BpeMsi [Jisi BCETO 3TOTO.
Cettuac MeHsT KOET 60¥, MOH ITocemHu 00ii. BEICTPO HalenuB mocnexu, He 6eC IOMOIIH
CTPaXHUKOB, KOHEYHO, 51 HAlPaBHUJICS K TJIaBHHIM BOPOTaM 3aMKa. [1o myTu s1 BUfEen MHOXKECTBO
PaHeHHIX COJImaT. Y HEKOTOPBIX OTCYTCTBYET pPyKa WM HOTa, UK cpaly 06e. HekoToprie mpocTo
CHUIENU TaM C OTPEIIEHHBIM BUIOOM. [Ipyrue xe jexajad HeIIOOBUXKHO U He SICHO, JKUBH OHU ellle WK



HeT. CKOJIBKO JTIofiel moru6yio mpu ocapme? He 3Ha0, HO TOYHO MOTY CKa3aTh, YTO UMIIEPUS IIOTEPSIa
maxe OoJbIlle, BO MHOTO pa3 OOJIbIIe.

TeMm BpeMeHEM MEbI IOIIIKA 00 BOPOT. BEITISAAAT OHM HEBAXKHO M BOT-BOT IafayT. CoaThl
BBICTPOMJINCE Ilepefi HUMU ¥ BO3BEJIU CTEeHY KOIWi, B HafleK[e XOTb KaK-TO clepxkKaTh Oy Tyl
ITPOPHIB.

3amMeTuB 4TO g NPUOBLI, KOMaHIKUPEI FapHU30Ha ITof0ekanu Ko MHe, HO He YCIIeNIM OHU CKa3aTh XOTh
CJIOBO, BOPOTA TYT K€ PYXHYJIU 1 0€CKOHEYHEI! IIOTOK UMIIEPCKUX JIETUOHEPOB Hadasl CBOM IIPOPHIB.
Ho aTo yxe He OuTBa, HET, 3TO OO¥Hs. Mou M0OY, yCTaBIIMe, KakK GU3NIECKU TaK ¥ MOPAJIBHO,
IIPOCTO He MOTJIM HAYEro MPOTUBOIIOCTaBUTE GolilaM JiernoHa. Bce CTpeMUInch K ToMy, 4TO IepBas
JIMHUS CKOPO PYXHET, a 3a HeX U BTopas.

Ho TyT, BHe3amHo, MPOU30IIII0 HeYTO HeBooGpa3uMoe. Pa3mascs 3ByK TOpPHA U TPOKATHIICS Yepes
BCe 1oJ1e 60s1. YTo 9T0 OBUTO? 3amaBaiCs BOIPOCOM KaxXK/Iblid U3 CONIaT 00enx CTOpoH. Y, He 3HAI0
KTO 9TO OB, HO Pa3[asics Ye TO rojoc.

- Tam, cMoTpuTe, B Hebe.

W BCce CHMHXPOHHO ITOIHSJIN T'OJIOBH K HEOY, 5, B TOM 4Yuclie. To 4TO 5T YBUAE, TIOTPSICIIO MEHS 10
ryOuHE! Oyinu. YeoBeK... HET, aHTell, 9TO TOYHO OBl aHTell. beocHeKHbIe KPBITbS U SIPKUM, OesTblil
HUMO Hafl ero TOJIOBOM, OJIeThIM YUCTHIE Oesibkie pOOI, IPSIMO KaK B IIEPKOBHBIX TpaKTaTax. Aaresn. OH
3aBUC MPSIMO Haf mojieM OpaHu ¥ CMOTPEJ Ha Hac, Ha Jofed. He 3Hat Kak, OH OBIT TPOCTO CIIUIIKOM
BBICOKO B Hebe, HO I MOT OTYETJIMBO BUAETH ero nuiio. HebecHo-rony0ble, SICHEIE TIa3a, BOJIOCH U
KO2Ka MOJIOYHO-Oetoro 1neta. OH CMOTpeJI Ha BCeX HAC, a B3TJISA ero ObIJT HafIMEHHBIM.

Kazx[e1ii CTOSITT M CMOTPEJT Ha HET0 KaK OKOJIMOBaHHHIM. AHresn. OH IOOHSI CBOIO PYKY U YKa3asl Ha
3emmio. [llen4yok. OH IPOCTO IENKHYIT MalbIl[aMi, HO 3BYK ObIT BO MHOTO Pa3 TpoMYe TpoMa. A moToM
BCe Imobenerno.

3HauuT, bor HUCIOCTIAM aHTena, YTOOB TOT CBEPIIUI CY[ Hajl I'PEIIHEIMY ogbMu... Codu, JIapkyc,
IIPOCTUTE... Y MeHsI HUKOTIa He OBIIo U mIaHca. bor HuKorga He ObLT Ha HaIlleX CTOPOHe.
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