Korga Tom ucyes u3 3aMKa TuHTaresb, OH CHOBA IIOSBUJICS B IIapCTBE CMEPTH.

TbMa OKpyzKaJja ero, Ho BMECTO JIECHOM 30HHI C TOpaMu Ha 3afgHeM IjlaHe ToM IOSIBUIICS B TEMHOM
TPOHHOM 3aJe C IpeKpacHOU XKEeHIMHOU, CUISIIe! Ha TPOHE.

- Hakosne1n-to! Y MeHs cHOBa o¢uLIMaIbHO €CTh X035UH! - BOCK/IUKHYNa Jlegu CMepTh B AETCKOM
BOCTOpTE.

- 3HAYUT, TH He Jirana, ga? JTO X0po1Io, -ToM 06Ier4eHHO B3IOXHYII.

OH pemun goBeputhes Jlemu CMePTh ¥ HAMESAIICS, YTO OHA He IBITaeTCsl 00MaHOM 3aMaHUTh €0 B
pabCTBO WJIM YTO-TO B 3TOM POIE.

- KoneuHo, 51 cka3asna Tebe mpaBay. 4 cama cMepTh! Y MeHst HET IpuyuH nraTh. Eciu Obl g X0Tena,
YyTOOB! TH YMEpP, MHE HYKHO ObIJI0 OBl TOJIBKO II0XKeNIaTh 3TOTO, - TOBOPUT OHa HafIMEHHO.

- Hy, cmacu60, 4T0o He moxejajaa MHEe CMEPTH, S AyMalo, - KadyaeT ToJ0Bo# Tom.

- He 3a 4T0, X034uH, - oTBeuyaeT Jlegu CMepTs.

OrnsimeB TPOHHEIM 3a71, ToM OBITT 0YapOBaH TeM, KaK BHITISIUT 3TO IAapCTBO. Bce Ov10 aOCOMIOTHO
YepHBIM, HO OH BCe PaBHO MOT BUAETh KaXKOyl0 AeTallb KOMHATHI ¥ BCETO, YTO B HEM HaXOOUIIOCh.

-Htax... Kak paboTaeT 3TOT? STO X035UH TUIA "TH MOM pab", XO3SUH THIIA YUYUTEJS UK XO3IUH THUIIA
CeKcyasbHOM poseBol urpsl? Ecnu nocnenHee, To, 6010Ch, MHE IPUAETCS OTKa3aThCs. B KoHIle
KOHIIOB, S Ceii49ac COCTOI0 B OTHOIIEHUSX, - CIIpallliBaeT ToM.

- [TepBoe. 4 Barmra paOwiHs, rocronuH! - OHA CTOHET, KOT{la HAYKMHAET OIIYIIBIBAaTh CBOE TEJIO.

'YX THI, e/l JeCTBUTENILHO HPABUTCS 9Ta UCTOPHS C XO3IUHOM U pabniHel, ga?' - mogyman ToMm,
Habmonas, kak Jlegu CMepTh U3BUBAETCS Ha CBOEM TPOHE.

- XM, 9T0, MATKO TOBOPS, UHTEPECHO, - CKa3asl ToM, Tak Kak He MOT IIPUAyMaTh APYroro crmocoda
OTIKCaTh CBOIO HOBYIO CHTYAIHIO.

ToMm He coGHpAICs CMOTPETH B POT HapeHOMY KOHIO... Boke, Kak HeyIayHO CKa3aHo.

Tom He cobupascs pa3nyMbeiBaTh Haf 3TUM. OH TOJIBKO YTO IOJIyYMJI YHUBEPCAbHYIO CYITHOCTD
CMepTH B KadyecTBe cBoero pada. OH IpoCTo NPUMeET BCe KaK €CTh U [TOUEeT Hajbllle.

- UTak, g nomy4yy Kakue-HUOyOb OOHYCH MJIX YTO-TO B 3TOM POZE, Pa3 YK g Telmepb TBOU X035UH? -



crapocun Tom.

- Temieps y Tebs ecTh Bce crmocobHocTH JapoB CMepTu. KpoMe Toro, TH 1 BCe, KOT'O THI II0KeJIaelllb,
OynyT UMeTh UMMYHUTET KO MHE, YTO 03Ha4yaeT OTCYTCTBUE CTapeHus, - 00bscHuna Jlegu CMepTsh.

'A? 4 TonpKo uTO monmy4uusn 6eccMepTre?' - mogyMan ToM, BEIUEPKHUBas 3TO M3 CIUCKA CBOUX OYOYIITHX
IIJIaHOB. - MUJI0, HO 51 X04y CTapeTh, I0Ka MHE He UCIIOJIHUTCSA 26 51eT. Kak TONBbKO S JOCTUTHY 3TOr0
BO3pacTa, Thl CMOXKEIIb OCTAHOBUTb MO€E CTapeHue. Y MeHs eCTb HECKOJIBKO YeJIOBEK, KOTOPBIM S
TOXKe X04y, 4TOOHI TH IIofapuil 6eccMepTre, HO CHadaJja s X094y ITOTOBOPUTHL C HUMHU 00 3TOM.

- Xopol11o, TOIBKO Iali MHE 3HATh, X035UH. - Jlemu CMepPTh TOBOPUT CO CTOHOM.

'boxke, OHa AENUCTBUTEILHO 3aBOUTCS OT 3TUX X03AMCKUX MTy4eK. Kak O6bl To HU OBITIO, 9TO BCe
paBHO paboTaeT B MOIO MTOJIL3Y, - mogyMain ToM. - EcTs uTo-Hubymb ere?

- HeT. X0oTs THI OOXOOUIIL IIOM KPUTEPHUH, YTOOHI CTATh MOMM XO3SIMHOM, THl HE MOXKEIIb CTaTh MOUM
aBaTapoOM UJIH YEeMIIMOHOM, - JIemu CMepTh 00BSICHMUIIA C OTCTPAHEHHBIM B3TJIIAOM B I'/Ia3aX.

- Y10 crmy4unocs? - crupocuil ToM.

- Hy, y MeHs yXe ecTb aBaTap, HO OHa Obljla 3aKJI0YeHa B TIOPbEMY XeJlb CBOUM COOCTBEHHEIM OTILIOM.
Boxe, Kak 51 HEHaBUXKY 9TOT0 nuiieMepa. Kak OH CMeeT UCII0Ib30BaTh Xelly B Ka4ecTBe K03/1a
OTIyIIEHHUS TI0CTIe BCETO, YTO OHA IJIst Hero chesnasna! OH 6pocaeT MaJIeHbKYI0 IEBOYKY B BOMHY,
KOTOPYIO CaM JKe U 3aTesiy, U 0KUaeT, YTO OHA BHIMET U3 Hee B IoJiHOM mopsigke. Het! [JeBouke
Hy2KHa OblJIa TOMOINb U nro0smas ceMbs! - Jlenu CMepTh HAUWHAET Pa3TJlarobCTBOBATS.

'Ona roBoput o Xene u3 Acrapma? Brina nmu oHa aBatapoMm Jlequ CMepThb B punbMe? - 3aancs
BOITpocoM ToM. - Eciu ThI TaK 3NMUIILCS M3-3a 3aTOUEHHUS 3TOM [IeBOYKH, TOYEMY THl He 0CBOGOAMIIA
ee? - cupocun Tom.

- Kak u MHOT1e fpyrue 60r¥ ¥ BEHICOKOYPOBHEBLIE CYIIHOCTH, 51 He MOTY BOUTH B MaTepUasIbHBIA MUD
WM BMEIIaThCS B HETO. I MOTY TOJIBKO BHITIOTTHSATH CBOIO paboTy CMEPTH U COOMpPATh MEPTBLIE TYIIH.
Huyero 6onbiie. Hudero 6osblile 1 HUYEro MeHsble, - Jlegu CMepTh 00BACHSIET C pa3gpaxkeHHBIM
BUZIOM.

B aToT MoMeHT ToM MOHSsI, YTO mONy4ws Oecrone3nyio padriHio. OHA MOXKET OBITh CYIIHOCTHIO
CMEPTH, HO, TI0X0XKe, OHa HUKOT]a He CMOXKET MPUUTU Ha CMEPTHBIN IIJIaH.

XoTsi oHa HeMHoOro Gecnonie3Ha, ToM HUYYTh He paccTpouncs. OgHO TOIbKO GeccMepTrie, KOTOPOe OH
TIOJIyYUJI OT Hee, CTOMJIO TOTO, YTOOKI CTaTh X035iMHOM Jlegu CmepTH.

- 3HAYMT, KOTHa TH CKa3aja, YTO MOXKeITh YOUTh MEHS, eCJIM 3aX04elllb, Thl COIraa... - ToM
OCTaHOBUJICS C MIPUIIOTHATON OPOBBIO. - 4 OyMars, 4To BceMoryieit CMepTU He HYKHBEI TaKue MeJIouH,



- OH mopIpa3HuUIl ero ¢ HeOOJBIION YXMBITKOM.

- Hy... aT0 cMymaeT! {1 omHa U3 caMbIX MOTYIECTBEHHBIX CYIIECTB BO BCEJIEHHOM, U BCE Xe s CBA3aHa
3TUMHU IIpaBUJIaMU, KaK U BCe OCTaJIbHbIE! TO YHU3UTENIBHO... - Jlegu CMepTh HaYMHAET OYThCH, a B
KOMHATe CTAaHOBHUTCS BCe TEMHee.

- Xaxaxaxa! - ToM HHE C TOTO HU C CET0 HaUYUHAET CMESIThCS.

- XO34HUH... [IepeCTalHb CMEATHCA HAI0 MHOHM... - Jlemu CMepr OYyeTCs ele CuibHee, U KOMHATa CHOBa
CTaHOBHUTCSA TEMHEE.

- Xe-xe, pocTy. [IpocTo g HE AyMas, 4To Tkl OyHelns TaKoi MUIoH, - ToM XUXUKHYJI, KOTHa ero CMex
YTHX.

- Munoit?! - Jlegu CMepTh BHTIATUT TNTyO0KO MOTPSICEHHOMU. - f He Munas! 4 - cMmepts! CMepTh He
MOXKET OBITH MUJIOMN!

- Hy, 0010Ch, YTO HA CaMOM [IeJie Thl MUas, - 3asIBUIl ToM COBEPIIIEHHO CEPhE3HO.

- XM, MOXKeT, MHe CTOUT BEPHYThCS K CBOEMY CKeJleTHOMY 00/1uKy? Torga HUKTO He OCMeJIUBaICs
Ha3bIBaTh MEHSI CUMIIaTUYHOMU... - Jlenu CMepTh 006oyMbIBasia CBOM BApUAHTHI.

- UTo KacaeTcs TOu OEBYIIKH, KOTOPYIO ThI XOY€EIlb BEI3BOJIUTE, KdK €€ 3OBYT? - CIIpOCHUnn TomM.

- Xenma OgUHCOOTTHD, - OTBETHIIA OHA.

- XM, ecnu s BEIBeTy ee, OyHeT U OHa CIyKUTh MHEe? [T0CKOIBKY ThI He MOXKEIIh ITPUHTH Ha
CMEePTHHIH IIJIaH, TBOM aBaTap MPUTOAUIICS OHI, - cripocut ToMm.

- [Ta, MHe TIpOCTO HYKHO OymeT CBI3aThCs C Hel I0CJie TOTo, KakK TH ee 0cBoGoauIlb. B HacTos1Iee
BpEeMsI Hallla CBsI3b 3a01okupoBaHa OnuHOM. ECiu THI IIJTaHUPYELIs BEIBECTH ee, ToXKamyicTa, Oyab
ocTopoxeH, Xo3suH. OHa Oblzla 04eHb HeyPaBHOBEIIIEeHHOM 13-3a MHOTOYHCIIEHHBEIX BOMH, Yyepe3
KOTOPHIE ee OTell 3aCTaBUII ee MPOUTH C CaMOT0 PAaHHET0 BO3pacTa. ITO B COYETAHUH C
HeCcTaOUIbHOM CeMeWHOM XKU3HbIO U IIPefaTeIbCTBOM OTIIa Chesiano Xely HelOBEPYHUBOM K IPYTHUM.
XoTs TH HUKOTTIa HE CMOXKeIllb YMEPETh, TTOKa g PSAA0M, Xella 3HaeT MHOTO CII0CO00B 3aMaHUTh KOTO-
TO B JIOBYIIIKY, TaK KaK cama Obljla B JIOBYIIKE...
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