— ITosToMy, s II€HI0 OTCYTCTBHE BaIllMX BU3UTOB, Bamie BenuuecTBo. BOT mouyemMy BBl OCTaBHIM MEHS
HaenuHe ¢ coboi, ma?

— THI DOBOJIBHO HOTaINBA.

— W 3T0 He egUHCTBEHHAs MPUYKWHA. BBl mamu MHe 3Ty BUJIIY, YTOOH 3QIUTHTh MEHS OT
0eCcCMBICIIEHHBIX pacIpeii, He TakK JIu?

[TpocTo# moM, KOTOPHIY efBa JIM MOXKHO OBIJI0 Ha3BaTh "KopoeBCKOM BUIIION", CIIPSITAHHBIN B
rnyOuHe neca. Ha mepBBId B3TJISAL 9TO Ka3aJIOCh IIOJIHOM IPOTUBOIIONO0XKHOCTHIO TENJIOMY IIPUEMY, HO
Ero BennuecTBO 3Ha, 4TO OeJaeT.

— Kpome MeHs, ocTasibHbIe YeTHIPe KaHAugaTKu B KoposeBh XKUBYT Ha 60jiee BUMHBIX MECTaxX. Y HUX
y Bcex 0ojiee KpacHBhHIE IOMa, YeM Y MEHs... HO €CJIM BhHI IIOLIIETe OOHY U3 HUX B JIeCc, YTOOBI S MOTJIa
3a0paTh cebe NIyYIIyIO BUJTY, 9Ta KAHOAUOATKA OBICTPO BOZHEHABUAUT MEHS.

3a 3aKpHITHIMU [IBEPSIMU YEThIpe KaHAUAATKYU BEJIX BOMHY, UTOOHI OMIPEeNIUuTh, KTO CTAHET
cnenytomer KoponeBou.

EnvHCTBEHHAs MPUYMHA, 110 KOTOPOM ceiyac OBIJI0O BCE OTHOCUTEILHO CIIOKOMHO, 3aKJTI04asiach B
ToM, 4To Koponb I'menpun HUKOTa He OTHOCHUJICS HU K KOMY U3 HUX C 0c000ii 06pOTOM - MK
rpy00CThIO.

Ecnu Koponb HapyIIMT 3TOT IpHUKa3 ¥ OTHACT MHE OOHY M3 BUJIJI KAHAUAATOK, BCE CTAHET IIJIOX0 U
st Ero BenuyecTBa, U 01 MEHS.

— Bot moyeMy $ BIOJIHE [OBOJIbHA CBOEM KU3HbBIO Ha BUJIIE B Jiecy, 6e3 KaKux-nubo BU3UTOB C
Ballleit CTOPOHHL. f OyOy CTOSITH PSIAOM C BaMH, Kak KoposeBa, Ha CITy4aldHBIX MEPOIIPUSATUSIX UITH
OUIIIOMaTUYeCKUX ITIeperoBopax... Ho IOMUMO 3TOro, s Obl IIPeAToYsia, YToOk MBI HepKaauCch Ha
paccrosiaun, Barme BenuuecTgo.

— ...3HAQ4UT, TH He Oy[enb Jo0MBaTLCSI MOe 6JTarOCKIIOHHOCTH, UIU MOEW JTI00BU, MIIN YET0-TO eIIe?

— Jla, coBepIeHHO BepHO. Har Opak - [ie1o MOJIUTHYEeCKOe M He UMeeT o[ cO00H HUKaKOM
POMaHTHYECKOW OCHOBHL. BCE, YTO MHE HYKHO OT Bac, Baiie Benu4ecTBo, - 9T0 300pOBHIE
OTHOIIIEHUS.

— 300pPOBEIE OTHOIIEHUS. ..

MHe 1moKa3ai10Ch, 4TO 4 YIIOBHUIJIa HaMEK Ha HecyacThe B ero rojoce. f cjblliaja 0 ero HEHaBUCTH K
KEeHIIMHaM; BOSMO2KHO, OH OBIIT PaCCTPOEH TEM, UTO TeIIePh XKEHIIWHA YCTaHaBJINBaAJIa OJIsI HETO
T'DAHUITHIL.



— ...Xopoto, 5 moHsi. 4 6yay mepKaThCs Ha PacCTOSTHUH. 1 TOXKeE X0y 3TOTO OT Halllero Opaka.

Kopons ['nmeHpupn KMBHYJ MHe.

IInst MeHs 9T0 OBITIO 0OneryenreM. Mou CJOBa, ITIOX0XKE, YGGJII/IJ'II/I ero.

— Bonemoe Bam cnacu6o, Bame BennuecTBo. Bo3M0KHO, HaM 1 He XBaTaeT OTHOINEHWH HOPMaJIbHOM
CYTIpy2KeCKOH Iaphl, HO Kak Baiia Koporesa, g xoTesna OBl OgepKaTh Bac BO BCEM.

— Ia, g 6yay TOoNMbKO paf. 1 BUmer... s mojiydas OTYETEL O TOM, KaK Tl IPOBOJUIIL CBOM JHU Ha
BUJIJIE, U 5 YBEPEH, UTO ThHI OyAelb moaxoasileir KoponeBoii Kak [Jis JIIOfeH, Tak U OJ1s1 3BePOJItofiei
5T0T0 KOpomeBcTRa.

— 4 ueHto 3tu cnoBa... OgHAKO MOTY 4 CIIPOCHUTE BaC KO€ O yem?

— O uém? 'oBOpPH, - OTBETHUII OH.

Y Koponst I'meHpuna BpeMeHaMu OB OCTPHIM SI3bIK, HO OH BCE €I1€ OB TOCTaTOYHO 00D, YTOOH
BBIC/IYLIUBATH JIOLEN.

— Cpenu MOMX CITyT Ha BUJITIE €CTh HECKOJIBKO 3BEPOITIOfeN. DTO BH UX BeIOpasnu, Baie BemuuecTBo?

— IIa, BepHO. f oTHan npuka3s mpuciaTh Tebe HECKOIBKO CIIYT 3BEPOJIOfel, HO HUKOT'0 KOHKPETHO He
BhIOpas. A 9To? YV Te0st eCTh KaKue-To XKao0bl?

— Hert, Huyero mogo6xoro. Kaxmslil u3 MOUX CIYT [eaeT BEJIMKOJIENHYI0 paboTy... Ho BEl
HaMepeBaJIUCh OLEHUTh MOIO PEAKIINIO HA 3BEPOJIIOEeN?

¢l BCTIOMHMITa CBOE TepBoOe IyTellecTBHe, KoTha Ho6upanach o 3TOr0 CaMOro 3aMKa.

MEI ocTaHaBNIMBAIUCH BO MHOTUX FOCTHHUIIAX 10 MYTH, U KaXK[IbIM pa3 MepCoHa, KOTOPBIH
IIPUBETCTBOBAJI HAC, IOJTHOCTHIO COCTOSIT U3 Nofei. Ho 3To He 03Ha4aso, 4To TaM He OBLI0
IIepCoHasia 3BEePOIIoIe.

4 momnaramna, 4TO 3TO OBI7Ia MX IOIBITKA OBITH BHUMATEIbHEIME KO MHE.

BonpmuHCTBO Mofiel Ha HallleM KOHTUHEHTE He 04eHb XOPpOIIIO OTHOCATCA K 3BEPOJIIOIAM. 3Hasg 3TO U
JKeJas u3bexaTb MOero HEeyHOOBOJIbCTBHU, {4 II0JIarajia, YTO OHKM HAMEPEHHO HE IIO3BOJIUIIN IIEPCOHATY
3Bepomo;:[e171 IIPUBETCTBOBATE MEHA B CBOUX I'OCTHHHIIAX.

XoTs Y MeHA He OBITTO HUKAKHUX OYPHBIX 9YBCTB K 3BEPOJIIOOAM, 4 IIOHMMaJla, TIO4YEeMY I'OCTUHHUIIBI



genanyu 3To. C TeM OIIBITOM, KOTOprfI Y ME€H4A ObBLJI, 51 ObIJIAa HEMHOT'O YOuBJIEHAQ, YBUOEB 3Bepomonel71,
pa6OTaIOU.II/IX CJIyIraMH Ha MOEU BUIITIE.

Bo3MoxkHO, B 3TOM He Ob1710 60s1ee TITyGOKOro CMbIciia, HO 0TBeT Ero BenudecTBa 3acTaBUII MeHS
IyMaTh, YTO 5 Ha MIPABUJIBHOM IIyTH.

— BrI mpukasanu, 4ToOB Cpegu MOUX CHIYT ObUIM 3BEPOJIIOOU. 3HAYHUT JIX 3TO, YTO BBl XOTEJIH
noHa0moaaTh, Kak g 6yny ¢ HuMu obpaiathesi? YTo Obl BB COeJIany, eciu Okl s Bella ce0st IJI0X0 B
OTHOIIIEHUHY 3BEPOITIONEn?

— 4 OBl yBU[IENI TBOIO UCTUHHYIO IPUPOIY U IMIOCTYIHUI C TOOOM TaK, KaK MOCYUTA HYKHBIM.

— ...JloHsTHO.

OH OBIn OBYCMEICJIEHHEIM, HO 3TO, KOHEYHO, 3By4aJI0O HE O4YEHEb IIPUATHO.

4 BooOpaswuia, 4TO MOTHOCTHIO OTPaHNY€eHa CBOEW BUJIJION U IeNCTBUTEIHFHO CTAHOBIIIOCH
"HoMuHanbHOU KoposneBou" pa3 u HaBcerfa.

4 gyBcTBOBasa cebs nmyuie, 3Hass HamepeHus: Ero BenuyecTBa, HO Temeps 5 3Hala, YTO MEHS TaKUM
o06pa3oM "mpoBepsIIOT".

— ...THI BHITTIAOUIIL HEBO3MYTHUMOM. THI HE CEPOUIILCS, Y3HAB, UTO ST IPOBepsii Tebs?

— Ha camowm fiene, 51 4yBCTBYIO 60JbilIoe 00ETYEHUE.

— ...ITouemy xke?

— IToTroMy 4TO Temeps 5 3HAI0, YTO y BaC €CTh KaKOU-TO KO MHe uHTepec. OCTaBUTh MEHS OJHY Ha
3TOW BUJIJIE - 3TO TO, YEro 5 TOXKe XOTeJa... HO laXkKe eCJId S BCero JUIb HoMUHanbHas Kopornesa,
ecyu Obl y Bac He ObLJI0 HUKAKOTO MHTEPECa B ONpefie/IeHUN MOEN TUYHOCTH, HY, S MOTJIa OB
IIPefCTaBIATh yrpo3y st KoponeBcTBa. Ho BBl BBITOHUIIK CBO# JOJT, 4TOOB y3HATH, UTO S 3a
yesioBeK. 4 paga CBIIATh, YTO BEl HE IIPOCTO XOTeH 3abbTh 000 MHE.

— ...Tr Tu00 OYeHb CTpaHHas, MO0 OYeHb YMHAs, Pa3 Pafyellbcs TAKOMY MCIETaHu0. CKaxXy MHe,
YTO MHE 0 Tebe myMaTh?

— Kt0 3HaeT? 4 ocTaBmsi0 3TO pelieHne BaM, Mo Koporb.

...CTpaHHas, ga?



4 xoTemna maTh 0TBET, 60jIee MOAXOMSINNIA I KOTO-TO B MOEM IIOJI0KEHHUH, HO C TeX 0P, KaK s
BOCCTAHOBHMJIA CBOM BOCIIOMUHAHWUS O IIPOLIION XKM3HH, ObIIM BpeMeHa, KOria s HellpegHaMepeHHO
OTKJIOHSIJIAaCh OT HOPM 3TOTO Mupa. MoxKeT ObITh, II09TOMY S ¥ Ka3ajaCh CTPAHHOM.

4 3akoHYHUIIAa CBOE 00BsICHEHUe, yIbIOHYIach KopoJio 1 pelnnia 3aKOHYUTh TO, Pafid Yero MpHIlia
clofia.

— Temeps, Korya BE 3HAETE, UTO 1 He COOMPAIOCh YHUXKATh 3BEPOJIIOfieH, 1 XoTena Obl CIPOCUTH Ballle
MHEHHe 0 HHUX, a TakXkKe o Jlegu Hartamnu.

XoTs ero mpedllecTBeHHUKY ITPUHUMAJIK 3BeposTiofe B KauecTBe Kopones, oHM OBITH JTIOOBMU. Y
Ero BenuuecTBa He OBbIJIO HY 3BEPUHBIX YIIEH, HA XBOCTa. Er0 BHEITHOCTH OBbIJIa TAaKOW Ke, KakK Y
m060ro OPyroro 4ejaoBeKa, 3a UCKIIIOUeHNEM ero 0C000i KPaCOTHL.

Kcrary, OBLII0O HECKOJIBKO IIPUYHYH, II0 KOTOPEIM KOpOJIb-‘-IeJ'IOBeK OBLI IIPU3HAHHBIM IIPDABUTEJIEM
KOpOJ'IeBCTBa, HACeJIEHHOI0 KaK JIIOObMHU, TaK U 3BEPOJIIOIbEMHU.
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