MeneHHO ¥ TPallM03HO0 U3 TPEIIMHBI B BO3OyXe Ha KPYrOM IIPU3bIBA BHIIIIO CYIIECTBO C OAarpoBou
yenryeil. Hu y Koro He OBIJIO COMHEHUH B TOM, YTO 3TO OBIJIO 3a CyuIecTBO. Kaxkmpii u3
IIPUCYTCTBYIOUINX 30eCh BCTpeydas aub0 pacckaswl, b0 omucanus, mubo n3o0paxkeHus,
n3o0paxkarollie OTPeBHUX BlacTUTenel Hebec. [IpakoHoB. Uy, B TaHHOM KOHKPETHOM CJIy4ae,
HctunHOro JIpakoHa.

Toppelii 3Beph OBINT He TaK BEJNIKK, KaK CKeJIeTHHIHM IpaKoH, KOTOPOro ACTEPHOC U ero IpyIina 0fgoJieNn
r1y00KO B IOA3EMENThEe HEKUTH, HO BCE Ke 3TO OBII 3aXBATHIBAIOIIKY AYX 9K3eMIUISIpP. 'opao cTos Ha
BCEX YETHIPeX JialaX, OH JOCTHUTAJl BEICOTHI ABYXITAXKHOTO IOMa, BKII0Yasi BHYIIHUTEIbHBIE KPBIJIbS,
CJI0XKEHHEBIE Ha CIIMHE.

Teno mpakoHa UMeJI0 HECKOJIbKO 00TekaeMyto hopmy. OH mefCTBUTENIBHO CTOST KAK MacCUBHOE
CYIIECTBO, HO BCE MOTJIM PA3/IMYUTh TOHU3UPOBAaHHEIE MBI HAa €T0 KOHEUHOCTSIX U BCe Gurype.
Bo3M03KHO, 3TO OBITT IEPBHIM HACTOSAIINIM IPaKOH, KOTOPOT0 OHU BUAEM CBOMMHU I'Ila3aMy, HO OHU
3HaJIY, YTO 3TH CyIIecTBa MOTyT OBITH TOPa3[0 MacCuBHee U 0ObeMHee.

[ITarHyB B 9Ty cdepy, oH 000THYyT ACTEpPHOCa U BCTAJl CIIMHOM K YeIoBeKy. [ITMHHBIHN U
CMEPTOHOCHEIN XBOCT JIeKaj Ha 3eMJyie PsigoM ¢ HuM. OCTphle LIUITE TEMHO-0arpoBOTo IIBETa
TIPOHU3BLIBAJIY [TOUTH BECh IO3BOHOYHUK APaKOHa.

OH HayaJ pa3BopayMBaThCS ¥ BCKOPE 0Ka3aJiCs JIMLIOM K JIUIY ¢ ACTeprOCOM, BO3BHIIIASICh HAL
MaJIeHbKMM IIPU3LIBATENIEM CBOEM MOIIbI0. ACTEPHOC CMOTPEJI, KaK IPaKOH OMyCKaeT CBOIO
OTPOMHYIO T'0JIOBY C UeNTIOCTSIMH, CTIOCOOHBIMU ITPOTTIOTUTE €T0 LIEeJIMKOM, ¥ HaflesifiCs, YTO y 3TOTO
TOPHOTo CYIIECTBA HET HUKAKUX NYPHBEIX HAMEPEHUM 110 OTHOLIEHUIO K HUM.

I pakoH BBIJOXHYJI TOPSYUYN BO3MYX, BEITYCTUB U3 HO3[pel CEPHUCTHIN 3alaxX, ¥ cTasl HabmogaTh 3a
AcrepuocomM BOmu3u. Ero cBupernsle riasa anoro I[BeTa HECKOIbKO pa3 MOPTHYJH, U3y4as CTOSIIEro
nepeq HUM 4esioBeKa. [IpOIIo HeCKOIBKO TUXUX MTHOBEHUY, HapyllaeMbIX TOJIBKO MOLIHEIM
OBIXaHUEM IpaKoHa.

Kak pa3s nepepn TeM, Kak ACTeprOC 3ar0BOPHUII IIEPBBIM, IIOAYJI TEMJIbIA BeTep, ¥ KPaCHBIA TyMaH



OKPY2KKJI MAaCCHBHOE TEJIO0 OPAKOHA, KJIy0sCh BOKPYT HET0, KAK HAaBI3YUBEIM KYIIOJI, KOTOPHIA
TIOCTEIIEHHO YMEHbINaJICs. ACTePHOC IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO ITOT TYMaH He TaK yXK JajieK OT TOTO, UYTO
OH BHU[IEJ B Tejie Mupuu 6eCYUCIIeHHOEe KOTUYECTBO Pa3.

U ero HaOnofgeHue MOATBEPOUIOCE: TIOCTIE PACCenBaHUs MarndecKoro AkiMa Iepeq ero ria3aMu
BO3HHUKIIA GUTypa XKEHIIHEI C IHIIHBIMY albiMU BojiocaMy. Ha Heil ObUIM YepHbIe KOXKaHbIe IITaHh,
KOPOTKas TeMHO-KpacHas py0Oallka, oOHaxkaBIlIas ee IMOATSIHYTHIM XKUBOT, U YepHas KokKaHas
KypTKa. Eciu OB He COBEPIIEHHO APAKOHbBY T'J1a3a, CJIerkKa 3a0CTPEHHbIE YIIK U BOOOIIEe CBUPEIEIE U
OCTpBIE YTJIBL €€ JIUIIA, OHa MorJjia Obl COMTH 3a 00y HOPMaJIbHYI0 MOJIOAYIO YEJI0BEUECKYIO
[EBYIIKY.

OHa yBepEHHO MMooIIIa K ACTEPHOCY U OCTAHOBUJIACH IIPSIMO Tepen HuM. Temepsb uxX pocT ObLT
COTOCTaBUM. Ee IPOH3UTENbHEIE aJlble T1a3a mpobekarch 10 BceMy Teny AcTa C TOJIOBH 0 HOT.

OH He cTaJl IpepHBaTh OCMOTP KEHIIUHH ¥ HaOMogas, Kak OHa HeCKOJIbKO pa3 000111a BOKPYT HETO,
MHTEHCUBHO CKAHUPYS B3TJIANOM ero QUrypy, loka CHOBa He OKa3ayach IIPSIMO Ieper HUM.

OHa npumiypuia ria3a, oYTyd 00BUHSIONIE TS Ha Hero. - YelloBeueCcKui MyXK4uHa, ga? [10BoIbHO
Monofou. He Tak fganeko OT mmepuoga co3peBaHusl. Y uBUTENIbHO. O4eHb YOUBUTENBHO. [IOCTOMHEBIN
9K3eMILISP.

T'oyoc keHIyHbLL OBLT OMHOBPEMEHHO HATIOJIHEH CHUJION U YBEPEHHOCTHIO, a TaKXkKe Hec B cebe
TIJIEHUTENTbHBIN ¥ YapYIOIMIUN TOH. ACTEPHOC YIBIOHYIICS, OTKPHIB POT, YTOOH! IIOTPUBETCTBOBATH €€,
HO €T0 CHOBA ITPEpBaJy.

- Heyxenu s omu6nack? 3mech HET HUKAKUX CIIEMOB...



- 4 yBepeHa, 4To BH He omuOnuck, Jlenu [Ipakon! He cTOUT CyAuTh 0 X03MHE TOIBKO II0 €T0
BHEIIIHOCTH! - BeCeJio KpruKHyjla Mupus, He B CAJIaX CKPBLITh PafOCTh U BOJIHEHUE B CBOEM T'0JIOCE.

KeHIrHa IIOBEPHYIJIA I'OJIOBY B CTOPOHY OCTAJIBHLEIX, X €€ B3TJIsA0 OCTAHOBUJICA Hd OEBYIIKE IIaHTEPE.

Ee rnasza BCIIBIXHYIIA CHUJIOH, ¥ B OTHO MTHOBEHHUE BCE TPHU OEBYUIKHU OIIYCTHUJIMCh Ha OOHO KOJIEHO,
KOr'la OrpOMHas1 CUJla IIPHOaBUJIa UX, HE JaBad OazKe IIOOHSATE I'OJIOBEI.

- Kak cMeeT Hu3IIee CyIeCTBO TOBOPUTH CO MHOM 6e3 pa3peleHus, - C IBHEIM IIPe3PEeHHUEM B TOJI0CEe
yCMEeXHYach OHa.

- 4 OBl OUeHb ITPOCUJT BaC MIPEKPATUTh IaBUTh Ha MOUX CIIYTHHII, - HAKOHEIl 3aT0BOPHJI ACTeproc
XOJIOMHBIM ¥ CJIETKA YI'POKAIOUIUM TOHOM.

}KGHH_II/IHB IMOBEPHYIIACh K HEMY JINIIOM, U UX BI3TIAObI BCTPETUIIUCE.

-YT0?

Cnabas OPOXKb IIPOIIJIa II0 €€ TeJly, KOI'ld OHA YBUOE€Jla MHTEHCUBHOE CUAHNE, HUCXOOUBIIEE OT €T0
MAJIMHOBLIX PAAY2KEK U CBUPEIIBEIX YEPHBIX BEPTUKAJIBHBIX 3PDAYKOB. HGHPOI/ISBOJ'IBHO OHa ocyabuia
JaBJIeHN e Ha OCTaJIbHBIX.

- Kak? - cipocusa oHa C IIOKUPOBAHHEIM BEIpaXKEeHUEM JIUIA.



He poxupasich 0TBeTa, ee ria3a CHOBa BCObIXHYIU. OgHAKO ACTEpUOC He II0YyBCTBOBa AaBieHus. U
OH OBITT YBEPEH, UTO XKEeHIIIKHA U He MbITajlach 3TOro caenaTb. OHa CHOBa BHUMATEJIbHO OCMOTpeIia
€ero JINIIO, SIBHO KUCIIOIL3Ys APYrou Bup 3peHusi. Ecnu ero goragka He Oblia OMKUOO0OYHOM, 3TO OBIIO
YTO-TO II0X0XKEe Ha TO, YEeT0 OH MOT JOCTHYb, HAIIOJIHUB CBOM OPAKOHBY T'jla3a 00KUTaloIIe ropsuen
MaHOMH.

MrHoBeHUe CIIYCTA €€ 3pa4KHu CY3MJIMCh OO0 TOHKHX UIJI, a I''la3a PaCIIuPUIINCE 0 IIpeaeia, Korga
B3rJId0 2KEHIMUHEBI YIIEPCA B OIIPENEeJIEHHYI0O TOYKY Ha I'Pyou Acra.

- [IpakoHbe... cepate? - mpodopMoTasa oHa 1po ce0s B HEJOYMEHUH.

B MrHoBeHMe OKa BhIpaXkKeHUE ee JIHIla CTallo AUKKUM, a B BO3[yXe pa3fasiock Hu3Koe prryanue. OHa
ycTaBUJlach Ha ACTepuoca, ¥ 4acTh IPKO-KPAaCHOM ayphl BHITEKIIA U3 ee Tejla, Kak Cclalblil TyMaH.

- I'me TBI 9TO B3s/1? - IpOpHIYalia OHA Ha HETO.

AcTtepuoc OBICTPO TIOHSJ, O YeM OHa TOBOPHUT, U O0TBeTH. - OHO Bceraa OBLIO TaM.

- Yymrs! - prldaHre XKEHIIWHEBL CTajo rpomye. - Koro u3 Moux 6paTheB U cecTep Thl YOUII BO BpEMS
CBOUX MEP3KHUX PUTYAJIOB, YEJIOBEK?!

Ona cgenarna mar BIIepen, 1 9aCTh €€ YePHOT'0 KO2KaHOI'0 PYKaBa uC4Ye3jia. B3max pYKOﬁ, uee
IIpenriaedbe IMMOKPRIJIOCh KpaCHOI;I qemyeﬁ, d Ha PYKe IMOABUIINCE OCTPEIE YEePHBIE HOI'TH, IIOYTHU
IIOXO02KHKe Ha KOI'TH.



He yCIiejla OHa OBUHYTLECA OaJibIlle, KakK CBUCTSIINHT CHapsAn 3aCTaBUII €€ OCTAHOBUTHCA U OTKUHYTH
TOJIOBY Ha3a[, 4TOOBI 130€XKaTh HYXOBHOfI HUTJIBL. ,HGCHTKI/I TOJICTBIX TEHEBBIX YCHUKOB BEIPDBAJIMCh U3
3eMJId ¥ 0OBHUIIH BCE ee KOHEYHOCTH, yBJIEKad UX BHUS. Ho xenmuHa COIIPOTUBIIAJIACK.

Osna pa3opBaJsia IyTH Ha IIpaBOU PyKe U IoiMasia HOT'y NATUXBOCTOM CeJleHbl, IeTALIYI0 IPSAMO e B
roJIOBY, 0OTOPOCUB HalafaBIIyio B APYTYI0 CTOPOHY, CIIOBHO JIeAu-/IKca Obljia BCEro JIUIIh MOKPOU
TpsnKou. Kak pa3 B 9TOT MOMEHT NPAMO Ilepef Hell MOSBUIach 0YeHb paccepkeHHass Mupus,
IpaKOHWXa U3Maja elle OOWH CBUPEIIHIN U I'POMOIION00HbIM peB, 0OCTAaHOBUB [EBYIIKY ITAHTEPY U BCEX
OCTaJIbHBEIX Ha CBOEM ITyTH.

Brnaropmaps cBoel akTUBMPOBAHHOM PONOBOM NTMHKAU MUpUS yCIlesa BOBPEMS CpearupoBaTh I10CTIe
OTJTyLINTEJIbHOT0 KPUKa U YKJIOHUTHLCSA OT CMEPTOHOCHOTO yhapa XKeHIIKHH. K coxkaneHuo,
IpaKOHWXa ABUTanach OLICTpee, YeM ee TJ1a3a MOTJIU YCIIeUTh, U ee OCTPhe KOTTH IITy00KO
BOH3UJIUCEH B 60K Mupuu, 0TYEro oHa OTJIeTesla Ha3ap ¥ yIaja Ha 3eMIIO.

MrHoBeHHO OTTOJIKHYB ITaHTEPKY, PhIXKEBOJIOCAs XKEHIWHA Cliellaia ObICTPHIN, TTTy00KUYM BHOX, ee
T'PyOb 3aMeTHO B3[bIMaach, ¥ BEIOXHYJIA SPKO-KPACHBIM OrOHb IIPSIMO Ha AcTepuoca. pocTHoe
MHGEPHO YCTPEMIIOCH K HeMY, Pa3pyLIUB Bce HACIleX I0CTaBlIeHHEIe Oapbephl, KOTOPHIE yCIlenna
noctaBuTh CesleHa, ¥ B MTHOBEHUE OKa paccesB T€Hb YMODHI, KOTODPLIH NBITAJCS COeIaTh TO XKe
camoe. CBUpEIHI TIOTOK STPKO-aJIoro MjIlaMeHu MOTJIOTHII BCIo GUTypPy ACTeproca, a TPOMKHUH Ty
STPOCTHOTO OTHEHHOT'0 KOHYCa HAIOJIHUJ BO3AYX.

- Xo3suH! - pa3mancs c6oky 601e3HeHHBIM KpUK Mupuu, Korga CHUIbBHS IIOMOTTIa eH IOTHSThHCS.

XKeHIIMHa OCTaHOBUJIa CBOE OTHEHHOE [bIXaHUe, U Ij1aMs IIOCTENEeHHO Paccesaoch, OTKPhIBas B30py
JINHUIO TIOTHOCTBIO BEIZKXKEHHOM YEPHOM 3€MIIH, ... COBEPIIEHHO HEBPEOMMOT0 ACTEPHOCA,
CTOSIIIEr0 TaM Xe, T1e OH U ORI paHee.



Ha ero nuiie ObLI0 X0IOOHOE U 37100HOE BEIpAXKEHUE, a OT BCET'0 ero Tejla UCXOAuIIa JOCTATOYHO
MOIIIHAST ¥ CUJIbHASI TEMHO-KPaCHas aypa, YTOOBl 3aCTaBUTh BO3AYX BOKPYT Hero Meprath. OH SIBHO
OBLI HEeJOBOJIEH.

- HukTo He cMeeT IOJHMMAThL PYKY Ha MOUX TOBapHILEeH, - CKa3asl OH YOUMCTBEHHBIM TOHOM U Cellasl
IIar BIlepeq.

2KeHmHa HECKOIBKO pa3 MOPTHYyJa B IITy00KOM 3aMellaTeIbCTBe M PACTEPSIHHOCTH, @ 3aTEM C
YCMEIKOM ITOCMOTpeia Ha Hero. Ee BTopas pyka Toxe TpaHC(HOpPMUPOBAsach, ¥ 3a €e CIIMHOU
MaTepuasu30BaCd YellyndaThlid XBOCT.

- Tonbko nomnpo6yi, yenosek! [IpakoHbl 6eccmepTHEI! {1 pa3opBy Te0s U BcexX, KOTO TH 3HAEIb, Ha...

- Ha xoneuun!

Hemricnumoe OYXOBHO€ MaBJIEHHE BHE3aAIlIHO OIIYCTHUJIOCh HAa BCE€ BOKPYT, KOIr'oa MOIITHEIH, pOKO‘-IYHJ;I/II;I
royoc Acta 3xoM Ppa3HeCCd II0 JOoJIrMHE, IIOraCUB BCE KPACHEIE SA3BIKH IINTaMEHH, OCTABIINECSA IT'OPETh
Ha HO)KYXJ'IOIZ TpaBe. On IIpepBall KEHIIMHY ¥ B MITHOBEHNE OKa IIOCTAaBUJI €€ Ha OOHO KOJIEHO, BIaBUB
B 3eMIJII0, CJIOBHO MaCCHBHaAs I'OPpa BeCOM B THICAYU TOHH B MTHOBEHHE OKa yIIalla el Ha CIINHY.

- Yto0?! - 3aKkpryana OHa B IOJTHOM IIIOKE.

EnBa, eqBa oHa cMorJia IMOJHSTDH OJIOBY, UTOOH IIOCMOTPETh Ha IPUOIUXKAIOLIETOCS CBEPXY
Actepuoca. OHa B3APOTHYJIA, BCTPETUBIIUCH C €TI0 0€3KaI0CTHRIM B3TJIIAOM. ['71a3a MyKYUHEI I10-
IPEeXKHEeMY CBETHJIMCH SIPOCTHBIM MAJIMHOBBIM I[BETOM, HO JIPYTOM OTTEHOK TEeMHO-KPACHOTO CBEpPKAJl
Y IIJIICaJl 3@ ero 37100HBIMU BePTUKAIbHBIMY 3paYKaMHU, CJIOBHO SIPOCTHBIE SI3BIKM IIJIAMEHH.



- BeccMepTHEIY - He 3HAYUT HENOOEIUMEIH, - 106aBU OH BCe TEM XKe I'TyOOKUM, BTACTHBIM TOHOM.

[To Mepe TOTO Kak OH IOAXOmuI 6IHMXKe, ero Teja0 Hadyajlo MeHsThCs. CBUpembii 0arpoBhIi IBET €T0
pamyKHOM 0007I0YKK PaCIIMPHUIICS ¥ BCKOPE IIOKPHI BCIO TOBEPXHOCTD CKJIEPHI, IPEBPATUB I'JIa3HUIIBI
B ITOJTHOCTBIO IPAKOHbBY T'Jla3a HEUCTOBOTO OArPOBOTO IIBETA.

durypa XKeHIIUHH Hadajda MEHSIThLCS, €e CHOBA OKYTaJsl SIPKO-KpPaCHBINA TyMaH. Yepe3 MTHOBEHUE OHA
cHOBa obpeia ¢popmy McturHOTO [IpakoHa, ©30 BCEX CHUJI IBITASICh IPOTUBOCTOSITh HEBEIHOCHMOMY
MaBJIEHUIO, KOTOPOE BCe ellle IPUKKUMAJIO0 ee ropa3mo 6oee KPymHoe Teso K 3eMye. [Toxoxe, 4To ¢
TIOMOIITbIO CBOEH [paKOHbel (GOpMbI OHA CMOTJIa OTOUTHCS U MPOMOJIKaia TOHEMHOT'Y TOTHUMAThCS
Ha HOTH.

- 4 coXTy BCe 3TO IIapCTBO! - MpophIYaia OHa MOTY4YUM APAKOHbBUM T'OJIOCOM.

AcTepuoc IeTKHYT IaibllaMy, ¥ THETYIIIee AaBIeHNe BO3POCTIO Ha IIeJIbli TOPSI0K, BieyaTaB
MaCCHBHOE TEJI0 JPAaKOHA B 3€MJTI0 C TPOMKHM CTYKOM, 3@ KOTOPHIM IIOCJIEN0Basia CUTbHAS APOXKb.

Ha 3emite BOKPYT OOJIMHEL, B KOTOPOH OHU HAaXOMWIIUCH, HAYalld IOSBIISITHCS TPEIIUHE, He BEIIepXKaB
HeBOOOPa3MMO¥ CuiTHL. [IeBYIIKY efiBa mepXKaluch B CO3HAHUH, Haxke Korga CeneHa u YMOGpa u30
BCEX CHJI 3aIlMINaNy uX. [lyxoBHAs aypa IBITalach PACIIIIONIMTh X BMECTE CO BCEM OCTAIbHBIM B
HEIOCPEACTBEHHOM O/TM30CTH, BOABIUBAS B TPABY.

Ha mee AcTa, Ha CKyJlaX ¥ BOKPYT Tjla3 IMOSBUIUCH TeMHO-0AarpoBhle Yellyiku. Ero mpaBelii pyKaB
meMaTepHaln30BajICsI B KPaCHOM IIJTaMeHH, a KOPUYHEBHIN OpaciieT ucues co c1aboi BCIBIIIKOM,
TI0TIaB B KOJIBLIO ITPOCTPAHCTBEHHOT0 XpaHeHusa. Ero pyKa u npefnieybe Toxke OBICTPO MOKPHUIUCH
TEeMHO-0arpoBOY Yellyel [0 JIOKTS, KaK U Y JKEeHIIUHEI, HO 3aMeTHO 00jiee CBUPEIION U MOTY4eu.



OHa mpofoJKaja phldaTh, MbITAsCh COMPOTUBIIATLCS aBieHui0. Tereph ee TojIoBa jexkaja Ha 3eMiie
He TakK Jlajlieko 0T AcTeproca, HallpaBJIeHHas IPSIMO Ha ero npubnuxaroiyiocs urypy. MenneHHo,
HO BEPHO, LIIaT 3a IIaroM, OHa MOJHSIACh Ha YETHIpe IaTKue namnbl. C 60JIBIIMM YCUITHEM OHA
PACKphIsia CBOYM CBUPEIIHIE YeITIOCTH, OINYIIast MasIIui XKap, COITPOBOKOAEMBIN TUXUM YPUYAHUEM B
JKHUBOTe.

Ho TyT 13 cnuHbl ACTa BEIPBAJIUCh YETHIPE OTHEHHBIX CTPYH, IPUHSBIINE GOPMY KOT'Tel U3 YUCTOTO
6arpoBoro OrHs, ¥ YCTPEMUINCH K Hel. ['opslas pyka cxBaTuja KaXkIylo U3 KOHEYHOCTEe! CaMKH
IpakoHa ¥ IOBaJiijia ee Ha 3eMJII0. Bcs cula Hayasa MefjieHHO oKuaaTth ee. OHa U30 BCEX CUJI
[IBUTAJIa TOJIOBOY U TJla3aMu, B HEIOYMEHUHU TSI Ha IIBUTAIOIIKE TyTH 1 AcTeproca.

3aTeM IIPUIIIO0 OCO3HAHUE. Ee AOPaKOHBH I'Jla3a PACIIUPUIINCE 00 IIPpefeiia, KOrga OHa 3aMeTuJIa
U3MeHeHud B Tene AcTa u OYXOBHYIO aypPy, KOTOPYIO U3JIydaJId €TI0 I'OPpAIIne KOHEYHOCTH. HpOCTB
Ha4aJla CMEHSATBCA PAaCTEPAHHOCTBIO, HEBEPHEM M, HAKOHEI], CTPAXOM.

[TpoTuB COOCTBEHHOM BOJIM €€ TeJI0 Ha4yaio MEeHSThCS, ¥ BCKOPe OHa CHOBA ITPEBPATUIACh B
YyeJI0BEeKONono0HYI0 XKeHITHY. Bee ellle yoepkuBaeMasi YeTHIPbMST KOTTSIMU 0arpoOBOTO OTHS,
KOTOPHBIE CTa/IM MeHbIIIe, YTOOB COOTBETCTBOBATL €6 HOBOMY pa3Mepy, OHa MOAHSIACh C 3eMITU U
nojieTesia K ACTeprocy, KOTfia OH IloMaxaJl e MajibIeM.

B utore oHa moBucsa B BO3AyXe JIUIOM K JIUIY C HUM, €€ HOTY U PYKH CJIerKa PaCKUHYJIUCH B
cTOpoHHL. Ee KoXKa Hayana MeAJIeHHO TePSATh CBOM IIBET.

- He MmoxeT OLITE... - OHA 3aUKajiach, Kayas rojIoBoH. - Kak TE kuB? Tl He MOXKells OITh KUB! 4
BUMeENA, Kak Th ymep! YepHsbri yous Tebs!

CoBepieHHO He obpaljass BHUMaHUS Ha CJI0Ba PaCCTPOEHHOM XKEeHIIKUHb, ApaKOHNYecKas pyka Acta
IIepEMECTHIIACh K €€ TeJly, U eT0 Iajbllbl OCTAHOBUIUCH IIOJ IPYIUHOM, JTalOHb IIJIOCKO BHITSIHYJIACh



BHYTPEHHEU CTOPOHOU BBEPX.

Omexpa XeHIIUHBl 3aBUXPUIIACh SPKO-KPACHBIM IIJIaMEHEM U IOCITYLTHO Pa301iack, 00pa3oBaB OHIPY
B IyXOBHOM MaTepuu. OCTpHe YepHble KOTTH ACTa BIIUJIUCH B €€ TJIafIKy10, HO IPOYHYIO0 KOXKY.

- Hert... HeT, HeT, HeT, HET...

OHa 3aTpsiciia TOJI0BOM elle CUTbHee, OTYASHHO MBITAsICh OCBOOOIUTHCS OT OTHEHHBIX OKOB, KOTOPHIE
pas3Besu ee KOHEYHOCTH B CTOPOHHI M YOEPKUBaJK B Bo3myxe. Ho oHa He Moriia coOpaThCs C CUTaMy,
maxke Ha caMyio ManocTh. Ee cuinbl He oTBevyanu. OHa Obljla 3aliepTa B CBOEM I'YMaHOUTHOM dopMe.

- [Toxanyiicta, HeT! [Ipoctu Mens! He gemait aToro, s mpory Tebst! 4 coemnato Bce, YTO yrogHO!
Knanycs, g He 3Hana! { He 3Hana, KTo 3TOT Manbuuk! [lomanuTe MeHs, moxanyiucra! {1 crany
ciyroi aToro pebenka! PaOuineit! [lmoxoi! Pa3BpaTHoii cykoit! Kem yroguo! IToxanyiicta, 5-
HrXxaaaaaa!

OpHuM OBICTPHIM JBUXKEHHEM JIaJoHb ACTa IMOTPY3HUIach B TEJIO KEHIIUHEI, IIPOH3as ee MPOYHYI0
KOXKY U IIJIOTh, CJTOBHO 3TO ObUI ycTSK. OHa KOpYuiIach OT 60K, TOKa ero pyKa CKOJIb3uJia BCe
riny6xe u rmyoxe. OHa B3OPOTHYJIA, KOTMa OH HAKOHEeIl OCTaHOBUIICS, TIOYYBCTBOBAB, KaK ITAJIBIII
MYKYUHBI 00XBATHUIIM YTO-TO YYBCTBUTEIILHOE.

- [aaaaaaaaaaaa!

OHa cHOBa 3aKpuy4aja, Korma Acrepuoc oTOepHya pyKy. OH mepzKa CBOIO OKPOBABIIEHHYIO JTAJOHb
TaK ke, BHYyTPEHHE! CTOPOHOU BBEPX. Teleps B €ro PyKe Jexkas uaeaabHO KPYTIIblA I1ap SPK0-aioro
IIBETA Pa3MepoM C KyJiak. BHyTpU upeanbHOT0 KpUCTasa Kiyouscs 671eCTAIIUN IbIM CX0XKUX
OTTEHKOB.



XKeHIIMHA B3rJISHYy/NIa Ha cepy, U ee r1a3a IOYTHU Cpaly XKe nepeMecTunuch Ha Acta. Ee nuio
MCKA3UJIOCh B YPOXJIMBOM, OTUASSHHOM, HaTIHYTOM ybiOKe. OHa IIpofoJiKaja JIeTOHBKO TOKaYHUBaTh
TOJIOBOM, YMOJISIOIIE TISIAs Ha HETO.

- Hert... He penat aroro... [Ipoctu MeHs... 1 HUKOMy He CcKaxy... f mpoimy Tebs, Pe...

IpakoHHYecKas pyKa AcTa pa3faBuia cpepy, pa3OuB ee Ha IBUIh U KpacHble YacTULbl. OHa
3amepriia. I3 Hero BEIPBa/IOCh SIPKO-ajioe IJIaMs U 3alljisicajio BHYTPH ero Kyjaka, IpocayuBasiCh
CKBO3b CLIEIJIEHHbIE TTaIbIlb.

- 'bsraaaaxxxxxx!

OTroHb TOT'0 XK€ I[BeTa OXBATHJI TEJIO XKEHIIWHEI, ¥ OHa IPEeBPaTHIaCh B TEMHO-KPACHEIH IIemell,
KOTOPHIM JIEHWBO B3MBII B HE0O, KOTMla ee KPUK yrac BMecTe C ee COOCTBEHHEIM CYyIlecTBOM. Bckope
Ha JOJINHY OINyCTUJIACh TUILKHA.

OrHeHHBIE KOT'TH BTSIHYJIHUCh, OCTaBasCh 3a CIMHOM AcTa. OH 006paTul CBOX BCe elrle MOTHOCThIO
KpPacHHIE TJIa3a Ha AEeBYIIEK, KPEMKO MPUKATHX K 3eMJie, C TPellalliMy YePHO-CHHUMHU OaphepaMu
IYXOBHOM 9HEPTrUH HAJ HUMHU. B TOT XKe MUT THETYIIas CUja HcYe3a.

CunbBus BCTpeTua ero B3risa. OH Ovut mpyruM. COBEpIIEHHO He ITOX0XKUM Ha TOT, KOTOPHIM OHA
UCITBITaJIa BO BpeMs Ayainu. Cuma u JaBjieHue OBITH [TOX0XKYM, HEBEPOSITHO CUJIBHBI, HO BRI3BIBAIH
COBEPIIEHHO APYTHE OLIyINEeHMNA.

AcTepuoc BepHYJ CBOe BHUMaHUe K IPKO-aJIoMy IIJlaMeHH, TaHIyIOIleMy BHYTPH €ro KyjlakKa, ’



3aKpHUI r71a3a. OTOHBb YCUIIUIICS U PACIIPOCTPAHMUIICS 110 €T0 PYKE, a BOJIHEL IYXOBHOU aypPHI
BBIPBA/IMCh B OKPYZKAIoIee TPOCTPAHCTBO.

Korga oHu mpekpaTtuiuch, ACTepuoc cuean IyO0oKui BOOX, ¥ BCe U3MEHEHHUS BEePHYIIHCE.
[ImaMeHHBIE KOHEYHOCTU MCYE3JIM, YEIllys CIUJIach C €ero KOXeu, a CBETAIIUNCS KPaCHbIM OTTEHOK
CKPBIJ ero I'J1a3a, BEPHYB UX B €CTECTBEHHOE COCTOSHUE, C 0arpoBOM paflyKKOW U CBUPEIbIMU
BEPTUKAIbHEIMU 3payKaMH.

OH coenan gpoXKaIuii Iar Ha3al, U BCe ero TeJo T0Ka4YHyI0Ck. [Ipexkie 4eM OH yIal Ha 3eMIII0,
Cenena Opocunack K HeMy ¥ IoaxBaTuna Actepruoca Ha pyku. OCTanbHBIE IEeBYIIKU OBLICTPO
nocenoBaiu 3a Hed, a CubBUS IOMoOrajia paHeHou Mupuu.

- Hrxx... Mog romnosa... - IMPOCTOHAII ACTepI/IOC, IIPpOTHPaAs I'Jla3d, KOrga CerneHa ImoJI0OXKuIIa ero K cebe
Ha KOJIEHH.

- II-m-m1. CIOKOMHO ¥ MeJIeHHO, MUJIOP, - OHa MTpoBefia MMajbllaMu 10 ero 6eJIbIM BOJIOCaM.

- Mupus... Kak Mupus? - cupocus oH ¢ 6eCIIoKOHCTBOM.

- 4 B mopsimke, Xo3suH! ITpocTo HECKONMBKO Goee riy0oKHX TOPe30B... 4 MOTYy MOJ0KOAaTh, ITOKA Th
IIOIIPABUIILCS... - OTBETHJIA OHA, 3a2KUMasi KPOBOTOYAIIHH OOK.

He oTkpsiBas rna3, ACTeproC BHOBb BbI3Basl 3aK/IMHATENISA, CYHYTI PYKY B ONUH U3 IIOOCYMKOB U
BCTaBUJI B OpyKHe 3eJIeHbll KeToH. HanpaBuB ero B CTOPOHY Mupuu, I0O4yBCTBOBaB €€ Uepe3 ux
CB3b, OH aKTUBUPOBAJ 3aK/JIMHaHNE, ¥ KPOIIeYHble YaCTUIIHI CBETA, IIOX0KKE Ha MUKCHU, TTOIJILITN K
Hell, TOrpykasch B PaHHL.



Bomb crana 6bIcTpo yTuxaTh, 1 Mupus ynsibHynace. - Cnacubo. He mepeycepacTByiite, X035I1H.

OH ¥3pas HaTAHYTHIYM CMEIIOK. - [lyMalo, yKe CIIUIIKOM IIO3JHO AJIS 9TOT0. YXXXXX... MOU MO3T,
IyXOBHBIE LIENM ¥ UCTOYHUKY IIPOCTO afCKU OOJIAT. ..

- He rosopu. IIpocTto oTawixaii. Mel Bce B mopsgke, Mumnopq.

Os xuBHYI ¥ 103BoIHUA CeleHe HAlOUTh €r0 OOQHUM M3 BOCCTaHaBIUBaIOIMX 3enui. OHa OTOrHana
BCe MBICTIM 00 030PCTBE U II03BOJINIAa EMY BHIIIUTH 3e/ibe U3 (QIIATH, OANePKUBas TOI0BY U
nom0opomok Acta. [IeByiky 1 YMOpa CHOeNHd BOKPYT HUX B TUIINHE, 0OOYMbIBas B yMe BCE, UTO
IIPOU3OIIIO.

Yepes gBaAnaTh MUHYT ACTEPUOC TSAXKEJI0 B3OOXHYIL.

- Temeph Bce B nopsake. [IoMoru MHE MOTHSTHCS.

CerneHa coryiacunach 4, ycaguB ACTepuoca, IIPUCIOHUTIA ero K cebe. OH OTKPHIT I'J1a3a U OTJIsigen
BCEX, U3[IaB ellle ONUH B3[I0X, Ha 3TOT pa3 006JIeryeHus, Mocjie TOro Kak yoeguscs, 4To HUKTO,
II0X0Xe, CEPhe3HO He IoCcTpajal.

- MHe Xxka’b..., - Ha4aJ OH.



- [Touemy? - Mupust HaxmMypuia 6poBu. - Tkl He MOT 3HATh.

OH nokayvasn rojioBoi. - 4 mogBepr Bac Bcex onacHocTu. Cepre3Hon. OcobenHo Cunbpuio. [Ipsmo B
IIePBLIY [IEeHb.

CunbBus X0TeJa YTO-TO CKa3aTh, HO Mupus nepebuma ee.

- Tl He MoT 3HaTh! - MOBTOPHUIA OHA. - [IpocTo He Moryo ObITE! TO ecTh, MBI BPOZie KaK OXKUANIUA Yero-
TO CBSI3aHHOTO C JpaKOHaMM, HO MBI He MOTJIM 3HaTh, UTO OHa OyneT Tak BpaxpueOHa!

- 4 cornacua ¢ Mupueit, Munopg. Kak Bel yKe cKa3ajiu, BEI30B - 3TO Bcerfa puck. M Mul Bce Obln
TOTOBBEL IOMTH Ha HEro. OTO MEI JOJIKHEI U3BUHATLCS. MBI IOYTH HE CMOTJIM 3alllUTUTh BacC.

OHa ygpy4ueHHO B3[[0OXHYJIa U ITOKa4yasa IojioBoi, 0OOHUMas ero c3afi.

- HeT. MbI HE CMOTJ/IH 3AIIUTUTD Te6st. MBI He CITPaBUIIKCh B TOT MOMEHT, KOTla OTOHb IOCTHUT TeOsI.
ME&I He CIIpaBUITUCh B TOT MOMEHT, KOTTa II03BOJIMIIA e¥ HamacTh Ha Te6s. Ha cekyHy s momyMara,
YTO MBI TOTEPSIIU TEOS. ..

AcTepuroc MoYyBCTBOBAJ ee BUHY U medasb. OH B35/ pyKu CeleHH B CBOM ¥ HEXKHO ITPOBEJI 110 ee
kKoxke. OH OTKMHYJI TOJIOBY Ha3af U MSTKO IIPUKAJICS LIEKOH K ee IIeKe.



- MHe... XaJb...

HeoxwupnanHoe n3BrHeHne CUIbBAY 3aCTaBUJIO €T0 COeIaTh KOPOTKYIO Iay3y, yTemas CeeHy, U Bce
IIOCMOTPeX Ha npuHileccy. OHa cunena Ha KOJIEHSIX CO CTHIJIMBO ONYyIIeHHOM ronoBoi. Ee spkue
TOIA30BbIE I'1a3a YCTABUINCH B 3€MJTI0, a I'yOBI CXKaJTUCh B POBHYIO MUHUIO. Ee pyku, cxkaThe B
KyJIaKHu, JIezKanu Ha 6egpax U cierka gpoxKali.

- §1 HUYero He MOTJIA CHEJIaTh... d He MOTJIa BEI3BATh CBOU OTOHb... I He MOTJIa 3aCTaBUTh ET0
TIPOSIBUTHCS... 9 HE MOTJIa CTYCTUTh HUYET0 U3 9TOTO... Sl MOTJIa TOJIBKO CMOTPETh... MHE TaK XKaib...

AcTepuoc NpuaBUHYIICS ONUXKe K Hell ¥ HeXKHO MTOJIOXKUT PYKY Ha BOj0Ch CHUJIBBUMU.

- He Bunwm ce0st. OHa OblJTa HAMHOTO BEILIE JTI000T0 U3 Hac. Hu y Koro He OBIIO IIIaHCOB ITPOTHUB HEe.
BaxHo nuuib TO, YTO MEL BCe B ITOpSAKe. f 3Har0, YTO TH IToMorja Mupuu. Te He nIoTepsiia rojioBy,
KOTZla TBOM CUJIHI OBIIM OrpaHUYeHEl, CKOpee Bcero, ee aypou. Cracub6o.

OHa nopHsIa B3TJIAM Ha ero JIWIO ¥ YBUfela Telyo yneoKy Acta. OHa TUXO B3[OXHYIIA, II03BOIAS
HaMpsKEHUI0 MOKUHYTh ee Teno. OHa BCe ellle YyBCTBOBaJIa ce0sl y2KaCHO, HO KUBHYJIA, ITBITAsICh
1300pa3uTh MATKYIO YIIEIOKY Ha CBOMX HAIPSIXKEHHHIX rydax.

- Ho y Te06st 6511 manc, Xo3siuH. Tel cMOT YOUTH ee, - Mupust HaKJIOHUIIA TOJIOBY ¥ IIPUABUHYJIAChH
6muke, 4TOOBI OOHATH OPYTYIO PYKYy AcTa.

- Het. 310 He g yOUI Ty XKeHIIUHY.



Bce ycTaBUNIKCh Ha HETO B 3aMelIaTeIbCTBe. ['Ta3a CunbBuM Havyanu OeclieTbHO OBUTATHCS, ITI0KA OHA
BCIIOMHMHAJIa BCe, UTO IIPOU30II0. MrHOBEHKE CIYCTs OHA 0OHapyXKuia, YTo ACTEPHUOC CMOTPHUT Ha
Hee.

- Tl 3aMeTuIa’?

Ona KWBHYIIA. - [Tocme TOrO0, KaK THI BHIIMIEN U3 TOTO ObIXaHHUA... TBOS daypa OblsTa HEMHOTO npyroﬁ. Chyi
IIBIJIAOITE KOHEYHOCTH... 3TOT OT'OHb... OH He Ka3aJcs... TROUM... OH OBLI IMOX02KHUM, HO OPYTHUM...

- UTo 3TO 3HAUUT? - cripocusia Mupwus. - Eciiu He X0351UH, TO KTO yOuI ee?

AcTepuoc MofHeC PyKy K ee yllaM U HEeXKHO IIOTJIaful UX.

- TaM, B 3aMKe, BO BpeMS Iy3JIH, S MOT'Y C YBEPEHHOCTHIO CKa3aTh, YTO TOT, KTO OTKJIOHUJI
3aknuHaHue CUIIbBUHU, BCe ele OBl MHOM. BeoMbIl mansiei ropsiuell sHepruel, MUTaoIel Mou
3MOIIMH, HO 3TO BCe ellle GBI TOTHOCTHIO 1.

OH mowuckan CesneHy ria3aMy 1 JKeCTOM ITOIIPOCHUI ee mogouTu Onuxke. OHA MSITKO YIRIOHYTach U
CHOBA NIPHOBUHYIACh, YTOOR OOHSTH ero c3afgu. Korga Bce cobpanuch BOKPYT HETo, KpoMe YMOpHI,
KOTOPEIN, KaK YYBCTBOBaJI ACTEpPHOC, BOCCTAHABIMBAJI CHJIBI B CBOEM COOCTBEHHOM IIapCTBE, OH
TIPOIOJIXKUII.

- Kak ckazana CunbBus, KOTfia 9T0O SIpKO-KpPacHOe IIJIaMsl Bpe3asioCh B MEHSI, YTO-TO... OTKIIMKHYJIOCh.
¢l MoYyBCTBOBAJ, KaK YTO-TO PACKPHITIOCh, ¥ HEBEPOSITHO CUJIbHAS IIBIAOIIAs Topssyasi SHeprust
pacIpocTpaHuiIach 1o MoeMy Telly. MHe XBaTHUJIO KOHTPOJIS Hafl c060, YTOOH TPOU3HECTH OTHO



IIpeajiozkKeHune B APOCTH, IIpeXKae 9eM OPyroe Co3HaHue IIOJIHOCTHIO 3aBIadelio MHOU. 4 IIPEBPATHUIICA
B 3puUTEIJId B CBOEM COOCTBEHHOM TeJe.

IIeByILIKY HE MOTJIX CKPBITh CBOETO IOTpsiceHust. Y CumbBUY He ObIIO TPUYUH HE BEPUTH €T0 CJI0BaM,
0COOEHHO TI0CTIe TOTO He3aUHTEPECOBAHHOTO B3TJIAfla, KOTOPHEIM OH OKMHYJI UX II0CJIE TOTO, Kak
IPUKOHYHUII XKEHIIUHY-APaKOHa. ITO UMeJI0 CMBICI. B TOT MOMEHT OH OIIyIIajcs He COBCEM Tak, Kak
Actepuoc.

- [ToToM BCe IPOUCXOOMIO TaK, KaK BH Bumenu. f HaOmoman 3a BCEM 3TUM MPAKTUYECKH TakK XKe, KaK
1 BCe BHI, 3a UCKJIIOYEHHEM TOr'0, YTO MEHS He BOABHUJIO B 3eMJTI0. S coxkaJjeio 00 3ToM. f HMuuero He
MOT cfIeJIaTh II0CJIe TOT0, KaK 9TOT YeJIOBEK B35y Ha cebs yrpaBieHue.

Mupus nmokayasa rojoBoi. - Ml ObITH B TOPSIAKE. OTO He OBLIO HalpaBIeHO MPSIMO Ha Hac. f
myMato, 60JibITast YacTh OblNla HalpaBlieHa Ha XKEeHIIUHY, a Mbl OBUIM IPOCTO BTSHYTEHL B 3TO.

AcTepuoc KuBHYIIL. - B m060M ciydae, CO3HaAHKUE TOTO YeJI0BeKa PaCIIPaBUIIOCh C KEHIIUHON
MexXaHU4eCKY, IIOJIHOCThI0O UTHOPUPYS BCe OCTalbHOEe. BOT nmoyemy s roBopio "co3Hanue". i Buper,
KakK JIBUTanoch Moe Teno. OHO BHITJIAAENO TakK, OYATO ClieloBasio PSANY UHCTPYKIUH. f He mymalo, 9To
KTO-TO OBJIafieJI MHOM B TOT MOMeHT. CKopee, 3T0 OBIJIO YTO-TO, UTO JIEXKAJI0 B CIISIIEM COCTOSTHUY, B
0XWOaHWHU, U aKTUBUPOBAJIOCH IIOCTIE OIIPefe/IeHHOT0 TOTYKa.

- Ta XKeHIIMHA, TOX0XKe, MOHSIa, KTO 9T0 ObLI, O/IMKe K KOHIy, - moOaBuna CeneHa. - OHa Oblla sIBHO
IIIOKMPOBaHa 3TUM OTKPOBEeHMEM. M TOIbKO 9TO 3HaHHE HACTOJIBKO HAIyTajo TaKyio
MOT'YIIIECTBEHHYIO JINYHOCTD, KK OHa.

- TeM He MeHee, TIOCJIe TOTO KaK OHa yIIJIa, MOe TeJI0 IOCMOTPEJIO B Ballly CTOPOHY, U 51 60SJICS, 4TO
OHO HamlajeT ¥ Ha Bac, JeBOUKH, TOXKe, HO OHO 0CJabuiio faBlieHNe U IePeKII0YnII0 CBOe BHUMAaHUe
Ha KpacHBIY oroHb. OHO KaKUM-TO 00pa30M IOTJIOTHUIIO IIaMsi, U S TIOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO BO3BPAIAOCh.



- 4 Toxe OblNTa O4EHb 00ECIIOKOEHA, - CKa3asa uM CejeHa. - brino OomyIineHue, 4TO OHO MEHA
OCyX[OaeT. OuenuBaert. { 6osiach, YTO OHO HAWAET BO MHE KaKOK-TO HEJOCTATOK.

- f He MoTy cKas3aTh, AyMaJsio JIu OHO 4TO-HUOYMIb 0 Tebe, eCNTM MOTJI0, HO Ilepefl TeM, KaK OHO
MCYe3JI0, 51 YCBIIaja MOIIHEIM, IPeBHUM roJioc: - TOJIBKO B 9TOT pa3 s MOT'Y ToMoYb Tebe. [IOCTUTHH
Hucxopsimero IlInuns. CTaHb CuiibHee, Ipexk/e 4eM OPOCHUIIIb BEI30B APYTUM IpaKOHaM.

HaCTYHI/IJIO KOPOTKO€ MOJIYaHHueE, II0CJIe 4eTro MI/IpI/IH TOCKIIMBO B3IOXHYIJIA.

- Emme omvH TaMHCTBEHHBIM HaMeK, 0 KOTOPOM MBI HUYEro He 3HaeM...

AcTepuoc IpUTSHYI ee Onuxke U 1Modyecaln 3a yimamu. - Mel pa3bepemcs. CHavdala HaM HYKHO
HEMHOT0 IPUiTH B ce0s. M pemnTh, YTO ieaTh IIOC/IE TOTO, KaK MBI yOepeM 3TOT OeCIopsIoK.

CunpBust
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