I[Tocne BHIHECEHUS TPUTOBOPA HECUaCTHOM mouyepH, Tepe3a Bepabe morpy3usnack B riay6oKyio 60k,

OHa HUKOI'O He X0TeJla BUETh U IIPOBOAMIIA YACHI B Clie3aX U MOJIMTBAX, YEOUHUBIINCH B MaJIEHBKOM
AJOMUKE B JIECY, I'l€ IIPO2KUJIa CTOJIBKO JIET CHACTIIMBO PAOOM C My2Ke€M U TOYEPhI0, KOTOPAAd Onla ee
TOPOOCTBIO ¥ PAOOCTHBIO.

Ho Tenepb Kaxmas KOMHATa, KaxX[Ibli mpeaMeT Me6enu, Kaxmas Bellb 6e3KaloCTHO HalTOMUHAIK el
00 yTpayeHHOM CYacThe ¥ MPA4YHOU OpaMe, YHUUTOXKHUBIIEH eé cuacTbe. TakuM 06pa3oM, OHA
6e306071e3HEHHO BOCIIPHHSITIA TePCIEKTHBY CKOPOTO OThe3[la U3 CBOET0 XKUIIUIIA, KOTOPOoe e
IIPENCTOSIIO YCTYIUTh 3aMEeCTUTEITI0 MyXKa U 3a KOTOPYIO MPUHI] XPUCTHAH BBHIIIJIATUI IIEAPYIO
KOMITE@HCAIIHIO.

Tocymaphk pelmnui BBEPUTh 0CBOOOMBINYIOCS OOJIXKHOCTh Mapiuainy JIe6pyHy, KOTOPOT'0 OH BBICOKO
IIEHUIT 33 ero CIIOCOOHOCTH U YeCTHOCTh. JTO OBIIO HEOXKMIAaHHOE TIOBHIIIIEHHE /I FOHOIIH, ¥ OH
OTIIPABHUJICS COOOIIUTHL O HOBOM Ha3HauyeHUH Tepe3e Bepabe, KOTOpas ¢ IEPBHIX XkKe CJIOB 3asiBUIIA:

— BhI MOXKeTe yCTpauBaThCs C 3aBTPAIITHET0 AHS. f He X0uy GO0JbIe 0CTaBaThCS 3[ECh, TTIe BCe
TOBOPUT MHE 0 MOEM yMepILEeM MyXke U HECUaCTHOU IOYEPH.

IBotopogHbie OpaThs, XKUBIIINE B fajeKol lepeBHe, IPeAioKUU e€ 3abpath K cebe. Booa ycTynuna
uX 3a00T/IMBEIM YTOBOpPaM. B ocTanbHOM OHa IMpemaynpenunsia, YTo He POKKUBET CIIUIIKOM HOJIT0, U ee
CaMBIM 3aBETHHIM XKeJlaHueM OBIJI0O KaK MOXKHO CKOpee BOCCOeIUMHUTHLCS CO CBOMM JIIOOMMBIM
[KepoHUMoO.

Mapuuany ocTaBaaoCh TOIBKO IIOCETUTLCS B MaJIeHbKOM JOMUKE, ITPeqHa3HaYeHHOM JIECHUYEMY
noMecThbs. Tepe3a Bepabe, Kenass OKOHYATENIbHO ITOPBATh C MIPOIIJIEIM, OCTaBUJIa eMy He TOJIBKO
JKUJIHIIE, HO ¥ BCe, YTO TaM HAaXOOUJIOCh.

HOHo11a MpUHSAT 3TO IPedIoKeHNe IIPU YCI0BUH, UTO Tepe3a TakxkKe IMPUMET Bce ero cOepexkeHus, ¢
m060BbI0 COOpaHHBIE BO BPEMS €T0 YXaXKKWBaHUM, B HaflexkKe XKeHUThCS Ha AHe. TakuMm o6pa3oM,
BIOBa, UMes HeOOJIbIIOoM KanuTas, He OyaeT 00y30ii [Ij1g CBOUX [IBOIOPOTHEIX OpaTheB U CMOXKET HE
paboTaTs.

Bce atu BompocH! O6blIM peleHsl, Mapiiai II0CeIuCcsS B CBOeH HOBOW 0OUTENH.

Bckope oH IOHST, YTO XKUTh B TOM MeCTe, Tie XKuna AHHa, ¥ KOT7la BCe eMy HalloMUHaeT O Hel, -
OOHO My4YeHHE.

Bce Oorblitas meyans CxKuMala ero cepaie. CoBecTh HEYMOIUMO yIIpeKala ero 3a CIUIIKOM
JKECTOKOe OTHOIIIeHHEe K AHHE, ¥ OH CTaJl CYUTATh ce0s BUHOBHHIM B 6€3yMuu, OGyIUBIIEE
HECYaCTHYIO XKeHIIUHY 6POCUTH HOBOPOKIEHHOT0 B BOAY, 3a YTO OHA OblyIa BIIOCTIEACTBUU OCYXKAeHa
3a OeToyOuiCTBO.

Momnomo# 4enoBeEK IIPOAOJIZKAJl TeP3aThCA OT MBICJIEH, CHOBA ¥ CHOBA BCIIOMHUHAS 000 BCeX 9THX
YZKaCHBIX CO6I:ITI/I$IX, IIOCTOSIHHO 3aJaBast cebe OOHHU U T€ K€ BOIIPOCEHI, Ha KOTOPLEIE OH HE MOT HaWTH
OTBETa:

Kak AnHa, Takas mio0sImas ¥ Takast HCKPEeHHSISI, MOTJIa IIpefaTh MeHs? ... Kak Morya Takas mobpas u
IIpeKpacHas JIeByIIKa COBEPIIUTH IPecTyIieHue? ... KTo ke co61a3HUTeNb, KTO OTel] HECYaCTHOTO
CO3[aHUs, HEBOJIbHEIN BUHOBHUK CTOJIBKUX HecyacTuu? ... ECciu ke, Kak OHa yTBEpXKaaeT, Ha CaMOM
fiejie OHa He COBEPIINJIa 3TOTO NPECTYIJIEHNs, I0YeMy OHa OTKa3blBajach IPU3HATHCSA MHE B 9TOM?

C mpyro# CTOPOHBI, HE3aBUCUMO OT TOTO, Oblyia T AHHa HeBMHOBHA MJTM BUHOBHA, cepAalie Mapiuana



YIPSIMO CTy4aJioCh B €€ 3alluTy.

HecuacTHoe co3maHue, 3aKII0YEHHOE B KaMepy 00pedeHHHIX Ha cMepTh! O6oxkaeMasi HEBECTa, 0
KOTOPOH OH MedTall, YTOObl OHAXK Ik MPUHAMJIeXKATh e OYIIOH U TeJIOM, U KOTOPYIO OH TONKHYI Ha
CMePTh U3 TIIYION PEBHOCTH!

Bce aTH mymiepa3ngupaloiie MEICIH BOSHUKAJIN B KOMHATE AHHEI, Ile OH IIPOBOIHUI OOJIBINYIO YaCTh
cBOOOIHOTO BpeMeHH, mepef GpoTorpaduelt oCcyKoeHHOHN KeHIIUHE, KoTopyio Tepe3a Bepabe
OCTaBHJIa TaM BMECTEe C IPYTMMM MeJI0YaMH, IPUHAMJIeXKaBIINME e€ TOYepH.

['ope 1 packasiHHe MOJIOIOTO JIeCHUKA, He ociabeBasi, yCUIUBAIKUCh JeHb O0TO JHS. BpeMeHaMu eMy
Ka3aJIoCh, YTO OH CXOMUT C yMa... Toraa, IOKMHYB KOMHATY BO3/1100JIeHHOM, OH Gpocarjics B Jiec, Ie
Oponui Yyacamu, MOTPY3UBLINCh B Mpa4yHOe YHLIHUE.

B TOT Beuep OH BEPHYJICS B IOM ellle 60Jjiee yCTalbIM U TPYCTHHIM, YeM 00bIYHO. Kak u Bcerma, oH
cpasy Xke MOOHSJICS B KOMHATy AHHEI U CeJl y OTKPHITOTO OKHA, Ha TOM CaMOM MecCTe, I'ie KOTria-To
MOJIOfasi XKEHIMHA CUMeNa, JOKUMAACh C IIUTHEM B PyKaX IIPUX0Ma KEHWXa, ¥ OTKy[a OHa
MOJHKUMAJIA PYKY, IPUBETCTBYS €rO0.

Ho cerogus Bo3mio0eHHas XKeHIMHA yIIIJia U3 CBOel omo4yuBaibHu. JKEeHUX, 0XBaYeHHBIN
HeTEPIIEHUEM, He IIOIIE IT0 TPOIIMHKE, KOTOPYI0 MOXKHO OBIIIO pas3risifeTh OT IIOCTOSJIOTO ABOpa
Cpenu OTPOMHBIX IePeBhEB, CePEOPUBILUXCS B TYHHOM CBETE.

Io 3UMBI ellle OCTaBaJIOCh JAJIEKO, U BCE e, IPU BUAE 3TOro BonmeOcTBa Mapiuas mo4yyBCTBOBAI
npoxb. Houb BeImamack cerpoit. KoHeuHo, OH MOT mpocTyauics... YTo XK. B mpoBax HegocTaTka He
Ha0JTI00aIoCh; OH MOT Pa3BeCTH XOPOIIHH KOCTEP.

HOHoma mopmoresn K KaMuHy. B ouare jexajo HECKOJIBKO ITOIy00ropeBIIX IoJIeHbeB. MapIiuan
TIOJIOKYJT X Ha HECKOJIBKO CYXUX IIEMOK U yKe COOMpPACs MOIXKedb U TYT 3aMeTHI OyMaKHBIN
IIapUK, KOTOPBIM, BUAUMO, OPOCHIIH TyHa YTOOK OH CTOPEJI, HO IJTaMs efIBa er0 KOCHYJIOCh.

OH MOOHSJ ero ¥ MalllMHAIBHO OPOCHIT Ha CTOJI. ITO OBIJIO MUCHMO, HAalMCAaHHOE XKEHCKOU PYKO.

OxBayeHHBIN JTIOO0IBITCTBOM, Mapliran IPHHSJICS YUTAaTh ero. Ho Kak TOJIBEKO OH pa3o0pail mepBhie
CTPOKH, OH BCKPUKHYJI OT y2kaca. OH B OIUH MUT IIPOYUTAJ €r0 C Havyaa 40 KOHIIa.

— Boxe moii! Kak s1 OBIIT HACTOIBKO CJIEI U TaK He CIPaBEe[JINB?
He Bepst cBoMM Tr'j1a3aM, OH BHEMATEJIbHO MTepevyuTat 00TMYUTEeIbHYI0 3aIIUCKY.

Hert, B 9TOM He OBIJT0 HUKAKUX COMHEHU#H! ITO MUCHEMO, JOIXKHO OBITh, OBITIO OTIPABIIEHO AHHE B Te
IHU, KOTOPhIE OHa MPOBeJia fioMa ¢ pebeHKOM, 10 TOTO, KaK BepHYJICS ee oTell. Bce OBIIO SCHO:
IeByIIKa Obllla HEBUHOBHA; OHa I10XKepTBOBaja co00i pagy APYToro, MOKJISBIINCH XPAHUTh MOJTYaHIe
0 TIpaBfe.

Mapinan pa3pegancs.
— AHHA! — IPOCTOHAI OH.
Y ero npruunTaHus 3By4asid KaK BOU OUKOTO 3BepPsl, pAHEHHOI'0 O CMEPTH.

— AnHa, Joporas, Kakad yKaCHas omnoOka! ThI, HeBUHHAA U YMCTas, B3A/1a Ha cebst BUHY npyroﬁ
KEHIIWHEI ¥ ITPeOJIOKHUIIa cebs1 B KauecTBe My‘-IeHI/II.U:I! nu paou yero? Pamy XXKeHIIWHEL, TAKOU



TOPOYHOM u 6ecuecTHOM! U g1, KOTOPHIM HUYEro He 3aMeTH U He morafgancs... O, IpoCTH MeHS,
AHHa, mpocTu MeHs! B MUHYTY IIPHUCTyIa THeBa, PEBHOCTH U 0€3yMus 5 MoKa3as ce0st HeyMOITUMBIM
u oTepsin Tebsi. AHHA, AHHA, MOe eJUHCTBEHHOE CYaCThe.

IlaB BOJIIO crie3aM U FOpbKOfI 6OJ'II/I, OH IIOOHAJI IMCTOK U IIePeYUuTall IIMCbEMO:

«Mos moporas AHHa:

CeropHs g BIepBHIE BCTAIO C IIOCTENHU. & BCe elle YyBCTBYIO cebsi oueHb caboit. Ho mpexme Bcero,
71T MEHST BasKHO, YTOOBI MOM OTeI] ¥ CIIyT¥ HUYero He 3alofo3pesu!

C mpyroii CTOPOHE!, KaK s MOT'Y XOTh Ha MUHYTY I10-HACTOSIIEeMYy PacciabUuThCs B IOCTOSHHOM
CTpaxe, YTO yKacHas Ipasna OymeT packpeiTa?

Ax, AHHa, I0YeMy Thl He TI03BOJIUJIa MHE OCYIIEeCTBUTh MOM maH? f1 Okl celiyac Oblyla COBEPIIEHHO
CIIOKOMHA, ¥ TH TOXKeE.

[TpaBma 111, MOM APYT, UTO 5 MOTY abCOMIOTHO Ha Te0s pacCYUTHIBATh? YTO TH OCTAaHEIIbCS AJIST BCeX
MaTepbio 3TOT0 HEBUHHOI'0 CO3Manus? ... Hukorga He 3a0BIBaif, YTO TH [ajia MHE CBSIIIEHHYIO
KJISITBY.

Enena.

P.S. — VHUYTOXB 3TO MUCHMO, KaK TOJILKO ero mpounTaelnb. Coxru ero. Tak 6e30macHe.»

[To cTpaHHOMY CTeYEHHI0 00CTOSTENIBLCTB, MUCHMO, XOTS ¥ OBIJIO GPOIIEHO B OTOHB, CTOPEJIO JIHIIb
yacTHYHO. Cj10Ba OBIIM COBEPIIEHHO PAa300PYHUBHI.

HeckonbK0 MIrHOBEHUM JIeCHUK OyKBasibHO oKameHesn. OH CIIUT?

IeliCTBUTEIBHO JTU OH JiepKall B PyKe KIII0Y K TalHe, K y?’KaCHOMY OTKPOBEHMIO, Pajii KOTOPOro AHHA
TaK MHOTO BBICTPAZiajia ¥ TEMeph J0JIKHa Oblyla yMEPETh?

W13 9TOro muchbMa CIeHoBasio, YTo JeBYIIKa CBOMM MUJIOCEPIHBIM BMENIAaTeIbCTBOM CIIacja XKHU3Hb
HOBOpOXKAeHHOMY. [ToyeMy ke TOT[ia OHa yTOMHUIIa ee?

— Ho yero xe g xkay, — BHE3aIIHO BCKpHUYaJl MOJIOJION YenoBeK. — [louemy § ellle He PSIIOM CO
CBOell HeCYaCTHOU [eBYIIKOM? Pa3Be Ha Hell He HABUCJIa CMepTeJbHas ONIaCHOCTh? TOJI0BE He
yrpoxkaeT OnacHOCTh? ... M 3a 4yT0? 3a TO, YTO OHa pelllna CIlaCTy YeCTh CBOEU I'OCIIOXKHY,
npuHIecc Enensl CUTbBaHCKOM, KOTOPAs He MOCTHIOUIIACh TOTPe00BaTh TAKOM XKEPTBEL OT OeqHOM
AHHBIL.

PelnTenbHEIM KeCTOM Mapuuan IIEePEKNHYJI BUHTOBKY 4€pe3 IIJIed0 U, IIPUXKUMasA OIPAarougeHHyo
IMACBMO K I'DYAH, IIOCIIEITHO OTIIPABUJICA B IIYTh.
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