PoOkuli ny4uK CONHIIA IPOCKOIB3HYJI B OKHO XUKUHEI, CIyKUBIIEHN KJIafOBKOU 115 paboyux
MHCTPYMEHTOB [ Opurabl 1ecopyboB. AHHA, TPOMOKIIAS OT HOXKAS, U3MydeHHas YCTaJ0CThIO,
HaKaHYyHe YKpbLIach TaM CO CBOEM MaJeHbKOM IeBOYKOU, YTOOH Cpa3y IPOBAIUTHCS B TSAXKEJIBIN COH.

HoBopoxXaeHHasi, TPOCHYBIINCH, yKe IJIaKara.

AnHa OTKDPGHIJIA I'/Ia3a. BrezamnHo oHa HCIIYTaHHO OrjidgesiaCh II0 CTOPOHAM, IIOTOM BCIIOMHHJIA CBO€
IIOJIOKEHNE U ITIOYYBCTBOBAJId, UYTO I'OTOBA YMEPETL OT OTUASAHHA.

Yro ke menaTh? Heyxkenu oHa OygeT BeIHYXKIeHa IONPOMIaRHAYATh, YTOOR HAWTH HEMHOT'O MOJIOKA
HEeCYaCTHOMY MaJIeHbKOMY CYIIEeCTBY, YMUPAIOIIEeMy OT rojiona?

Hapmexpa cmacTu 3TO HEBUHHOE CylIeCTBO, HOBEPEHHOE el, OKHMBHUIIA AHHy. OnHa gomxHa Onblna
HeMeNJIEHHO OTIIPAaBUTHCA B IIYTh U BO YTO OBI TO HU CTAJI0 HAWTH IIOMOIIIb.

Bopyr BocrioMUHaHUE 0 XKeHUXe MPUAAI0 e CMeIOCTH U 0KUBUJIO CEPAILIE.

Mapuuan 6611 [0Op ¥ BEJTUKOAYIIEH; OH 0003Kaj CBOI0 HeBecTy. OH HU Ha CEKYHAY HE YCOMHUTCS B
Hell. OH IIPEeKPACHO 3HaJI, 9YTO OHA JIIOOUT €ro ¥ BEPHA eMy.

OHa melCTBUTENBHO TOCYUTaa cebs TIyIoi U3-3a TOTO, YTO He MogyMajla HeMeNJIeHHO UCKATh
yOexkuIna B ero IoMe, YMOJNSTh 0 ero 3amuTe. OH Oy#eT ymoBIeTBOPEH 00bSICHEHUSIMHU, KOTOPHIE OHA
€My JacCT, ¥ He CTaHeT OOBMHSTDH €e HeCIIPaBeIINEo.

YTeleHHas TaKOW MMePCIEKTHUBOM, IeBYIIKa HeMEeOJIeHHO OTIIPABUIaCh B MYTh.
Mapuuan JIeOpyH KU B HECKOIBKUX KMJIOMETpPax oT JoMa [IxkepoHuMa Bepmbe.
Ero xuxuHa, 3aTepssHHas B Jiecy, Oblyia MOX0xKa Ha XUKUHY (eu.

Byps yTuxia, u neHb Obl sSicHBIM. CONHEeYHEIe Iy4Yy, IPOCadyrBasich CKBO3b BETBU, PAyKHO
TIepeIUBaIiCh KallJIIMU BOJH, KOTOpble OyiecTeNu faxe Ha JIUCTBE.

AHHa, TOJOUMS K OKHY, YCIIBIIIIAIa, KaK pa3fascs CTyK TOIOpa, ¥ KakK OH BeCcejio HameBaeT cebe mop
Hoc. OHa y3HaJla TOJI0C CBOEro XKeHuXa, ¥ HaflekK[a, OT KOTOPO PagoCcTHO OMIOCh ee cepille,
YCTYIIHIIa MECTO TJIyXOMYy OeCIIOKONCTBY.

MapIuan KujI C4acTauBo 1 6e33a00THO. OH IPUXOIUI Ha Yal K CBOEH HEeBeCTe U 3HaJl, KaK TOJILKO
el UCIIOJIHUTCS BOCEMHAMIaTh, COCTOUTCS MX CBagbba. A Temepb OHa BOT-BOT HAOPOCHUT TEHb
COMHEHUA Ha cebs!

Co6paB BCe CBO€ MyXKeCTBO, OHaA IIOOOIId K HEMY.
— Mapunan! — IIO3Bajla OHa €TI0 HEYBEPEHHBIM I'OJIOCOM.

[TapeHb 06EPHYIICS, U30aB PAJOCTHLINA KPUK, OPOCHIT TOIIOP ¥ M06eKasl HaBCTPedy MOJIOmOM
JXKEeHIIWHE.

— AnHa, goporas Mo, TH 37lech? Kakoil 3amedaTeNnbHbIN CIOPIPU3!
OH BOpPYT IIpepBajiCs, ¥ MPOTSIHYTHE K IEBYILIKEe PYKH 00€CUIEHHO yIaiu 1o 60KaM.

— Kr0 3Ta meBouka? ... 3aUeM TH IIPUHECHA ee CIoaa?



— A KTO 3Ta AeBylIKa? 3a4eM ThI IPUBE3 ee crofa?
Torma oH 3aMeTHI UCKaXXKEeHHbIE YePTHI JTWIla CBOEM HEBECTH U CepAlle ero 00JIe3HEHHO CXKaloCh.

— l'oBopu! — BOCKNIUKHYI OH, — IIOYEMY THI He OTBedaelns? HeyxXemnu TH He [OragblBaelbcs, Kakue
yKacHble COMHEHUS Tep3aloT MeHsa? [loxkanyiicTta, AHHA, 00BSICHUCH!

HecuyacTHas XeHIMHA, ©U3My4YeHHAs YKACHBIMU IIePeXKUBaHUSIMHU, KOTOPhIe OHa MCIIBITHBAJIA CO
BYepaIlHero [HS, TIIETHO Nofbupasa Hanboee IOAXOASIINE CI0Ba, YTOOE PaccesiTb COMHEHUS,
KOTOpBIE, KaK OHa BUfEJIA, 3ap0XKAalucCh B AyIlle ee XKeHuxa. Ho BHE3amHO, BCTIOMHUB O TOM y>KacCHOU
PEBHOCTH, KOTOpasi MHOI[ja IPUBOAKTIA €ro B OEIIEHCTBO, OHA II0YYBCTBOBasa Cl1aboCTh.

— Mapuuar, Joporoi Mo¥, — JiereTana OHa, — 5 JOTafbIBaloCh O TBOUX Y2KACHHBIX MBICTSAX. Ho TH He
MMeelb IpaBa Mo03peBaTh MeHs. Thl TpeKpacHO 3Haelllb, YTo g 1000 Te0s1, YTOo s He 000
HUKOTO0, KpoMme TeOs... Ha JaHHBIA MOMEHT s He MOTY, ITpaBfa, OTBETUTh Ha TBOU BOIIPOCH 00 3TOM
NeBOUKe... M Bce XKe s TIPHUIIIa POCUTh ¥ Tebst yOexkuila i Hee U 71 MeHs. He mPOTOHST# HAc
TIPOYb.

Ha 3Tu crnoBa MyXK4YrHa OTBETHUJI y2KACHO XOJIOOHLIM I'0OJIOCOM:
— Ybg 9TO meBouKka?

— IToBTOpsio TeOe, Mapiuaj, YTO MHe 3alpelleHo 0TBevaTh. Ho s MOTY HMOKJISICTHCS, YTO BCeraa
ocTaBasack Tebe BepHa... XOTs ObI TH 3aIUTH MEHs!

— 3TO 3HAQYMUT, YTO THI YZ&Ke IIPOCHUJIa 3allUTEL B JPYTOM MeCTE, HE TaK m?

— Ila, B moMe Moux poputeneit... Ho Tl ke 3Haems Moero oTia. OH BHIIIBHIPHYJI MEHS BOH, faxke He
JKeJas CIyIaTh MOUX 00bSICHEHUH.

KpacuBoe MykeCTBEHHOE U BEPHOE JIUII0 MyKYHMHH, KOTOPOr0 AHHA TakK T00usIa, KCKa3uIoCh OT
THeBa.

— TBo¥ OTel] — clpaBefJIUBLINA ¥ BEIMKOOYIIHEIM YeloBeK. ECiu OH BHIIIBEIPHY TeOs U3 CBOETO
[IOMa, 3HQYUT, y HETO €CTh Ha TO BECKUEe IPUYHUHEL.. YTO KacaeTcs MEHs, TO s ©UMel0 IPaBO 3HATh,
KTO MaTh pebeHKa, KOTOPOT0 Thl AePKUIIb Ha pyKax.

— JTO ¥ eCTb TBOS JII000BL? — C rOPEYbI0 CKa3ana AHHA. - B TBOEM cepjlle HET Jaxe CHJI, YTOOBI
TIOBEPUTH MHE U 3aIlUTUTh MEHS, Thl BAPYT ITOCYUTANl MeHs HegocTouHOM Tebsa? O, Mapuuan, pagu
BCEro CBATOro!

— TopKO BUHOBHBIE YMOJIAIOT O NIOLIaze! — pe3Ko OTBETUI OH.

— 91 He BuHOBHA! f TONBKO MOKISAIACh MOJTYATh, Jaxe mepen ToOOH, U S MOJIKHA CepKaTh CBOO
KIISITBY.

Mapiman mpepea ee ¢ 00JIe3HEHHEIM CMEXO0M:

— Xa, xa! TBost BepHOCTH! Teneps TH ¢ pebeHKOM Ha PyKax ¥ K TOMY Ke, THI TIIATeNIbHO u3beramna
BCTPeY CO MHOU B TeUYEHHE HECKOJIbKUX MecCsIeB... Pa3Be TBOe NpefaTeabCTBO HE 0YEBUAHO?

He mbITadicst MeHsI B 4EM-TO YOEOUTE... Y MeHs yKe eCTb CBoe ybexmeHue. f SCHO JoTraibiBaloCh, UTO
IIPOU3OIIIIIO MEeXKAY TOOOW U MOUM COIIEPHUKOM.



— Ho s xo4y TonbpKo OBITE ¢ TOOOM, Mapiuan! M ecnu Ovl cTpallrHas TaliHa He 3alledaTajia MOU
ycTa...

— ... Ecniu OBl THI 7TI00UT MeHs, ¥ TeOs He OBII0 OBl OT MEHS HUKAKUX CEKPeTOoB. BoT, ¢ mpyroi
CTOPOHBI, 9Ta MOCThIAHASA TalHa... Bo IBoplie npuHIla XpucTUaHa THl BCTPETUIIAa H0raTOro YeJI0BeEKa,
KOTOPBIY ITOKa3ascs Tebe 60ee HHTEPECHBIM U BHIAIOUINMCS, YeM s, OEJHBEIN JTeCHUYUN, ¥ 9TOTO
OBLJIO OCTATOYHO, CIIPOBOIIMPOBATH TBOE TafieHue, U OH 3aCTaBUJI Tebs IMOK/ISCTLCS XPaHUTH B TaliHe
€ro UMs... U3-3a CTpaxa Ilepefo MHOM, He TakK JIu?

AHHa 3afipozKasa. ITO ObUIH IPHMEPHO Te XKe CJI0Ba, KOTOPHIE TPOHU3HEC ee OTell?

Ona Bcerfa Oblyla XOpoIIIei U MOCTYLUIHOM H04Yephlio, TI00SIIel 1 BepHOM HEBECTOH, a Teleph, Ipu
IIePBOM K€ IofIo3peHuHr, 00a HaOPOCKUIKCEH Ha Hee U MOKPBIIKA CJIOBAaMH 1T030pa ¥ npe3penus? Kak
JKe HeCcYacCTHH! OBITH 9TH JIronu!

Ecnu HenoHUMaHUe OTIa CUJIBHO PaHUIIO ee, TO HeIIOHUMaHNe XKeHrXa Ka3aloch ele 0osee
TOPBKUM.

Ee GmaropogHoe 1 HeXXHOe cepflle BOPYT B30OYHTOBAJIOCH, ¥ OHA IepecTasa MiakaTb. OHa faxke He
myMaja, 9YTO OfHA TOJIbKO PEBHOCTH, BEI3BaHHAS 6€3MepHOM TI000BbI0, 0KECTOYHIIA CepAIle I0HOIIY B
3Ty MUHYTY.

— Hey}Kem/I ThI HE BEPHUIIL B ME€HA, OTKA3bIBACIIECA IIOMOT'aTh U 3aIlllUINATh MEHA, XOTA 3HA€Illb, 4YTO
s OOH4 B 3TOM MHpP€E K MHE HeTrae YKpBITBCH?

— ITocKOmBKY BCE, BO3MYIIEHEI TBOUM MTOBEIEHUEM, OTBEPTIU Te0s, KaK MpuHIlecca CUIIbBAaHUY U
TBOSI COOCTBEHHAS MaTh, TI0YEMY S5 JOJIKeH 3abpaTh TeOs K cebe, CTOBHO ThHl HACMeXaelllbCsl Haflo
MHOU. HeT, s He moBoJIeH TeM, 4TO TeGsi OTBEPIIM OCTa/IbHEIE, S He X04Yy OBITh TOCMEILIUIIEM IS
BCEX... U s GrarogapeH bBory 3a To, YTO OH IMOKa3ajl MHE, TBOIO UCTUHHYIO CYLUTHOCTD, IIPEXKIe YeM 5
coernan Tebs cBoel XKeHOH.

Monopas XKeHIIuHa OTIOIAaTHYIAaCh OT BOSMYIIIEHUA, U €€ PYKa IIOTAHYJINCh K MY2K4YHHE, CJIOBHO
IIPOKIINHAaA €Tro.

— OcTOpoxKHO co cimoBaMu, Mapiuasn! Ecnu Thl I03BOUIE MHE YUTH TaK MEHSI OCKOPOUB, TO
HUKorga 0oJibIlle He YBUAMIIL MeHsI, U HaCTaHeT NeHb, KOTHa ThI IT0XKaJjeelllb, YTO 0TKa3acs
IIOBEPUTH B MEHS.

OHa TpoU3HecIa 9TH CJI0B TaKUM Y2KAaCHBIM T'OJIOCOM, YTO MOJIOMOM JIECHHUK ITOXOJIONEeN OT CTpaxa. A
YTO, ecii AHHA TOBOPHUT IpaBay? Torma oH MoTepsieT ee HaBCerma...

Ho B TOT MOMEHT, KOTja OH II0OUYyBCTBOBAJI, Kak 3a0MJI0Ch ero cepflle, KOTfga OH, BO3MOXKHO,
coOUpascss OTKPHITh CBOU OOBSATHS, OH YBUET OPUIIIMAHT, CUSIONINH Ha 6€3bIMSIHHOM ITaJblie
IPOTSIHYTOM K HEMY PYKH.

Torga ero spocTh He 3HAJIA TPAHHUIl. 3abIXasCh OT IPOCTH U PEBHOCTH, OH IIOTEPSIJI BCAKUH KOHTPOJIb
Hap cobOoi.

— Ax THI HarTas TBapb! 3aueM Tebe uCKaTh yOexKula B Moel OeqHOM XMKHUHEe, Koraa y Te0s ecTh
TaKOM GoraThlil TIO00BHUK, KOTOPHIA MOXKET IIPEIJIOKUTh TeOe TaKue OAparoleHHOCTH? Youpancs
npoub, OeccTrimauIia! JIydie Ovl s1 HUKorHa Tebs 6ombine He Bumen. U s mymato, 9yTo Tebe u Tak
3alJIaTHUIIU CJIMIITKOM MHOT'O 3@ TO, YeTO Thl CTOHIIIB!



Ha sToT pa3 OCKOpGHeHI/Ie IIPpOM3BEJI0 Ha HECYACTHYIO MOJIOAYIO KEHIMNHY 3(1)(1)6KT XJIBICTA.

— 3aTKHHUCH! — BOCKJIMKHYJIa OHa C HETOIOBAHNEM, — ThI HE MMeelllb ITpaBa TaK MEHS 0CKOPOJIATE.
ITO KOJBIIO...

OHa pe3ko 3amMosnyaia. Het, oHa He MOryia, He [0IXKHa OblJla TOBOPUTh: KJISITBA — BEIIb CBSIICHHAS. ..
K ToMy ke, K 4eMy NBITaThCS U3BUHUTHCS? EleHa MOIBITAeTCS CONraTh 0OBUHUTENIO. BCce MOBepUIH
OBI CJIIOBaM IIPUHIIECCH], HO HUKTO He Hajl Obl He ITOBEPHUTI €€ CIIyKaHKe.

Heo0xomuMo OBIIO TOIOKUTH KOHEI] 3TOM My4YUTEIbHOU CIIeHE.

AHHa elle pa3 B3IJITHYJIA Ha YeJI0BEKa, KOTOPOTO OHA JII001/Ia, KOTOPHIHM 4O 9TOT0 MOMEHTA OB
CYaCThEM ee XKM3HU. 3aTeM, He CKa3aB HU CJI0Ba Ha [IPOIIAHNE, OHA [TOBEPHYJIACh K HEMY CIIUHOU U
3aIrarasa mpoysb.

3aTeM Mapimar, BHE3AMHO pUps B cebsi, 0TYassHHO MPOTSHYJ PYKH K OernsgHke. OmHaKo T'yObl eTo
0CTaBaJIUCh HEMEI, M TOHKUHM CUJIy3T JTI0OOMMON XKEHIIIMHEI MCcYe3 B Yallle Jieca.

)%k

OcnemnmneHHas cme3aMu, AHHa Oexalta, u 6exalla, He 3Has, KyJa BeIyT ee IlIard, ¥ KPUK TOJIOMHOTO
HOBOPOXKIEHHOM! IIPOH3UII €€ CEepMIe.

BHe3anHO OHa MCIyraHHO 3aMepiia. F3-3a T0BOpOTa TPOIIUMHKY MOSIBUJICS YEJIOBEK U IIeJI e
HaBCTpeuy: OTBpPaTUTENIbHAS CTapyxa, CropOieHHas, ofeTas B IpKHe JIOXMOThS ¥ OIKpAIoIIascs Ha
TpocTh. OHa OBlIa YeM-TO BPOJie BeIbMEI I[EITAHCKOT0 IPOUCX0XKAEHNU, KOTopas Xula Ha
MUJIOCTHIHIO U 32 BOPOBCTBO, ¥ KOTOPYIO IIpo3Baik "CoBOM" U3-3a ee KPYTJIBIX XKeJITOBATHIX IJ1a3,
HaNlOMUHAIIINX IJ1a3a HOYHOU, HallOMUHABIINX BCEM 3Ty HOUHYIO NITUILY.

AHHa Bcerfa KCIbITEIBajla MHCTUHKTUBHYIO U I'Iy0OOKOI0 HEIPUA3Hb K 9TOW HEeCY4aCTHOU
[Tpu Bupe meBymku "CoBa" m3gasna 37I0BELIUAN CMEX.

— Ax, mos goporas! f uckasna Tebs MOBCIOAY C CaMOT0 Beyepa, II0Ka MHEe HaKOHEIl He ITPUIIIO B
TOJIOBY NIPUUTH CIOfla, yMas, YTO THI IIOIIIa K CBOeMYy MapHIo... Crymiai: y MeHsI eCThb OJis Tebs
IIJI0XKEe HOBOCTHU. TBOU OTeI[ yMep.

AHHa IOIIATHYJIACh U 3aKpHUyasa.

— YTo TH TaKOe roBOpHIllb, Mapus?... Tkl 4TO, CMeellbcsd Hago MHOK? Thl Be[lb X04elllb MeHS
HanyrarThk, IIpaBaa?

— IxxeporuMo Beppabe Oosbire HeT. [IpoIiol HOUbi0 OH BHE3AITHO YMep, KaK TOIbKO THI yIIINa K3
noMa.

— Hert! 3T0 mpocTo HEBO3MOXKHO! ITO HE MOXKET OBITH ITPABHO¥H!
— Tol MHe He Bepuib? Hy 9TO X... HAM JOMOU U YBUIHUIIB €T0 JIeXKalllUM CPeU CBEUEH.
— Ilama... beguwi nana!

— K yemy 3To oTuasiHue, ecnu 3TO TH ¥ y6uia ero?... la, OH ymep, MpoKnuHas Tebsi, ymep u3-3a



TebsI, eT0 MoYb, ¥ 1U3-3a 3TOT'0 CYIIECTBA, KOTOPOE ThI IEPKMUIIIb Ha PyKaX.
BengpMa xoTena mornaguTh JeBOYKY, HO AHHA IIpHXKaJjia ee K TPyAu U OTCTYIIUTIA.
— He cMment Tporats ee, pokigTas crapyxa!

— Bor Tak, He ockopO6si MeHst! T elife moxaneets 06 aTom! Ho cHadana ockopOu TITyIIIoB,
KOTOPHIE BhITHaMHU Te0s, Tojaras, 4To 3Ta feBoyka TBos. "CoBa" yMHee UX: OHa 3HAeT BCe, Jaxe UM
HACTOSIIEeN MaTepu 3TOM KYKOJIKH y TeOs Ha pyKax.

— OctaBb MeHs! {1 He x04y Tebs ClyIIaTh! — BOCKIHMKHYJIa IeBYIIKa B yKace.

O6Ge3ymeB OT 60JIM U CTPaxXa, OHA OTTOJIKHYJIA Y2KaCHOE CYILIeCTBO, IperpaxaaBIlee ei MyTh, U
B0300HOBUIIa CBOM 0€3yMHEII O€T.

Ho Teneph oHa 3Hasa, Kyfa el UTH.
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