C pyXbeM Ha IIJIeye, COIPOBOXKIAEMEIN CBOMM BEPHEIM IICOM, [I2KepoHUMO Bepabe, THYHEIHT
TIeCHUYMY TPUHIIA XpUCTHAHA, BOIIEI B CBOM [JOM IOCJIE MONTOr0 00X0/la OKPECTHHIX J1ecoB. C Tex
TI0p, KaK ero Ha3HAYM/IU Ha 3TOT IIOCT, OH XKHUJI BMECTE C CO CBOEH CeMbel B KpaCHBOM MaJIeHbKOM
MOMMKE, PACIIONI0KEHHOM Ha OIMYIIKe JIeca.

Tepesa Bepane, oxupasiias ero, nogbexarna K HeMy, 1 00a Cynpyra HexXHO 00HSJIUCS.

— I'me ke AHHA? — CIIPOCHUJI IECHUK, MBICJTM KOTOPOTO BCET{la He OKUIAJIX J04b... BbIM JT1 Kakue-
HUOYOb HOBOCTH OT HEe 3a BPEMSI MOETr'0 OTCYTCTBUS?

— ITa. OH mpuObIza U3 BOPIA TPH OHS Halal... HEMHOrO0 ycTasa... Ho mecHo# Bo3ayX e mouaeT Ha
I0JIb3Y.

IxxeporuMo Beppbe Oosbllle e€ He ciyinan. JIerkoi IOoX0[KoiM, KaK y MaJbYHIIKK, OH B30exKaJ 110
JIeCTHUIle, BeOyllel Ha IePBLI U eQUHCTBEHHBIN 9TaxX JI0Ma, C TPYIOM CHepKUBasi CBOIO PaloCTh OT
TOT'0, YTO CHOBA YBUIUT CBOIO NOYb. Tepe3a, CKphIBasi CBOIO TOCKY, TIIETHO IIBITANIACh yaepKaTh ero.

— Ilomoxnu, [I>xepoM. f ey O30BY...

Ho mMyXunHa yKe OBI HaBepPXY U TOJNKHYJ IBePh KOMHATHI MOJIOIOM KEHIIUHEI. A TOTOM OH
OCTAHOBHUJICS, OIIEJIOMIEHHBIM U MOTEPSBIINY Jap PedH...

AHHa fiepXaJia Ha KOJIEHSIX MaJIeHbKYIO IeBOYKY, KOTOPO¥H OBIJIO BCETO HECKOJIBKO JTHEH OT pomy, U
TIATENIbHO €€ ofeBaa.

YcreimaB mryM, AeByIlKa IIOBEPHYJIa TOJIOBY U CMepTeIbHO mobienHena. C ee Ty6 copBaioch
IIPUTJIYIIEHHOE BOCK/IUIIAHKE:

— [Tama!

II>xepoHUMO Beppbe, olIeIOMIIEHHO TS Ha J04b, ellle HU4Yero He MOHMUMAJI. BHe3anHo mogo3peHue
IIPOH3UJIO €T0 CEPAIle, a K JIUITY IOACTYIIUIa KPOBb.

— AHHa, — CKa3aJl OH yrpoXKalolluM rojiocoM, HacTynas Ha Hee, — YTo 3T0? KTO 3Ta HeBo4yka?
MoxxkeT OBITh, ¥ TaK... II0 9TOM IPUYKMHE TH TaK JOJIT0 He Ipuxoauia K HaMm? Bo ums bora,
00BSICHUCE!

HecuactHasa nevyanbHO IIOCMOTPeEIIa Ha 0Tla, U I'lla3a €€ HAaIIOJIHUJIUCh CJIe3aMHu. Ho Hu ogHO c110BO
He CJIEeTEeJIo C ee Ty6, 1 3TO MOJIYaHHE BREITJISAEJIO, KaK IIPU3HaHHue.

— Het! — BocknukHyn [IxKepoM. — ITO HEBO3MOXKHO! ThI, Hallla [04Yb, HEe MOI'Jla II03HaTh TAKOI0
mo3opa...

OcrnenneHHbIH SPOCTHIO, OH MOAHSJ PYKY Ha Ty, KOTOPYIO CUMTaJl BUHOBHOM. Tepesa, mogocrnesinas K
3TOM CIleHe, efiBa yCIejia BMeIIaThCs.

— Cro#, [I:)xepoHUMO! — BOCK/IMKHYJIa OHA, — €CJI TaKOe HeCcyacCThe AEeWCTBUTEILHO CIIY4YHUI0Ch, TO
THI [OJI2KEH HaKa3aTh He IJIyIIoe U HAaUBHOE CYIIeCTBO, @ HaCTOSIIero BUHOBHUKA. ..

JlecHUYMH, Ka3aJI0Ch, YCTYIIHUI 9TUM CJI0BaM, HO €ro JIUI[0 COXPAHMUIIO yrpoxkarollee BrpaxeHnue. OH
c6exkas BHU3 110 JIECTHUIIE, CXBATUJI Py2Kbe, KOTOPOE OCTABUII B yTJTy OUara, ¥ HaIPaBUJICS K [IBEPHU.

— Mapiuan 3alIaTUT MHe 3@ 9TO, — CKa3aJl OH.



AHHa Toxe Opocunach BHU3 U, U3IaB KPUK OTUYASTHUS IIperpagusa eMy JIopory.

— Ilama, — B3mMonuIach OHa, — Pajgu BCEro CBSATOTO, HE UM MCKaTh Mapiiiara.

— BecrnionesHo ero 3amumiarth. 4 yobio ero, kak cobaky!

— Ho, nana, o xe He BuHOBaT. OH Bcerpa yBaxas MeHd... OH He OTell 9TOM OeBOYKU.
HecuacTHBIM JIECHUK TOUIATHYJICS, CIIOBHO €0 yIapuiIu Oy1aBoii.

— YTO THI TaKOE rOBOPHUIIL? — BOCKJIMKHYJ OH. Pa3Be 9TO He AUTA BOEHHOr0?.. Torga KTo xKe 3TOT
Herogsu?..

— 4 Huyero He Mory Tebe cKa3aTh, mana. MHe o4eHb kajb. CXKaJbCs Halo MHOM U He 3afaBail MHe
BOIIPOCOB...

II:xepom Bepabe rpy6o cXBATHI J0Yb 3@ PYKY.
— Kt0 3T0T uenoBek? CKaxu MHe, — IIpHUKa3all OH.
— {1 He umero mpaBa... { Mokmnsanack nepeqg borom HUKOMY He OTKPHIBATh €T0 UMS.

— Kak TvI cMeelb mpu3kiBaTh UM ['ocioma? My TH CKaXKelllb, HEOOCTOWHAS [04Yb, UM HEMEOTIEHHO
MIOKKHEIIb 9TOT AOM C IIJIOJOM CBOETO mmo3opa!

Ana, 06e3yMeB, TOBEPHYJIACh K MaTepy ¢ MOJIbOOH 0 oMoy, Ho Tepe3a, 3aKpHIB JIUI0 PyKaMu, He
lefiajia HU4ero, U TOJIbKO TOPBKO IIJIaKana.

— AX, — TIpofionKaJ JeCHUK B OTYASTHUU, — YTO XK€ MBI TaKOT0 CHefaly, YTo Hebeca Tak HaKa3alu
Hac?

— Mawma, — mporrenTana AHHa, [po3Ka BCeM TeJIOM, — He IT03BOJTb MY BRITHATh HAC U3 JOMa.
[Togymait 06 aToM GemHOM AHTETOUKe.

— Yowupaiics otcioga! YOupaiics oTciofa, Heropsiiika! 1 Oornblile He X04y Te0S BULETH U CHIBIIIATh, —
mepebus e€ oreir.

M Tak Kak OHa He cMejia MOUIEBENIUTLCS, OH 6pocuiics Ha AHHY C IOOHSATON PYKOH. AHHa BRIIepXKaja
yaap, He BBIIOXHYB Kal00HOT0 CJI0Ba, Jake He IOMbITaBIIKACh 3alIUINATHCS, HO 3alluiasi IeBOYKY
CBOUM TEJIOM.

Tepe3a NOCHENIHO NTOCIeNInIa 3al[UTUTh ee 0T THEBA OTIIa.
— JI2KepOHUMO... Thl XOUElllb ee YOUTDH?
JleCHUK TIpOBETI PYKO# 10 JI0Y.

— OHa yxKe MepTBa AJisl MeHs! — 3agBUJII OH... fl IpeKpacHO ITOHKUMAl0, YTO C HEeX CIIy4Yuock... OHa
TI03BOJIMIIA COOIA3HUTD ce0sT OMHOMY M3 TeX 60TaThIX ¥ ¥ pPa3BpallleHHHIX JIOPAO0B, KOTOPHIE YacCTO
TIOCEIA0T ABOPEL] KHs34... XOpOIIue CI0Ba, Tyylnre o0elllaHusi, HeCKOJIbKO ITOJapKoB, U 3Ta
OeccTrIIHAS 0OYb I103BOIMIIA CeOs ONypPayuTh.

— 4 MOT'Y CKa3dTh TOJIBKO OOHO, — IIPOCTOHAJIa HECYACTHAs, — 4YTO 4 HEBMHOBHA.



— ThI cMeelTb TOBOPUTL 0 HEBUHHOCTHU C MJIafeHIIEM Ha pyKax? Ax Twl muiieMepka! YOuparics ¢ Moux
riaa3!

— INoxarnyiicTa, Ilana, He BEITOHSAY MeHs... Kyna ke g nougy? Yto ke OyeT CO MHOM U 3TUM
HeCYaCTHHIM CO37jaHueM?

— BepHUCH BO OBOpPEI] MPUHIIECCH ENeHb, TBOe# COOOITHUIEL. Pa3Be He OHa 3allMIlana U CKpEIBajia
TeOsI OT BCEX Ij1a3, YTOOR HUKTO HE 3aMETHJI TBOETO COCTOSTHUS?.. MOXKeT OBITh, OHa BO3bMET Te0s K
cebe Ha cnyxk0y!

— BepHyThCA K IpuHIIecCce? — 3anpoTecToBasla AeBYIIKa, IS4 Ha OTla 3aljlaKaHHBIMY I'Jla3aMy. —
O, Het! Hukorma, Hukormga!

— Xa-xa-xa! OHa Beppb 1 Te0s BhITHalIa, paBaa? B mocnenuuit pa3 npoiy Tebs, AHHA: TUO0 TH
OTKPOEIb MHE UMS CBOET0 COOJIa3HUTES, MO0 HEMENJIEHHO TOKWHEIb 3TOT JOM ¥ HUKOTa 00IbIe
He BEPHEILCS B HETO.

— [Nama, — BCXJIMIIHYJIa HecYacTHasi, — yBepsito Tebsi, TOpKeCTBeHHas KJIITBa MelllaeT MHe
TOBOPUTH!

— Torpa yxopu!
— Ilana, nama, goporo#, He Oyaobs TakuM Oe3xkanocTHEIM! Houb 04eHb TEMHasI, ¥ HaABUTAETCS TPO3a.

— Vo u HaWgu TOTO 4esloBeKa, KOTOPHIK caernan Tebe peberka! M 6ymb TH IPOKIISATA 3@ TOT 030D,
KOTOPBIY ThI HAM NMPUYUHUMIA... HacTaHeT JeHb, KOrma TBOSI COOCTBEHHAs M0Yb MMPOKIISTHET Te0s 3a TO,
YTO THI TOKPHITIA €€ MM030POM, KOT/Ia OHA POAUIACh B 3TOT MUD, ¥ TH HE MOXKEIlb Ha3BaTh € UMs
oT1a... [aBait! Youpaiics orciona!

He B cumnax GosbIme coepXKUBaThCS, JIECHUK CXBAaTUII TaOypeTKY ¥ IONHSII €€ Haj TOJI0BOM JOYEpH.
AHHa UCIyCTHIa KPUK yXKaca U Opocuiach 6exarhb.

B packprITyi0 1Bepb BOPBAJICS IIOPEIB BeTPa U IIePBLIE I'YCThIE KAIlNIA OOXK/.
— JIlutsa Moe! — BOCKIIMKHYIa Tepesa.
JlecHuK, ¢ TaOypeTKoil B pyKe CJIOBHO OKaMeHeJl. BHe3amHo OH MOIIaTHYJICS U yIiald HaB3HUYb, Kak

IIOJKOIIEHHBIN U IoTepdail CoO3HaHue.
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