PaiikaH NPUKOCHYICS T'y0aMu K MOeH pyKe C COOIa3HUTENIbHEIM B3TJISIAOM, a €r0 Ijla3a CMOTPENIH Ha
Moe nuro. OH MOJHSIJI TOJIOBY U CKA3ajl C COHHOM YIIBIOKOM:

- Tol 6raropopmHeiias 1equ caMoro 071aropogHOro paura B MMnepuu Purner.

CrnoBa PaiikaHa BeI3BaJIM BO MHE THEB. ['11s1s1 Ha ero o0OMaHYKMBOE JINIO, CMOTpsIee Ha MeHA C
9KCTA30M, 4 CIIbIlIalia TO, YTO OH CKa3aJl MHE, KaK I'aJlJIIOIIKMHAIIHIO.
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- Bel mymanu o ToM, 4TOOH CHieiaTh 3TO ¥ CTaTh MMnepartpuliei? Bl 6€CCTHIOHEL.

- Ecnu BBEI OTJIOKUTE 3TO Jasbllle, OBOPsSAHE MOTYT HEIIPABUJIbHO ITOHSTE. Bo3MmoxHO, Bae
BenuuecTBo JIefICTBPITeHBHO HCIIBITRIBAET 9YyYyBCTBA K 3TOMY MYCOpy")

- ¢l He X04y BMEILIUBATHCS, IIO3TOMY C MycOpoM pa3bepeTcst IMnepartpuiia.
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Bo3Bpainasich K peaabHOCTH, BOCIIOMHHAHHUS BCe elre ObIIH SPKHMH, KOT{a X0JIOof mpobekas 1o Moei
criuHe OYITO YTO-TO 3aKUIIEJIO B TTIyOWHE MOETo Tella, BO PTY PACIPOCTPAHUIICS TOPbKUM IPUBKYC.
Ha MraHoBeHMe 3aKphijia I1a3a. 3aTeM s yBuAena nepen co0oi Paiikana. OH He MPOSIBIISII HUKAKOTO
0OeCIIOKOMCTBA.

OH Ka3aJicgd yBepeHHHIM, OyATO 3HaJ, KaK s 0TBeuy.  GoJibllle He MOTJIa 3TOr0 TEPIETh U
ymapuia PajikaHa mo pyke. Pa3gacs 3ByK xJomnka. TOJIBKO TOTHa MOSI PyKa BEIPBAJach U3 €T0
XBATKH.

- O yeM THI roBOpHIIL?! Pa3Be TH MeHs He cribiian?! Xoaunu ciyxu, 4YTo y Hac ¢ ToO60M ObUIH
HECOOTBETCTBYIOILIE OTHOLIEHUS.

4 xoTesna 0TBETUTH HEOPEKHO, HO MO€ JIUIIO OBIIO XKECTKHUM, Kak cTapast Kopa.

OH 1IMPOKO OTKPHIT I'/1a3a, YTOOH YBUOETh, HACKOJIBKO YIUBUTEILHOM OBbIJIa MO Peakiirsi, HO BCKOpe
TIOTEP THUTbHYIO CTOPOHY JIQIOHHU ¥ 3aCMESIIICS.

- Mos Katipa, Tel OBbl7Ia OYeHb PAaCCTPOEHA, He Tak u? f ke ckalasn tebe. B To BpeMs 51 He OBI
yBEpeH.

T'oBopst moOpkie crioBa, PalikaH mOAOIIe KO MHE U MOMBITANICS 0OHATh MeHs 3a Iieyn. S rpy6o
OTTOJIKHYJIA €T0 PYKY.



- He gemait aToro. Eciu KTO-TO YBUAUT YTO-TO IIOJO0HOE, TO TEOS EWCTBUTENILHO HETIPABUIBHO
IOUMYT.

On IIOCMOTPEN Ha CBOIO PYKY Ha MI'HOBEHHUE, 3aTE€EM MENJIEHHO MOPTHYII 1 CHOBA ITIOCMOTPEJI Ha MEHA.

- Pa3Be 3T0 He HOpMAJIBLHO, €CJIU MeHSsI HEIPAaBUJIbHO IIOUMYT?

- B 3TOM Mupe HeT BeYHBIX CEKpeTOB. Ecnu Bhl GecriokouTech 060 MHe, HUUEro CTpamHoro. 4 yxe
IIpUHSTIa PelleHne.

PatikaH OB JOBOIBHO pa3dpazkeH, KOTMa s CKa3alia 9To, Kak OyATo g yXKe CHaach.

- KTo mpuHUMaeT pelieHue 1Mo CBOeMy XKeJlaHUui0?

- Brl oTKa3anmuch ¥ MpUHSIY pelneHre. Eciu Obl BH Jaiu APYro# OTBET, KOTMa CIPOCHIa, 5 OBl
nmogymajia uHaye.

- Be 0OBuHSIETE MEHS B II03HEM OTBETE?

Kazanocsk, 0H TpyCTHO YIBIOHYJICS CBOUM CJIOBaM.

- 9To He Tak. Bul BumuTe PeaTbHOCTE. Mu AOPY3bs, a HE JI000BHUKH.

- EcTh 1 3aK0H, KOTOPBIY 3ampelaeT HaM IIpeBpallaThCs U3 APy3ei B TIOOOBHUKOB?

PaiikaH BEn ce0st CTPaHHO.

- Korga THI IPUTBOPMIICS, YTO HE CIIBIIIKIND MEeHs, KOTla IIPocuia Te0s 0 IOMOIIH... [Ipuuém 3mech
B0oOOIIIE TI0O0BHUKU?

MHoOTro4NCIeHHEIE TUTIOTE3H U (paHTa3UM IIPOHOCUIIUCH B MO€H T'0JIOBE, HO S Pellinyia OTJIOKUTh UX
BCe B CTOpPOHY. [IpuIio BpeMs UCII0Ih30BaTh BCe, UTOOH 00MaHyTh PatikaHa. f mosxkHa Oblia
BBRITJISIIETh KaK HecUaCTHAs [EeBYIIKa, KOTOpas He MOTiia OBITh CBsI3aHa C PalikaHOM, ITO9TOMY TaKast
cutyauus Oblyia Hen30exkHa.

OH GeccuIbHO 3acMesycs, Kak 0yaTo 3abb1 000 BceM U CKa3all:

- f1 Toxe 3TO mpencTaBiAn. UTo, ecnu GBI TH He ObIZIa HEBECTOM Moero OpaTta, HO 3TO BooOpaxkeHue, a
He PeasibHOCTh. 3HAYHUT, THl TOBOPHIIh, YTO OTKA3KIBACLILCS OT MEHS?



He 3Haro, IMo4YeMy 3TH CJIOBa BO3HHUKIIM MEXKOY «OPY3bAMH», HO 4 UX HE OTPHUIlalIa.

- CnuImKoM TO3THO [JIs Hac IepepacTaTh B HOBBIE OTHOIIEHUS. Y Bac, HAaBepHOe, yKe eCTh JIo0uMast
IeBYIIKa, - CKa3asa s, Iogpa3yMeBasi BoeHHY.

Huskuii, TuXuif, HO YUCTHIM ronoc. K cyacTeio, To0C 3By4ast Kak IIemnoT, Kak OyATo ero He
nokoJie6asy SMOLUY.

B aTOT MOMeHT s Gbiyia GaromapHa 3a TO, YTO CMOTJIA TPABUIILHO MepefaTh PalikaHy To, 4TO S UMela
B BUy. PaHbIle s 4yBCTBOBasla ce0sl HeClipaBeIMBO U He MOIJla CKa3aTh HU cJioBa. [laxe Korga
Kpruasa, ToKa y MeHs He HauKWHaJio 00JIeTh TOPJIo, I HUYEro He MOrJjla CKa3aTh IIPaBUJIBHO.

4 oueHB XOPOIIIO IOMHIO, YTO PatikaH cka3ai 00 3ToM gHe. IMeHHO Torha TeHb Ha
nutie Paiikana u3Menunack. OH Havall U3BUHSTHCS IEPENO MHOM, OYITO €T0 JT0KHO OOBUHSIIH.

- Heyxenu 9T0 medCTBUTEILHO U3-3a 3TOro? Thl OBIJIa pacCTPOEHa, TOTOMY YTO S OTI037aJl C OTBETOM?
4 ckazan Tebe. TpygHO celiuac maxe XKuTh B IMriepaTopckoM aBopiie. TpynHO maThk Tebe
OOHO3HAYHLINA OTBET.

OH OBTOPUII CJIOBa, CKa3aHHLIE UM pPaHee, U IPUKPHIT POT pyKou. Ero mercTBus, CBI3aHHEIE C
nepexXrBaHueM, ObIJTM 0UEHDb PEATUCTUYHBIMU. Ero clierka IpPUKPHITHE BEKU POXKalu, Kak
TpemneLlylire KPLIIbgd CTPEKO3h], @ pyKa, 3aKphIBaBIas €ro poT, Apoxkasa. OH CJI0BHO CHepKUBal
KPHK.

Ho a JIy4iie BCeX 3Hal0, YTO 3TOT B3TrJIAO — JI0ZXKb.

- Ja. MHe oueHb Xanb. d Oonbiie He Oyay Bac OECIIOKOUTS.

Korpa st HanmpaBuiach K BHIXOAy, PaiiKaH mOCHemI MeHs oiMaTh. Y MeHs He Oblio BEIOOpa, KpoMe
KaK CMOTPETh Ha HETO, XOTS 5 He XO0Tella BUAETh €T0 C TaKOW Ype3MepHOM UT'POH.

['ma3a PaiikaHa 3aMeTHO ApPOXKajK, Kak Oy[ATO MOKa3kBas Ype3MepHoe u3MeHeHue HacTpoenus. OH
Bes cebst He Tak, Kak pPaHbllle, a pyKa, AepKaBiIas MeHs, JpoxkKaja, Kak OyJTo OH HeHCTBUTEILHO
YOUBHUIICS MOUM [I€HACTBUSIM.

- [Touemy, Katipa? Briio 111 T0KbI0 TPOCUTH MEHS OBITH C TOOOM, ecy OBl TH pa3opBajla IIOMOJIBKY?

4 mocMoTpea MpsiMO Ha HETo0 ¥ OTBETHUJIA.

- 970 OblyTa MeYTa, KOTopas Obiyia B MpouuioM. MeuTa, KOTOPYIO BEI HUKOTHA OO0JbIIIe HE HOMKHEI
BCIIOMUHATh.



Torga st He 3a6blyta 3a6paTh €ro PyKY C CBOET0 3aMsICThe U C TPYCTHHIM BHIPaXKEHUEM JTHIA
OTBEPHYJach OT HETO.

He ocraHaBnuBasich, S MOCIeENINIa K IBEPH, Bedyleil B OaHKeTHLIN 3ai1. KaxXawi pas,

Korma PaiikaH cMOoTpen Ha MeHsI, KaXabli pa3, Koraa g fepkalia ero 3a pyKy, ObU10 XKyTKo. MHe
OBLITY TPOTHBHBI YXMBUISIOIIMECS T'71a3a, COOTa3HUTENIbHEIE YIBIOKY U TOT Ke PalikaH, Korfia OH
IIenTas MHe (asbIIuBEIe CJI0BA JIIOOBHU B IIPOILITIOM.

MeHs pa3ppazaia pa3Hulla B CTaTyce, KOToOpasi He MOTJjla CPaBHUTBLCS C 3TUM OECCTHIIHBIM JIUIIOM, U
HACTOSIIMM, KOT{Ia MHE IIPUXOAUIOCH HeHCTBOBATh JIOKHO. ITO S 3aCTaBUIIa apUCTOKPATOB
IpU3HATh PalikaHa, KaK HACJIEOHOTO IIPUHIA B MPOIIIOM.

"Koro erte s 0yqy BUHUThL B CBOEM TJIYIIOCTH, €CJIM KoTaja cebe MOTHITy CBOMMHU XKe pyKamu?"

OO6BUHSS Ce6ﬂ, g 6HCTpO OTKDGEIJIa OBEPEL B OaHKETHBIH 3aJl. Hpe}KJIe, 4eM yCIiejla ITI09YBCTBOBATH
TEIIJIO OTallInBaeMOrI0 3ajla, Ha3Ha4YeHHadaA rOPHUYHaAsA BbeHHHI TOIOIIIa KO MHE, KaK 6YJITO XKpaana.

- Munenu, Mucc BbeHHa HIIET Bac.

[Toka 51 cMOTpesia Ha Hee 6e3 oTBeTA, TOPHHUYHA4A IMOCIEITHO CKJIOHWIIa I'OJIOBY.

- I3-3a TOT0, YTO 3[ECH CIIMIUIKOM MHOT'0 B3TJISIHOB JII0fei, ObII0 6Bl TPYOHO Pa3roBapuBaTh C BAMU
3[IeCh, TO3TOMY OHa IIOTIPOCHIIa MEHS MPUTIACUTh BacC B APYTYI0 KOMHATY.

YBuneB 0eCIOKONHYIO TOPHUYHYIO, XOTEJIOCh 3aCMESTHCS.

Ona o4yeHb X0TeJla, YTOOH ee Ha3klBajd BheHHa fie Opf{e, HO 3TOMY He OBLIO CYXKOEHO CIIy4YHUTCA.

"Kak oHa? BreHHa mo/TKHa, HaBepHOe, OLITh B OeIIeHCTBe".

Ona HuKOrHa OBl He MPOMOJIYaia O CBOeHM MMYHOCTH. S MOTJIa CKa3aTh, HACKOJILKO CBAap/IMBOM ObIa
BeHa, mpocTo B3TJISIHYB Ha OeqHY0 TOPHUYHYIO. BEIZIO Beceso mpoCcTo IPeaCcTaBuTh, KaK OHA 3/TUTCS U
He 3HaeT, YTO Jie/laTh B 3TOM CUTyaluu. PaliKaH 3aCTaBUI MEHS I'PYCTUTh, a TEIePh S NOJIKHA
yBUMETh BheHHY, 4TOOH YCIIOKOUTh CBOE CEPAlle U IOJHITh HAaCTPOEHHUE.

- I'me oHA? - KOTHa 5 3amajia BOIPOC, KaK HY B 4eM He GBIBAJI0, TOPHUYHAS OBICTPO OTJISIIENach U
IIPOILENTaja MHe.

- Ona Bomiia B Oygyap.

- [ToxanyiicTa, BO3bMU Ha ce0s1 MHUIIMATUBY ¥ IIPOBOU MEHS.



- A? [Ia!

C papocThio, 3a/IMBaBILIey ee JIUI0, II0CIefoBala 3a Her. Korpa g Bollyla BHYTph, BbeHHa cTydasa 1o
CTOJIy ¥ pyrajia CBOUX TOPHUYHBIX.

- §1 ckasarna Tebe MPUHECTHU YTO-TO Tomo6HOoe? XomogHoe! [IpuHECH MHe YTO-HUOYAb IOJTHOE JIbaal

B 3ane u BIIPABOY OBIITO KapPKO, TaK 4YTO XOTEJIOCh BEIIIUTH ‘-Iel"O-HI/Iﬁy,D;b XOJIOJHOT 0.

¢ Tak XOpOoIIIo 3Hasa, YTO OHa OyIeT YyYBCTBOBATh, HO MIPUTBOPHUIACH, UTO HUYETO He 3Halo.
IIOAOIIlIa K HEeX U CIIpoCcua:

- BbeHHa, MHe CKa3asl, YTO TH 3Bajia MeHs. [ToueMy Thl 3MUIIbCs? [OpHUYHEIE B UeM-
TO MIPOBUHUIIUCEL? - CIIPOCHIIA 51 C (HANIBIIKMBLEIM BEIPAZKEHKUEM JINIIA, IT0-BHINMOMY,
O4YeHL 00eCIIOKOSHHEIN.

4 mocMoTpena Ha C/Iy?KaHOK, ¥ OHU OBICTPO BHIIIIN U3 KOMHATHL.

[Ipu aToMm B3rngae BbeHHA IOCMOTpEsia Ha MEeHS, U IIOMOPIIUIIach.

- Tel TOBOpHIIL MHE, YTO He 3Haelrh? CecTpa, ToYeMy ThHl TOBOPUIIL UHavye? Tebe cienoBano
IIpenCcTaBUTh MeHd Kak BreHHa e Opue! d gymara, Tl IO3BOJIUIIL MHE IIPUCOEOUHUTHCS K CEMBE.

BreHHa u3n1Ia CBOM CJIOBa, laXke He B3[JOXHYB. 3aTeM OHa IIOCMOTpeJia Ha MeHSs, TSIKeJIo [blia, Kak
OynTo 3ambixanack. f BHyTpeHHe 3acMesiyiach Haj ee BhIpakeHUeM JIuila, TIOCKOIbKY OHO
COOTBETCTBOBAJIO MOUM OXKHIAHUSIM. BHIJIO TaK JIETKO HaTh 3apaHee IMOAr0TOBJIEHHEIE OTBETH Ha
OXKHUIaeMble BOIIPOCH. f1 cella PSOOM C Hed U C TOPbKOM YIBIOKOM, OMYCTHIIA B3TJISI BHU3.

- Ecte npuyvHa, BreHHa. [lyMalo, s pacCcTarocCh.

XoTst 3TO He OBLT IPSIMO¥ OTBET, OHA CIIPOCHUIIA, KaK OYATO cpa3y MOHSIA O YeM si.

-4to? O gyem Tl roBopuib? O pa3priBe? C Ero BreicouectBoM BTOPEIM IIPUHIT?

A cunvHO cXKana 1"y'6BI, COEeIInB PYKH BMeCTe U KPEIIKO CXKaJla UX, YTOOBI BRITITIAOETH 2KaJIKO.

- [la. { He 3Ha10, YTO ciyuusocs, HO Ero Benuuectso no3sonuin Ero BeicouectBy Bropomy [Ipunny
PacTOPTHYTH IOMOJIBKY CO MHOM.

- ...? Kakoe 3TO ©UMeeT OTHOILIEHNE K TOMY, YTOOHI S HE CTajla YJIeHOM CeMbH? f CIIpocuiia, moueMy
TH He IIPeACTaBulIa MEeHS KakK 4jaeHa cembu Opue?



B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, KaK GYJITO MOS CUTyallud HE UMeJla OTHOIIEHUA K OeJIy, OHa CIIPalllBalla TOJIEKO O
CBOHX COOCTBEHHEBIX 00CTOSITEILCTBAX. S T'OPBKO YJ'IBIGHY.TIaCb, IIOOHSAJIA B3rJisAO U IIOCMOTpPEJIa Had HEe.

- Pa3Be THI He 3Haews? [IpuunHa, o KoTopor Ero BenuuecTBo NpsiMO YIIOMSIHYJI O Pa3phiBe, B TOM,
YTO OH Hemomo0nmuBaeT Mapku3a Opue. YTo, eC/u ThI CTAHEIh YJIeHOM TaKOM CeMbu?

BbeHHa He MorIa faxe MOPTHYTH, €€ I'jia3a MKUPOKO OTKPHIINCE, KOT'lda OHa CMOTPEJIa Ha MEHA. byl
HEXHO B34JIa PYKY BreHHH U MOTNIaguiia ee 1Mo ThITbHOU CTOPOHE JTaJOHH.

- Ho aTo K ny4memy, uyto ITsSTEIM IPUHI] C UHTEpPeCcOM Ha Te0si CMOTPHUT, - CKa3asa .

- Yro THI uMeelns B BUAy? [14TEIM IPUHL CKa3all, 4YTO YyBCTBYET YTO-TO KO MHE?

- Ia. Ero BeicouecTBO HECKOJIBKO pa3 cupairuBal o Tebe. Eciu aToro Tebe Maso, 94To OBl 3TO elre
MOTJIO OBITE?

I'maza Ioa ee MIMPOKO OTKPBITEIMUA BEKAMU OAPO2KAJIK KaK CyMacCIleqIine OT 2KaJHOCTH.

- Trl 6ymemts ¢ IIateiM [TpunuemM, BreHHa.

- Byny c ... Ho cectpa. Kak g mory 65Th ¢ ETo BricouecTBOM, KOrfia y MeHsI HU4ero HeT?

HenoBkast urpa BbeHHBI, Ka3aJIoCh, 3aCTaBKUJIa MEeHs 3acMesThCs. I1oxoxke, OHa He 3Hajla, KaK Tenephb
BBITJIIIUT ee JUI0. KTo OBl MOT B 3TO IIOBEPUTH, KOTMIa OHA y2Ke pelluyia, YTO CTAaHEeT HEBECTOH, C
(hanbIIMBEIM CMUPEHUEM Ha JIUIE.

Kak 6YI[TO S HE 3HaJld, 9YTO OHA BCe IIOHMMAET, KUBHYJId XU CHOBA IIOTJIaJHJIa II0 €€ PYKe.

- Koneuno, T 1 Ero BricouecTBo ITsThiit ITpuHII elle He B KaKUX-TMO0 OTHOIIEHUSX, HO OH BITIOOJIEH
B Te0s. Tak 4TO 9TH OTHOIIEHUS yKe CYLeCTBOBa/IM [I0 TOTO, KaK THI IOCTUTJIa CBOETO
COBEPIIEHHOIETUS.

BbeHHa CTJIOTHYyJa CIIOHY U IIOCIENIHO 000 BCeM CIIPOCHIIA.

- Ho kak xke TeI?! - 3T0 GBI T'0JIOC, HATIOJTHEHHKIM TPEBOTOH.

- 4 Oyny psmoM co BTopsIM IpHHIIEM.

CKka3zaB Tak, 1 CO3HATeJIbHO BCTajla ¥ MEeJIEHHO Iar"dyiia.



- 4 He mory naputh ¢ Ero BeicouectBoMm IlsiThim [IpuHIlEM, Kak paHblile. d codupaioch nepxkaTh
[OUCTAHIIMIO OT Hero. Tak uTo nyyiue Tebe ocTaThes ¢ [IaThiM [TpuHIIEM BMECTO MeHs, - fobaBuia 5.

Korpa s 3akoH4Ynna, BbeHHa BCTana U CXBaTUIla MeHS 3a PYKYy.

- CecTpa, 5 3HAI0, YTO TH UMEEIb B BUTY.

- Da. B Hacrosiiiee BpeMs TeOe MOXKeT ObITh HEYJOOHO, IIOTOMY YTO TH AEBYIIKA U3 CeMbU OapPOHOB.
Ho nocmotpute B Oygyiree. T cTaHeIIb IPUHIIECCOH!

- Tel IIpaBa, cecTpa, - BbeHHa 0TBETHUIa YBEPEHHO.

9710 6b17T0 0YeHb TPOCTO. Kak ObI yOemuTenbHO S 3TO HU CKa3asa, ee OBII0 JIETKO OH0JIETh.
B03M02KHO, 3TO M3-3a TOTO OTHOIIEHHSI, KOTOPOT'0 s MPUAEPKUBAJIACh, TO3TOMY BheHHA Tak JIETKO
IIOBEpHUJIa MOUM CJIoBaM. [I0TOMYy YTO MMEHHO S B IIPOIIJIOM CTaBuIa BheHHY Ha ITepBOe MEeCTO |
nenesina ee 00JbIe, YeM KTO-THUO0 APYTOH.

- HOBepb MHe. Bce IIOJIy4YHUTCHA. Kak ckasan oTell, Mbl BEIb CECTDPHI, - CKa3aJla 1 HEXKHO, Kpelrdye
CXHUMas PYKHU BreHHEI, C (I)aJ'IBH.II/IBBIM BEIPpA2KEHHEM JIUIIA.

- BepHo, cecTtpa.

Korpa oHa oTBeTHIa Ha MOU CJIOBa PanoCTHBIM JIMIIOM, 4 YCIIBIIIATId CTYK.

- [Tomoxkmu. Y MeHsI eCTb KOe-4TO, TO YTO s IPUTOTOBUIA [JIsI TeOs.

- O yeM THI cecTpa?

4 oTnyctuna pyky BoeHHBI ¥ OTKPHITIA OBEPb. 3a OBEPhI0 CTOSIM TOPHUYHbIE, KOTOPHIE KAl MOETO
IpUKa3a.

- [ToxanyiicTa, 3aHeCUTe 3TO BHYTPE.

B pykax ofHO# U3 CIyKaHOK OBIIO MIaThe, KOTOPOe IpKcian MHe Paikad. OHO GBITIO CHeTaHo Kak
Habop C 0IekmoH, KOTOPYIO HOCHUII CerogHs caM [TSTHIN ITPUHIIL.
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