I'nmaBa 372. A ecnu g CKaxy, 4TO TH CBUHBA? Thl IOBEPUIIL B 3TO?

13w E ocTanoBuace B 3ane. OHa C TPEBOTOM OTJISIIBIBAIACH IO CTOPOHAM, CJIOBHO PEOEHOK, KOTOPHIH
IIOJIYYUJI U3BECTHE OT POAHBIX, KOTAA y2Ke IIOTEPSII BCAKYI0 HafleKay.

«BTopas cecTpa, TH [0oIKHA OLITH 371€Ch. BHIXOOU U BCTPETHCS CO MHOM.» ['omoc I3k E ObLT MSATKUM,
HO PEIIUTEIbHEIM.

«C TOro MOMEHTA, KaK 5 BEpHYJach CIOfa, s cpa3y IOHSAJa, YTO 3[4eCh BCe CIIUIIKOM 3HAKOMO.
HeBaxHo, OBLIM 3TO MOU CECTPHI N APYyrue 6eCCMEePTHEHIE, BCE OHU BRITJIAASAT TaKkKe, KaK KOTa-To
B npouuioM. O4eBUAHO, YTO OHU BHITJISIAEIA MHaUYe, KOT[la UX 3aledaTanu. ITO Bedb TH BCe
M3MEHHJIa, He TaK JIU?»

BOprT Hee OBLJIA JIUIIL THIIMHA.

«CTOJBI, CTYJIbS ¥ APYTHE BeIllld BOKPYT, BCe Kak paHble. O6 yBIeYeHUSX HAIIIMX CECTEDP, BPOOE UTPHI
Ha LIUTPe Y IIePBOM CECTPHI UJIU UTPHl Ha JIIOTHE Y YeTBEPTOM CECTPHI, 3Ha/a TONbKO TH. TH IIpHBea
MX K TOMY COCTOSIHHMIO, KOTZla OHM OblIM Hambosee c4acT/IUBHL.» MemneHHo npou3Hecna L[3wt E. OHa
He 3Hasla, Oblna 11 37ech ee cecTpa. Co CTOPOHH Ka3aloCh, YTO OHA pa3roBapHBaeT cama C COOOM.

«$1 TaKOM OCTaBHJIa CBOIO IIMWUIbKY B IBepH. THl 3a0paja ee, He Tak nu? {1 3Hai0, YTO 3TO OBIIA THI.
Ecnu TH 3meck, noueMy Tebe Tak TPYOHO BHIUTH U ITOTOBOPUThH CO MHOM ?»

Korpa oHa goroBopuia, ee MUI0 3acTei0. OHa BHE3AMTHO TPEBPATHIIACh B Ky4Y JIUIOBHIX JIUCTHEB U
ucyesna. Korma oHa mosiBuack BHOBb, OHA OBIIa yKe Ha IIaTGopMe, PaciojIoKeHHOH Ha KPHILIe
TIaBUJIbOHA.

3mech CTosiIa IeBYIIKAa B OPaHXKEBOM IIaThe. [10 ee HEKHOMY TTUITY KaTUJTUCh OB CTPYUKH cre3. Ha
KOHIIE ee IIJIaThs ObIIa JIEHTA, I0X0XKas Ha XBOCT, KOTOPHIM pa3BeBaJiCs Ha HOYHOM BeTpy. OHa
BBITJIZIE]IA TAK, CJIOBHO €e MOTJIO CAYTh BETPOM B JII000H MOMEHT.

ITo cpaBHenwuto ¢ LI3H E, oHa Ka3anack ele 60ee 3pesiol, pacCyaIuTeTbHOM, X0JIOIHON U
3JIETAHTHOMH.

113w1 E HeMenieHHO oOpapoBanack. OHa YOUBIEHHO BOCKIIMKHYa: «BTopas cectpa!»

Bropas cectpa nocmoTpesna Ha 13wl E. Ee ria3a 6b111 HamonHEHH 1I000BbI0 M HEKHOCTHIO.
«CembpMasi CeCTpa, TH TaK CHUJIbHO BeIpocia! Tl axke o0Bela MeHs BOKPYT Iasblal»

«Bropas cecTpa, ecnu TH He Obljla 3alledaTaHa, I0YeMy TH He Halllyla MeHs?» L[3bl E mocMoTpena Ha
BTOPYIO CECTPY, YyBCTBys 00uny. Ee rna3a ObLIM IOJTHEI COMHEHUMN.



BTopas cecTpa nokavasa roJIoBOM ¥ B3MOXHYJA. «['yTMHIIIKa, HY ¥ YTO C TOTO, YTO MBI BCTPETUMCS?
MHe 1oBe3J10, YTO S BpeMs OT BpeMeHu Mory mpuxoguth B Hebecurle UepToru. f He MOTy HUKAK
B3aKMMO[IeICTBOBATh C BHELTHUM MHUPOM, 4TOOH U30€eKaTh HEIIPUSATHOCTEN. »

3s1 E npogonxkumna paccupoc: «I'me T &Kujia BCe 3TU TOABI?»

BTopas cectpa Ha MrHOBeHUe 3akojebanack. OHa cka3ana: «f Obla... C UMIepaTPHUIen.»

«MMmneparpuiia Toxke 3meck?» LI3b E Onina ynusneHa. «I1ogoxau, S He 3To UMeJa B BUAY. A xo4dy
CKa3aTh, UMIepaTpula elle xusa? HeT, 1 He 3TO UMena B BULY...»

«Bce xopotiio, s1 moHMMa.» BTopas cecTpa rmokadasa I'ojIoBoX U yNbIOHynack. «MMmepaTpua u
MMIIepaTop Bo BceM ciymianuck [Ipengka [Tao. [IoCKOIBKY OHM COBEPIIXIIA MHOTO HOOPHIX eI, OHU He
MOTJIM TIoTIacTh B Oexy. Ho uM 3ampelreHo MOKUAaTh TO MECTO, TIe OHU HaXOOSTCS.»

113w1 E mpukycumna ry0y u ckazaja: «4 yxke BcTpedanack ¢ UMmepaTpuileit Xoy-Ty ¥ MHOT'0€ y3Hasa o
BenuKoU KaTactpode. IIpemok [Tao...»

«Xoportmo. IToxoxe, 3a BCeM 3TUM CKPBITEI CBOM TAMHBI, HO HUYET0 He TOBOPH 00 3TOM.» BTopas
cecTpa npepsana ee. «Mos ucTuHHas hopMa - 6e33a00THaAs TpaBa. MMmepaTpuila HaMepPeHHO
cIiacjia MeHsI, 4TOOBI ST 0OCTaBasIaCh C Hel ¥ IoMoriia 3a0bITh 0 nevand. O4eBUAHO, YTO OHa OO0JIbIIe
He X04eT BMEIINBAThCS B 9TO [EJ0.»

«Kaxkue erte TatHBI?»

«f1 He 3Haw0. Ho s cibllIana OT UMIEePaTPHUIIE], YTO MUP pe3Ko uaMmenuncs. Y Ilpengka [1ao He OvII0
BBIOOpA.»

1136 E He cTasna 3al[MKIMBaTLCS Ha IIOBEPXHOCTHHIX Bolipocax. OHa cKa3ana: «BTtopas cectpa, maBau
nogymMaeM o crioco6e. Bo3aMoxkHO, HaM He MOTPedyeTcsi MHOTO BpeMeHHU, YTOOb BOCCTaHOBUTD
Heb6ecHrie YepToryu, IOCKOIBKY ¥ HAaC €CTh UMIIEpaTpHUlia.»

Ee rmnaza 61ectenu oT BO30ykOeHUs. A ee TOI0C OBIT IIOJIOH HageXK/Ihl.

«Takast HeBuHHas. Kak 3T0 MoxKeT OBITh Tak IIPOCTO?» BTopast cecTpa C ropeybio IToKavasa TOJI0BOM.
Ona ckazana: «TeM He MeHee, Te0Oe yanoch BHOBb OTKpPHITh HebecHile YepToru. {1 Oblyia yoUBIEHA.
Kak Tebe 3T0 ygamocb?»

«BTopas cecTpa, a TH yKe 3Haelllb, 4YTO 3arpoOHBIN MUP ObLI TOTHOCTHIO BOCCTaHOBNIEH? Bece moToMy,
YTO MBI BCTPETHIIM 9KCIIEPTA.»

«ITonmHOCTHIO BOCCTAHOBJIEH?» BTOpas cecTpa HaxMypuiachk. «3TO HEOXUOAHHO.»



113wl E npopomnxuna. Kak 6yaTo oHa Oblia peOeHKOM, KOTOPHIM ITOKa3kiBajl CBOM COKPOBUINA
CTapIIMM, OHa CKa3aja 3arajoyHbIM TOHOM: «BTopas cecTpa, Thl He MOIy4asa MepCuKu 6eccMepTus,
[IOKa XKWja C UMIepaTpuLen?»

Bropas cecTpa mokauana rojmoBor. OHa He BeiIepzKaJjla U 3aKaTula ria3a, raans Ha LI3s E. «Tw
OyMaelllb, YTO BpeMeHa He U3MEeHUNIUCh? MHorre HeOeCHBIe paCTeHUs OB 3apaXKeHbl HEYUCTOTaMU
u oru6u. 3auem oHU Tebe? He MoXKeIh KOHTPOJIMPOBATh CBOU JKEJTaHUS ?»

113wl E yneiOHYyIachk 1 0TBeTUNa: «Y MeHs BCerga JOCTaTOYHO HebGeCHBIX pacTeHu. Bo3aMoxkHO, 9T0
THl He MOXKEeIIIb KOHTPOJIMPOBATh CBOU XKEeTaHUsA?»

Bropas cecTpa moTtepsina fgap peuu. «MHe KaXKeTcs, YTO THI elllb Jake BO CHe.»

«Xaxaxa, BOT, 9T0 ayist TeOs1.» Yneioka L3k E pacTsiHynach fo yiiei.

Ona BHE3aIlHO [J0CTaJlla alejibCUH U IPOTSHYJIa ero CBOeu CeCTpe.

«YT0 910? Annenbcun?» BTropas cecTpa cierka Haxmypusiaack. OHa NpuUHsIa alelbCuH CO CTPaAHHBIM
JIALIOM. «JTOT amesibCUH... X0Uelllb CKa3aTh, YTO 3TO AYXOBHBIU IIJIOA?»

OHa ounCTHa alebCUH OT KOXYPH ¥ YBU[EJa, YTO alleJIbCHH OBIT YUCTEHIINM, CJIOBHO HedpuT, 6e3
BCAIKMX npuMecel. Kaxpmas monbka Oblla uaeanbHOro pa3mepa. Ero Bup Obll Ny4ile, 4eM y PPYKTOB
u3 HebecHbix YepTOTOB.

«AnenbCUHE JeNCTBUTEIIBHO MOXKHO BEIPACTUTh MOT0OHEIM 00pa3oM?» BTopas cecTpa
IIOYYBCTBOBaJa, YTO y3HaJla YTO-TO HOBOE.

OHa Me[JIeHHO OTefuIa JOJIbKY U 3JIeTaHTHO II0JI0XKUJIa ero B poT. OHa OCTOPOXKHO IIpOXKeBasa, He
pasxuMasi ryo.

BwmecTe ¢ nerkum YKyCOM HEeXHBIM COK BBIPBAJICA HAPYXKY, 3aTPOHYB Ka}KJIBIfI YT'OJIOK €€ DTa.

B KoHIle KOHIIOB, 30JI0TUCTAs XKUAKOCTh IIOTEKJIa U3 YroJiKa ee r'y0, HO y Hee He ObIJI0 BpeMeHHU
BLITEPETE €e€.

Bce u3-3a TOro, 4TO KUCJI0-CIAafKUY BKYC B30pBajICd y Hee BO PTY. Yy[eCHBIM BKYC, COYETAOLIUY B
cebe HeXHYIO CIIaflOCTh U JIETKYI0 KUCIUHKY, IPOOYONUI ee BKyCOBble perenTopsl. OHa Ha MTHOBEHUE
noTepsina CoCOOHOCTh JyMaTh.

«9TO... 3TO HAa CaMOM [ieJie... IyXOBHBIM GPYKT? M OH TaKoi BKyCHBEIU?» Ee rima3a pacimpunuck. OHa
He cTaja OpaTh HOBBIE JOJIBKH, MEIJIEHHO CMaKys yKe CheJeHHBIN KyCOUeK.



XoTsa IepCuKun 6eCCMepTI/IH OBIIH IIpoCTO BOJIIIIEOHBIMU (l)pYKTaMI/I, OHHU JaXKe 0/IM3KO0 He MOTIJIH
CPABHUTHCA C 3TUM arnenbCuHOM!

OTKpOBEHHO T'OBOPSI, OHA MPOXKHUTIA Y2Ke 0YeHb [ONTYI0 XKU3Hb, HO ellle HUKOrha He mpoOoBaia
HACTOJIBKO BKYCHYIO €y. TO OCBEKHUJIIO €€ IIPefiCTaBIeHNE O XOPOIIeH efie.

13w E HaOmomama co cTOpoHHL. BTopast cecTpa Bcerga Oblyla CIIOKOMHBIM Y€JIOBEKOM C XOJIOMHBEIM M
37IeTaHTHHIM TeMIepaMeHToM. L3kl E mymara, 4To oHa CMOXKeT YBHUOETh, KaK OHa IOTEPSET
camoo0agaHue, a OHA 3alIUIIET 3TO C ITIOMOIIBIO 3aMMCHIBAIONIET0 COKPOBUINA U B JalbHEHIIIEM
CMOXKeT IIaHTaXkUPOBaTh ee 3TUM. IMeHHO IT03TOMY... OHa Oblla BeChMa pa3odapoBaHa.

OpmHako To, 4TO ee 0OBIYHO 3JIeTaHTHAsA CecTpa Beja cebst momoOHEIM 00pa3oM, yKe HarjsmaHO
IEeMOHCTPHPOBAJIO, HACKOILKO BOIIIEOHBIM OBIJT alleIbCHH.

BTopas cecTpa mocMoTpesia Ha 3alKCHBAOIIYIO XKeMUyKUHY B pyKe LI3el E u GHICTPO BHICYHYIIa
SI3BIK, YTOOBI CJTM3aTh OCTATKM coKa ¢ ry6. OHa cmpocuia: «UTo TH Jelaelrb?»

«Hudero, mpocTo mpoBepsio, paboTaeT U elre 3Ta 3alKchiBaolas xeMuyxuHa.» LI3wl E ¢
OeccTpacTHEIM JTUI[OM yOpaJia 3aliCHIBAIOIIyI0 KEMUYKUHY.

BTopas cecTpa cupocuiia Cepbe3HbIM TOHOM: «OTOT alleNIbCUH... fal Tebe 9KCIepT, 0 KOTOPOM THI
yIoMuHana?»

«Bepno.» 1131 E xuBHYyna. ITocne 3Toro oHa cka3ana C BOJIHEHUEM B rojyoce: «Bropas cectpa,
9KCIIEPT HEBEPOSITHO MOTYIIeCTBeHeH. Ero cuia npocTo 3a mpefenaMu TBOero BooOpaxeHus. 5
YyBCTBYIO, YTO €CJIM MBI Oy/IeM XOPOIIO CIyKHUTh €My, MBI CMOXKEM IIOJIyYUTh BCE, YTO 3aXOTUM!»

XO0po110 CIyXKuTh emy? ITonyduM Bce, 9YTO 3aXOTUM?

Btopas cectpa nocmotpena Ha 113wl E gpyrum B3rnamgoM. «Tel mony4una 3TOT anelbCuH, KOraa
CIIyXKHuJia eMy?»

113w E KUBHYA.

«Most HeBUHHAs IeBOYKa.» BTopas cecTpa ¢ x)anocThio mmornaguia 13w E mo ronose. OHa Onina
II0JIHA SMOITUM.

910 OBl ceMb Peit. OHM He OBUIM HACTOSIIUMU J0YepsIMU uMIepaTpullbl. X Bcex ymouepunu. Tem
He MeHee, KOI7ia-To OHU OblIu 6eCCMepPTHHIMYU BBICOKOTO paHTa, MPEeKPaCHBIMU 1 3JIeTaHTHBIMU. X
Ha3bIBaId OOTUHSIMU.

Y Bce Xe, CeIbMOM CECTPe IPUIIIOCE... IPUCITYKUBATh MYKUKMHE 3@ alleJIbCUH.



XOTs... 9TOT aleIbCUH Ha CaMOM JeJie OBIJT U3BICKAHHBIM COKPOBHILIEM.

[TomymaB 06 3TOM, OHa II0JIOXKHKJIA B POT €llle OfIHY [OIbKY arebChHa.

«AX ma, HaCKOJIbKO 5 TOMHI0, HeGecHble YepTory JOMKHE OBIIM OXPAHSTh ABa 30JI0THIX
BeccmeptHEix Hano. Ouu goctaBuiu Te6e Ipo6IeMEI?»

«He mpocTo mocraBunu npobnemMel. OHM Ha3bIBAIKd MeHS HUYTOXKECTBOM U XOTEJIH CXBaTUTh.» L3kl E
ynbiOHynack. «OgHAKOo, OHU ObLIM B30pBaHH (eliepBepKaMu.»

Bropas cectpa 3acteina. «®erepsepkaMu? YTo 310?»

3wl E ckazarna: <<Cnymaf1 BHMMATETBHO, S BCe Tebe pacCCKaxy...»

B TO Xe Bpems.

HOxHoe Mope.

Ao ®3H ¢ MpayHEIM BHUIOM JIETEJI B CBOEH OpakoHbel (hopMe. Bckope oH moOpancs mo [Bopia
IpakoHoB FOxkHOT0 MoOpsi, psITOM C KOTOPHEIM CHOBa 00paTHUIICS B YeI0BEKa.

BuyTpu gBopiia coOpanack qoBojIbHA Oosbias rpymmna. OOuH U3 TPUCYTCTBYIOMINX ObIT CTAPUKOM B
yepHBIX ofexkaax. OH BO3TJIaBsn coOpaHue.

YBupnes, uto Ao ®3H BepHYJICS, OH YIBIOHYICS U cupocun: «Ao ®3H, TH BepHyICcA? Kak Bce mpomuuio?
9? A roe cTapeuInHa, KOTOPHIYA COIPOBOXKAA Tebsa?»

Ao O3H HeMeOIeHHO paccTpouincs. «OTel, IPOU3OIIIYA HellpeaBuIeHHbIe n3MeHeH . CTapenIuHa
yKe He BEpHETCS.»

Bce npucyTcTByIOImre HaXMypUIUCh. YIM OBIIO TPYIHO B 9TO MIOBEPUTh. «YTO CIIyUMUIIOCH?»

Ao ®3H oTBeTUI: «A0 FOHDB, KOTOPEIY OBITT OTPaBIEH HaMU, BCe XKe BBHIKHUJI. ITO He [NOIKHO ObIII0
TIOBNTUSITH Ha Pe3y/bTaT, HO... BHE3AITHO BMEIIAINCh HECKOIBKO 30710ThX beccmepTHBIx Tanu. [Jaxe
Mopckoe Oko 651710 3aTPOHYTO. Y3 HET'O HE BHITEKJIO HU KaIlJId BOIHI!»

Crapuk HaxMypuJsics. Bo3HUKIM TpoOIeMbl B TaKO# OTBETCTBEHHBIA MOMEHT?

«Tel BepHYN KeMmuyxkuHH Iy [IpakoHa?»



Ao ®3H gocTan KeMUyXKUHY U yIbIOHyICA. «Jal»

«Xopoio.» CTapuk yneOHYICS U B3HOXHYI ¢ 06yeryenueM. OH cKa3ayl TUXUM I'0OJIOCOM: «B aToM
Oblyia ¥ MOSI BUHa. MHe CllefoBajio OTIIPaBUTh 0OJIbIle JIfofell. B mocnegHee BpeMs CUTyalus
BHe3amHo u3MeHunacs. Jaxe Bragrika JeMoHOB morubd!»

Tonma Orvlna moKupoBaHa. MM OBIJIO TPYIHO B 3TO IOBEPUTE. «Brageika [1eMOHOB MEPTB? ITH
HOBOCTH... MOCTOBEPHBKI?»

Ou 0w11 3ommoTeIM BeccmepTtHEIM [lanmo! He npocTo Kakou-To 00bIYHEIM 3010T0M BeccMmepTHRY [Tamo!
OH OBITT HA MTMKEe CBOEro I[apcTBal

«Kak oH ymep?» CopocCui KTO-TO B 3aMelIaTeNNbCTBE.

Kopons [Ipakonos KOxxHOro Mops nmokavai rojoBou ¥ cKa3ajl: «HUKTO He 3HaeT, Kak OH ymep. I1o
CIyXaM, OH CH[Ie]l Ha CBOEM TPOHe, Koraa morub. [IBa meMoHa, OXpPaHSBIINE €T0 KOMHATY, ObUIH
CXBa4eHHI.»

«MOXHO yMepPeTh faxe Tak?»

«MozXKeT, OH He BhIflepKaJjl IOCIeNHUX Heylay ¥ TOKOHYHUII C COOO0M?»

«Kpome CBsiTOrO0, KTO €l1le CIIocO6eH Ha Takoe?»

«JlagHO, Tenepsk, KOTHa OH MePTB, HaM CTOUT ObITH OCTOpoxkHee. He ymoMmunatite 00 3ToM!» 3asgBun
Koporns [IpakoroB KOxxHOTO MOops. OH cKa3ajl cepbe3HBIM TOHOM: «Temeps, KOrAa MPOU30IUI0 TaK
MHOTO HEOXKUJaHHLIX U3MEHEeHNH, HaM CTOUT OBITh OCTOPOXKHee!»

Bce TyT Xe KUBHYIIU.

Cepaue Ao ®snHa aporayno. OH cka3an: «OTell, g cibiian oT Ao YsHa, 4TO X NPEeoK ellle XKUB.
[lonXKeH 1 1 IPUHATH 9TO BO BHUMaHUE?»

«Xa, gyenyxa!» Koponb [IpakoHoB FOxkHOro Mops nokaydars rojioBoi. «A eciu g CKaxy, 4TO THI
CBUHBS? ThI TOBEPUIIDL B 3TO?»
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