C 3TOM CTOPOHHL.

Xo 1I3uHBSIHb 3aMETHUJI, UTO CTAPUK BHITTISAUT YCTANIBIM, ¥ IIOTyMaJ, YTO 9TO, BEPOSITHO, M3-3a €T0
IIPEKJIOHHOT'0 BO3pacTa, II09TOMY OH He CTaJjl IPOJoJixKaTh 00/ITaTh. BMecTo 3TOro OH CKa3as Jo4uepu
OTBECTH €r0 B KOMHATY [JIs1 TOCTeH Ha BTOPOM 3Taxe.

Xo LI3uHbSIHB He IOLIEJl C HUMU HaBepX, I03ToMYy X0 f0 3aKphljia ABEPb KOMHATHI AJI1 TOCTEH, Kak
TOJBKO OHU BOIIIJIH.

Crapux Bce ellle 37IUJICS U3-3a TOTO, YTO €My OTAa/IM Yal, KOTAa YCIbIIIal, Kak c3afy 3aX/I0IHYJIach
nBepb. OH TyT Ke 00epHYJICA U C OIacKou mocMoTpen Ha Xo flo. — [ToyeMy ThI 3amep Bepb?

Xo flo ckpecTuia pyKyu Ha TPyAU U XOIOOHO ITOCMOTPesia Ha ctapuka. «CTapuk, g faM Tebe ellle OguH
IIaHC TPU3HATHCS».

Ee ronoc 6bls1 MATKUM U 3By4aJl Iyraole.

Crapuk He OXKHUMOAJl, YTO TaKas YBEPEHHOCTbh UCTOYAETCS OT MOIOA0M faMbl. OHa SIBHO CUIIBHO
OTJIMYanach OT TOW WHGOPMAIIMH, KOTOPYIO OH 0 He mony4dusi. OH 0TOPOCUT UHIIUAEHT C YaeM Ha
3aThUIOK U MeJIEHHO IopoLIen K cTyy. OH ceJ, Ipexae 4yeM cKa3all: «Paccka3aTh 0 4eM?»

Xo fo nonaTsiHysa HOTY K CTyNy U ToXe cena. OHa BAPYT Teprnenuso cupocuna: «Kto Te1? [ToueMy ThI
IIpULIE] UCKATh MEHs?

«41 TPOCTO OOMHOKUI CTApHK, KOTOPOMY HY2KeH KTO-TO, KTO I103aboTuTCs 060 MHe. {1 BriOpan Tebs,
TIOTOMY 4TO Tl KPacCUBasi ¥ MUJIasi, — Ha 9TOT pa3 MPSMO CKa3asl CTapHK.

['y6s1 Xo fo mepHynuch. — [lymMaelrb, s KyIUTIOCh Ha 9T0?

— 4 HUYero He MOTY TIOfleJIaTh, €CJIM THl MHE He BepHUlllb. £ BCero Jullh 0€CIIOMOIIHLIM cTapuk. Ecnu
XOYelllb YOapuTh MeHs, Oyob MOUM rocTeM». CTapuK PaBHOAYIITHO 0K IJIeYaMHu.

Xo fo 6eccTpaCcTHO MOCMOTPE Ha CTapyuKa. XOTs OHA 3HaJla, YTO OH IPUTBOPSIETCS, OHA HUYEro He
MOTJ1a C 9TUM IIOfeNaTk.

Or B3rnsima Xo fo Koxa Tol0BEl CTapyiKa HECKOJIbKO oHeMena. OH 3HaJ, 4YTO He HOoJXKeH meperubaTth
TIAJIKy, TO3TOMY OTKAIIJISIJICS U cKa3as: «[louyemy y TeOs TaKoM II0X0oM XxapakTep? Huuero mnoxoro s
He cobupaloch fenaTth. MHE IIPOCTO HY2KHO MEeCTO, YTOOBI OCTAThCSl Ha HEKOTOPOE BPEMS.

— JTrogu 06BIYHO O00OpalaloTCs 3a IOMOIIbI0 TakKuM 00pa3oM? Xo fo ynaeiOHymach.



On IIaHTAaXKKWPOBAJl €€ U 00MaHHBIM IIyTEM IIPDOHUK B €€ JOM.

['nspst Ha Hero, HUKTO He IMoBepu Obl, YTO OH CIIOCOOeH Ha 3TO.

Crapuk ycmexuysncs: «Pa3Be 3To He TBOsI BUHA? Eciu OBl BBl ObUIM HEMHOTO foOpee KO MHe, 51 OBl HEe
IIPUILET CIOfia.

B TOT MOMEHT, KOTT]a OH BCIIOMHUJI, KaK BYepa BeYepoM eJl JIamniny OLICTPOT0 IPUTOTOBIEHUS, OH
pasosnuncs!

Xo 4o x05ogHO oCMOTpes Ha Hero. — OThan yxe.

CTapuK KOCHYJICS CBOET0 HOCA, IIPeXk/e YeM BCTaTh C TOMOIIBI0 CBOEH TPOCTH U HAIIPABUIICS K
KpOBaTH. «5 He X0Uy HAYETO IJI0XOT0 U YHAy Yepe3 HEeCKOJIbKO [HEeH. A MoKa MPOCTO AyMaiTe 060
MHe Kak 0 6e300MHOM CTapuKe, KOTOPOMY Hy2KHA ITOMOIIb».

OH cen Ha KpoBaTh U pacnaxHyn opesno. OH Tuxo mpobopmoTan, He Tisaas Ha Xo Fo. «Bo3MoxkHO,
MBI [laXKe CTaHEeM CEeMbemn».

HecMoTpst Ha CBOY CKBEPHBEIM XapaKTep, CBUPEIbIN XapaKTep U OTCYTCTBUE YBaXKEHUS K ITOXKUJIBIM,
OHa OBlJTa XOPOIIEHBKOM.

OHa Oblnla XOPOIIEHBKOW U MMeJIa IPSIMOIMHENHBIN XapakTep. Hy, eMy mpocTo HpaBUIUChH KpAaCUBLIE
[eTHU.

"ocTtaTo4HO. { mouay cuaTth. CTapuKU He MOTYT JIOKUTHCS CIaTh AONO30Ha». CTapuK 3€BHYII,
mpexie YeM IMOBEPHYTHCS O0OKOM Ha KPOBATH U 3aKPHITh T'/1a3a, YTOOH 3aCHYTh, IIOBEPHYBIIUCH
CcImHOu K X0 fo.

Xo fo 3amomyail.

Bynp To cefiyac unau B MPOLUIOM, OHa HeHaBUieJla CTapUKOB.

Xo flo rny060oKo BOOXHYJIa, IpeXkae YeM BCTaTh U BEIUTH U3 KOMHATHL.

[Tocne TOTO, KaK ABEPH 3aXJIONMHYJIACh, CTAPUK BAPYT OTKPHUI I'/la3a U XUTPO YIIOHYICS. HakoHe-To
OHA IT03BOJIKJIA €My OCTAThLCS 3MeCh!
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