Bo aBope Arnexkc cumen Ha ckaMelke ¢ JIuab CuHYXKY, HaOmiomast, Kak gajieko OT Hero He0o
3aropaeTcsa KpaCHBIM.

— KocTep? — cmpocun Anekc, IoTSruBasi BUHO Ha [WBaHe, paccialiisis TeJo Iocjie TPEHUPOBKH.

"MeuctBuTenbHO. Kpacuso, He Tak nu?" JIuHb CUHYKYU KUBHYIIL.

«IIpocTo myist pa3BiedeHus, oa, 9To KpacuBo. Ho Korga BE 3HAETe, YTO TaM IOTHOJI0 MHOTO JTIOfIEeH,
9TO He TaK».

Ckpurl.

KTo-TO TOJIKHYJI IBEPL UX OBOPa U KUCKAJl UX.

Amnekc B3TJISTHYJT HAJIeBO U YBUMAEN [BYX KEHIIUH, UAYIIUX K HEMY.

«CTHHa, JIIeH».

"Mactep." YunTeBas, 4TO JJJIE€H TOXKE IIPeBpaTUIachk B 3aKOHTPAKTOBAHHOTO 3Beps AleKca, OHa
TakK>Ke Hadajla Ha3hBaTh €r0 X035UHOM.

— 9710 Kaitn? CTuHa B3TJITHYJa Ha BCIIHILIKY B TEMHOM He0e.

"Ma. Tel myMaels, S CIUIIKOM XKeCTOK?" — crpocunl Anekc ¢ mokepdericoMm. «ECTb MHOTO IIOfEH,
KOTOPHIE He UMEIOT K 3TOMY HUKaKOT0 OTHOIIEHUS, HO 5 PEIUTT UX yOUThH».

«Tak MBI ¥ BBIXKMBAJIA BCE 3TO BpeMs. ITO 0OBIYHOE [IeJI0, TaK IT0YeMY 5 JOJIKEH 00 3TOM AyMaTh?»
CruHa 1mokadasa rojioBoii. «4 mpocTo 6narofmapeH, 4yTo Xo3suH 1mo3Bonuit Kainy coenaTs 9TO TONBKO
C IBYMS, KOTOPHIE aTaKyloT peHuKCcOoB. {1 6ymy 4yBCTBOBaThL ce0s1 CTPAHHO, €CJIU BhI IIOIIPOCUTE €T0
YHUYTOXUTD CaM 3TOT MUP».

"Hea." Anekc mokadas rojaoBoH, no6asyss npo cebs. «Eciu s Takoi YelnoBek, s MOT OBl yOUTBH BCeX
IIEMOHOB B 9TOM MUDe, IPeXKe YeM BEPHYThCS B FONMXKYy, IOTOMY 4TO IOCIIe YHHYTOXeHUs [IneMenu
3eneHnix [IpsB0OIOB OyIeT 3aleiCTBOBAHO MHOT'O IEMOHOB.

«B mo6oM ciyyae, moka MacTep B OpsMKe, 1 TOXe B opsinke». CTUHaA KUBHYIIA.

HekoTopoe BpeMsi OH CMOTpeJI Ha BhIpaXkKeHue ee JIulla U TSIKeJo B3ToxXHYT. «B moboM ciaydae,
IaBaiiTe mepeifeM K cienyioilen TeMe. Kak gena, Onnen?»

«Bbrnarogapsl Yuutesto y MeHs IOSBUJICSA BTOPOU IIAHC CHejlaTh 3T0. MaTh TakXkKe paccKa3aja MHE 0



MHOTOM, B TOM 4YHCJie ¥ 00 OTIe. JJIIeH 04eHb 6naronapHa Yuuteno».

Anekc B3noxHyi. 71904 Ha Hee, IpeAblgyIiuy BepxoBHBINM BHE3AIIHO BCIUIBI B €r0 T'0JIOBE, KOT[ja OH
HaxMypHuJj OpOBH.

«Temneps, Korma 51 gyMaio 00 3TOM, MOe TIpexkHee s, TI0X0XkKe, He OTIIPaBIISAIOCh B 3TOT MUp 6e3
npuuuHbl! U BepxHUN Mup, rae s TpeHupoancs 0o Ctaguu bora, 01 TakuM xke. [JoOMKHO ObITh, OH
npenBunen Oyaylee U 3aI03KUJT BCE OCHOBHI.

«BceBrImHMN U ApyTHe HIOOU... [Ipobiema B ToM... ECTh MHOXKECTBO BO3MOXKHOCTEN, BepHO? Kak oH
MOKeT ObITh TaK YBEpeH, UTo 5 MOMay cioma?

'Hert. JlonkeH 1 9 cKa3aTh, YTO UMEHHO II03TOMY S POOUICS Ha 3eMJie Yyepes IATh ThicAY JieT? OH
IOJXKEH 3HATh, YTO €AUHCTBEHHOE MECTO, Kya s Ioefdy, 3To Mup Arapa. M U3 aToro Mupa y MeHs He
OBLJIO APYTOr0 MUPA, B KOTOPBIA MOXKHO OBIIO GBI OTIIPaBUTHCS, KpoMe Mupa Jloceii, BepxHETo Mupa.

«Tenepb Bce uMeeT cMbIc. OH BCe MPOCYHUTAT U 3aJI0KUJI OCHOBY. PaKTHUECKH, 9TO MOTJIO OBITH
IIPUYHHOU TOTO, YTO BCEBHIIIHMM, Ka3aJI0Ch, 0KUIal MOET0 IMpuxoaa. AjeKc 3aMoadal Ha HECKOJIbKO
MUHYT, B OYepPeqHOM pa3 IpPU3HaB ITopaxeHue caMoMy cebe. «f melCTBUTEIbHO He MOTY TPATUTh 3Ty
JKU3HD BIIYCTYIO...»

Anekc ctan HeMHOTO 6osee Bo30yKAeHHEIM, fyMasi 006 9TOM.

"Anekc?!" Jluap CUHYXKY B 3aMellaTe/IbCTBE CKIIOHUIIA TOJIOBY.

«Ax, u3punuTe. Huuero». Ayiekc mokadas rojoBOM, Ipexkfe 4eM IIPOJoIKUTh. «B moboM crydae, s
pap, 4To TH B opsiake, JiieH. He HyKHO 3a00TUTHCS 0 OpeMeHU MOero 3aKOHTPAKTOBAHHOT'O 3BEPS
¥ IIPOCTO XKWBU CBOEH XKM3HBIO CBOOOTHO».

— ITa. MaTh roBopuiia To ke camoe. JJIJIeH yILI0HYIach U MMOKJIOHUIach eMy. — TeM He MeHee, II0Ka
THI 30€Ch, 1 Oyny CIyXuTh TeOe, HACKOIHKO CMOTY.

«Ha maHHBIA MOMEHT, s AyMalo, Te0e ClegyeT YCIIOKOUTh BeCh 3aMOK, IIOTOMY YTO OHU OECIIOKOSITCS
o Tebe».

«Tebe He HyKHO 0eCTIOKOUTHCSA. 1 cHenan 3asBieHne 06 3TOM, U CTapelIInHa, KOTOPHIU IIpuexal ¢
TOOOM, TOMOXKET MHE PACIpPOCTPaHUTh uH(GopPMaIuio. CUTyalusi CKOPO YCIIOKOUTCS... MOXKeT OBITb,
yepes [OBa-TPU THS».

«B TakoM ciy4ae MHe He HyKHO OyIeT BOJIHOBAThCS U HaclaXkAaThCsl IpeObIBaHUEM 3[eCh».

"TloxanyucTa." JJJieH NOJHANIA PYKH, CIIOBHO IIpoBepssd ux. «Ha caMoM ferne, MOl CHJla BEPHYJIach K



BoeBomy Koporto 6arogaps criocobHocTssM Mactepa. M cuma XopoIno KOHCOTUAXPOBaHa. Y MeHs He
MOJI?KHO BO3HUKHYTH ITP061eM ¢ OBICTPHIM ITPOPEIBOM K BoeBoMy MMmepaTopy ¥ BOCCTaHOBIIEHHEM
MOETO IIPeXKHET0 COBEPIIEHCTBOBAHUS. ECNIK 3TO cuia, 1 BEPIO, UTO S Telephb CuiibHee... YTOo X,
TOJIBKO TIOCJIE TOTO, KaK 5 MOCTUTHY 1-3Be3gHoro Boesoro Mimmeparopa, y MeHs OyOeT JOCTaTOYHO
CHJI, YTOOBI TPEB30UTH CAMOT0 Ce0sI».

"3T10 x0poro."

"Crmacu6o."

«Bce-Taku MHE UHTEPECHO, YTO TaM IIPOUCXOOHUT...» AJIeKC 06EPHYJICS ¥ IIOCMOTPEI Ha TOPU30HT.

"Ax! Cnacu mens!"

"V6eit ero! BricTpee!"

"Ataka!"

MHorue BomIM 9X0M pa3faBaIKCch II0 TOPOAY, B UX I'0JI0CaX 3Bydasia HeHaBUCTb. OTOHB OB ITOBCIOAY,
CTHpas BCe C JIUIa 3eMJIX U IIpeBpallas JIiofel B Ieres, He3aBUCUMO OT TOT0, OB OHU
HEBUHOBHBEIMU UJIH HET.

Kaiin cTosn BEICOKO Haj ropofioM, Ha0miofasi, Kak ero oroHb TaCUT MHOKeCTBO nofeii. OH yBUen
MHOKECTBO TUJIBANMN, TIOSBISIOUIMXCS OfIHA 3a APYro, 3a KOTOPHIMHU CJIefloBaia KOPOJIeBCKas CTpaxka
Y KOPOJIb.

OHM cMOTpenu Ha CTOsIIEero Bhille Kaiina ¢ ucImyraHHbIM BhIpazkeHueM nuiia. OHu 60POIUCEH C HUM B
TeueHUe Jaca, HO HUYTO He MOTJIO eT0 MOPa3UuTh.

OH BHE3alIHOo ucYes.

Cnepytolriee, 4YTO OHM 3aMeTHIH, OBIJT 3BYK, 9XOM OTHAIOIMIMANICS B UX yIIaX, KOT[a OHU OMyCTUIIN
3peHue, 00HapyxkuB, uyTo Kain ObeT KyJTaKoM 110 3eMJIe.

TpeluHb Hayalu MOSBISATHCS U PACIPOCTPAHITLCS 110 BceMy ropoay. Cam ropop Gbly1 TpUMeEpPHO B
IBadllaTA KUJIOMETPax B pafinyce, HO €ro IOTJIOTUII KpaTep, oOpa3oBaBinuiica oT ynapa Kaiina, u
TOpOJ 3aTOHYII.

«4TO 9TO 3a Heemas cuiaa?!»



JTrogu OBLIM B yKace.

Kaiin ornsimesnics B mOMCKaX ABYX YesioBeK. [IepBoii Oblya XKEeHIMHA C JBYMS 9JIeMEHTaMHU.

Kak TonbKO OH Halllesl ee, OH MOSBUJICI IIepef Hell, BEITYCTUB CBOe yOUKWCTBEHHOE HaMepeHue. "BEl -
Jlunuas, OpIBIINI TOBapuill MacTepa. [Jaio BaM gBe MUHYTHL. [I0OKMHbTE 3TOT TOPOJ BMECTE CO CBOEM
TUIbAKMeEN, ¥ BaM He OymeT HaHEeCeHO HUKaKoro Bpepa. Ecnu HeT, To 3mech Bce ympyT!"

— Thl... — JIunuaH cTucHyna 3y0rl. IMEeHHO 0OHa COIIPOBOXKfasia Anekca BO BpeMs ero npeOrBaHus B
atom mupe. Hu pasy nogoOHas clieHa He OSBIsAIach B ee BooOpaxkenuu. 'Tlouemy?!'

«X035IMH OOPOXKHUT CBOMM OPYroM, TaK 4TO yxogute. M mpruynHa, 10 KOTOPOH MacTep He IpeBpaTuil
3TO KOPOJIEBCTBO B IIE€MeNI B IIPOIIJIOM, 3aK/II04ajach MMPOCTO B TOM, YTO OH Jajl UM MUJIOCTE. K
COXKAJIEHUIO, OHU HEe MOPOXKUIIK 3TUM U HallaKd Ha MO0 Houb». Kain QBIPKHYI 1 CHOBA MOJIETEN,
UTHOPUPYS BCE ee CJIOBa.

3aTeM OH CXBaTUI KOpOJid 3a II€10, KaK TOJIBKO HallleJl €TI0, U IIOIIJIBII IIPAMO IIOCpeau ropoaa.

"Kto TeI?!" KOpPOJb IBITANICA COMPOTUBIIATHCSA €MY, HO BCE, UTO OH fejiaj, He MOIJIO IIOBJIUSAThL Ha
Kauina. OH cxBaTHUII €r0 3a PYKYy, HO HE MOT U IIOIIEBEJIUTE €10.

«ThI mOgpe3an KPhIJIo Moel foYepH U cpaxasics ¢ GeHuKcaMu, U Thl CIpallliBaelllb, KTo 1?» Kann
BBIIIYCTUJI CBOM OTOHb, CXKUTas KOPOJis, HAUMHas C ero HOT, Me[JIeHHO IOJHUMAsICh K ero HoraM U
Tey.

— JTO IIPOCTO Helopa3yMeHue. ..

«HW 9T0 HEmOpa3yMeHue BEUIMBAETCS B 3Ty KaTacTpody. YTo GBI THI HU TOBOPHII, CeMYac HUYETO He
u3MeHHuTCs. TH ¥ BCe B 9TOM ropofe ympyT». Oronb Kaiina mopHsmcs K HeOy, Ipexke 4eM Co3MaTh
HaJ HUMU TUTAHTCKOT0 (heHUKCa.

ITnakaTs.

®eHUKC U3gan TpOMKHfI KPHUK, 3aCTaBUB IIOYYBCTBOBATE X0JIO II0 BCEMY TEILy.

«f He UCIIONB30BaJl 9TO B TeYEHHUE NOITOr0 BpEMEHH, HO 9TO MOSI caMasl CUJIbHAs TeXHHKa Ha
OaHHBIA MOMeHT». Kalin BrycTun ¢peHuKca, KOraa OH HEIPHYJII IPSIMO B LIEHTP ropofa. «Cmyck
deHuKCca».

Bech ropof OCBETHIICS, KOT/Ia eT0 OXBATHUII TUTAHTCKUM B3PHIB. PyOu IMOYyBCTBOBAjIA OMTACHOCTD U
3acTaBujIa BCEX B CBOEY ruyibauy 6exath, HO KOTHa OHa YBUOEJIA 3TO, B ee CepALle 3aKPaIUCh
CJ0XHbIe 4yBcTBa. Ho uTo emle Gojiee BaxXHO, 0Ha Oblyia COMTA C TOJIKY.



HuxkTo He MOT mpeAcKa3aTh, YTO KTO-TO TaKOX CUJIbHBIN, KaK Kaiil, HamafeT Ha 3TOT TOPOJ I0f
uMeHeM AJekca.

Ecnu ero cnyra GblJI TaKUM CUIBHEIM, HACKOJILKO OH CHUJIEH cerdac?»

BOHpOC HaBCerga OCTaHEeTCA 0e3 O0TBE€TAQ, IIOTOMY 4TO T€, KTO BHIOEJI, KaK I'OPOMO IIPEBPATHUJICA B IIE€IIe]I
C TIOMOIIIBIO OOHOW TEXHUKH, 00SITIHCh ero OO TaKOH CTEIeHH, YTO OpoxKaJlir, Jaxe IIPOCTO yCJIBIIIaB
ero uM4.

Cnenytomett nenbio Kaiina mocine ropofa nmoged ctano Inbduiickoe KoponeBcTso.

OH cpernan TOYHO Tak Xe.

[Togxeus mepeBo, CKedb BECh TOPOM ¥ IIPUBECTH KOPOJIs, Kak OyaTo oHU ObUIH mocpenu cyma. Ho
HUKOMY He TTOBEe3JI0 TaK, KakK JIuIvaH U ee TUIIbIUN.

Kaxmriit anb¢ B 9TOM MecTe mnorubd mop 6ecnomanieiM oraeM Katina. [Jaxke MEPOBOE OPEBO
IIPEeBPATUIOCHh B APEBECHHIN YTOJIb.

TONMBKO OTYasTHUE, CTpaX, HeXKeJlaHue H... COXKaJlIeHHe HallOJIHAJIN UX cepala. OHu ABHO CIBIIIATH O
BOMHE, HO HUKTO €e He OCTAHOBUIL.

M3-3a 9TOr0 Ha HUX 0OpYIIMIACh TUOEb.

Kaiin rimy6oKo B3[OXHYI U, HaKOHEIl, YCIIOKOUIICS, TS Ha TOJIbKO YTO COXKKEHHBIN OO,

«Most paboTa 37€ech 3aKOHUYEHa, HO MHE BCe ellle Hy>KHO YOUThL TeX COJIAAT, KOTOPhe pa30uBaioT
jlarepb 10 BCeMy KOHTUHEHTY, U IOJIOXKUTL 3TOMY KoHell». Kalin B3MOXHYI U UCYe3, HAIIPaBIASACh
obpaTtHO Ha KoHTHHEHT ®EeHUKC.

[laneko OT IBYX KOPOJIEBCTB.

CBsLIeHHUK, IPOBOOUBINKI AJleKca B TOPOJ JIIOMIel, CMOTPeJI Ha cusiolnee He0o 3a mpegenraMu
cBoero moma. OH u3Ma JONMTHE B3[0X, U €T0 Ijla3a 3acCusiii, Kak OYATO OH ORI OIePKUM KEeM-TO.

"Jltogu penian OYepHUTL UM KOponid... M HaBnmeku Ha ce0si rubesb. BEIMPYT U TIO[U TIOCTIE 9TOTO
UJI HET, 1 HUYero He MOTY cejlaTh. To XKe caMoe OTHOCUTCS U K 9nbdaM... Hy, yuuThBasi, 4To OHU
og0OPOCHUITM MHOT'O IIIITMOHOB Ha BCEX KOHTUHEHTAX, S YBepPeH, OHUM He BHIMPYT. B moboM ciydae,
maBai ceraeM 3TO TBOMM HaKal3aHMEM 3a TO, YTO THI HaBJIeKJa Ha ce0s ['HeB Boxuii».



OH 3aKpBII I1a3a, BCIOMUHAS CIIeHY, B KOTOPO# OH MPEeNCTall meper KOpojieM, YTOOH IIOMEIIaTh eMy
CHenaTh KaKyo-HUOYOb TIYIOCTb.

Tpu roga Hasaf.

B TpoHHOM 3aje CBSIIEHHUK MPOIIeI 10 KPaCHOM KOBPOBOM JOPOKKE.

«IIpHUBETCTBYIO BacC, CBAIIEHHUK, KOTOPHIM PYKOBOOUI BepxoBHEIM, AneKcaHapoM CUPHyCOM».

— Inst MeHst O0IbIIAs YE€CTh IO3HAKOMUTHCS C BAMM, Ballle BeTHYeCTBO. CBAIIEHHUK TOKJIOHUIICS U
IIPUBETCTBOBAJ €T0, KaK OBOPSHUH. HecMOTpPst Ha TO, YTO OH OBLT YeJIOBEKOM, Y Hero 0OJIbIle He
OBIIO JIOSTBHOCTH M3-3@ TOTO, YTO OH CJIMIIIKOM IOJITO JKUJT B 9TOM MECTe.

Kopob HaxMypHJICS U HEIIPaBUIIBHO IOHSIT €70, [yMasi, 4YTO CBSIIEHHUK Ha CaMOM Jejie Obi
BBICOKOMEDHEIM, ITOTOMY YTO KOTIa-TO pyKoBogun AnekcangpoM CupuycoM. OTHAKO OH MOMBITAJICS
TIONABUTh CBOE HaMepeHue YOUTh U CIIPOCHIL. «51 X0Telr Obl 3aJaTh OFKUH BOIIPOC».

«Barie BenuuecTtBo... Eciu Br OyMaeTe O HallaJ€HHWH Ha KoutuneHnT ®eHUKC, 4 YMOIJIAI0 BacC
IrnepecTtaTtb OyMaThb 00 aTOM IIpsAMO cerdac. B ToT MOMeHT, Korga BH HamnafeTe Ha KOHTHHEHT
®eHnKca, MOCIEOCTBUS 6YJIYT CJIINIIKOM CE€PLE3HBIMH, YTOOBI BEI MOTJIM C HIMHM CIIPaBUTLCA.

«B TO XK€ BPEMs BHI HE OOJIZKHEI IIDUYUHATE BPENO JIIOASIM, KOTOPBIX OH 3HAET, IOTOMY YTO OHHU €TI0
COKPOBHIIIA. W ux OTHOIIIEHUS HE YTO-TO BpOO€e «OHU Y MEHA B 3aJIOZKHHKAX, IIO3TOMY BBl JOJIZKHEI
BBITIOJTHATH MOIO KOMaHOYy».

"BMecTOo 3TOT0, 3TO YTO-TO Bpofe "ITo Tebe nydlle caenaTh. ECIM YTO-TO CIyYUTCSA C TEMU, KOTO OH
3HaeT, TH OyAelIb ePBLIM, KOMY IPUAETCS OTBETHTh. Eciy Ha HUX OyfeT X0Ts OBl 0OgHa llapalrHa,
BCS 9Ta CTpaHa OymeT BHIHYXKJEHa OTBETUTR". ...'

«f He Xouy yrpoxaTh Balremy BenryecTBy, HO 9TO TO, YTO CKa3asia MHe Bojigd Mupa. KnsHycs, g1 He
TOBOPIO HUYET0, KpOMe NpaBabl». CBALMIEHHUK CKIIOHUII TOJIOBY.

"Y1o-1"

"Kak THI cMeern?!"

MUHKUCTPH Havaau IIyMeTh, HO KOPOJIb TYT Xe OCTAHOBHUJI €T0.

"XKnats!" Koponb BEITyCTHI CBOe YOUICTBEHHOE HaMepeHue, KOTfia OH 3aphiyan. «Ilogoxnure!
Temeps, Koraa s MOTYYMI KPUCTAII, KOTOPHIY ITO3BOJIUT MHE YBEIMYUTh CBOIO CUITY, 51 103ab0YyCh 0
TOM, 4TOOHBI OH IOKases 00 3TOM, Korfia BepHeTcs cioga! OnuH 4e0BeK He MOXKEeT CIIPABUTHCS C
6e32KayI0CTHOM aTakoil KOpoJjieBCcTBa. HUKTO He [oNKeH yOuBaTh ero! f mokaxy emy, 4to g Oyny Ha



BepIINHE B 9TOW OMTBe, U 1 YHUUTOXKY TeX PeHUKCoB! 3amoMHUTE MOH cjoBa!"

CBAIIIeHHUK IIOCMOTPEJI Ha HeTro 0e3 BCSIKOTO BBRIPDA2KEHUA U CHOBa CKJIOHHUJII I'OJIOBY, PA3BEPHYJICA 1
BEIIIE]I K3 TPOHHOT'O 3ajla.

3aTeM XKpell CHOBa OTKPHII I'JIa3a ¥ U37al JOITUl B30X, Habmoaas, Kak Muposoe [IpeBo
IIPEBPATUIIOCH B KOCTEP, @ YeJI0BeYECKUM 3aMOK IIPEeBPATHUIICS B ITPUITb.

«Bel OpocaeTe BHI30B HE YEJIOBEKY, TIIyIIkIE JIIOAK. Bbl 6pocaeTe BEI30B CAMOMY CTPAIIHOMY Bory,
Anexcanppy Cupuycy». CBSIIeHHUK IIPOM3HEC MTOCTIefHIO (pa3y, Ipexkae 4eM CBedeHue 1oracio,
¥ OH BOCCTAHOBUJ KOHTPOJIb Hall CBOUM TEJIOM.

OH xjytoman B nagoim u Monuics. «O! [ToxkanyiicTa, TPOCTUTE TeX HEBUHHBIX JTIOfI€M, YbU CYOBHOBI
CBSI3@HBL C 3TUM KOPPYMIIMPOBAHHLIM KOPOJIEBCTBOM. [IyCTh Te 110U, KOTOPEIE B HACTOSAIIEE BPeMS
HaXOMATCS Ha IPYroM KOHTHHEHTe, 3HAlOT, UTO JIIOAY IT0APa3yMeBaloT IOl CTPaXxOM U rapMOHUEH,
yTOOBI OHU O0JbIlle He IepekXrBaiy elle OfHY Mog0o0HyI0 KaTacTpody».
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