Hpe}Kne 49eM OTIIPAaBUTHCA B 00eTOBaHHBIM MHD, Amnekc ocTancs Ha HECKOJIBKO JIHefI, YTOOHI OaTb
I_HeppI/I BCe 3HaHu4, HeO6XOJII/IMI:>Ie ey o Pa3BUTHUA Bnactu McturaOro Orus.

BcnioMHUB Bce U IPOAEMOHCTPUPOBaB AneKCy HeOobIloe yinydiieHne, AjeKc, HaKOHell, TOKUHYJT
FOnb0, UCTIOTB3YST MACCUB TEIETTOPTAIIUH.

OH npuOBINT KyOa-TO B OTKPHITHIN KOCMOC, COBEPIIIEHHO He o0Opalljasi BHUMaHUS Ha CBOe OKPYXKeHue.
OH onuH pa3 mocTy4an cebs 1o 10y, MhITasiCh BHYUCIUTL PACCTOSHUE U HallpaBlieHHe 00 « JHKOpa».

OnHAKO OH BHE3AITHO 3aMeTH/I MPUOIMKAIOIIEECS K HEMY TUTAHTCKOE CYIIECTBO, 3aCTABUBILIEE ETO
YBUIETD, YTO 3TO OBLIIO.

"IIyTKH B CTOPOHY?" ANeKC He MOT He yNIBIOHYThCS.

9710 GBI KOCMUYECKUHN KOPabiib, KOTOPHIM ABUTAJICS HA BLICOKOM CKOPOCTH, ITepecekasi KOCMUYEeCKoe
IIPOCTPAHCTBO.

OH, BeposiTHO, He yMep Obl, ecyiu ObI B HET'O MOIaJia Takas INTYKa, HO OH PEeIIXJI OTOMTH B CTOPOHY,
YUUTHIBasA, UTO OHA JIETeJNla B TpU pa3a OhICTpee ero.

[Tocrne 3TOTO OH Hafiel MacKy U YepHHIH IIjIalll, YTOOR HUKTO He BUMEN ero nulla. «Bo MHOTHUX
ucTopusx 6ygeT apka, Iie KOro-TO WM BelyIero 4yTh He cOMIa KapeTa, HO MOJyMaTh TOIBKO, YTO S
CTOJIKHYCh C aHAJIOTUYHLIM OIBITOM... HO BMECTO 3TOT0 ¢ KOCMUYEeCKUM KopabieM... UHTepecHo, 4To
s OKEH CKa3aTh I10 3TOMY IIOBOTY...

«41 X04y OBITH B3BOJIHOBAHHBIM, YBUIEB €1l OHY CIIEHY U3 UCTOPUM, HO 9TO YEPTOB KOCMUYECKUY
Kopabiib». AJIeKC TT0Ka4aJsl FoJI0OBOM ¥ TSIKeJ0 B3IOXHYI.

AKTUBUPOBAB CBOM JYXOBHEIE I'JIa3a, OH IPOBEPUJI KOCMUYECKUN KOpabib, YTOOH YBULETh, KaKue
JIIONY cafsATCs Ha TakKol Kopabib. Bempb 310 ObUT ruranTCKui Kopabab. OfnHa TONMBKO AIUHA
pacTgHyach IPUMEPHO Ha ATk KUujioMeTpoB. OH ObUI B AT pa3 00JIbINe, YeM TOT, YTO OH Hallles] Ha
Tepputopuu 'HOMOB.

OH B3[POTHYJ, KOT{Ia ero B3I/ yIajl Ha KopaOib, 00HaPyKUB, YTO OKOJIO COTHU YEJIOBEK CHUIIbHEE
€ero.

Ecnu GBI OH He OBUTAJICS B HECKOJIBKO pa3 OBICTPee, YeM OH, WM [laXKe He OCTAaHABIMBAJICS Iepe[
HUM, Y HEro MOTJix Okl OBITH ITPOGIEMEI, TIOTOMY YTO OHU ITPOBEPSIIN OBl €r0 UITK YTO-TO B 9TOM pOJIe.
OmHaKO OH 3aMeTHJI, YTO Ha BEPIIMHEe KOCMHYECKOro KopalOils IBa 4eJ0BeKa pasroBapuBaloT APYT C
IPYTOM.

[TepBBIM OBIT MyKUKMHA CPEIHUX JIET C MIMHHBIMY KOJTIOYHUMH CEIORIMHU BojiocaMu. Ero Tesmo OwII0
TI0X02Ke Ha TeJo Jleo3a, HO OH M3Ny4an 0ojiee CUIIbHYIO aypy, ueM oH. Ha camom merne, Anekc



00HAPYKHUJI, YTO SHEPTHUS BHYTPHU €ro Tesa Oblyia paBHa 9Hepruu JInHb CUHYKH.

Mexny TeM, C HUIM pa3roBapuBasia MoJiofias iefu. Y Hee ObUIM [JTMHHBIE YEPHBIE BOJIOCH], COOpaHHEIe
B [IBa XBOCTa IIPSIMO BOKPYT €ee IIeu U CITyCKaBIIMecs Ha rpyab. OHa BHITTIAMeNa KaK HeXKHas faMa, HO
ee CHJla 3aKJIi0vanach B IPYTOM.

Anekc IOHSIJI, YTO OHM OBIJTA TaM, IIOTOMY UTO 3Heprus Obllla CHapyKKU KOCMUYECKOTo KopabJis, HO B
TOT MOMEHT, KOT'Jla My2K4YHMHa HalllesI ero B3I/, OH B3APOTrHYIL.

«JTOT 4esyioBeK omaceH!» OH gyMal, UCIIOJIb3ysI CBOM MaCCUB TeJIeIIOPTaluy, YTOOH CHOBa
HCYE3HYTh.

Mexny TeM, 3TO IIPHBIIEKJIO BHUMaHMe 000X JTIofel.

"Oren?" OHa HaxMypuiaa OPOBH, 3aMETHUB, UTO ee JefyIlKa IPHUCTAIbHO TOCMOTPEN Ha KOTO-TO.
[TpocnenuB 3a ero B3TNISIAOM, OHa 00HapPyKMJIa MOJIOOTO YeJI0BEKa, IIOJTHOCTHIO IIOKPHITOTO. 3a
MCK/II0YeHWeM HEKOTOPBIX 30JI0THIX BOJIOC, KOTOPHIE OBUIM eBa BUAHEI, IIOTOMY YTO Y HETO He OBII0
BpPEMEHU OfieThCs 00Jiee TIaTeNlbHO, OHa HUYEro He MOTJia BUAETh.

Tem He MeHee, OHU YBULOEIINU, YTO TAaMHCTBEHHHIM 9€JI0BEK B HACTOSIIEE BpeMs UCIIOJIb3YyeT CBOU
MaCCHUB TeJIeIIOPTally, CYe3ad U3 UX II0JIA 3PEeHUI.

Ee memyIka He OTBETHII, TPeXe 4eM YIIUIHYTh cebs 3a mepeHocuIly. Ha ero nuiie mosiBUIOCH
BCTPEBOKEHHOE JIUI0, KOTTA OHA MOHSIa, YTO JOJIXKHO OBITh YTO-TO HE TAK C MyKYHUHOMN U3
IIPOIIJIOTO.

«Oret... YT0 ¢ HUM?» — CIIPpOCHJIa OHQ, CKJIOHUB I'OJIOBY.

«YX... 1 He 3HAIO [I0YeMy, HO 9TOT YeJIOBEK HAllOMHUII MHE 0 MOeM IpomyioM». OH KOCHYJICS
00IBIIOTO IIpaMa Ha JIuIle, KOTOPHIM TSAHYJICS OT Ji0a K IIpaBOMY I'jla3y M IIpaBoi Iieke. — Thl
3Haelllb, TOe Hallla IeJIb?

«9TO0 s JyNpxKu U KnaHa bnakseny, BepHO? Thl CKa3aJsl, 4YTO X04elllb HauTh MOEro UaoJja, a 3TU
IBOE 3HAIOT 0 HEM 0O0JIbIIe».

«[la... 1 He TOBOpPHUII Tebe 00 3TOM, HO 3TOT mpaMm s IIOJIYYHII OT HETO».

"I1" XKenmuHa cnerka ygusunack. OH Tak U He CKa3all el 0TBeTa, KOT[a OHa CIpocuia 06 aToM
IpamMe, ¥ 0 TOM, YTO OH OCTAJICS OT ee KyMHUpa, OHa IIOHSJIA, YTO MY [OJKHO ObITh TPYAHO CKa3aTh
eil, 4TO ee KyMUp Ha caMOM feJie IPU4YuHUI 60/1b ee oTily. OHa TOCMOTpesia BHU3 U U3BUHUIACH.
"MHe XKanb."



«Xa-xa! Tsl opefeneHHO YTO-TO He TaK IMOH. [lyMaelllb, MHe T'PYCTHO U3-3a 3TOr0 IIpama?»

"BrI He gesnaete?"

«Koneuno, HeT! d B BocTOpre. ITOT LIpaM OB JOKa3aTeIbLCTBOM TOTO, UTO S CpazKkajCs C CAMbIM
CTPAIIHBIM CYIIECTBOM, C KOTOPHIM KOTHa-Tu00 cTamkuBancs». OH YXMBITBHYJICS U CHOEeJIal Takoe
nu1o, 6yATO XOTEN C KeM-TO IIOAPaThCs. — Y MeHs ToXKe eCTh IIpU3HaHue neper TOOOi.

— Yro Takoe, oten? TobKO He TOBOPUTE MHE, YTO BEHI XOTUTE €T0 Y6I/ITB? Ona 3aJ0XHYIIaCh U
1'[06J'IGJIHeJ'Ia. Ecnu ee otell xoTen y'6I/ITB €e KyMHpa, OHa He 3HaJla, 9YTO OeJIaTh.

«THI KaK TBOS MaTh, BCETMla CIUIIKOM MHOTO fiyMaelllb 0 4eM-T0 1ofo6HOM. OHa 4yTh He pa3Bellach
CO MHOM, KOTa ITofiyMaJia, 4To I U3MEeHSs10, XOTs 3T0 ObIJI0 He Tak». OH IoXkKaJl Ijie4aMu.

"Jlyuiie, yeMm HHU4Yero." OHa Hagynach.

«Xa-xa... BepHo». OH rny60KO B3IOXHYI U IIPUTOTOBUI CBOE CEP/Ile, pacCKa3aB IMPaBAy O TOM, UTO
IIPOM30IIIO HECKOJIBKO THICSY JIET Ha3afl. «5 Bcerma roBopui Tebe, YTO Cpaxkascs C HUM, KOTa MBI
o0a Onitu 6oramu 10-ro paHra, BEPHO?»

«Jla. MHe Bcerja HpaBUach 9Ta UCTOPUS. THl Cpa3usics ¢ HUM U KaKHM-TO 00pa3oM pa3pyIuil BCIO
IJIaHEeTy U3-3a TOT0, KaKOoM KpyToH Obln 6oi. {1 Torma Hadan O0TOTBOPUTE €r0, II03TOMY COTJIaCUIICS
Ha 3TOT TBOM (apc».

«Jla, HO Ha CaMOM [ieJie 3TO IMPaBAUBAsT UCTOPUSI».

"Xm?!" OHa cy3una rnasa u cupocuna: — Utak, oTel] BHIUTpan?

"Het Het." OH nmokauas romoBoi. OH Bcerga roBOPHUII eH, YTo mobeuI ero COePHUK, HO 9TO OblTa
HempaBaa. «f ¢ TpeckoM mpourpar. f maxe He ObLI €r0 IPOTUBHUKOM. Ha caMoM ferne, st He MOT
KOCHYTHCSI HU €IUHOU IPSOU er0 BOJIOC».

"Uro?!" Y Hee 0TBHCIIa YeJIIOCTh, KOTa OHa Obllla COBEPIIEHHO cOUTa C TOJIKY MPU3HAHUEM.

«He ObIJI0 HIKAKOM 3MMYEeCKON OMTBEI M YETO-TO B 9TOM pore, TOJIBKO OMHOCTOPOHHEE YHUYTOXKEHNE.
41 OBIJT CIUIIKOM YBEPEH B CBOUX CHUJIAX U IIBEITAJICA CPA3UTHCA C HUM, HO BC€ B HEM BLISEIBAJIO Y MEHA
AOPO0XKb, U IIOCIIegHee, 4YTO 4 3Hall, 3TO TO, YTO OH y2K€ OCTaBHII 3TOT LIPaM.

«[Tocye 3TOrO 5 MBEITAJICS IIPECiief[oBaTh €ro IPK KaxkaoM yIoOHOM cllydae, IBITasiCh I00eqUuTh €ro,
HO Hallle 0TCTaBaHNUe CTaHOBUIJIOCH BCe 0oJblie 1 OoJblIle.



«B mocnengHuit pa3 s HalUIa ero, KOTrfa yCiblaa, 9YT0 ero xKeHa Obljia TSKeJlo paHeHa KeM-TO U
yCTpouJia MPOTUB HUX OT'POMHYIO BOUHY.

«41 mepelen Ha ero CTOPOHY, XOTSI OH MeHs He 3Hasi. M HaM y[anoch YHUYTOXKUTEL YETHIPe MUpa
COBMECTHHIMU ycunusiMu. OGHaKO OH TakK U He TOSBUJICS BO BpeMs BOUHEL... 3HAEIllb, YTO OH
coemnan?»

KenmuHa Ha MTHOBEeHHE 3afiyMaliach ¥ IT0Kaydaa rojioBoii. «BeposiTHO, OH mpobpascsi BHYTPhL U
yOHUJI TOTO, KTO CHEJIall 3TO CaM».

«Het! OH 00HAPYKHUJI, YTO y T'PYIIIILI OBIJT IOKPOBUTENb, U YHUYTOXKUI IIOKPOBUTETIS BMECTE CO
BCEMHU €T0 BIUSHUAMHU. TOJBKO B TOM BOWHE OH YHUUTOXKUII NeCATh boXKeCTBeHHBIX MUPOB».

«4ro?! [lecsath boxecTBeHHBIX MUpOB? BN /T IPOTUBHUKY CIIUIITKOM CJI1a0bl 41 HEro?
[TomoxkauTe, MOCKOJIBKY 3TO OBLT TaKOM Cllydal, TOKPOBUTEND IOJIXKEH ObITh HAMHOTO CUJIbHEE, YEM
(bakTu4yecKoe BIUsSHUE, KOTOPOE CO3[a0 3Ty CUTyalHuo...»

«[Ta. BoT moyeMy ero penyraluus cTajla XOPOILIO K3BeCTHA II0cye 3Toi OUTBHL. [Jaxe Boru 2-ro pasra
B ITpouuioM, Takue Kak bor Cmeptu, bor Butssl, bor BoiiHE U Apyrue, CbeXXUBaIUCh Iieper ero
npucyTcTBueM. OHU OPOCUIK €My BBI30B B IIPOIIOM, HO IPEBPATUIUChH B OBITH OECIIOJIE3HEIM [0
TaKOH CTEINeHH, YTO OHU IIPOCTO YUAYT, KOrMa YCIIbIIAT ero UMs».

«...» JKeHIKYHa HaxMypuia OpOBU U NpUIIypUsia riasa, cupamusas: «MTak, Ta 4acTh, ITie Bbl CUIIBHO
IIOCCOPHUJIUCH C HUM U B UTOT€e CTaJIi COIIEPHUKOM U ApYyToM, Oblyia 103kbi0? Kpome Toro, TOT akr,
YTO Bbl C HUM IIOCCOPUJIMCH BMECTe Ha TOU BOMHE ObLIO JI0KBIO?"

"Vry, oa." OH u3gan moirui B3nox. «BoT moueMy, ecnu y TeOs Apyroe MHeHHe, 9T0 OyAeT MOoCIeqHIN
pas, Koraa Thl CMOXKEIIb YUTH».

«BBI paccka3biBal MHE UCTOPUY O HEM CHOBA ¥ CHOBA C TEX IIOP, KaK 5 ObIJT pe0eHKOM, 10 TaKOou
CTEeTIeHH, YTO 51 cTaj 6OTOTBOPUTE €T0, TEIepb BH TOBOPUTE OTCTYIIUTh U3-3a 3TOTO... Pa3Be 3To He
noay10? {1 ero He BUOEN UIM YTO-TO B 3TOM POfe, MHE OUeHb To0oneITHO. Hy, Kak Hac4yeT 3Toro... MBI
MOXK€eM CHayaJia BCTPETUTHCS C HUM U ITOCMOTPETh, CMOXKEM JIM MHI IOJIaguTh. ECu HeT, g yuny u
IIOKOHYY CO BCEM ITHUM».

«3?! Ho ato 6ymeT nocnenHuil pa3, KOrAa Thl CMOXKEIIb OTCTYTIUTh».

«Xm! g MOTy aHHYJTHPOBAThH 3TO B JII000E BPEMSI, €CJIH TOJIBKO THI HE X0UeIllh CTONIKHYThCS C THEBOM
Martepu, 0cO0eHHO C 3TUMHU (GabIIMBHIMKU UCTOPUSIMU». OHa Cy3ujIa I'la3a, HagaBIuBas Ha HETO.

Xonop mpo6exa 1o ero M03BOHOYHUKY, KOTHa OH COTytacuics. «Xoporo. {1 He DoIKeH TOBOPUTD 3TO
TIEPBBIM II€pe[] 3TUM... XapToM».



«Xe-xXe, 9TO TBOS BHHA. TeM He MeHee, MH He TOBOPHUJIM O TOM MOJIOOOM YEJIOBEKE, UYTO OBLT paHbIIIe.
Penko MoxHO OBIITO YBHUOETH, KdK ThI TdK 3dIUKJIMBAEIILECA Ha OPYTOM YE€JIOBEKE».

— ToT MyxkuuHa, a... Ecru TH He X04elllb BEIXOAUTH 3a HET0, KaK HaCyeT TOro, YTOOH! BEIMTH 3a
3TOr0?

"Xm?" OHa cfenana CTpaHHOe JIUIO, TTISIAS Ha O0TIIa, BEICBOOOXKIasi CBoe YOUMCTBEHHOEe HaMepeHue.
— TrI MOXKeIIL OTHOCUTBLCS K 9TOMY Cephe3Hee?

«$1 abcomoTHO cepbe3Ho. TOT GakT, YTO MOH IIIpaM IOKaJIRIBAJ, 03HAYaJl, YTO 3TOT YeJI0BEK OBl
3KCTpaopauHapHEIM. HecMOoTps Ha TO, YTO ero cuiia Oblyia Bcero nuinb HeGonbuuM Borom 10-ro
paHra, ObIJI0 YTO-TO TIyOOKO BHYTPHU HETO, YTO NEUCTBUTEILHO HAITyTal0 MeHSs. TOTOM..."

"KTo?!"

«ToT, KTO Korfa-To npespaTtuil boxecTBeHHbIM MuUp B 1enesn, bor Orus, durpyc».

«OH Korga-To Toxe 051 Koponém-boroMm, Bepro? Ecnu g He ommbarocs, ero cuia 0vlla HapaBHE C
Borom Bpemenu u borom [lyxa Ha IuKe ux pa3BuTusi. Ha camoM fierne, oH GbIT U3BECTEH KaK
HacTaBHUK bora [lyxa, TolbKO IToTOMYy, 4TO bor [lyxa oTKa3aucs UMeThb X035IUHa».

«[la. 910 Obln 0H. Korma oH momor [lyxoBHOMY Bory, oH cxer Bech B0KeCTBeHHEBIN MUD U IIpEBPaTUIl
ero B remnesn. HuUkTo u3 nonb3oBatened OTHS He OCMeNIUBAJICS CTOATH [Iepel] HUM, eCJIA TOJIbKO OHU
He XOTeJIU IIOKOHYUTh KU3Hb CAMOYOUICTBOM. ITOCJIEOHUM MOT BCTATh Ha KOJIEHU>.

«3mech HaxomuTcs bor OrHsS BTOPOTO paHra, BepHO? KakoBa ero cuia 10 CpaBHEHUIO C HUM?»

«$1 BcTpeyan aToro bora OrHs, U S CYUTAIO, YTO eCNK MpexHu bor OTHS OB 4eJT0BEKOM
HOPMAaJIbHOTO pa3Mepa, To 3TOT bor OrHs ObII IPOCTO MypaBbeM. JIMIIUTD UX KUIHU OBITI0 OBl J1ETKO.
Ero OroHb B KOHIIe KOHIIOB MOCTUT BEPIIUHE, IIPeB30is caM YucThiii OTOHb».

«3T0, 6€3YCII0BHO, TO, UTO 5T X0UY YBUOETh. B OT/IMYKE OT OTI[A, MOSI CTUXUS — PACTEHHS, U S CaM
O0JIbIlIe TOKTOP.

«YXx, Teneps, KOrAa TH YIOMSHYJI YTO-TO O IJIaHe, S BCIIOMHUJI, YTO MHE HY2KHO BCTPETUTHCS C 3TON
CTapoyl BEIbMOU».

— Crapas BegpMa’?

«EnuHCTBEHHAada U HenoBTOpuMas nouyb bora Bpemenu, bor-Kopomns, boruns [Ipuponsr».



«Ho Tort (l)aKT, YTO TEI XOY€Illb, YTOORI 5 BHIIIIA 3aMyX 3a PeMHKapPHaIIuI0 HYXOBHOI"O bora,
O3HAYad€T, 4TO ThHI IIOATOTOBUJICA K 3TOMY, BepHO?»

«Jla, HO ecyu 5 3aTOJIKHY €€ B yIoJI, 3Ta BeibMa 00s13aTelbHO yObeT MeHs. X0Ts MBI 00a Koponu-
Borwu, ee cua BHIIIe BCEX OCTANIbHAIX. TPOU30UIET, €C/K 51 He OyIy CITUIITKOM CHIIBHO JaBUThH».
MyX4rHa CPeIHUX JIeT TOYecasl 3aThIIOK. «f1 BUEN, KaK OHa Pa3pylluiia MUp, BEI3BAB BO3MYIIEHNUE
IyxoBHOI JHepruu, U3-3a Yero OHU He MOTJIM COBEPIIEHCTBOBAThCS. OHa MPOCTO CMOTpENa Ha HUX,
yneI0asich, KOraa Bce 9KCIepThl boKeCcTBEHHOr0 paHra NPEKJIOHSININ KOJIeHH Tepes Hell, pocs
TIPOLIEHUST».

«HW B Jynmxke Bce elre eCTh MHOT'O 9KCIIePTOB. Jlaxke yeThipe BokKeCTBeHHBIX MUPA IO MOUM
Ha4vaJ0M He MOTYT MX IPeB30UTH. JIy4llee, 4YTO OHU MOTYT CHEeJIaTh, 9TO TIHYTh BPEMS».

«HacTonbpKo CUNBHBIN? 3HAYUT, THl X04ellb, YTOOH! 5 BHIIIA 3aMyXk 3a [JyxoBHOro bora u3s-3a ero
CHUJIBI?»

"Hea!" OH nmokay4ar royioBoii. «Kak COIepHUK, 1 04eHb X0uy nobequTh. Pa3Be 3T0 He Benuyaninas
nobefa, KOT{la TBOW COIEPHUK Ha3kiBaeT TebOs TecTeM? ['yaxaxaxaxa!»

«...» OHa noTepsia fgap pe4yu. «3HA4YMuT, Bbl IPOMBIIM MO3TH CBOEH AO0YEPH M3-3a TAKOU MEIKOU
IIPUYUHBI?»

«YT0 3a IpOMbIBaHME MO3T0B? & TOJIBKO paccKa3wiBajl Tebe 0 BEJIMKUX CKa3Kax TBOero oTua». OH
CaMOIOBOJILHO 3asIBUJI O CBOEY HEBUHOBHOCTH.

«Jla, ma. Kak ckaxe1rs. B mo6oM ciydae, Mbl mpubyaeM B KilaH BriakBelil uepe3 HECKOIbKO THEH,
BEPHO?»

"Ila. TloiimeM BHYTpb."

"KoHeuHo."

OHM He 3HAJIH, YTO TOT, 0 KOM OHH TOBOPHJIM, Ha CAMOM fejie OBIJT TeM MOJIOILIM YeJI0OBEKOM,
KOTOPOT'0 OHU BUIENH paHee. YTo oHM OyOyT feyiaTh, KOTrMa IOUMYT 3TO?
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