«3JTtH yepTH... [loueMy oHU UOyT 6€CKOHEUHO?» MyXKYMHa B JKeJIe3HBIX JOCIIEXaxX BHIPYTaJICS IOCTIe
TOTO, Kak yOus cymecTso.

Y cymecTBa ObIJIO THUJIOE TEJIO, U B HEKOTOPHIX YaCTSX OH Hake MOT BUMETh KOCTH. Ha ero romnose
OBLITO IBA OCTPOKOHEYHHIX POTa, a UX TeJla, Ka3anock, 00ropenu, Koraa OHu yMupasu. [lnams ObL10
YEPHHIM U, Ka3aJl0oCh, pab0Tasio TOJTBKO Ha UX Pa3IOkKEeHHe, TaK YTO BPard He MOTJIN U3YUYUTh UX
AHATOMHIO.

OOBeTpeHHBIN BeTepaH PSANOM C HUM IIOBEPHYIICS X OCMOTPeN ero. — CKOJIbKO Tebe JIeT, CHIHOK?

MyxKurHa He IOMHUJI CBOET0 UMeHH. BhIIO TPyIHO 4TO-1100 BCIIOMHUTH, Habiofas 3a opyrou
apMuen, HO OH TOYHO 3HaJl, YTO 3TOT CTAPHK IIaTAaeTCs BOKPYT CBOEW apMUU U apMUM CJIeBa OT HETO.

E1e oguH po¥ IeMOHOB TIOSIBUIICS M3-3a BOPOT, HayaB OyMCTBOBATh Ha MEPENOBOMA. JINII0 MyKUKUHEI
no6eqHesNo, Tak KaK OH YyBCTBOBAJI YCTAJIOCTh IIOCTIE 1EeJI0r0 JHS OOPBOHL.

"CrIH?" — TBEpOO cKalas BeTepaH. "CkKombKo Tebe net?"

«JIBapuats, cap. B mo6oM ciaydae, BaM HYKHO BEePHYTHCS. [IbSIBOJIBI CKOPO 3AIOIOHST Ty
MECTHOCTB>.

BeTepaH mpourHOpUpOBat ero 6eCIOKOMCTBO U CHOBA CIIPOCUT: «A KakK Bac 30ByT?»

«An...» TIpexme yeM OH IIPOU3HEC CBOE UM, KPaCHBIM APaKOH IIPOJieTeNl HaJ, HUMU U BBIIIYCTHUII CBOE
ObIXaHWe, CXKUTasA BCeX ObSIBONOB. "II-opakoH!"

'3to BepHO. OTO [lonuHa [IpakoHoB. OHU OBITM pa3MellleHH 3[1eCh, YTOOH ToMoYb [lonuHe [IpakoHOB
IepKaTh AbSIBOJIOB IIOM KOHTPOJIEM M HE Pa3pPYIIUTh MUP.

«4...» TTocKonbKy OBIJIO BMEIIaTeTbCTBO, 6OPOJATHIA MYKYMHA PEIIuI IPEACTaBUThCS IIePBLIM, HO
0e3pe3ynbTaTHO.

*Pep!* [IpakoH B3peBes OoT 60/IH, KOT[la ero TMraHTCKOe TeJI0 OTJIETeNI0 Ha3ad U PYXHYJIO Ha 3eMITIO.

Ha 3TOT pas cpeny HUX MOSIBUJICS CEPBIN IbSBOJI, CMOTPSIILINIL Ha mmoJie 605 ¢ Heba. «XKanko.
[TogyMath TOJIBKO, YTO OHU HE MOTYT faxe IMPOUTU MUMO 3TOT0 MeCTa Yepe3 TpU Mecsla...»

*PeB PEB!* [IpakOH MOAHSJICS ¥ CHOBa OPOCUIICS Ha HET0, HO 00HapPYKHUJI, YTO yIeTaeT U Bpe3aeTcs B
OuKaMIIyo OTPOMHYIO CKasly, 3aTallliB HACMEPTh HECKOJIBKO YETTOBEK.

— 3aTKHUCH, SIIEpHUla.



"HeBo3MoxkHbIH." Ha 3TOT pa3 maxe cTapuk OB B IIOKe. «JTOT APakKOH 9-T0 paHra, BeplInHa 3TOTO
Mupa. [TomyMmaTh TOIBKO, 9TOT OPAKOH UTPaeT C 3TUM AbSBOJIOM... MBI CKOPO IOTEPSIEM 3TO MECTO?»

*TInakatTe!*

BHe3zamnHo nosgBunach NTulla CUHEro IIBeTa, OXBauyeHHas IIJlaMeHeM, ¥ BCe Ha I10JIe 6ost Y3HAJIHk €e.

"Tomy6oit Perukc?"

«Jaxe Cunnii PeHUKC He MOXKET M0OeNUTh 9TOTO JbsIBOIA».

«Ho 3TO emMHCTBEHHBIN U HETIOBTOPUMEIX ['01y00i ®EeHUKC B 9TOM MHUpE...»

«Pa3Be TH He BUUIID, KaK JIETKO 9TOMY [ObSIBOJIY COYTh ApakoHa? I'omy6oit PeHMKC CKOpo OyHeT B
TOM XK€ COCTOSTHUM».

— IMomoxknu, a KTO 9T0 Y Hero Ha cnuHe? OOWH U3 HUX 3aMeTUJI IBYX 4eJloBeK, eoyumx Ha ['omyoom
OeHUKCe.

OpHako [bsBOJI IPOUTHOPUPOBAI STUX IBOUX U TIOCMOTPEN Ha CUHIOI NTHULY, roBops: «[lomymats
TOJIBKO, YTO B 9TOM MecTe ecTh JlyaHckas [Ituna. Kpome toro, sTo Cunuii Jlyas. Y sToi NTUIEL
IoKeH ObITh JIE[STHOM 37IEMEHT, ¥ ee KpOBb OUeHb IUTaTenbHa. {1 coOMpach CheCTh 3TY IMITULY
IpsaMo ceiyac!»

IbsiBON TOTIETeN K AHy, MEITasch yOuTh ero. OHAKO MeH NUIIb mapyi B BO3AyXe, He MeHss
BBIpAXKeHUS Nula. [bIBOJI IPOTAHY PYKY, IITasiCh IPOOUTH Yepen fHa. "YmepeTs!"

BHe3aIHO TIOSIBUIICS TIOJIYIIPO3PaYHbIi 307I0TOM Gaphep, 3amumanmuil Hera oT gpssona. JIBa
yeJioBeKa Ha ero CIIMHe LIarHyJIy BIepe[] ¥ BCTaM BEICOKO Hafl IoJioBoi fHa.

T'onoc pa3Heccs 1o moyio 6051, YIUBUB BCEX, TIOTOMY YTO 3TO OBLI TOJIOC MOJIOLOTO YeJIOBEKa.
«[TomymMaTh TONIBKO, UTO OHM MpHCIanyu MacTepa 60eBBIX KCKYCCTB TaK PaHO... 1 BIEYaTIeH».

«MacTep 00eBbIX UCKYyCCTB? OTKyMa THl 3HAEIIh 3TOT TePMHUH?» [IbABOJ pacuIupui rina3a. HUKTO B
3TOM MHpEe He JOIXKeH 3HaThb 0 MacTepe O0eBBIX UCKYCCTB, HO ITOAYMAaTh TOJIBKO, YTO YEJIOBEK,
3HAKOUIUY UX, TPEICTABUIICS eMy. «ITOT YeJIOBEK [0IKeH ObITh 9KCTPAOPOUHAPHEIM», — IIOAYMall
OH.

«Tebe He 00513aTEILHO 3TO 3HATh. S TOJIBKO X049y 3HATh, YTO ObABOJIBI XOTAT IIOJIYUYUTH OT 3TOTO
MHpa...» Anexkc IIOCMOTPEJI BHU3, HE MEHIs BhIPpAXKEHUA JIUIIA.



"XM@. Brl He kBanupULIKXPOBaHb, YTOOH 3HATH". [IbIBOJ (DHIPKHYI, HE YYBCTBYS HUKAKOM TyXOBHOU
oHepruu oT Anekca. [Iocie 3TOoro oH BRI3BaJI U3 KyJlaKa YepHOe IIaMsA U YOApWUI KyJIaKoM II0
BO3[yXy, HallpaBUB OTOHb Ha AJlekca.

"OCTOpPOXHO!" — KPUKHYJI BeTepaH BOWHEL.

Anexc nogHsI PYKYy, IIOKPHBIJI JIaJOHb CBOMM HaMEPEHUEM U ITOMaXall €10.

B ogHO MTHOBEHHE YepHOe IIJIaMs pa3feInioch Ha IBe YacTH, ¥ yiapHas BOJIHA OXBaTHUla IIPaByio
PYKY ObsSIBOTIA.

"Aprx! Uto 3T0?!" [Ips1BOJI CXBATUJICA 38 OKPOBABJIEHHYIO PYKY U IIOCMOTPEN Ha Anekca. Ero
YBEPEHHOCTh BHE3AIIHO MCYe3Jla U3-3a IIpebiaylneld aTaku. — ECTh TaKOU CUJIbHBIN YeloBeK?
OOJIXXEeH COOOIIUTL BaM 00 9TOM.

"II" Anekc yBupe, Kak ObsIBOJI 00EPHYJICS, TO3TOMY TYT XKe MOATIPHITHYI ¥ IIOSIBUJICS TIepef HUM,
OTIIBEIPHYB €T0 Ha 3eMITIO.

*Bam!*

HuxkTo He 3aMeTusI, KaK ObsIBOJI yKe PYXHYJ Ha 3eMJIt0, 00pa30BaB OrPOMHYI0 BOPOHKY. CoNpaTk U
yepTu OBIIM MOTPSICEHE], U Ha 1oJjie 0051 Ha MUHYTY BOLlapUIach THIIMHA.

Anekc mogoIien K ObsABOJIY ¥ ITIOCMOTPENT BHU3, CIIPpAIlIBad: «KakoBa Ballla IIeJlb B 9TOM MI/Ipe?»

"Kto TEI?!" [IBSIBONI CTUCHYJ 3yOHI, C HEHABUCTHIO TS Ha AneKca.

«41 mpeparato Tebe paccka3aTh MHE BCe, YTO S XOUY 3HATh, €CJIU Tl He TOTOB OBITh YHUYTOKEHHBIM,
BKJTI0Yas TBOIO AyIIy». AlIeKC Cy3uJl I'a3a, Tpebys 0TBeTa TOJIbKO OT €ro TOHaA.

— ThI HUYEro OT MeHS He TTOJTyYUIIb!

Anexkc mepHyJ OpOBSIMU U TOIIHYJI IPABOM HOT'OM, CMUHAS ee, I0Ka OHAa He CTaJla II0X0Xka Ha OyMmary.

"Aprx!" [IssiBOI 3aKpuyas oT 00, CO CTPaXoM TIsifs Ha Anekca.

"Ckaxu 9T0 ceigac." AyeKc MPUIIYPHUIICS, IIPexkae 4yeM 00:Kedb PYKYy OTHEM.

IIAX!II



— Aprx, oCTaHOBUCB!

"Tloxanyucra OCTaHOBUCE."

I'onoc gpsiBona IIPOAOJIZKAJl 3XOM PA3HOCHUTECH II0 IIOJIIO 0051, KOTla ero meiTaa Anekc.

«41 Oymy TOBOPHUTb... 51 OYOY rOBOPUTE... TONBKO, IOXKamyiicTa, fal MHe yMepeThb». [IbaB0oJ O0JIbIlle He
MOT 3TOT0 CHEepPKKBaTh. AJIeKC IIPOOJIXKaJ JIeYUTh er0 CBOUMHU TabJeTKaMu KaXK bl pa3, Koraa OH
XOTeJl yMePeTh, TOMHKO YTOORl CHOBA MYy4HUTh €TO.

"T'oBopuTh!" — X0I0AHO CKa3ajl AJleKC, IOJ0XKAaB ABe CEKYH[Bl, HO He yCIblliaB oTBeTa. OH CHOBa
o0Ker HOTY.

"Aaa! {1 6ymy roBoputh! 3TO YepHHIN IIBETOK U Oesioe mepeBo. S He 3HAI0 HUYETo, KpoMe 3TOoro".

Arexc He TIOBEPUII ObSIBOJIY U IBITAII €T0 €eIlle HECKOJIBKO pa3, HO OTBET He U3MEeHHIICI. 3aTeM AJIeKC
pemmn yOuTs ero.

YBumeB, 4TO BCe 3aKOHYHUIIOCE, PIeH u MI/ITpa HaKOHEIl TPUCOENUHUIIUCE K HEMY.

B T0 XK€ BpeMs K HEMY ITOJOIIIN HECKOJIBKO BaKHBIX COJITAT, B TOM YHKCJI€ BETEPaH.

Arexc B3IJISIHYJI Ha HUX U CIIpOocuil: «4To BaM HyxHO? U rae Baw nugep... MHe HyXKeH Iugep
IPaKOHOB».

— Y-yT0 TH X04eIsb? ConaaTh CTaIX HaCTOPOXKEHHO OTHOCUTLCS K HeMy. Eciu Okl OHM OTHaNu
no3u1uIo, 610 OB KaTacTpooii, ecnu OBl Ty[a IMPULIEST TAKOU CUIBHBIN 4elI0BeK, Kak AJeKc.

OpHaKO TP TMTAHTCKUX IpPaKOHa JeTenu B HeOe, MpubIuXKasach K MoJT0 005,

*Pep PéB!* OH B3peBes, Kak OyOTO MEITANCS 00BICKATh ITPOTHBHUKA, KOTOPHIM PaHee Pas3rpoOMMII
IPaKOHa, TOJIBKO YTOOH HAUTH AJleKCa, KOHTPOJUPYIOUIET0 SHEPTHUI0, YTOOH! TPHUBIIeYh UX BHUMAaHUE.

fH moneTten B He00, YTOOLI MPOTUBOCTOSITH APAKOHY, ¥ 3aKpUYaJl, MIPHUKA3kIBasi UM IIPEKPATUTH CBOU
nericTBus. [IpaKOHH OBITA YOUBIIEHBI, YBUIEB BOOYHUIO U3BECTHOTO 10 ciyxaM ['onyboro ®eHukca, u
PELIUIU IOTOBOPUTH C HUM.

Pa3r030p OIIATICA TPXU MUHYTEHI, IIPEXKOE 9eM ﬁeH BEPHYIJICA K AJ'IeKCY, CKa3dB €My, YTO 3TN OPAKOHEBL
XOTAT C HUM BCTPETUTHCA, 0CO0OEeHHO TOBOPA O COTPYAHMUYECTBE B IIPOIIITIOM. Onu xorteny, YTOOHI OH
IIOCETHII UX KOPOJid, HO COCTOsSIHUE OBLII0O HEMHOTO HeCTaOMIbHBIM K3-3a HpI/I6J'II/I}KaI-OH.[I/IXC${ ObABOJIOB,
II0O3TOMY OHH CO6I/IpaJ'II/ICI:> CHa4ajla YHUYTOXHUTE UX, IIpexXae 4eM COIIPOBOXKIATh.



— TTousitHO. Crracu60. AeKC KUBHYT ¥ YIBIOHYICs. — Toraa 9To JIeTKo.

— Coap Anekc?

«M3BuHU, Mutpa. Y Te0s He Oy[eT IIaHca B 3TOM». AJIEKC ITOMOIIEN K Hel, IpexXae YeM UCUYEe3HYTh.
B cnepnytomee MrHOBEeHNE KPOBB XJILIHYJIa CO BCEX CTOPOH, CIIOBHO (POHTAH, 3ajIBasi 3€MJII0 HOXKIEM.
Haxe 6e3 cBoeit boxkecTBeHHOM JHepruu U boxkecTBeHHOi [lymmu AneKC BCe ellle MOT CIIPaBUTLCS C
atuM 0e3 mpo6yieM, TOCKOJIbKY ero IPOTUBHUKY Bce ellle Obiid Panrom OcHOBaHUS, faxke He
MacTepom 60€eBBIX UCKYCCTB.

9TO CHOBA MOTPSICIIO BCe I0Jie GUTBEHI, IIOOYMaB, JEHCTBUTEILHO JTX BOT CITyCTHIICS ¥ IIOMOT UM.

[Tpexkme ueM KTo-Mu0O0 MOHSA 3T0, AJIeKC yKe B35/ MUTPY U 3allphITHYNI Ha CIIMHY fHa, Ipocs ero
JIeTeTh K JpakoHaM.

PIGH KWBHYJI X B3JIETEJI B He60, IIpexnae 4eM IIOIIPOCUTh UX COIIPOBOOUTE UX.

,]:[paKOHBI 00JIMBAINCh IIOTOM U HEOOTHOKPATHO KHBAJIX. Onu 3agaBaiInch BOIIPOCOM, IIPABUJIBHO HUJIXA
HEeT IIPUTTalllaTh TaKO€e CYIeCTBO K cebe OOMOM.

Onnako ObUI0 OBI TyYIlle COIPOBOXKAATE UX, UeM 3aCTaBIIATh er0 UCKaTh ero. B mocnenHeM ciydae
HUYET0 XOPOIIIero He BRIUAET, TOTOMY YTO AJIEKC MOXKeT YOUTh HECKOJIBKO IPaKOHOB TOJIBKO IJIS
TOTO, YTOOBI ITOJIYYUTh AOJIKHOCTD, & 9TO IIPHUBENET TOJIbKO K HEIPUSA3HU MeXAY AJIeKCOM U
OpakoHbel pacou. Pe3ynbrat? IloIHOE YHUUTOXKEHME pPacChl IPaKOHOB.

OHU neTenu HECKOJIBKO MUHYT, Ipexkye YeM 00HapyKUIX OTPOMHYIO CKaly, IPOTSAHYBIIYIOCS IIOYTH
Ha KunomeTp. OOWH TONBKO BOMOTAM BEICOTOM B CTO METPOB AJIEKC MOT BUJETh, HO OBIPY 3a
BOZOIIAZIOM OH TOYHO He IIPONYCTHUIL.

— TlousTtHo. CTapklil TPIOK. — mpobopMoTast Anekc cebe o HOC.

['pymnmna nponeTesa MAMO ABIPH ¥ MIOMNaJia B APYrod MUP. ITO BRITSOEN0 KaK APYToil MU, IOTOMY
YTO MPEeXHUM 3eJIeHbIN er3axk MpeBpaTUiICS B 6ecmmogHy0 3eMio. HeCKOIbKO TPaKOHOB,
JeTalomux 1o Heby, myraau oOBIYHOTO YeJloBeKa.

— Cap Anekc... — MuTtpa B3rJISHYJ Ha HETO.

«He Bomuyiics. {1 Hu4yero He Oyny menaTb». ANeKc yILIOHYJICS, IPexkae YeM BCIIOMHUJI, YTO BUMEN Y
BOpPOT. «[TopTas noxox Ha YEPHYIO OLIPY...  HUYETro He BUXKY 3a HUM, II09TOMY COBEPIIEHHO
HEeU3BECTHO, KaKOoW Tel3ax 5 YBUXKY, Korna nobepych Tyna.

«B TO XKe BpeMsi, s CUMTAl0, YTO OH comepkuT Maccus TenemopTtaiuu boxecTBeHHOro Panra, 4ToOk!



COEOUHUTH ABa Mupa... He 00s13aTenbHo MaccuB TenemopTanuy, HO YTO-TO IIOX0XKee Ha Hero. TeM He
MeHee, eIMHCTBEHHHIN CII0CO0 3aKPHITh ITOPTAaI — 3TO CJIOMAaTh ero ¢ CUJIo unu pasobpats Hy, ecTsb
TPETUU BapuaHT, B KOTOpoM Mup [Ip9B0JI0OB OCTAHOBUT CBOE BTOPXKEHME, HO S AyMalo, YTO 3TOr0 He
IIPOU30UMET, €CJIU OHU He NIPEYCIIEI0T B CBOEY LIEJIU.

«Pa300opka 3aliMeT CIUIIKOM MHOTO BpEMEHHU, ITI03TOMY 51 [yMalo, YTO MHEe HYKHO BEICBOOOIUTE BCIO
CBOIO CHITY, YTOOBI PA3pPYIIUTh MOPTAJL. ITO OymeT OgMHOYHAS aTaka, YTOOB MUD He IIBITAJICS
BBITECHUTDH MeHs. ITocyie 3TOro s BOCIOJIb3YI0Ch 9TUM IIOPTAIOM. YTOOH IIPOHUKHYTH BHYTPh Mupa
[psiBOIOB». ANTeKC U30al JOJITHH B3OOX.

«Cap AnekcaHpp...» MUTpa OEpHYI ero 3a PyKH, IIOTOMY YTO OH, Ka3aJioch, TTy00Ko 3amymarcs. OHa
XOTeJla CKa3aTh MY, UTO OHH IIPUOBIIH, HO, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, CMOTIJIa TOJIBKO TKHYTh MaJbIIEM.

Bupenue Anexca 1mociiefioBajio 3a HalpaBlieHHEM U 00HaPYKUIO0 TUTaHTCKYI0 0enyio mi1aThopmy,
KOTOpas, Ka3asoch, Oblyia HanoiaHeHa [JyxoBHOU JHeprueli. Ha HeM oKouUICS cepeOpSHbIN IPaKoH,
HO BCKOpE OH OTKPHLJI I'/la3a, 3aMeTUB MPUOTHKAIOIUXCS TPeX APAaKOHOB, KOTOPHIX OH ITOCJIall paHee.
B To ke BpeMsi OH 00HapyXKUI Hena BMecTe ¢ AnekcoM u MuTpoit Ha CBOeii CIIIHE.

OH IIOCTeIeHHO MOMHSIJICS Ha CBOM YeTHIpe HOTH, IS Ha SHa C TOPKEeCTBEHHLIM BHIPaXKeHHEeM
JIUIA.

«3HAYHUT, 3TO KOPOJIb IPAKOHOB...» — B U3YMJIEHUHX BOCKIIUKHYII MI/ITpa.
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