BoeBoe cocTsa3aHue BCe elne IIpoaoJIZKaJioCh, HO OOJIBIIIMHCTBO U3 HUX YXKe He o6pa1uan0 Ha 3TO
BHUMaHUS. Huyero He momesaells, YUHUTREIBAsA, 9TO IIE€PBEIE OBA 0051 9TOTO COPEBHOBAHUMA ObLIH
CJIINIIIKOM HaHpH}KéHHLIMI/I.

Te, KTO 60pOHCH 3a TO, YTOOBI UX 3aMETHJIIN, MOT'JIX TOJIBKO BBEITEPETH CJIE€3BI, BO3BPAIllasiCh Ha CBOU
MeCTa.

dnuzabet IO-IIpeXXHeMYy CTapaliaChb U300 BCEX CHUJII, HO ey Ka3aJioCh, 4TO JIydie 3aKOHYUTh OaHKeT KaK
MOZKHO CKOpe€e.

«TTOCKOJIBKY KeIalolIuX ApaThCs O0JIbIlle HET, MBI 3aBEPIIINM €TI0 BRICTYIIJIEHHEM HAIlMX TAHIIOPOB.
[Tepen aTuM st XoTes OBl TOOIAr0OJapPUTh BCEX BAC 3a TO, YTO BBl MIPUIIIK B 3TO CKPOMHOE MECTO U
IIPUHSIN y4acTue B 9ToM OaHKeTe. f Hafieoch, 4To OymeT 00JIbIlle MHTEPECHBIX COOBITUN Ha
cnenytomieM baukere Cemu BrnusHuii». 9nusabet ynbibHynach, yxons. OHa He 3a0blia C UHTEPECOM
B3TJISTHYTh Ha AJIeKCa, TIOTOMY YTO UMEHHO OH MCIIOPTHII BeCh OaHKeT.

[Tocrie HECKONIBKUX MUHYT BHICTYIIJIEHUSI KPACUBLIE TAHIIOBIIUIIL, HAKOHEI], TIOKUHYJIX CLIeHY,
IIOCKOJIBKY BCE OHU Haydajy IIOJHUMATLCS CO CBOUX MECT.

— Yro 6B TH cHenan mocie 3Toro? — crupocuna CyH 1[3s0peH.

«Y MeH$ eCTb KOe-4TO cenaTh. f BcTpedy TeOs 3aBTpa y 3allagHEIX BOPOT, ¥ MBI BO3TJIaBUM KJIaH
BrnakBenn». AneKkc KUBHYII C yIIBIOKOM.

«f monumaro. Torpa g u3BUHACH». CyH LI30p3HE CII0KUII PYKU YallleYKOU U ITOKJIOHUJICS.

HukTo He 3Han, YTo ACTeHHY ¥ XKeHIiHa 6eccienHo ucue3nu. Ha caMmoMm mene, oHY OB OOHUMH U3
IIePBEIX, KTO IIOKHUHYJI 3TOT OAHKETHBIN 3a7l.

Arekc He CMOT UX HAUTHU U PEIIN IOCETUTh UX Cpa3y Iocye 3Toro. Yto Kkacaetrcsa OBenuH... OH Bce
ellle Pa3MBIIIAT, TIO3BOJIUTH NI OBeNUH BCTPEeTUThCA ¢ CyH FO unu HeT. IBeuH He 3Hana, 4yTo CyH
IO mpomnana, M03TOMY B UTOTE€ OH HE IIOIIPOCUTI €€ COITPOBOXKOATH €TO0.

«Crapmuit 6paT Anekc. g Xxo4y MoroBopuTk ¢ TOOOM ele». IBeIUH HaTyJack.

«H3punuTE... MO¥ rpaduK HEMHOTO IJIOTHEIN». AJIEKC ITo4Yecasl IeKy. «f yBepeH, 4YTO MBI CMOXKEeM
TIOTOBOPUTH B OyIyLIEM».

"{ moHUMar." 9BeNIuH IOCMOTpeia BHU3, HEMHOTO I'PYCTHO. «Torga s BEpHYCh CO CTapllel CeCTpou
AHpXKenom».

Anekc KHWBHYII 1 CMOTpPE€EJI, KaK OHa BEIXOOUT U3 3aJjla.



Korma oH coOupascs yiT#, OH BHE3AIHO [TOYYBCTBOBAJI IPUCYTCTBUE CclipaBa oT cebs. [Tepen
AnexcoM MOSIBUIIaCh CeoBIacast MIPUHIIECCa, CMOTPSIIAs Ha HETo C yIIBIOKOM.

— Mory 5 3aHATH Ballle BpeMsi, MUCTep AjleKcaHap?

Anekc cy3un rina3a. C 0gHOU CTOPOHEL, OH XOT€eJl OTKJIOHUATH 9TO IPUTJIallleHle, IOTOMY YTO eMy
HY2KHO OBIJIO BCTPETUTHCS C AcTeHHY. C OpPyroi CTOPOHHI, CYIIeCTBOBala BEPOSITHOCTh TOT'0, UTO
BoxecTBeHHOe KOpPONeBCTBO MPUCOENUHUTCS K BOWHE, €CTH OH He HaWleT BPeMs IIOTOBOPUTh C HEH.
OH He 60sJICS ee; OH IIPOCTO He XOTEeJl HEeHYKHBIX JIUITHUX ITPO0IEM.

«Ecmu [TpuHIlecca MOXKeT TOBOPUTH 3[1€Ch, TO KOHEYHO». B uTOre AJIeKC He OTBETHUN edl HU «[a», HU
«HET».

«KoHeuyHo. ITO [1e10 BaKHOE, HO He HaCTOJIbKO BaxkHOe». Jnu3abeT U3AIHO KUBHYJIA TOJIOBOY.
«HTEpECHO, UTO MUCTEDP ANleKcaHap AymaeT o MoeM BoxxecTBenHoM LlapcTBe?»

«Mosi? CrnioBa IpUHIIECCH TOYHO He JIETKHeE...» AJIeKC IPULIYPUI rfia3a. HelHeIHnY MOHapX 3TOro
KOPOJIEBCTBA BCe ellle OB ee fenyIKoi. TeM He MeHee, OHa y2Ke OTHOCHUJIaCh K HEMY KakK K CBOEMY.
E#t nmpotuBocTosin u KOnuii. CnegoBaTenbHO, AlleKC He OmK0Iach, CKasaB, YTO €€ CJI0Ba MOTYT
BHI3BaTh HEIOIIOHUMAaHUE.

«Jlymato, MHe He cnenyeT 0oJblile CKPHIBATh CBOU HaMepeHus...» Inu3abeT B3JOXHYIA.

"TToxanyucTa." AleKC KUBHYIL.

«YT0 g MOTy chenaTh [Jig Bac, YTOOH IOMOYb MHE B30UTH Ha TPOH?» — CIIpocuia Jnu3abeT C
Cepbe3HBIM BHIpAXKEHUEM JIHIIA.

"II" Anekc Obl1 crierka youBieH. OH y3Hall, YTO OHa CIIoco0Ha 3aHSATh TPOH, HO, TIOX0XKeE,
TIepeoleHN ee... XOTS OOJIKeH OBITh U ellle ONUH (paKTOp, KOTOPHEIY OHA YYUTHIBaIa A0 TaKOH
CTeIleHH, YTO 3afaia 9TOT BOIIPOC.

«41 MOTy OBITH TBOEM KEHOM UJIK KEM-TO ellle, YTOOH! 3apYUUTLCS TBOEU moanepxkKou. Kak T caMm
3Haelllb, 1 MOTY KOHTPOJIXPOBAThL OOJIBIIYIO YaCTh BIaCTH B 9TOM KOPOJIEBCTBE, HO Ha MOEM ITyTH BCE
elle MHOI'O IDOTUBHUKOB. fl yBepeH, YTO CIPaBIIIOCh CO BCEMHU. Yepe3 NEeCITh JIeT, HO eCTh OfHA
IlepeMeHHas, KoTopasi MOXeT U3MEeHUTh MO0 CUTyaIuio... ONu3abeT ycTaBUIach Ha HETO.

«4? [lyxoBHOe rHe300? HeT, 1 gymaro, 3T0 MO BoMHa nIpoTuB Kiana Bora Orus».

«Mucrep mpaB». Inu3abeT KuBHYyNa. «BoliHa BhI3Basia ObI HECTAaOUIbHOCTL BHYTPU BIUSHUS,
0C0OeHHO B CepefrHe BO3HeCeHus. BOT moueMy IIPOLIEHT MOEro BOCXOXOEHUS Ha TPOH IafjaeT Co CTa
[0 TPUALATU IIPOIIEHTOB. BOT HACKOIBKO BENIUK 3TOT (hAKTOD».



«Tem He MeHee, g He OyMalO, 94TO BaM HYZKHO IIpeajiaraTh TaKyIo IEHY, BepHO?» Amnekc Cy3HuJI I'jia3a.

«Pa3Be s He KpacuB B TBOUX I'/Ta3ax? My s HemoCTaToOYHO yMeH s Te0s1? Ymu Thl O0UIIBCS, YTO S
3aroBopio Tebe Ha CIIUHY?»

«BoBce HeT. MHOTHe IIOOK HaBepHSIKA OyOyT BaMU O4apOBAHHI, HO S IIPOIITY IPOLIEHUS, I He Oyay
OIHUM M3 HUX». AJIeKC IM0Ka4aJs rojioBou. «<KpoMe TOro, y MeHs eCTbh ellle OOHO NPeIoXKeHue O
IIPUHIIECCH], U 5 YBEPEH, YTO 9TO IOAXOAUT MHE OOJIbIIE».

— Mory S YCIIBIIIATh Hpe}IHO}KeHI/Ie? Ona ormnsgenacs, YTOORI Y6GJII/ITBC5{, 4YTO HHUKTO HE
IIOACHIYyIINBAET, XU CIIPOCHUIIA.

«Huuero crmoxnoro. [Toka [IpuHIlecca He BMeIINBaeTCs B 3Ty BOMHY, 5 ToXKe He Oyay BMEIIMBAThLCS B
Ballle KOponeBCTBO... OcoOeHHO ¢ mpuHLeM FOnueM. U Tak ke, Kak U BHI, 5 TaKXkKe yBepeH B no0efe B
BOUHE».

"I11" Onu3abeT cxkaja JTafloHy, YOUBHBIINCh TaKOMY Ipefioxkenuio. OHa nmogyMmana: «Ero
IIpenJiokKeHre JelCTBUTENIbHO NIPUBIIeKaTeNnbHo. Yero s 0ombie Bcero 600Ch, TaK 3TO TOTO, UTO MO
OpaT, B3SIBIIKCH 3a PYKY C OAPYrod MapTuel, HaCTUTHET MeHs. [ 1504 Ha BOEHHYIO CUTYalulo, S BUXKY,
yTo Spirit Nest roToBUICS K 3TOU BOUHE.

«Ecnu npunn FOnuit 3akniouut coio3 ¢ Kimanom Bora Oras u 6ymeT yHUYTOXKEH, I CMOTY ITOJIyIUTh
KOPOHY B OIHO MrHOBeHue. C IpyTroi CTOPOHEI, TI0Ka S IIPUHUMAI0 9TO IIPEJIoKEeHNE, OH He
3aKJ/TIOYUT C HUM cot03. [IpobimeMa B ToM... BeposiTHOCTh TOTO, uTO Kitan Bora OrHst BHIUTpaeT BOMHY,
BCE ellle CyLecTByeT. HecMOTpS Ha TO, YTO OH TOHKUM, OH 3aCJTy>KUBaeT BHUMaHUSI.

«HW3 Toro, 4TO S BUMEI paHee, s BUXKY, YTO KjaH bora OTHS M0oXKeT MPUOIU3UTHCS K TPEM BIIUSHHUIM.
[TepBbIM OymeT 3TO KOPONEeBCTBO... Mnu 1. Bropoii Oyget CekTta ®aHTa3moB. Ho 3To Bnusinue
KaXXeTCsl HeUTpabHEIM OOJIBIIYI0 YaCTh BPEMEHHU, ITI0TOMY I COMHEBAIOCh, UTO OHU IIPUCOETUHSATCS
K 9TOM OMTBe U HapylIaT CBOM HEUTpanuTeT. [IpyruMu CIIOBaMU, OHU MOTYT NIPUOIU3UTHCS K
benocHeXHOU TOpe.

«4l crBIlIIaz, YTO HEMABHO Y HUX MOSIBUTUCE T0JIb30BaTeNu YucToro JlemssHOro JeMeHTa, U TOT, KTO
npuies Ha 6aHKeT, OBl ob30BaTesneM KepTBEHHOTO JyieMeHTa... C 3TUMU ABYMS TaJlaHTIUBLIMU
monbMu Benocuexnas I'opa Morna 661 06begUHUTECS pyKa 00 pyKy ¢ Kimanom Bora Orus. [Ins
Knana Bora Orsst OHM MOTYT OCTAHOBUTD YIAHOK U CTATh CUJIbHEE C TIOMOIIIBI0 6pakKa, B TO BpEMS KaK
Benocuexnas ['opa MOXKeT MOJTyYUTh OT HUX HEKOTOPEIE PECYPCHI ».

— Kak pmena, mpuHuecca? Aekc yiabIOHYICS.

«Kak u oxupganock or Monogoro Mactepa AnekcaHapa, MHE TPYAHO OTKa3aThCs OT 3TOU CHEJIKU.
MHe noueMy-To XaJib, YTO MHe He y[aJioch 3aBJiafieTh BalllUM CepflleM. Buns Ballly CUy U OelCTBUS,
sl yBepeH, YTO MOT'y 3aCTaBUTh boxkecTBeHHOe 1lapCcTBO OKa3aTh HAWITyYIllee BIUSHUE. C TOOOH, KaK C
MOMM KOpojieM». Inu3abeT co01a3HUTENIbHO YIIBIOHYach.



— Boroch, 3T0 HEBO3MOXKHO. AJIEKC IOKauvaJjl I'ojI0BO#. — WMTakK, BBl XOTUTE UMETh IHUCbMEHHBIN
KOHTPAKT?

«Het Heo6xomumocTu. A cyutaio, uto HebecHoi KngaTBE Mexkay HaMu 000UMU IOCTATOYHO, TaK KakK
g yBepeH, 4To Mosopoi MacTtep AneKcaHAp BHIIIONHUT Ballle obemanue. M 5 u Mo ¢ppakius
OCTaHEeMCSl HeUTPaTbHBIMU».

«...» AneKc HeMHOT0 pa3o37uJjcs B ayiie. OHa HaMepeHHO CKa3alla, YTo OHa U ee (hpakius
OCTaHyTCSI HEUTPAJIbHBIMY, TI09TOMY OHa He MoTJia o0elraTh, 4To ee OpaT KOnmuii MoXkeT BMeIIaThCH,
npucoeguHUBIIKCH K Kitany Bora Orus uny y4acTBys B KQUeCTBE TPEThEW CTOPOHHI.

«KoHeYHo, 5 chesnaio Bce BO3MOKHOe, YTOOH Iep2KaTh BCe KOPOJIEBCTBO IO KOHTPOJIEM, XOTS MOS
CHUJIa TaKXe orpaHuyeHa. [103ToMy 51 3apaHee W3BUHSIOCh». INu3abeT ynbOHYyIach.

Anexkceii HEMHOTO TIOAyMaJl ¥ KMBHYI. — $1 moyara, y Hac ecTh CHenka?

Onu 06a moxkanu gpyr Apyry pyku u nanu Hebecuyio Knsatsy. [Tocne aToro Snu3abet nobaBumna: «f
X04y IIpefynpenuTh MOJIOIOTro MacTepa Anekca, 4ToObl OH GBI OCTOPOKEH ¢ KiaHoM Bora OrHs.
Onu moryT npuidTu K benocHexxHou ['ope ans coio3a. B KOHIIe KOHI[OB, €CJIM OHU BHIUTPAIOT BOUHY,
OHHU CMOTYT nOorinoTuTh Baily ['He3pmo [Iyxos, Kinan Oruennoro bora u [Iesabii [TaBunbos. U g He
momxkeH 3a0bBaTh 0 [IpeBHel Cunelt CeMbe, TOCKOIBKY OHM MOTYT IPUCOEIUHUTHCS K BOMHE MTOCTIe
3TOTO CO03a, YTO CAelaeT OUTBY TPU NIPOTUB TPEX».

«He BonmHy#MCs. Y MeHS BCe IO KOHTPOIeM». AJIeKC yXMBIJIbHYJICS. OH HUYEero He CKa3ajl O CBOeu
KO3LIPHOM KapTe, Takxke u3BeCcTHOM Kak Cekra CBoOomsl. OH MmTaHUpPOBan yrpoxkath [IpeBHel CuHen
Cembe cBouM [IyXOBHEIM ['HE3[0M U TpeMS BIUSTHUSIMHU.

— Torpma MHe He 0 YeM GECTIOKOUTECS. Ju3a0eT KUBHYIIA.

Arekc KUBHYII B OTBET M IIOIIeJT OBIJIO ITPOYb, HO BAPYT BCIIOMHMIT BOTIPOC ¥ OCTAHOBHUIICS. — f X0y
3apaTh Tebe OIMH BOIPOC.

<<HO}KaHYﬁCTa, CIIDOCHUTE. b | OTBE4YY Ha Balll BOIIPOC, HACKOJILKO CMOT'Y>.

— Trl He GOUIIBLCS, YTO IIOCTIE 3TOTO S MOTY PELINTh IPaBUTh MUPOM? ATIEKC YXMBIIBHYIICS U
IIPOMIOJIKHUJI. «3HAaeIllb, TBOe KOPOJIEBCTBO MOXKET CTaTh OOHOM U3 JKEPTB».

«$1 MoTy mpenioXUTh cebst TOIbKO B KaUeCTBe TBOEH JKEHHI, ITpefijiarast CBoe KOPOJIEBCTBO B
KayecTBe TBOei TeppuTopun». Inusabet ynrOHyIach.

Ee cmpIc OB TOHATEH AJIEKCY U 3aCTaBUI €r0 YCMeXHYThCs. OH BHIILIEN U3 3aja, MaXHYB PyKOi. «4
He X0y [IpaThCs ¢ TOOO0M KaK CO CBOUM IIPOTUBHUKOM. ITO CTPAIIHO».



«HeTt, HET. OTO JOIKEeH CcKa3aTh I».

Aslekc B3[OXHYJ ¥ HAllpaBUJICA K TOCTUHHUIIE, 0 KOTOPOU ACTEeHHY CKa3a eMy paHee. [1o gopore oH
ellle pa3 B3TJIIHY Ha 3ajl 4 3aayMarcs. «[lo KpaliHeu Mepe, g 3Hato, 4To boxectBeHHOoe LlapcTBo He
OymeT BMewInBaTLCA B 3Ty OuTBY. Cyns o moBefeHuI0 Jnu3abeT, oHa He OyfeT IepBoi, KTO HAUHET
BOMHY, ecnii boxecTBeHHOe LlapCTBO meNCTBUTENBHO ABUHETCS. BOT moyeMy ero ycTparBalia TOJIbKO
Heb6ecnas KnsitBa. B oTiuywme OT mPOIINIOT0, HEIHEITHUY OH MOXKET y3HaTh, OYIET I 3TOT YeJI0BEK
MCKaTh C11ocob paccka3aTh KOMY-TO U HET.

KpOMe TOTO, OH TaKXe CJIeOus 3a TeM, YTOOH BCe, UTO OH el pacCKa3bIBall, HE OBL710 OOIBIINM
CEeKPETOM.

«TeM He MeHee, 3Ta IIpUHIIECCA OEUCTBUTEIILHO CTPaIIHasi. Y Hee MO3r U cuia, Kak y lllenku, HO oHa
He M3 TeX, KTO IMOWEeT Ha OTPOMHBIM PUCK TOIBKO IJIsS TOTO, YTOOB pearu30BaTh CBOM aMOUIIUY U
IIOTEHINAJIbHO HaBPEIUTh MHE B IIpollecce». AJTeKC B3NOXHYII C o0neryenrueM. « Mol IaHC 00eIUTh
KiaH bora OTHSI CHOBa yBEIUYHUIICS».

[Tpoiips elre HECKOJIBKO MUHYT, AleKc moOpasics mo o0ellaHHON TOCTUHUIEL. K cHuacThio, He HAIIoCh
HUKOT'0 HACTOJIBKO TJIYIIOT0, YTOOR! TPECTIENOBATh €T0 C3aM MUJTU TIOHO0CTIATh K HeMy yOUIIl, KOTIa OH
ObLT B IyTH. BOT moyeMy oH Mor moOpaThCs 0 3TOT0 MecTa 6e3 0COOBIX 3aTpaT BPEeMEeHH.

Botigs B TpaKTUP, OH OBICTPO IOOHSJICS HaBepX, Kak OyaTo OB 3aBCeraTaeM 3TOTO TpakTupa. Ero
11eJ1bI0 ObIT BEPXHUH 9TaXK, M 0Ka3aJIoCh, YTO Ha 3TOM 3TaxKe OblJIa TOIHKO OffHA KOMHATA.

IIBephb BHE3AIIHO OTKPHIIACh U3HYTPH, KaK OyATO OHM 3HAIH, YTO AJIeKC umeT. AJIeKC CHavasa
aKTHBUPOBAJI CBOU MYXOBHBIE Tla3a, YTOOLI IPOBEPUTH, OBIIA JTX 3TO JIOBYINKA, TPeXKOe YeM BOUTH B
KOMHaTY.

<<J106p0 II0ZKaJIOBATh KO MHE, AHeKcaHup CI/IpI/IYC». T'omnoc ACTeHHy pa3HeCcCd 110 KOMHaTe.

Anekc oCMOTpeN Ha MyKYHUHY ¥ KUBHYJI C y/IbIOKoM. "Criacu0o 3a mpuriaiieHue."

«HeT, HeT. 4 IPOCTO UCIIONIHSAO ee XKellaHue. XO0Ts, MPU3HaKCh, MHE OYEeHb UHTEPECHO
II03HAKOMUTHCS C BaMu». OH YXMBUIBHYJICS, IIPEXKAEe YeM IPOTSIHYTh PYKY K AMBaHY Ilepen HUM.
"Capurecs, noxanyucra."

Arekc IOCMOTPET Ha CUMSINYI0 ACTEHHY U CTOSIIITYIO XKEHIITUHY B Yazpe u cen. "Cmacu6o."

«4 ActenHy u3 cekTrl PaHTa3M. [IpUATHO TO3HAKOMUTLCS».

«4 AnekcaHap u3 «I'He3ma OyX0oB».



— Kak s yxKe cKa3sail, s Xouy, YTOOHI ThI KOE C KEM ITO3HAKOMUIICS. ACTEeHHY B3T/ISHYI Ha XKEHIIUHY U
npenctasun ee Anekcy. "OHa-"

[Ipexpe yeM OH yCIelsl IPOU3HECTHU ee UM, AJIeKC OCTaHOBHUJIA €T0.

«HeT HyX[bl B TpeACcTaBIeHUn». AJIeKC yIBIOHYICS U ITOKayasl r0JIOBOM, IIpeXe YeM B3TJISIHYTh Ha
JKEHIIUHY PAIOM C HUM U YNIBIOHYThCS ell. «ITo ObUIO faBHO, cTapiuas cectpa CyH FOii».

Ona ObinTa omeIoM/IeHa, Tak KaK HUKOTHA He OXKHuMala, 4To AJIeKC BCe ellle y3HaeT ee, HeCMOTPS Ha
ee uamenenue. Cyn FO# ynbiOHyIach U CHsIMIA Byaslb BMECTe C MaHTHeH, CKPLIBABIIeH ee HaCTOSIIee
TEJo.

AJleKC CHOBA MOT BHMIETH €€ JIUII0, CBETJIBIE BOJIOCH, KPOIIEYHYI0 QUTYPKY U BeCesioe BEIpaxkKeHue
muna. CyH FO ynsIGHYyIach OT yxa [0 yxa, Korja ckasaja: «Mbl CHOBa BCTPETUIIMCh, MJTAALINAN GpaT!»
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