«3JTOT CTapHUK IIPUBETCTBYET Bac, 60ﬁHbI CBHH.IeHHOl"O KOHTHHEHTa».

3BYK OBUI He TPOMKHUM, HO 9XOM OT[IaBajICs B yIIaX KaxKgoro. ITOMY 3BYKY YAalI0Ch IPUBJIEYb
BceoOIllee BHUMaHUe, BKIo4as Anekca.

OG6epHYBIIKCH, AJTEKC ITOCMOTPEST BBEPX M YBUOEJ CTapuKa B He0e, aKTUBHUPOBAB CBOM IyXOBHEIE
rna3a. Cuna 4-3Be3nounoro boesoro CBATOro crapuka ynusuia ero. Cyns o BceMy, V CTapuKa He
TaK aBHO OBLJIO MMPOMIBUXKEHHUE, TAK KakK [lyXoBHast JHeprus eie He Oblyla CTabuIbHON. TeM He
MeHee, CUJIH 4-3Be3MHOT0 60eBOT0 CBSITOr'0 OBIIO JOCTATOYHO, YTOOR! IPUBJIEYh BCeOOIee BHUMaHMUE.

BrIpaxkeHue nuiia AjeKca 3a MacKO# CTajIo CePhe3HBIM. Y cTapuKa OBIIM JIHHHEE OejIhle BOJIOCH |
6opoma. OH HOCHT GOJIBIIKE KPYTJIble OYKH, YTO [ejIajio ero Mojoxe. BripaxkeHue ero muia OblIo
onucano JIeo30M BMecTe € ero u300paxkeHneM, Tak YTO AJIEKC MTHOBEHHO Y3HaJl 3TOTO CTapHKa.

«BONBIIMHCTBO M3 Bac, BO3MOXKHO, y2Ke 3HAlOT MeHs, HO 5, TEM He MeHee, IPeCTaBIoCch. 4 ApaH,
MacTep [TaBuiboHa 60EBBIX UCKYCCTB. Y HAC BCerya eCcTh TaKoe COOBITHE KaXkKIble CTO JIET, YTOOH
MOKIaThCs MOosIBIeHUsT MOHCTpa. OTKyna 6epyTcst MOHCTPEI? ? 4 He 3Ha." CTapuk 6€CIIOMOIIHO
II0KauaJl TOJI0BOM.

«B mo6oM ciydae, Halllu IPeIKK TOCTPOUIIM 9TO MECTO HECKOJIBKO THICSY JIET Ha3al, He OCTaBUB
HUKAKUX 3alMCOK. MEl 61aromapHbl HALIMM ITPEKaM 3a TO, UTO WX YCHUJIUS HaJld TAKyIo
BO3MOXKHOCTb. B 1060M cllyyae, BaM MOXKeT ObITh CKYYHO CJIYIIATh 9TOT0 CTapHKa, TAK YTO 5 IPOCTO
A cobuparck cKa3aTh, 4YTO y 3TOT0 MECTa €CTh TOJIBKO OOHO MpaBuII0. HeBaxkHO, KaKO# Y Te6S OMBIT
B 9TOM LIapCTBE, He MHITalCcs IenaTh Kakue-Tub0 CMeIIHbe JBUKEHUS B 3TOM TOpofie. ITOT CTapUK
momKeH ObITh TeM, KTO OCTaHOBUT Tebs. B To BpeMs - 4 He 3Hal0, Kakas y Tebs 6ymet cynwba, -
HU3KUM T'0JIOCOM CKa3ajl ApaH.

Jltomu CTTIOTHYJIH, TOHMMAs Cephe3HOCTh 3TOT0 Bompoca Ajisi ApaHa. [laxke eciiy OBl OHU HaXO[UIIKUCh
IO 3AlUUTON BIUSHUY, BIUAHUASA He 3alIATUAIN ObI UX, eCiIX OBl OHU He OBIJIM HOCTATOYHO BAXKHBLIMU.

AJieKkc, ¢ Ipyrou CTOPOHEI, IPUCIIOHUJICS K CTEeHe, 0XKHUas, KOTraa 0TKpoeTcs napcTso. OH
IIJTAaHMPOBAJI JBUTATHCS TOJILKO BHYTPH L[apCTBA M CpaXkKaThCs C MOAKPEIJIeHHeM CeKThl YepHOTo
IbsIBOJIA Te YTOIHO, YTOOL €T0 He BOJIHOBasa ero peyb. IMeHHO B 3TO BpeMs AneKcell He0XKUOaHHO
MIOTy4YHUJT COKPYIIUTEIbHOE U3BECTHE.

[X03s1uH, HUKOb X04EeT IOTOBOPUTH C BaMHU. |

Ero 6poBu IEepHYINUCH, TOCKONIBbKY OYXU HUKOTTIa He CIIpalluBaiyd 00 3TOM, €CJIU TOJIBKO 3TO He OBII0
BasKHBIM [IeJIOM. B ero rojioBy XJIBIHYJIO MHOXKECTBO MBICJIEH, HO HU OfIHa U3 HUX He Obllla HaCTOJIBKO
BayKHOM, YTOOBI TapaHTUPOBATh 3aNPOC OT LYXOB.

Cepane Havaso OellleHO KOJIOTUTHCS, KOTHa AJIeKC BHIIIEN B TEMHEIM IIEPEYIOK, JoCTaBas KapTOUKy
Huxkons.



— Yro cnyuyunock, Hukons? — cripocun Anekc, HaxXMypuB OpPOBH.

«MHe HYXKHO COO6H.[I/ITB BaM KOe-KaKue IJI0XHe HOBOCTU», — CKa3ajla HUKOIIb HU3KUM TOJIOCOM, TakK
KaK OHaA TOXK€ He OTHOCHUJIACh K 3TOMY BOIIPOCY JIETKOMEICJIIEHHO.

Arexc OTBeTUJI He Cpaly, CHayajla YCIIOKOUB CBOe cepnue. "Ckaxu-ka."

«Bo-nepBerix, craperuirHa CyH U... {1 uMelo B BUAly, 4YTO YETBEPTHIM CTapeUIInHa MEPTB. TpeTuil
CTapeuInnHa yOuBaeT ero».

«[Touemy? A KTO YEeTBEPTLIN CTApeNNINHA U TPETUU CTapeHIInHa COOTBETCTBEHHO?»
y

«YeTBepTHIl CTapeiiinHa — 3TO TOT, y KOTo 6onee Onu3kue oTHouleHus ¢ CyH FO 1 ocTanbHEIME».
Hukone Ha MraOBeHUe 3aMoirdaia. «CyIieCTBYIOT CJI0KHbEIE OTHOIIEHUS MEXIY IIePBLIM, TPETHUM U
YeTBEPTHIM CTapeiuHoi. Mbl npuOsiu Ha HeGecHblli KOHTUHEHT paHbIlle, YeM OHU, II03TOMY He
3HaeM 00 3TOM IIpoIecce.

«H3 Toro, uto s cnwiman, Cyld KO gomxkHa OBITE ellle XXKKUBa, IOTOMY 4YTO OH He yOuI ee HamnpsMmyio. K
COXKaJleHuIo, OHa Obl/la TTOCPEOY OKeaHa... f1 yBepeH, YTO MOJIOON MacTep 3HAeT, HaCKOIbKO OTaCHO
9T0 MecTo». HUKOIb He cTajla IPOoJo/iKaTh, TaK KakK MOrJjia IPefCTaBUTh BhIpaxKeHue nulia AJleKc
IIPSIMO cerdac.

ATrekC 3aKphblI I'7la3a, Koraa SpoCcTh HaloIHua ero cepaue. OH X0Tes BHIJIECHYTh 9TOT THEB Ha
KJ1aH BiskBels, HO HUKOTO U3 HUX 3ech He 6b110. OH riTy00KO B3MOXHYJI, IIPEeXae YeM CKa3aTh
packasiaue. — [ToHsATHO. Ee cynb0a Hem3BecTHa.

On HaMePEeHHO CKa3all «KHeU3BECTHO», IIOTOMY 4YTO HE XOTE€JI BEPUTh, YTO OHa YMepIIa.

"ITa. Ona mu60 BepHeTCs, b0 oTIpaBuTCs Aasnbile Ha HeOecHeiir KonTrHeHT. ECiu OHa MpuUaeT Ha
Heb6ecHnii KOHTUHEHT, M ee HalifieM. B mpoTtuBHOM criydae Hoamb HaBepHsSKa 3aMETUT €€ B
IIOPTOBOM TOPO]IE.

«IToHATHO. BBl CKa3anu, 4TO y BaC €CTh HECKOJIBKO IIJIOXUX HOBOCTEMU... TOTHa IIPOOO/IKauTe». —
CKa3aJ AJlekc, C TPYLOM CHEepXKUBasi CBOU THEB.

«ITocrne Bo3BpallleHus B KilaH BI9KBel TpeTU CTapetIlInHa U [IePBLIl CTaperlIvHa YCIeIIHO
yOenunu KiaH BEICTIEOUTh Bac. OHU TaKXkKe MBITAI0TCS COTPYAHUYATH C KitaHoM Bora Orus. B aTom
CJIy4ae Ballle IT0JI0KeHUe OygeT omacHEIM. U 51 60TCSI, YTO OHU NPUAYT B IIOJTHOM COCTaBe UJIH, 110
KpaliHel Mepe, 00JIbIlle YeM HAIlOJIOBUHY».

“I1" Anmekc Ccy3ur ria3sa, IbITasgCh MPUOyMaTh UAE. OTO IIpaBHa, YTO €CJIY [Ba KjlaHa HallelIAaTCS Ha
Hero, y Anekca 6ynyT 6osbinre npo6iaeMel. BBIUT TONBKO OOUH CIIOCOO PELIUTh 9Ty pobaemy.
«KaxeTcs, MHe HyKHO BOCII0JIb30BaThCA yCIyrou CTapeuInHsl MaHHECC».



HOJIO6HO JIy49y HaJeX[Obl IIOCpenyn ThMEI, Huxkonb ckazana: «3To MOTYT OBLITH Xopoiue HUn IIJIOXue
HOBOCTH, B 3aBUCHUMOCTH OT TOT'O, KaK MbI GYI[eM mericTBoBaTh. Ho g 3aMedalo, 4YTO HACIeTHUK 3TOTO
KJIaHa, KaXXeTCsA, COMHEBAETCA B 3TOM. IIJIAaHHUPYA IMOCTEIIEHHO OCTABJIATH IIOOCKaA3KH, YTOOBI
3aCTAaBUTh €r0 IIOHATE IIPABOY.

«B 3T0 BpeMs MOJIOJOM MacTep UK S MOXKEM MOSIBUTHCA Ilepel HUM U IpeabaBuTh VIP-kapTy. 4
y3HaJl, 4YTo caMas 0OJIbIlasl nepapxus 3TOro KjnaHa — 3T0 I[laTpuapx, Benmukuit CrapeimuHa,
IIpeemuuk, 3aTeM CTapeuInHel. ECii MBI CMOXKEM IIPUBSA3aTh €r0 K Hallla CTOPOHA, MBI MOJIKHEI
OBITH B COCTOSTHUY ITE€PEJIOMUTH CUTYaIUIO».

«Ecnu 9T0 BpeMd NPUAET, I0Ka He [ejaiTe X0, TaK KaK Mbl XOTUM KMCII0JIb30BaTh Halll KO3BIPh B
TIOCJIEIHIOI0 CEeKYHAOY. A IOKa 51 X04y, 4TOOH! BBl pacciienoBanu cinyxu o VIP-kaprte. XoTs y MeHs He
O04YeHb XOpoIree HacTpoeHue. 06 aToMm."

«ITousiTHO. 91 cHemalo Bce, YTO B MOUX cuinax». HUKOIbL 3Hana, 4To AJIeKC IIJIaHUPOBaJl UCI0JIb30BaTh
IpeeMHUKa, YTOOH yOeIuTh BEJIMKOTO CTaPEeHIINHY ¥ ITaTpHuapxa yOUThb IIePBOr0 CTaPEHIINHY U
TpPeTbero crapeunnay. OgHAKO 3TO OBIT TOHKO IIJIAH B €e TojIoBe. Y AnleKca [IomXKeH ObITh IJIaH
TIOKPYTIHEE.

3aKOHYMB pa3roBop ¢ Hukomb, OH 6pOCUI KapTy B UHBEHTAPh U MPUCTIOHUTICS K cTeHe. OH u3parn
IONTUY B3M0X. «MEI HEe MOxKeM OBITh HETEePIIeIUBLIMU 37eCh. Ecniu OyeT CIUIIKOM MHOTO YUK,
npeeMHUK OymeT cOUT ¢ Tonky. [Ipy Takux TeMnax MHe, BO3MOXKHO, IPUAETCS IPUHSATE Ha ce0s
OCHOBHOY yJap UX IIepBOU aTakKH, IIpexkye yeM cOexkaTh B IapCTBO. B KOHIle KOHIIOB, y HUX He
IOIKHO OBITH HUKaKuX MacTep MaccuBa KOCMUYECKUX 3JIEMEHTOB B UX PAfax».

Anekc 3aKphlJ I'Jla3a Ha HECKOJIBKO CEKYHI, NpexXfe YeM clelaTh ellle OfuH Iy6oKui B3gox. OH
YCIIOKOWJI TONOBY. «Bynb TO cTapias cecTpa XKuBa UJIK MEPTBA, s 003aTeIbHO OTOMIY UM. UTO
KaCaeTcs TOTO, Kak 51 OyOoy UMeTh Jiesio ¢ KinaHoM BIIaKBelin, s CHayasla YBUXKY, KaK OHU OTPearupyioT
IIOCJIe TOT'0, KaK pa3birpalo BCce CBOU KapThl. B KOHIle KOHIIOB, 1 MOTy cripaBuThcs ¢ Kinan bora Oras
celyac OfIMH, JIy4Ille IIPOCTUTD UX ¥ UCIIOIb30BaTh KaK CBOIO KapTy B 9TOM OUTBE.

«Kpome Toro, Korfa s UCIOJb3yio BiausiHue CTapiiero MyxecTBa, 3TOTO AOJIKHO OBITH IOCTATOYHO,
YTOOBI YHUYTOXKUTD UX C ITIOMOIIBIO KJTaHa bakBeii». AeKc MOOHS rila3a Ha HECKOJIbKO CEeKYH,
IpexXae YeM OTIIPABUTHCS Ha TJIaBHYIO MJIOLIAMb.

YouBuTeNnbHO, HO Aylekc 00HapyKUJI, YTO IJIOIaAb ITyCTa, 0CTAI0OCh BCETO HECKOJILKO YEJIOBEK,
BKJ/TI0Yas CTapuKa, IPUBETCTBOBABIIET0 BCeX Y4acTHUKOB. OH IIOBEPHYJ HAllpaBO U YBUME, YTO
BOPOTa OTKPHITEL.

XoTs ¥ ¢ TpynoM, AJieKC ToXkKe MOTJla HauTy 3Hepruo HenbCcoHa, Kpaasch BOKPYT HUX. OH 3aKaTUml
r7a3a ¥ IoMesl K BOPOTaM.

“I11" KoHe4HO, BCe IPUCYTCTBYIOLIKE 30eCh 3aMEeTU/IN IPUCYTCTBUE AJIeKCa U [IOBEPHYJIU I'OJIOBEL.
Iaxe nupep rPyIIBE X YYEHUKOB yKe BOIIEeN B 6apbep, moueMy 6bl KOMY-TO BPOZEe HETO 3TOTO He
chenarb. ITO CMYTUIIO UX, 3afaBasiCh BOIIPOCOM, OINla3fibIBAET JIM OH MUJIX YTO-TO 3afyMall.



TeMm He MeHee, Anekc Bolesn B 0ocoboe IapCTBO, ¥ HUKTO €TI0 HE OCTAaHOBHII. Kak TonbKO OH BOIIEN B
IapCTBO, OH CquafIHBIM O6p&30M TeJIEIIOPTHUPOBAJICA.

«CMmoTpure. 3ech Opoasiunit KynbTuBaTop!» OOWH U3 JIIOOEN B €70 OKPYKEHUM 3aMeTHJI ero
IIPUCYTCTBUE U 3aKpUdall.

Ipyrue y4eHUKH OCTAHOBHIMCH ¥ TIOCMOTPEINM Ha AJNleKCa, YXMBIISSACh. B 3TUX ITUHHBIX YEPHBIX
MaHTHSIX AJIeKC KaKUM-TO 00pa30M IIOHSII, YTO 9TH JIIOAU ObLIN U3 CeKTH YepHOro absiBoja. Ero
IIPEe[oJIoXeHrne ObII0 MOTKPEIIIEHO CJIOBAMU TEX JTIONEH.

«XO0Ts MBI He MOZKeM JIETKO aTaKOBaTh Jpyrue BIUAHNWSA, MBI MO2KEM HalleJIMTBCA Ha 6p0]1${‘-II/IX
KYJIIbTUBATOPOB U MPEBPATUTE WX B ITUJIIOJII0O KPDOBU». OnuH n3 HUX KHUBHYIJI, IIOOXO0OA K AneKcy.

Anexc OKMHYII B3TTISIIOM BCIO TEPPUTOPHIO, CIYUTAS JIIOJEH, BHYTPY KOTOPHIX OBbIlla 9HEPTHUsS KPOBH.
On mpo6opmoTan cebe mo HoOC: «[IATHAAIIATH YETTOBEK».

"Yro?" OOuH U3 HUX, KaXKeTCs, 3aMEeTUJI, 4To AJleKCc TpobopMOTasl KaKue-To CJI0Ba, U 00uIescs.

Arnexkc moxar njaeyaMmu, crpaimBas ux: «Kak BE fymMaeTe, JOCTaTOYHO JIU NATHAALIATH YEJIOBEK,
YTOOB YOUTH MEHSI?»

«TBI BCETO NUIIH MOIIEHHUK-KYIbTUBATOP. Kak TH fyMaelb, Thl TaKOH? Thl MOXKeIb OBITh 6-
3Be30HLIM boeBriM MMIepaTopoM, HO V¥ Hac €CTh CeMb 5-3Be30HBIX boeBrix IMIIepaTopoB U OBa 6-
3Be31HbIX boeBrix MMmnepaTopa. [ymaernrs, Mbl 6ouMcst Teb6s? ?" ToT, KTo 00umesics, MomoIIen K
Arnekcy, genas CTpallHoe JIULO. «BOe CYacThe yMEPEeTh OT HAIIUX PYK».

OH TI07I0KUJI PYKY Ha I1JIedo AJieKca, a Ta TPOCTO yIEIOHYTack eMy. AmeKc ckasam: «4 He Oymy 3Toro
IeJaTh, ecu g 0ymy To60M».

«4To THL...» [Ipexknae 4eM OH 3aKOHUUJI CBOU CJIOBA, OH 3aMeTHJI IPUCYTCTBUE 1103anu cebs u
00epHYJICs, HO ero TojioBa yXke jeTefa. B mocneqHion CeKyHIy OH YBUEN YePHOBOJIOCYIO XKEeHIINHY,
yOHBalOIIyI0 ero CBOei KOCOM.

He poxupasce curnasa Ajiekca, ero 3aKOHTPaKTOBaHHBIE 3BEPU U €T0 OyxXu, KpoMme Jleo3a, 2KaHHEL U
HenbcoHa, BHIIIIK U3 €T0 Tejla U MOMbITaNuCh YOUTh OKpyXkamommXx. [Jaxke 6e3 Tpex AyX0B Y HUX BCe
paBHO OBIZIO OOWHHAAIATH YEJIOBEK, BKITI0Uas AJleKca.

CTtuHa 1 AHHa MTHOBEHHO YOUITH CBOMX MMPOTHBHUKOB M3-3a PA3HUIIE B CHJIE, B TO BpeMs KaK [Apyras
3aKOHYMIIA 00¥ 3a HECKOJIbKO PayH[IOB.

[IaTHaALATh YeTOBEeK IMOTrubIM 3a HeCKOIbKO CEeKYH/I. BripakeHue nuiia AjleKca CTasio CePhe3HEBIM,
KOT'7Ia OH OTJISIIEJICSI CBOMMH JyXOBHBIMHU T'Ia3aMHU, YTOOR! YBUOETD, €CTh JIX MOGIHU30CTH JIFOIH.



Y6enuBmrch, 4TO OHU B 0€30m1acHOCTH, AJTIEKC CeJl, IpeXe dyeM Bei3BaTh HapMaHa. «HapMas. X0Tb
TH 1 BoenHb KOposb, TBOEH CHUIIBI JOJIKHO OBITH JOCTATOYHO, YTOOH! OIPENETUTh
MEeCTOHaXO0XKJIeHNe HallluX BparoB. [IBUraics u MopgepKuBail KOHTAKT C OPYTUMU JyXaMH, YTOObI MbI
MOTJIM YCTPOUTH UM 3acamy».

"Ilousan." HapMaH KUBHYJI, IIpeXe 4YeM UCUE3HYTh U3 UX IJIa3.

Anekc moBepHycs. «IIpexkfe BCcero, C HaMu OfMHHAAIATh YesioBeK. [TepenBuraThcs GyeT omacHo,
HECMOTPS Ha Hauly cuiy. [103ToMy 5 X04y pa3mesuTh Hac Ha Tpu rpynnsbl. Cuna CTUHB HAXOOUTCS
Ha nuke 10-3Be3gHOro boesoro MMnepaTopa, I03TOMY 51 X04Uy €l BO3IJIaBUTh TPYIIY U3 TpeX
yeJI0BeK. BHI MoXKeTe 3TO caenaTh?”

B nmansl Anekca He Bxonusio o6peMeHsTh CTUHY, TaK KaK OH XOTeJl, YTOOB OHU PacCPeNOTOUUIIUCS.
OpHako, BUAS, KaK OHYM CTPYIIHAPOBAIUCh TaKUM 00pa30M, UM [eMCTBUTENIHHO HYKHO OBIIO
chopmMupoBaTh Ipynmy. B aToM ciydae eMy HYKHO OBIJIO TTOJOXKUTHCS Ha CUJIBHEUIIYIO U3 X I'PYIIIIHL,
Cruny.

KoHeuHO, OHa He yCOMHUIACh B 9TOM U KMBHYJIa, HU4Yero He cKa3aB. "[IoHATHO. Kak HacueT Moux
TOBapHILleH 10 KoMaHae?"

Arnekc 3agymaics Ha MUHYTY, IIpeXae 4eM cKa3aTh: « sl mougeltsb ¢ Kanom u [IxxuH. Tem
BpeMeHeM BTOPYIO rpymniy Bo3riaBuT ®abuo. Bamumu ToBapuinaMu 1no koMmanae 6ynyT Bepa, ['per u
Aptyp. OcTanbHBIE TIOCNIEAYIOT 32 MHOWY.

AnuHa u Illeppu 00MeHSIINCh B3TISIDAMU ¥ KUBHYJIU APYT OPYTY, COTJIAIIAsICh C TAKOH
IOrOBOPEHHOCTHI0. UMeHHO B 9TO BpeMsi AHSI BOPYT 3aKpuyalia ¥ OCTaHOBHIIA €TO0.

«ITomoxpmu, Anekc. 4 gymato, OymeT Jydille, eCciu s He Moy ¢ ToOoii. {1 mory HabmogaTh TO, 9Yero Th
He MOXKelllb Ha0IoaaTh, ¥ COCTABIATh IIJIAH B COOTBETCTBUU C ITUM».

K coxarneHuio, 0OTBETOM Ha ee BOIpPOC Obla TpsicKa rojioBoi. « ¢ moctasuin Katina u CTUHY BMeCTe,
IIOTOMY YTO y HUX €CTb JIyuillasi KOMOHWHAIMS, B TO BpeMs Kak [[KuH gBiseTcs 6ydhepoM 3Tou
TPynmeL. ITO TO ke caMoe, uTo ®abuo u Bepa. C gpyro# cTopoHE!, ['per coxpaHui CBOIO POJIb MIKATa
BTOPOM I'PYIIH, B TO BpeMs Kak ApTyp Obln Kombe. HakoHell, Hallla TPyIa UMeeT HauOOJIbIIyIo
OTHEeBYIO MOIIlb, 0COOEHHO C Ballled moamepKKoii. IIpemnonoxuM, HaM HY2KHO aTaKOBaTh OOJIBIIYIO
rpynny. B aToM ciydae 9Ta rpynna MoXKeT IPUCOEIUHUTLCS K APYTOM I'PYIe U aTaKOBaTh UX
OIHOBPEMEHHO, UCIIOIb3ys CBOIO CUITY.

«He BonHylics, AHd. 4 He pa3pessio IPYNNy U3-3a 3TOU MBICIIU».
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