YcmpiaB 3TO, OH, KPOMe BHYTPEHHET0 KOMMeHTapusi, He 00epHyncs. [1eno 060CTpunock Obl, eCiiu Obl
OH TIOIIIEJ C KJIUIIIE U POTUBOCTOSIIT MY .

Anekc B3MaxHYJl pyKaMu, co3faBas HeOobIyio ¢opMy 3HEepruu, 4ToOb 0TBNIeYh ero. Ha MrHOBeHHE,
KOT'7Ia OH OTBEJI B3I, AJleKC uc4e3. ITO IeHCTBUE PAa303JIUII0 €T0, TOCKOIbKY OH HUKOTHa He
IyMaJl, 4TO KTO-TO IIOCMeeT UTHOPUPOBATH ero.

OH OTTOJIKHYJI XKEHIMHY U IIOTHAJICA 3a AJIEKCOM.

ATekc IeiCTBUTENBHO HE XOTENI IPOTUBOCTOSATL TOMY, KeM OBl OH HU OBII, HE ITIOTOMY, UTO OH 00sICH,
HO 3TO pa3fpaxaio. [IpocTo B3TNISHYB Ha €ro JIULO, OfeXKAY U IIePCOHAaXKel, OH MOHSJ, YTO 3T0 OymeT
«CeMenHHIH mapeHb!» U ¢ ero pa3BUTHEM OH, CKOPee BCEero, MPou30MIésT Okl OT OMHOTO U3 CEMHU
IIePBOKJIaCCHBIX BIIUSHUM.

B mone ero 3peHus MosIBUICS TEMHBIN ITepeyoK, COOIa3HSIOMNN er0 BOUTH BHYTPh. AJIEKC
YNIBIOHYJICS ¥ IIPEITHYJ BHYTPh, HO KOTa [TapeHb BOIIEJI B IEPEYIOK, OH 00HaPYKU TOIBKO TYIUK.
OH maxe B3JIeTeJ, HO HUKOTO He HalleJl.

9TO omnpeneeHHO COUIO ero C TOJIKY, KOTrma OH 3aphiyan. "¢ moMHio ero Macky!"

TeMm BpeMeHeM Anekc OB 3a TOPOAOM, B3mbIXas. «OM... CucTeMa, MHE CerofgHs Tak Ioxo Be3et? He
IIPOLIJIO ¥ OHS, @ Y MeHS [IBe ITPOOJIEMEL...»

[MHorma ObIBaeT TaKoH MeHb, X035AHH. ]

— Tem He MeHee, 5 He 3HAI0, KTO 3TOT napeHb. OH HaxMypuJl 6poBH, cOO6Kpasich CIPOCUTH AHIO
TI03XKe.

OH gocTan KapTO4YKy AHHEL U CKa3all: «AHHa, IIOMEH Ij1aH... [T0Xx0Xke, Mbl He MOXKeM BCTPETUTHCS
B ropofie. {1 00bSICHIO CUTYAIINIO TT03Ke, HO TOonpocy 2KaHHY BCTPETUTLCS CO MHOM Ha XOJIMe 3a
TOPOIOM... TOT, UTO B ceBep."

«Xopol1ro. f ckaxy eun».

Xot4 eyt 6110 NTI0OOIEITHO, Iy4llle TIOrOBOPUTH Ha Oa3e. KpoMe Toro, oHa cobupanach Ipu3BaTh BCEX
IyXOB TI0CJIe ero MpUOLITHS.

OH moseTen Ha BePUIMHY X0JIMa, HaUAs XOpolllee MeCTO IJIsT 0KUIOAHUS, PA3MBIILIIs, YTO OefaTh
OaJblIe.

W3 Toro, 4To OH 3HaJI, y Hero Owino aBe mpobimeMsl: Cekta PamoctHoro Coto3a u Knan Bora Oras,
IIOCKOJIBKY OHU HalleNuBanuch Ha ['He3mo [IyxoB pamu coOCTBeHHOM BHITOAB. X0Ts Kitany bora Orus



elie ImpegcTosiio HaluTu uX, Kak CekTta PagoctHoro Coro3a, 3T0 ObII0 OB TOJTBKO BOIIPOCOM BPEMEHH.

CKopee Bcero, OHM CHadala IIJTaHUPOBallM YTO-TO B OTHOIIIEHUY KlaHa biskBela, mpexmue 4eM
HalleJIUThCA Ha ero [lyXoBHOe THe3[O0.

Korga on mogymars 006 3TOM, TO YCIIBIIIAT C3aAu TPOMKHE peB. OH 00epHYJICS U YBUIETI OIPOMHOI0
Hocopora. Ero cumna 6sia okono [Tuka BoeBoro Kopossi, HO y Hero monxKHa 6blyia OBITH XOpOIas
3allUTa, MPOCTO B3TJISHYB Ha HE(PUT, IIOKPHIBAIOIINN €T0 TEJIO.

K coxanenuio, y Anekca coBceM He OBLIIO HACTPOEHUs Tak OanoBaThCs. Med 6-T0 paHTa IMOSBUIICS B
ero pykKax, Ipexye YeM pa3pes3aTh MyCTOH BO3IYX, BEITYCTHB BonHy Meueii.

HecMmoTps Ha TO, 4TO AnleKC orpaHu4ui cels, He UCIIONb3ys cBoi OroHb B 3ToW BonHe Meda, oH OBIN
OOCTAaTOYHO OCTPBIM, YTOOHI pa3pe3aTh 3TOro 00eBOT0 3BePS. B TOT MOMEHT, KOTa OHU CTOJIKHYJIUCH,
Bonna Meua pa3pe3ana 3Beps, Kak Tody, MTHOBEHHO yOUB €ro.

Bckope mosiBunIach rpyiina e, BonbIInHCTBO U3 HUX OBITA MUKOBEIMU BoeBbiMu KoposnsMmu, B TO
BpeMs Kak ¢ HUMHU OBIJIO [1Ba 2-3Be30HBEIX boeBbix MIMIepaTopa: MyKuKHa U XeHIHa. MyK4nHa
OBLIT MOIOIBIM KPAaCUBBEIM TOTy0O0BOJIOCHIM MYKUMHOM, a XKeHIIIMHa Obl/Ta XOIOOHOM KpacaBUIIEH.

OHY yOuBIIEHHO IIOCMOTPENU Ha AJleKces.

Ero OpoBu mepHYIUCH, MPEeaYyBCTBYS, YTO BCKOPE IMpUaeT HOoBas Oefla. YIUBUTENIBHO, HO TTEpe
YXOIOM MOJIOLOY YeJIOBEK CKa3all, BeXKJIMBO CJI0XKHUB PYKU: «[IpyrT... IM... Boob1ie-To, HaM HyXKeH
9TOT 3Bepb. BUMs, 4TO THI X04Yelllb YATH, MBL MOXKEM B35ITh 3TOT0 3BepsA? f MOTy 3alljlaTUTh 3a 3BEPSI».

Momnopoii 4enoBek OBITT BeXKJIUB C HUM K3-3a ero fobsecTu. [laxe ¢ ero 2-3Be3qHO0M cunoit boeroro
HmnepaTopa OBIJI0 HEBO3MOXKHO YUCTO pa3pe3aTh 3TOT0 MOHCTPA, KakK OH. BOT moyeMy, Korma oH
yBH[IEJN, 4T0 y AJleKca TOJTbKO 1-3Be3mHas KynbTuBaLus boeBoro MmmnepaTopa, oH ObLT YBEPEH, YTO
IOCTHUXKEeHUsS Aylekca B Meue OblJIM HAMHOTO BBIIIE €T0.

A TaKoii 4eNloBeK, KaK OH, OblJI He3aMeTEH Ha 9TOM KOHTUHEHTE, OH HEeIIPEMEHHO X0Tes Obl 3HATh
TAKOT'0 YeJioBeKa, TeM 6oee, 4To BpeMs OTKPHITHS [11aTo Cumbl 66110 6/113K0. COTTIACHO 3aIUCSM,
KaX[bIM pa3, Koraa OTKphIBaoch [1nato Cumbl, 13 HUOTKY/a BCerga MoABIAICSA TreHud. HeKoToprie
TeHUU CTAHOBUJIMCH YACThIO BIUSHUS, @ HEKOTOPHIE HE XOTENIN IOAUUHATHECSI KOMY-TO.

TeM He MeHee, 3HaKOMCTBO C TaKUM 4€JI0BEKOM HUYETO, KpOMe II0JIb3EI, HE ITPUHECIIO On1. B ero
r7a3ax He OBIIO U Ciiela BEICOKOMEPHA, OH IIBITAJICA YTOOUTDH CO6€CGJIHI/IKY.

"ITenait Kak xo4els." AJleKC moxas maedaMu. «f mpocTo He o010, Korga MeHsT 0€CIIOKOST, ¥ 9TOT
3Bepb MeHs 0EeCIIOKOUT».

«39T0...» M0JI0[I0M 4eJIOBEK Cheall CTpaHHOE BHIpaXkKeHUe JIUIa, IIpeXae 4eM cKa3aTh: «MEI ¢



611arolapHOCThIO TPUHUMAaEM 3Beps. A, s1 PyOeH u3 kitaHa bmo BecT, a yenoBek psiioM CO MHOM —
JItocusa u3 ceMbu AHTEpaM».

IIBa uMeHM TPO3BeHeNH B ero yinax. Kman ['omy6oro 3anaga ObIT KITaHOM, KOTOPHIM KOHTPOJIMPOBAI
BECh I0T0-3alafl 9TOT0 KOHTUHEHTa, 00/1a7asi TePBOKIAaCCHEIM BiausHueM. CeMbs AHTEpHAM TaKkKe
OKa3aJjia MepBOKJIACCHOEe BIMSHYME, HO OHU OBITM TAKMMHU Ke, KaK KJlaH BII9KBel, TOproBas CeMbS.
Ecnu xnmaH Brakyasii KOHTPOIUPOBaI PEHHOK Ha BOCTOKE, TO 9Ta CeMbsI KOHTPOJIMPOBasa PHIHOK Ha
3amage.

OH HayaJl IpUIIOMUHATE elle 0OOHY MHGOPMaIMio, KOTOPYIO eMy Torfa cKa3aia AHs. Peub 1m1a o
cBapmb0e MeXkOy MOJIOOBIM X035IMHOM KiaHa bito Bect, PyOeHoM, 1 10HOM Jiequ U3 CeMbH AHTEpHaM.

OHU X0TeM Co3[aTh MOIIHOE BIMSHKE, YTOOBl PACIIMPUThH CBOe BiusiHUe Ha HeGecHblll KOHTHHEHT.
U umenno nostomy Knan bora Orus npubersysn K 4eMy-To Togo6HOMY .

C orpomHoi#t cymmon feHer oT CeMbu AHTepHaM, faxe 0T CekTsl PagocTHOro Coto3a, 3TOro OBII0
HEOOCTATOYHO, YTOOH IOOENUTh 9TH OBE CEMbHU. B crydae, eciu ux moOBIOT U IMOMPOCST KJIaH Ha
HebecHoM KoHTUHEHTe, Ha CeBepHOM KOHTHHeHTe Oobiie He Oynet Knana Bora Orus.

XoTst AlleKC U IpyT¥e He 3HA/IU BCeH TyOWHBI 3TOTO IJIaHa, OHYM MMOHMMAJIM, YTO Bpar X Bpara Ol
UX OPYTOM... KAKOe-TO BpeMSI.

M3-3a 3TOr0 AnieKC 0CTaHOBUJICA KaK BKONaHHBINM. OH MBITaJICA IPUOYyMaTh €OUHLIN IIJIaH, HO HUYETo
He ITPUXOOUJI0 eMY B TOJIOBY. MeXOy HUMU HUYEro He ObIIO, ¥ BHE3AIMHKIN KOHTAKT C HUMHU OB OB
IIO03PUTEJILHBIM.

C UX TOYKHU 3PEeHuns, Anexc 130 BCeX CUJI ITBITANC ITPOU3HECTHU CBOE UMs, TaK KaK OH yXKe
YOOCYXKHUJICA HAaAeTh MACKY, YTOOHI CKPEITE CBO€ JIMIIO.

B KoHIle KOHII0B, OH [TI0KayaJl I'oJI0BOM U ucye3, oxkupaas 2KaHHy Ije-TO B PYTOM MeCTe.

— MOJ'IOJZ[OfI T'OCIIOJWH, ITOYEMY BBEI TaK BE2KJINBEI C HUM? — CIIPOCHUII HOJI‘-II/IHeHHHﬂ Py6eHa.

«3TO IPOCTO IIOTOMY, UTO OH MOXKET OBITh OMHUM U3 HUX, BEPHO?» JIIOCUS IIOBEPHYJIA TOJIOBY U
HapyIluia MoJTYaHue.

"Kak 1 0XKumanock oT Moel xeHbl!" PyOeH IPEITHY K Hel, MBITasiCh O0HATh.

"XBatut myTUTh!" OHa TOMBKO BHIHYJIA CBOE KOIIbe U yapuja ero pyKOsiTKOH I10 T'OJIOBe.

"Tax!" PyGen nortep ronosy u ckasai: «Jla. OH MoXeT ObITh OMHUM U3 TEHUEB, MTOSBUBILINXCS U3
HUOTKYyMa. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, 00BIYHbIM BoeBoit MiMmepaTop ¢ 1 3Be3[oi He MOT' TakK YHUCTO Pa3pes3aTh



HedpuTtoBoro Hocopora ogHUM yoapoM.

«W3 3amuceit, KaXABIM pa3, KOrOa MOSBIISAJICS TaKoM TeHui, OHU o0Iafaiyd YHUKAIbHOU CUlon. [Jaxe
I'maBa CeMbH NPOCUJ MEHS XOPOIIIO OTHOCUTHCS K TaKOMY T'eHHIO U IIOMBITaThCsl 3aBepOOBATh €T0,
€CJIA 3TO BO3MOXKHO. XOTS 3TOT, Ka3aJioCh, HE TIPOSBIA HUKAKOr0 MHTEpeca. B 3TOM."

YcnrimaB o6bsicHeHre PyGeHa, OHUM IIOCMOTPEJTH BHU3. — 91 CIIBIIIA, YTO MOXKET OBITh ellle
HECKOJIBKO.

— Ara... — OH KuBHYIL «fl fyMalo, 4TO OHA TakxKe OygeT KBanudUIMpoBaHa Kak T'eHun».

"OHna?" Jltounsi HaxMypuiia 6pOBH, IPUIIOMUHAS J1I060T0 TeHUS B CBOEM YMeE.

«JTa, TOT, KTO MCIIOIb3YET MeY, KakK Kombe, ITyTpu. K coxkaneHuo, KiaH BiIskBe# 3aXxBaTHI MapIl |
IIOOYUHUITI ee cebe».

"Ax!" JItocus coryacumnach. «3TOT JeMCTBUTENILHO 0COOEHHHIH. 1 HUKOTa He JyMaJl, YTO MOKHO
MCIIOJIb30BaTh Mey, Kak Kombe. OHa [laxke MOXKET UCI0JIb30BaTh M0 MckyccTtBo Meua, nubo
HckycctBo Kombsi, B 3aBUCUMOCTH OT TOTO, UTO € Hy2KHO».

«Jla. XOTs OHa He MOTIJIa y4acTBOBaTh B McnbiTanuu CUIB Ha 9TOT pa3, OHa MorJia Obl IOMUHHAPOBATD
B crepyroiieM». OH KUBHYIL.

JTiocus Koe-uTo BcrioMHuma. "Ecnu s He ommbaroch, y Hee eCTb MacTep 1o UMeHHU AneKCaH[Ip
Cupuyc. IMeHHO OH Hay4HuJl ee 3TOMY UCKYCCTBY. K coxkasieHu1o, 3TOT YeJI0BeK BHE3AITHO HCUe3 U
Oonbllle HUKOTAA He MmosABisAicsad. CHadaaa MBI [yMaJjid, YTO OH OTIIPaBUiicS Ha CBSLIEHHBIN
KOHTHHEHT, a He Ha 9TOT KOHTUHEHT. , HO IIMUOHBI HUTTIe er0 He HalIllIu».

«Ecmu 6b1 MBI BCTPETUIMCEH C HUM, MBI OB 00s13aTe/IbHO €T0 IIPUTIacUin». Py0eH B3goxHyI. «Moi
OTeI] la’kKe X04YeT IIOMPOCUTh MO0 MJIAAIIyI0 CECTPY COOIa3HUTD €T0, YTOOR MBI MOTJIM TIOJTYUYUTh
MCKYyCCTBO. YTO XK, OH, 6€3yCJIOBHO, [IOCTOMH, IIOCKOJIbKY OH TaKXKe aJlIXUMUK, K TOMY Ke
MOTyIIEeCTBEHHHIU. ECu y Hero xopoiinil XxapakTep, MeHs 3TO yCTpauBaeT. ."

«B mo6oM ciy4ae, MBI OOJIKHBL CHadasa IPOAOIKUTE HAIly MUCCHUIO». JII0Yus IOBEPHYJACh U
npukasana. «[lomydnuTte To, 4TO HAaM HYKHO IIPSIMO ceryac. Mbl JOJIKHA 3aBEPIIUTE HAITy BTOPYIO
MICCHIO MEHEe YeM 3a IeHb».

"Ia!" OHU CHOBa Hayauu paboTaTh, CHSIB BCe HEOOXOMMMEIE NETaIH.

TeMm BpemeHeM AJleKC pa3roBaprBall ¢ AHHOM.

«AHHa, TH He MOTJa OBl 3aCTAaBUTD }KaHHy CIIEIIINTEL KO MHE... HO‘-IeMy-TO MHE CEerogHd O4YeHb He



IIOBE3JI0, TaK KadK A CTOJIKHYJICA C HECKOJIbLKMMHU HEIIPUATHOCTAMH B HepBI:IIZ Ke [IeHb, KOoraa
BEPHYIICA. O, IOmoKOH, €CIIHU THI IIOTIPOCHUIITb }KaHHy HprITH CI0Ola, OHa TOXK€ MO2KeET IIOIIaCTh B 6e11y
N3-3a MEHsI».

«Axaxa...» OHa yCMeXHyJIach, Ipexk/ie YeM CHenaTh nay3sy, Korga 2KaHHa 1mo3Baja ee.

"AHHa?" Ajlekca CMyTUJla 3Ta BHe3alHas TUIIKHA. BCKope mocie 3Toro AHHa OTBeTUNIa
o0ecrokoeHHBIM TOHOM. «Hy, Kak TH 1 cKa3aJ, ceronHs Tebe He moBe3yo. Cekta PajoctHoro Cotosa
npeciieiyeT ee IpsMo ceidac. Eciu g He ommnbaoch, OHa HOJKHa MPUOBITh Yepe3 HECKOJIBKO YacCoB.
Hx uyncno — coTHs ¢ 5 boeBriMu MMnepaTopaMu, 4TO THl COOMpaCh coenaTh?"

Anekc Ha MTHOBeHUE 3afiyMarscs. «f yObio uxX IPsIMO celdac U Mmeperpynmnupyiock ¢ 2KaHHoi».

«Xopormo. f ckaxy 2KanHe, 4T0OH OHa IOAOIINA K Tebe 1 MPUTOTOBUIIACh OaTh OTIIOP», — CKa3alla
AHHa.

IIJ:[a.II

3aTeM AJeKC UCKaJl MECTO [J1s1 3acafbl, Ipexae 4yeM 1103BaTh ocTanbHbIX. «Illeppu, Kaumn, CtuHa,
BBIXOIUTE>.

«4 moHumaro... Cectpa 2KanHa OyneT yauBlieHa MOel BHEITHOCThIO». [lleppu yCMexXHyach,
MIOSIBUBLIUCH IIepe HUM.

«JTO MEePBHIM pas, Koraa s cpaXxaioch B Takou ¢hopMe... UHTepecHO, CMOTY JIU g 39TO chennaTh». Kain
B3[OXHYII.

«Bce B nopspke. 4 3Hat, YTO Thl MOXKellb. U erte ecTs s1». CTUHA yIRIOHYIAch, TOCTEMEHHO
0CMaTpPUBAasCh BOKPYI. «JHEPrus BOKPYT Takas Xke... HeT, OHa HEMHOI'0 BHIIIIE, YEM B MOEM MUDE.
Iymato, B 9TOM MecTe g CMOTYy IpoOuThCcs K MUKy boeBoro MMmepartopa».

Anekc kuBHYI. «Hy, s X04y, 4TOOB TPOE U3 BAC U3YUUIIA TEXHUKY U3MEHEHUST (POPMEI, YTOOBI CKPHITH
CBOU KPBUIbSI, XBOCT U YIIH».

"IN" JTuno leppu mo6negHeno, Korga OHa Clpocuia: «X03s1WH... BaMm HpaBUTCS TaKasi BHEIITHOCTR? £
AyMaro, 3TOT XBOCT U YIIX XOPOIIH...»

OHa mocMOoTpesia BHU3, pa30yapoBaHHas.

Anexkc B3goxHyn. «Het. [leno He B 9TOM. f1 X04y, 4TOOH Bl BCE MTPUCOEIUHUIIUCE KO MHE Ha [1naTo
Cunbl. 9TO IPOCTO AJISE 3TOTO, U BBl MOXKETE 3aredyaTaTh 3Ty TEXHUKY.



«f1 yBepeH, 4TO MBI MOXKEM IIOJIYYUTh YTO-TO OOUILHOE B 9TOM MECTe, TaK YTo OymeT
pacTOuYUTENbCTBOM HE MCII0Ib30BaTh ero. KpoMe TOro, y MeHs cerdyac eCThb IATh Kiaoderd. OguH MOH,
Tpu oT HentyHa u nocnenuuit ot Crapireit CecTpel... MOXKeT ObITh, MHE ClTelyeT BePHYTh KOPOOKY,
TaK KakK IyX{ He XOTST YXOOUTh, a y MeHs HeT 3HaKOMOTI'0, YTOOHI CIIOJIb30BATh €€».

— 4 nyman, Tebe He HpaBsTCS MoU XBOCT ¥ yiuu. [lleppu moyyBcTBOBasa obaeryexue.

«Ecnu Ha TO BonsA Moero Yuutens». Kain KUBHyII.

— 9T0 He npuHeceT Tebe HenmpuaTHOCTEW? CTHHA 3a0€CIIOKOUIIACE.

«C 9TOro MOMEHTa 0CTaJIoCh IIPUMEPHO [IEBSATh MECSIEB. S CUMTAl0, YTO MOTY CTaTh 3-3BE3[I0YHEIM
uny 4-3Be3004HEIM boeBrIM MIMIiepaTopoM U MOBBICUTH YPOBEHBb OJHOTO M3 AYX0B KaK MUHUMYM [0 3-
3Be3004YHOro boeBoro Monapxa. KTo MOXKeT 0CTaHOBUTbH UX B 3TO BpeMsi?» AJIEKC YXMBITbHYJICS.

«Ecnu 9T0 Tax, TO I NOAYMHIOCH. B KOHIIEe KOHIIOB, MHE TOXKe€ JII0OOIBITHO, YTO OCTAJIOCE OT
npepsinyiero BeesriHero». CTUHA KUBHYIIA.

3aTeM OHU IIPOXK[aIM ellle TP Yaca, Mpexkfe 4yeM Anekc yBuaen, Kak 2KaHHa MYUTCS K ero oMy C
COTHEH YeJIOBEK.

BripaxxeHnue nuija Anekca CTaio cepbe3HbIM, Koraa oH cka3ai: «leppu, Kaun u Ctuga... 3T0
yOuBaeT BpeMsi».

OHU yXMBUIBHYIUCH U OTBeTUNH. "[Ia."
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