HakoHern Asnekc 3aien BHYTPB 3aMKad Ha JepPeBe. 3aMoK OB cHOenaH U3 gepeBa U CIIUJICA C CaMUM
JepeBoM. BHYTpI/I 3aMKa OBIJIO HECKOJIBKO OEPEBAHHBIX MOCTHUKOB, 110 KOTOPBEIM MOZKHO OBLITO
nmepeMernaTeCa u3 OOHOTr0O MeCTa B IPyroe, HO OH HE€ BUEJI B 3TOM HHUYETO 0COOEHHOTO.

Ha HeM Obln1 cTporuii 6ebii KOCTIOM, JOCTABIINNCS €My U3 HUKHEr0o MUpa. ITO IPUIAJio eMy
OIIpefieJIEHHYI0 3JIETAaHTHOCTD, HafleB CBOIO OEX[Y, a He ero II0OBCEOHEBHBIN CTUJIb. YTO KacaeTcs
JlunuaH, To oHa OblIa ofeTa B AMMHHOE GHOJIETOBOE IIJIaThe, @ €€ BOJIOCH ObIIM COOpPAHEL B XBOCT.

Tem BpeMeneM Illenka Onlna ofieTa B Oej10e IiaThe C YHUKAJIBHBIM Y30pOM, KOTOPHIM Ka3ascs
0COOEHHBIM Y30POM B 3TOM KOPOJIEBCTBE.

Anekc Bceryia 4yBCTBOBAJI UTO-TO HE TaK C Hel. ITo OBIJIO He TI0X03Ke Ha CXeMY, a CKOpee Ha 3aroBOp.
HecMmoTps Ha TO, 4TO OHa Ka3aiach 0YeHb HEXKHOMU, AJIEKC IIPOCTO II0OYYBCTBOBAJa, YTO OHA ITOX0XKa
Ha npuHueccy Mery u3 FOxHoro KoponescTsa.

Bckope mmocie 3Toro oOHM, HaKOHeI[, TPUObUIM B KOMHATY ABOPIIA, THOEe YBUAEIHN YeJI0BeKa, CUISIIero
Ha TPOHe, a COOKY ero COImpoBOK/aia XeHIuHa. [[omKHO ObITh, 9TO KOPOJIb ¥ KOPOJIeBa, IOTyMaJl
Ajexc.

On IIOCMOTPEII HaJIeEBO ¥ HAIIPABO, YTOOHI YBHUOETE BCEX JIIOJIeX BO OBOpe. Kazanocs, 4T0 6-T0O YPOBHSA
OBIII0O HECKOJIBKO, HO, KaK ¥ 02KUOAJIOCh, CAMBIM CHJIBHBIM OBIJT KOPOIJIb.

JZ[pyrI/Ie SHB(I)BI IIBITAJINCh HOH&6HIOJI&TB 3ad HUM 3a KeM-TO, KTO OCMEJIUJICA BCTPETUTE KOPOJIs JINIIE C
OOOJIZKEeHHEM OT IIPHUHIIECChI, OHX COYJI 3TO TPY6BIM.

Anekc IpoCTO CKJIOHWII TOJIOBY, KOTfla CTapIIKii BHE3AITHO CKa3ajl: «Bbl MPUBIEK/IN BHUMaHUE
KOpPOJISI».

«Anekcannp Cupuyc MPUBETCTBYET KOPOJIS ¥ KOPOJIEeBy. S xoTen 65l 061arogapuTh Bac 3a OIMIIO0-»
OH IIPUBETCTBOBAJI UX K3 BEXKJIMBOCTH, HO KOPOJIb OCTAHOBHUII €T0.

"HTak, TH TOT, KTO XO4eT BCTPETUTHCS CO MHOU, Yenosek, Anekcanap Cupuyc. 4 HUKorga He
OXKHMaJ, YTO MOS I0Yb Jaxe mooberiaeT Tebe 3Ty BcTpeuy. OcTaBb CBOIO 6€CCMBICTIEHHYIO
npeamOyny. C KaKo¥ 11eJIbi0 ThI PEIlnsT IMYHO COBEPIIUTh MyTEUIeCTBUE U BOCIIOIb30BATHCS MOEH
oo4yepH, 4eJoBeKa?» — CKa3all KOPOIb.

'TpyO6rrii.' O6 93TOM myMau BCe, KOT{a CbIlIany Koposs. OgHako y Anekcest ObITIO Opyroe MHEHUE.
Takoe oTHOIIEHKE OBIJIO IPAaBUILHEIM. 10 €ro cj10BaM, eIHHCTBeHHAs MPUYKHA, IT0 KOTOPOH OHU
TIO3BOJIMJIMA ayJUEHIINIO C KOPOJIeM, 3aKJI09aach B TOM, YTO OH BOCIIOJTb30BAJICS CUTYAIUEH.

CaMOMy KOPOJII0 HEYETO OBITIO C HUM OGCY}KIIaTB. [l Hem3BeCTHOU YeJI0BeYeCKOu paceI 1 0e3
KaKOW-T100 CHJIBI I OIBITA TAaKOe ImoceiieHue OBLIO YZKe CTPaHHO. To, 4TO OH OBIN 30eCh, HECMOTPSA
Ha 3TO, BEPOATHO, O3HA4YaJio, YTO €My He4ero CKa3aTh KOPOJII0 ¥, BO3MOZXKHO, OH IIPOCTO X04YeET



BOCXMINIATLCSA UM. YeM GBICTpee OHHU IIOKOHYAT C 3THUM, TEM JIyYIlIE.

Anerc HEMHOT0 ITOMOTYar, IIpexne 4eM BE2KJIMBO CKa3all: «4d IIpEeKpacCHO IMIOHKUMal0, 4YTO MO€e
MPUCYTCTBUE 30ECh BPAMO JIN IIPDUBETCTBYETCA. Ho nmeHHO IIOTOMY, 9YTO €CThb OeJI0, KOTOPOe s OOJIZKEH
OJOBECTHU OO CBENEHUA BallleT0 BEJIN4YeCTBa, 4 BOCIIOJIb30BaJICA CI/ITyaI_II/IeI;I».

"Yro-HUOYAb?' MUHUCTD HAXMYPHUJICS, YCIIBIIIAB 3TO.

— OH X04eT 4YTO-TO CKa3aTh KOPOIJIIo, II0 9TOU IIpu4unHe... — JlunuaH IIOCMOTPeENIa EMY B CIIUHY.

— Jlo Tako¥ CTeneHHu, YTO eMy HY>KHO BOCIIOJIb30BaThCcsl MHOM? [llenKa ynbIOHYIach.

«4 xoTen 6bl GPOCUTE BRI30B pace 3Mb(GOB», — CKa3all AIeKC C CypPOBEIM BHIpaKeHUeM JTUIIa.

— Bpocuth BHI30B HallleMy UCIIBITAHUIO? Bce moay OBLIN IIOKUPOBAHEL €T0 3asBiIeHueM. TOIbKO
[llenka cTucHYyMa 3yOHl OT BOJTHEHUSI.

"CaMoHanessHHBIN!"

"Harneiii. Kak on nocmen!"

JIromu GbITM BO3MYILEHH 9TUM 3asiBIeHHeM. TeM BpeMeHeM KOpOJIb IIPOCTO TOCMOTPET Ha Alekca
XOJIOOHBIM B3TJISIOM U BBHITYCTHJI CBOE YOUMCTBEHHOE HaMepeHue. «KeM Thl cebst CUMTAElIb,
yeioBeK? ThI BCETO JIUIIE ISTHIM PAaHT U YeI0BeK 0e3 mpensicTopu. Jaxke KopoeBckast ceMbst
JIIofied He UMeeT KBanuduKaluuy, 4ToOb OPOCUTH BEI30B HAIIEMY MCIBITaHUIO. [IpyYnHa pocTa: y
HUX HeT KpucTasna. OTBETh MHe, TI0YeMY ThI fyMaelllb, YTO S T03BOJII0 Tebe OPOCUTH BEI30B HAIIIEMY
TOHOYHOMY MCIBITaHUIO? B 3aBUCUMOCTH OT TBOET'O OTBETA, MHE MMPUAETCS Ka3HUTh Te0S IPSIMO
30eCh».

JlunvaH xoTeJla CXBaTUTh AJleKca U TYT Xe U3BUHUIIACH Ilepef KoposieM. OHa yxke 3a0bia o
IIpefbIylieM CMYIeHUY, IIOTOMY 4TO 3T0 OBLIO ropa3zo 6onee cepre3Hoe feno. Ho npexne ueM oHa
yCIesa 3T0 chenaTh, AJIeKC MaXHyJI PYKOH.

[Typnypaei KpucTtani BHE3aHO BHIIIET U TOSBUICSA. Majo Toro, 4To B TO XKe BpeMs U3 TPOHA BhIIAN
(hUOIeTOBEIM KPUCTAJIJ, U3 TPOHA TaKXKe BHIIIEST 3eJIeHbII KPUCTaJll.

O6a xpucTana BHe3alHO IBUHYJIHUCE APYT K APYTY, IPeXMe YeM IPKO 3aCHATh. B 3TOT MOMEHT
3aMellaTeNbCTBa AJIeKC BHE3AIIHO IIePeHeCCs B Pyroe apCcTBao.

OH TIOCMOTpEJI HalleBoO ¥ HAMPaBo, YTOOH YBUOETH, OBLT T 9TO cyd. OH Jaxe XOTel IPOBEPHUTh
CBOMMHU JyXOBHHIMH T'Ta3amu. Ho mpexye eMy ymanoch akTUBUPOBATh CBOM MyXOBHEIE T7a3a. [lepen
HYM ITOSIBUJICSI YEJIOBEK, CTOSIBIIMY Ha KOJIEHSIX. AJIEKC TOYyBCTBOBAJI F'OJIOBHYI0 60Jb, KOTHA YBUAET



3TOTO TTaPHS.

Y aToro 4yenoBeKa OB AJIMHHEBIE TOJTyObIe BOJIOCEL. OHO TOJIBKO €T0 TeJI0 MOCTUTAJI0O TPEX METPOB,
HO caMOe 3aMeTHOe OT Hero — [Be Iapkl KPHIJILEB Ha CIKHe. [lepBas mapa Oblia apoi KPHIILEB
IpaKoHa, a Apyras Oblyia Tapoi KpblibeB Kaiina.

«Aii... YOoTTC, IONIPUBETCTBYXTE Ballle BenudyecTtso, Cou... Upure...»

OH He MOT CJIBIIIATh, YTO OH TOBOPHJI, B3-3a BCEX I'OJIOBHBIX Ooseii. OH U30 BCEX CHII CTapaJicsa
TEPIIETh U CIIYIIATh TO, YTO OH T'OBOPHII.

«41 xouy Tebe Koe-4To CKa3aTh II0CJIe TOTO, KaK THl COOepelllb IeCTh KPUCTAIJIOB». ITO OBIIO0
eOUHCTBEHHOE, YTO OH MOT YCITBIIIATE, IIPEeXKAe YeM IyX BHE3AMHO HCUE3.

«X...» [Tocye TOrO, KaK 9TOT YeJI0OBEK UCYE3, LIaPCTBO TOXKE UCYE3JI0, ¥ OH BEepHYJICA B 3a1. OH yman
Ha KOJIEHU U 3a[IbIXasICs.

OcranbHble OBIIN B HEIOYMEHUHU OT TOTO, YTO MPOu30I10. OHU OBISIK MOTPSICEHBI TEM, YTO V 3TOTO
HEU3BECTHOT'O YeJIoBeKa OblT KPUCTAJIT, KOTOPBIN HOJIKeH ObLT OBITH YTEPSH HECKOJIBKO THICSY JIET
Ha3afd. OmHAKO TOIBKO OJUH YeJIoBeK ObINT B3BOJIHOBAH 3TOM cuTyaruei. ITo Ovina Illenka. OHa
obnu3ana ry6sl, XKejasi OCTaBUTh ero cebe.

«THL... 0TKyHa y Te0s 9ToT KpucTtau!» Koposnb 3apeiyan Ha Aekca.

JlunvaH BepHYIaCh K PealbHOCTH, MIOTPSICEHHO TNIsAs Ha Anekca. OHa HUKOTIa He OyMasa, 4To y
Anekca OymeT 4To-TO I0J00OHOE.

Arnexc He OTBETUIJ Ha BOIIPOC KOPOJsi. BMecTo 3Toro oH npocto ckaszai. «CornacHo gpeBHeMYy
cornamenuio. Korga nBa Kpucramia ogo6psaT 3T0, S CMOTY OPOCUTD BEI30B CYLYy».

L[apb XOTEeJI YIAPUTh €r0 B 3TOT MOMEHT U CIIPOCHUJI, UYTO IIPOUCXOOHUT. Ho u3-3a KpPpHCTaJlllla OH HE
Mor... He To uTOOH OH He MOT', HO KPUCTAJIJIBI 3alllUTAT €T0.

«Ote1n. Haita roHKa — 3T0 Bcerga OuTBa ¢ J7eMeHTOM. [T0CKOIbKY OH BCETO JIUIIh 2-3BE3[M0YHbIH
Mar 5-Tro paHra, Kak HacueT TOr0, YTOOHI IT03BOJIUTh MHE CPa3uThCs ¢ HUM?» lllenka yXMBLUIbHYIACh,
risans Ha Anmekca. OmHAKO B ee ra3ax Obl ciief moxoTH. Ho yuuTHIBast, 4TO AJIeKC HUKOTa He BUIEN
9THX T'JIa3, OH 3HAJI, YTO 3TO Takoe. OH TOJBLKO 3HAJ, YTO y Hee OBIIM KaKue-TO IIJIAaHH Ha HeTo.

«XM...» KOopomnb TOCMOTpET Ha Hee.

«f1 TOT, KTO TIPUBEJI €T0 B 3TO MECTO, IIO9TOMY 5 TaKKe HECY OTBETCTBEHHOCTH 3a 3T0. [IoxXKanyiicTa,
II03BOJIb MHE CJIeNIaTh 3TO, oTell. {1 He pa3oyapyio Tebs». OHa cKa3aa.



Llaps xoTen 3amaTh AJIeKCEX0 MHOXKECTBO BOIIPOCOB, HO, 10X0XKe, He MoT. [IoToMy 4TO eMy
IEeNCTBUTEIHLHO HYKHO OBIJIO YCTPOUTH CYA Kak MOXKHO ckopee. U kak Oyarto Illenka cka3asa, YTo
OHa, BO3MOXKHO, JIy4llle BCEX 3TO CHeNlaeT. B KOHIle KOHIIOB, AJTIeKC BCe elre 0BT MOJIOTEIM
IIOKOJIeHUEeM, U ObLI0 OBl CIipaBefiuBoO, ecliy OBl IPYroe MOJIOAOe MTOKOJIeHNe CPaXkasioch C HUM.

KoporeBa u pyrue MUHHCTPEL ObIIM KOCHOSI3BIYHHI, TAaK KAaK HUKAK He 0XKHUIa/IM, YTO BCe TaK
obepHeTCs.

"XopoImo." — HaKOHeIl CKa3aJjl Kopoib. «McnbiTanue OymeT OuTBol Anekcanmgpa Cupuyca u Illenku
Jla MyapTe C UCTIOIb30BaHKWEM 37IEMEHTOB. BaM aeTcs mecsaTh MUHYT JIbTOTHOTO IIepHOfa, YTOORI
IIePeoaeThCs M BEPHYTHCSA B 9TO MECTO, TaK KakK MBI IIPOBEEM CYy[ B 3TOM KOMHaTe. BBl HE MoxKeTe
yOUTH UJIM HAHECTH KaKOMU-1100 HelonpaBUMbIN YPOH J1t000M cTopoHe. OrpaHNYeHue 0 BpeMeH!
60s - oguH 4yac. Ecnmu mpetennenT, Anekcanup Cupuyc, He MoxeT nobenuts [llenky Jla MyapTe, o
CUUTAETCS He IPOIIeAIINM UCIEITAHUE Y.

OH BcTan u 00bsaBun. «HcnbITaHre ObII0 0MOOPEHO ABYMS KPHUCTAJJIAMK ¥ IIPABUTEJIEM BLI3HIBAOIIEH
ctopoHbl. Ha aToMm s, ['peiicon Jla MyapTe, 00BbSBIAI0, UTO UCIIBITaHKE OQUIIMATbHO HAYaJIOCh.

«CTpaXXHUKH, pa3BeiuTe UX 110 KOMHaTaM, YTOObI OHK MOTJIM IIePEOEThCS B YOOoOHYI0 Oyis 005
ofexnay. MUHUCTDHI, MBEL YCTAHOBUM B 3TOM MecCTe 6aphep AJIsI apeHbI».

"Tlorsn."

OXpaHHI/IKI/I oTBenu Anekca u H_IenKy B UX KOMHATHI. JIunaH cjiegoBaia 3a HUM, KyCad FY6BI.

[TepeopeBimcsk, JInnuaHn HakKoHel Habpanachk CMeIOCTH MTOMOUTH K HeMY. — ThI TIO3TOMY XOUEIllh
paccTaTbcs?

OHa mOHSsI/Ia 9TO MOCJIe TOTO, KaK yBUAelNa KpucTai. Ecimu Anekc OpOCUT BHI30B APYTUM pacaM, ero
XKW3Hb OyZeT B OIIaCHOCTH. M MOTYT maxke OBITH JIFO[HU, IPUXOOAIINE K HUM U IPUYHHSIONINE UM Bpe[
13-3a Hero.

"OTBeThb MHe?" JIunnaH B OTUASIHUU CXKaJjla ero IIJIeuu.

Anekc mpoCcTo B3SIJT ee PYKH ¥ yOpas UX CO CBOWX IIJied.

«Y MeHS eCTh JIIOH, KOTOPBIX S MOTY CUMTATh APY3bSIMHU U YJIeHAMHU ceMbH. Bce oHM Bcerma OymyT
CIemoBaTh 3a MHOM, HE3aBUCUMO OT MX XKU3HU, HE UCITYyTABIINCh HUKAKOW OMACHOCTH. JTO TAKkKe
IIPUYKHA, 10 KOTOPO# ST MOTY PUCKHYTb CBOEM XKU3HBIO Pagy HUX. Thl ¥ TBOS IMIIKUpeRCcKast TUIIbIus
He U3 UX YHCjla». — CKalaJll OH, YXOfs.

Teno Jlunuan TPACIIOCH. 910 OBIIIO TaKXKe TO, YTO CHesIasl MaCTep TuJIbOuN. HeBaxxH0, OBIIO JIK 9TO
13-3a TUIBOWH, OIS AJTeKCa 9TO HUYEro He 3Ha4YMI0. B KOHIle KOHIIOB, 3TO TaKXKe CUYUTAI0Ch



JKEepPTBOM KeM-TO paau 0osbiiero 61ara. Mexay TeM, AJIeKC U Te JIIOOu OyayT KUTh U YMEPeTh
BMECTE.

OHa He 3HaJa, YTO Ceryac MPOUCXOIUT B ee cepille. ITO ObIIO Xa0TU4YHO. Eif X0Tenoch HEHaBUIETh
€ro, Ipe3upaTh Uiy gaxe 6IarogapuTh, HO OHa He Moria. OHa He 3Haja, YTO [e/laTh B 9TOT MOMEHT.
Ona o6epHynach ¥ yBUeIa UCYE3HYBIIEro Ayekca.

Osna ynasna Ha KOJIeHY, 3a4yMaBIIuCh. BrIIO 111 3TO coxaneHueM? OHa He 3HaeT.

Anekc BEPHYIJICA B XOJIJI ¥ IIOCMOTPEJI Ha H.IenKy, KOTOPadA TOXKe Imepeoaeiiace. Onu 06a OBLIM OJIETHI B
OIWHAKOBYIO OJ€KIY, KOrga BHIITOJIIHAIN MUCCHIO.

«Qydy... Kak u oxupganocs, Tel BepxoBHH?» OHa Cy3usia rnasa.

"I!" OcTanbHBlE OBUIM OIIETOMJIEHH], @ KOPOJIb HaxXMypHIcs. Bce cpa3y BCIOMHUIIU TY HCTOPHIO.

«f1 Anexkcaugp Cupuyc, a He KTO-TO APYroi. f He MO3BOJII0 UCTOPUHU ONPefesaTh MOU MyTh». AJIeKC
OTpHULAIl.

«®Dydy... KaK ¥ 0KHUIAT0Ch, TH [IeHCTBUTENIHHO 3a0aBHBIN YesioBeK». OHa ynelOHyIach. — Kak HacueT
TOT'0, YTOOBI CAeIaTh CTaBKy?

"CraBka?"

«[IpaBunmpHO. Kak HacyeT TOTO, YTOOHI, €CITM S BRIUTPAI0, Thl CKa3all MHE, KaK IIOJIYYUTh 3TOT
KPUCTAJITT ¥ BCE, YTO ThI 3HAEIIb O KPUCTAJINIe, BKITI0Uast TBOIO HACTOSIIYIO TUYHOCTH?» Illenka
yNBEIOHYTIACE.

«MeHSd 3TO TTapu He UHTepecyeT». AlleKC 0TKa3ajcs. OTO apu He MIPHUHECI0 eMy HUKAKOM I0JTb3HL.

«Ecnu BH BEIMNTPA€ETE, BBl MOZKETE IIOJIYUUTE IIPOITYCK, KOTOprﬁ IIO3BOJIUT BaM IIyTEIECTBOBATE Ha
BCE KOHTHHEHTEI».

«3JTO yKe BXOIUT B MO€ yCJI0BUEe». ATIeKC B3TJISHYTI Ha 31IbGHUICKOT0 KOPOs. «f yBepeH, 4To
anbuiickas paca He OyJeT HaCTOJBKO HU3IIeH, YTOObl aHHYIUPOBATh 3TO YCIIOBUE, BEPHO?»

"Xmd." nbduiickuii KOponb GEIPKHYI. «Mos 3nbpHUCKas paca HA 3a 4YTO He OTMEHUT Hallle
COOCTBEHHOE peIlIeHue».

On KuBHYN U ntocMoTpen Ha Ilenky.



"O. Torga Kak Hacyet 3TOro. ECiu TH BRIUTpaelllb, Thl CMOXKEIb IIOJIyYUTh MOU 2KepTBEHHBIU
Onement?" lllenka yxMblbHYyICS. OCTanbHble OBUIX OILIEIOMJIEHH], KOTHa yCabmany 97o0. llenka He
3Hasa, 4yTo y Anekca ectb IneMeHT Juctoro Orus. Ecnu Ovl oHa 3Hana, oHa Obl He co0a3HsTa ero
CBOUM JKEPTBEHHBEIM 3JIEMEHTOM, ITIOCKOJIBKY 9TO OBIJIO COBEPIIEHHO HEBAXKHO.

H3-3a 3TOr0 OH HE B3OPOTHYJI, KOTHa YCIIbIIA 3TO yCioBue. «MeHs He MHTepecyeT 3T0 napu. Eciu
npuHnecca [llenka X04eT TOJILKO IOTOBOPUTH 00 3TOM OECCMBICTIEHHOM [iefie, g IIpefjarai HavyaTh
IIPSIMO Ceryac».

«@ydy... Tel DeWCTBUTENBHO HHTEPECHEIW». OHa HUKAK He 0XKHKfala, 4YTo AjeKca He 3auHTepecyeT
3TOT 371eMeHT. OHa BHE3aIlHO IIpOCBeTieNa. Brlsio HECKOIBKO IPUYUH, 10 KOTOPEIM KTO-TO He
IIPOSIBIISITT HUKAKOTO MHTepeca K 2KepTBeHHOMY 37IEMEHTY, U yeM 0oJIbllle OHa AyMaja 00 3TOM, TeEM
GosblIe BOJIHOBAIACh.

"OTten." lllenka mocMoTpena Ha OTIa U KUBHYTIA.

InbGUECKUH KOPOJIb IOCMOTPEN Ha 00e CTOPOHE, Mpexke yeM 00bsIBUTh. «IIpoOHas OuTBa, CTapT!»
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